




ZONE ONLY AND ZONE CANAL ERRORS 

Like the CANAL only and accompanying ZONE CANAL errors, misfed paper
 
led to ZONE only varieties at the bottom of one or more panes of the 5c
 
Roosevelt and 17c Wilson stamps . ZONE CANAL examples were generated
 
on the rest of the pane.
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17c Wilson plate block with some
 
overprints reading
 

ZONE CANAL 
and some stamps Strip with 18 
with split overprints examples of C\J 

(\JPF cart. the 17c Wilson owith ZONE 00 
CANAL overprint 
error and 2 
copies with 
overprint reading 
ZONE only on 
the bottom row 
because of 
misfed paper 

PSAG cert. 

5c Roosevelt with 5c Roosevelt with overprint 
overprint reading at an angle; LL stamp 
ZONE only and reads ZONE only, overprint 

ZONE CANAL, both split on others - ZONE split 
horizontal due to at top of UR stamp is 

downward paper shift wrong font - possibly 
- APS cert. unique double variety ­



OTHER PRINTING ERRORS FROM INCORRECTLY FED PAPER 

Other printing errors were created by misfeed of the paper into the press, creating a variety of inverted, doubled, and 
omitted overprints . 
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10c Postage Due with sharp A 5c Roosevelt, second printing, 5c Roosevelt, second printing, 
overprint in pair, one without sharp A overprint inverted, vertical pair, one without 
overprint; 10 copies known - plus inverted overprint in overprint, other with overprint 

bottom margin inverted ; 10 copies known -

Only one error arose from a double strike of the overprint, although this had been a fairly common occurrence on the 
stamps of Panama overprinted for use in the Canal Zone . 

1c Franklin with 10c Postage due with 
inverted overprint double overprint 

Folded over paper when the stamp overprint was applied could cause part of the overprint to be missing from the stamp. 
These are considered minor varieties rather than major errors . 

Overprint reads ANAL ZONE on the left stamp due to foldover Overprint reads ZO only due to.foldover 



WORK-UPS ARISING DURING PRINTING 

During the overprinting process, additional varieties arose when some of the spacers (furniture) holding the 
CANAL and ZONE slugs in the overprint form became loose and moved up to the level of the type. They then 
became inked, producing extraneous inked blocks on the stamps. Such inked regular shapes are called work­
ups. They are not common, but can occasionally be found on overprinted U.S. stamps. They usually do not 
occur on .ill! stamps printed from the position on which they are observed, as they arise during the process of 
printing the stamps; the problem was sometimes corrected as printing using the overprint form continued. 

1/2c Hale stamp with horizontal 1/2c Hale stamp with horizontal 1 Y2 e Harding with horizontal 
work-up above CANAL work-up below CANAL on top stamp work-up above ZONE 

.. 
18023 

17e Wilson with horizontal 
work-up 

17e Wilson with vertical work-up on 17e Wilson with similar work-up 
pos. UL 9 and 19 from top row of LL pane 

NOTES 

1.	 Scans of plate proofs, generally at 125% of normal, are courtesy of the National Postal Museum of the 
Smithsonian Institution. Scans of overprint fonts are at 300% of actual size. 

2.	 Certificates when available are indicated with the organization in the manner of "APS cert." 
3.	 Varieties for which 10 or fewer are known or believed to exist are indicated with a • . 
4.	 New discoveries exhibited are described more fully in articles in The Canal Zone Philatelist. They include 

12c and 30c double transfers and the wrong font varieties on 2nd printings of 5c Roosevelt and Postage 
Dues, certain spacing varieties on the 2c Washington with sharp A overprint, and the inverted overprint 
on cover shown on page 1. 

5.	 Specialized references include Canal Zone Stamps by Gilbert N. Plass, Geoffrey Brewster, and Richard 
H. Salz, CZSG, 1985, sections 11-13 and Encyclopedia of Plate Varieties on U.S. Bureau-Printed 
Postage Stamps, Loran C. French, BIA, 1979. 


