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President's Report
Richard D. Bates, Jr.
P.O. Box 40583
Palisades Station
Washington, D.C. 20016
Writing and communicating about Canal Zone philately is a, if not the, major
activity of the Canal Zone Study Group.
Our handbooks, books, and the quarterly
journal The Canal Zone Philatelist are the
focal point of our activities. Even theyearly
mail sale has as a fundam~ntal purpose
to provide funds to support our' publishing
activities.
In the earliest years of the CZSG, several
small handbooks were produced. Then
after the CZSG was reactivated in 1968,
the emphasis was on revising the Dade_.Shaymanuscript, first in serial form in the
CZP, then culminating with the publication of Canal Zone Stamps by Plass,
Brewster, and Salz. Since then, the target
has been to produce high quality handbooks dealing with a variety of different
aspects of Canal Zone philately and postal
history. A major goal of the officers is to
encourage potential authors to bring the
fruit of their research to published form.
We need people to provide articles for
the CZP. The job of generating material
for the CZP all too often falls on the
shoulders of only a few. At the same time
that members are being encouraged to
provide their material for the CZP or for
possible handbooks; however, it is important for these authors to realize that their
submissions will be reviewed priorto being
accepted for publication.
Some authors and potential authors fail
(Continued on page 12)

Reminder
Mail Sale No. 20
This is to remind those wishing to
participate in the twentieth CZSG Mail
Sale that the deadline for receipt of lots
is July 5, 1991. Please be sure to include
an inventory with your shipment which
should be sent registered or insured.
Catalogs will be mailed in the last week
of August and closing date of the sale
is September 30, 1991.

Whole No. 99

Second Quarter, 1991

C2 Spacing Varieties
by Robert A Reisinger
In a recent auction catalogue, I noticed a block of four of Scott No. C2 that was listed
as having a shifted overprint. I have several different plate blocks of this issue, and
checked them for similar shifts. The top blocks of plates 115181 and 115183 did not
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Fig. 1. Block of fohr of C2 with bottom

right

show anyvariations. The spacing between
Air Mail and Cents on all of the stamps
is 17.0mm. On the left blocks of plates
115180 and 115182, there is a shift in the
s'econdvertical row. The stamp in thatvertical row opposite the plate number has a
spacing of 16.85mm, and the stamp below
it has a spacing of 16.6mm. I do not have
the corresponding blocks for plates 115181
or 115183, but it is reasonable to assume
that this is a constant variation because
the same overprint form appears to have
been used. All of the stamps in the first
vertical row have 17.0mm spacing. I then
checked my three C2 covers and was happy
to discover one of each of these spacings!
I discussed this find with Dick Bates,
and he was kind enough to send the photo
used inFig. 1, which shows another spacing
variety for this issue. The bottom right
stamp in this block of four has 17Amm
spacing, while the other three have the

more common 17.0mm spacing. Because it
does not have any straight edges, it can
be concluded that this block does not
appear at the bottom or right of the sheet,
nor does it appear at the top plate position
or at the left plate position. It cannot
appear in the third vertical row at four
adjacent positions near the plate block,
because none of the stamps in this block
have either 16.85mm or 16.6mm spacing.
Finally, it cannot appear anywhere in the
top row or the left vertical row because
of its placement at the bottom right of this
block. Therefore, 46 of the 100 positions
on the sheet have been eliminated if this
variety exists only once on each sheet.
I am unaware of any study having been
done on spacing varieties for this issue.
Possibly because C2 is an expensive stamp,
such research has been out of the reach
of most collectors. Also, because it is not
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(Continued on page 10)
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(ISSN 0746-004 X)
A.P.S. Affiliate No. 42
Robert A. Reisinger, Editor
3845 Inca Street NE
Albuquerque, NM 87111
The Canal Zone Philatelist (USPS 556-140)
is published quarterly far $8.00 peryear which
includes membership in the Canal Zo.neStudy
Gro.up, 10,000 East Bro.adway, Tucso.n, AZ
85748. Seco.nd-class postage paid at Tucson,
AZ. Send subscriptions, changes of address
and complaints of non-delivery to the Secretary, John C. Smith, 408 Redwood Lane,
Schaumburg, IL 60193.
Display advertising accepted from CZSG
members o.nly at the fallowing rates per
insertion:
One column, two inches
$10.00
One column, five inches
20.00
Two columns, five inches
35.00
No.larger advertisements than above are
accepted. Remittance must accompany copy.
Deadline for ads, first day ofMar., June, Sept.,
Dec. Advertising copy should be sent to Paul
J. Kravitz, P.O. Box9157, Bardonia, NY 10954.
Back issues of the journal, handbooks, and
other publications can be ordered from Richard F. Murphy, 501 Rosebud Lane, Greer, SC
29650.
Articles and info.rmatio.n far publication
should be sent to Robert A. Reisinger, Editor,
3845 Inca StreetNE, Albuquerque, NM87111.
Manuscripts must be double-spaced typed or
printed copy. Glossy photographs must be
supplied for figures o.fstamps o.rco.verswhich
must show clearly against black backgrounds.
Photocopies are not satisfactory. If you need
help, write to the Editor. The author must
advise the Editor if the article has been published or is being considered far publicatio.n
elsewhere.
Copyright 1991
Canal Zone Study Group

Auctions
By Gilbert N. Plass
A good number of rarer Canal Zone
stamps were sold at auction during the past
quarter. This included a number that sold
for over $1000. With keen demand the price
was usually close to catalogue or sometimes considerably over (see the following
below: 39c, 61d, 71c + 71d, 86a, Ula). The
small number issuedofmost ofthese errors
suggests that the prices will increase in
the future as more and more United States
collectors add the fascinating stamps of the
U.S. Possessions to their collections.
All the stamps in the following list are
unused unless mentioned otherwise. Serious defects are noted. Prices do not include
the 10% premium paid by the buyer. The
catalogue price listed in the auction
catalogue is given in parenthesis following
the selling price.

la, CANAL ZONE inv., trop. og, $660
($750) Superior
12c, CANAL ZONE double, used, $400
($500) Harmers
13c, PANAMA double, trop. OG, $440
($550) Superior
21, Pair, $90 ($60) Ivy
23, Strip of 3 used as Postage Due on
1909 cover Ancon to Great Bri tain, $360
Ivy
24c, double ovp., $275 ($275) Superior
39c, booklet pane, traces of dulling on
gum, $830 ($500) Harmers
39d, ovp. reading down, dull og, $130
($150) Harmers
47, bl. of 4, slightly dist. og, centering
is vfexcept for center horiz. perfs. which
are f, $7000 Ivy
48, dried og, $400 ($700) Ivy
54, $605 ($750) Superior
56f, ZONE double; perfs, cut design,
$165 ($135) Superior
60a, CANAL double, in pair with
normal, $1150 ($1103) Harmers
61b, dbl. ovp., $935 ($700) Superior
61d, CANAL dbl. in pro with normal,
$1800 ($1502) Harmers
67, $605 ($450) Superior
67b, ZONE only, reading down, $1485
($1500) Superior
71c + 71d, CANAL only and ZONE
CANAL, vert. pr., $1300 ($1200) Harmers
73a, booklet pane, f, hinged, $385 ($150)
Superior
80, $70 ($65) Ivy
86a, ZONE ZONE in bI. of9, $990 (882)
Superior
B8, bl. of 4, $110 ($100) Christies
J12, $100 ($130) Ivy
J13, $95 ($75) Ivy
JIBa, ZONE ZONE in bI. of 6, $1210
$1750) Superior
OXl, complete pane of B, $210 ($350)
Ivy
Ula, head and ovp. only, $1700 ($1500)
Ivy
U2c, frame only, $1000 ($1600) Ivy
U2var., head printed well outside frame,
$1600 Ivy
U2var., strong shift of vignette to left,
$240 Superior
Oct. 6, 1920, 2 covers, Cristobal·
Kingston, Jamaica first flight, $270
Siegel
Addresses of above auctioneers: Please
mention The Canal Zone Philatelist when
writing for a catalogue. Auctioneers wishing to have their sales included, send
catalogues with prices realized to Gilbert
N. Plass, Box 9973, College Station, TX
77842. Christie:s - Robson Lo.we, 502 Park
Ave., New York, NY 10022; Harmers of
New York, Inc., 14-16 E. 33rd St., New
York, NY 10016; Ivy, Shreve, and Mader
Auction Galleries, Heritage Plaza, Highland Park Village, Dallas TX 75205-2788;
Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries, Inc.,
160 E. 56th St., New York, NY 10022,
Superior Stamp and Coin Co., Inc., 9301
Wilshire Blvd., Beverly Hills, CA 90210.
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USPS Salutes
Canal Zonians
In celebration of the 77th Anniversary
of the Panama Canal, Billy Ford, Vice
President of the Republic of Panama, will
be guest speaker at a luncheon of the
Panama Canal Society of Florida in Orlando on Saturday, June 22,1991. For the
occasion, the USPS has approved use of
this special pictorial cancellation June 1923, the week of the reunion of old friends
from the former Canal Zone. It is the grand
old seal of the Canal Zone, doing honor to
the builders and their descendants, and
known in all the countries of the world and
all the ships at sea. (See Fig. 1.)
Collectors may request the cancel by
writing to:
77th Anniversary
Panama Canal Station
The Postmaster
Orlando, FL 32862-9998
Do not send for the cancellation until a
week before the dates of use. Orders
received after June 23, sorry, cannot be
filled. Limit is 50 per customer; anything
over 50 is 5¢ each.

77th Anniversary
19-23 June 1991
PANAMA

CANAL

STATION

Orlando, FL 32819

Fig. 1. Special cancel for 77th
Anniversary of the Panama Canal.

C2 Spacing Varieties
(Continued from page 9)
from the uclassic· period of Canal Zone
overprints, there may have been little
interest in plating this stamp. If any of
our members have a full pane or large
blocks of C2, your assistance would be
appreciated in reporting whatever spacing
varieties you may find and, if possible,
their positions on the sheet.
It is interesting that my check of over
50 copiesofCl, in plate blocks and on cover,
shows a uniformspacingof16. 7mmforthat
issue. Apparently, AirMail and Cents were
reset when the C2 stamps were printed.
Anyone with a full pane or large block of
C1 should check for any similar variations
in spacing of the overprint.

J27 Partial Plate Number
J ames Hanna sends in the block of four
with plate number of J27 shown in Fig.
1. You will notice tha t only the bottom half
of the plate number has been printed.
J ames believes that another sheet may
have overlapped this sheet, causing part
of the numerals to be missing. If that were
the case, there would be another sheet with
the top half of this plate number printed
on it. Paul Kravitz offers another explanation. He believes that this was the result
of the wiper blade used to ink the plate
stopping abruptly. Because ink was not
uniformly distributed on the plate, only the
bottom part of the plate number was
printed. Whatever the cause, it is an
interesting oddity.
R.A. Reisinger

Unfranked
Celebrity Cover
There is fun collecting ordinary covers.
Not the expensive ones nor the philatelic
ones. I refer to those that have some
personal interest, to those addressed to
famous persons, but not those who have
been exploited philatelically. Frequently
they can be bought for a dollar or so, and
are not necessarily worth any more than
that!
One came my way recently. This one was
addressed to Miss Bebe Daniels, Lasky
Studios., Vine Str. Hollywood, California.
If you are old enough, you will remember
Eebe Daniels as one of the famous silentscreen actresses.
Virginia "Bebe" Daniels was born in
Dallas, Texas, in 1901. She started her
acting career at the age of seven in A
Common Enemy,
and some years later
played in the series Lonel5ome Luke (ll.ll61917).She co-starred withRudolph Valentino
and acted with the famous comedian
Harold Lloyd. Some of her better known
hits were Monsieur Beauclaire (1924), Miss
Brewster's Millions (1926), and She's a
Sheik (1927), all silent movies. She went
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Fig. 1. Unfranked
cancel.
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cover with Ancon

to RKO Studios and starred in Rio Rita
(1929). After co-starring with Ben Lyon in
Alias French Gertie (1930), the two were
married.
In 1933 they both moved to Britain and,
although the several movies they made
were disasters, they did have a successful
radio series and shows. She retired in 1955
and died in London after a long illness in
1971.
Whataddstothiscoveristhecornercard
of the Tivoli Hotel, printed by thermography in black ink, and that it has an Ancon
machine cancellation, type M-1, dated
August 27, 1920, and finally that there is
no stamp nor any sign that there ever was
one!
It is interesting to speculate how this
letter got through without a stamp and
without any postage due marking. Was it
removed from the mails and hand carried
to Lasky Studios? Was the Ancon postal
clerk such a great fan of hers that he would
not rate the postage due? Or, perhaps you
have some other explanation?
L.P. Entwistle

Canal Zone Aerophilately
Popular at Filatelic
Fiesta '91
Canal Zone aerophilatelic items exhibited at Filatelic Fiesta '91, San Jose,
California February 16-17, 1991, demonstrate growing popularity of this material.
Six of the ten airmail exhibits in
competition at the APS show contained
Canal Zone airmail covers. Two of these
award-winning displays were dedicated
exclusively to Canal Zone. They were
David J. Leeds' Gold Award "Canal Zone
Aerophilately - Covers 1918-1942" and
Allan M. Harris' Silver Award "Canal Zone
Foreign Air Mail Routes, February 1929
to February 1931." Leeds also received the
Everett ErIe third award.
The additional airmail exhibits containing some Canal Zone material included
John D. Day's "Pan Am Routes to the
South" (Silver) which showed the development of FAM 5 and FAM 9 to the Canal
Zone, into the Caribbean, Central and
South America, featuring the use of
Sikorsky Flying Boats S-38 and S-40.
Others wereMartinH.Feibusch's "Hindenburg
First North American Flight" (Vermeil);
Carl LeMar John's "Charles A. Lindbergh:
11

APhilatelic Tribute" (Silver); andA.L. Tov
Tobias' "U.S. Navy Flight Covers Transoceanic, Catapults andExperimentals"
(Vermeil).
Leeds' exhibit is heavy in the pioneer
area before 1929, with military as well as
CZ SCADTA covers. It also includes
several airship and crash covers.
The highlight of the Harris exhibit is an
unreported,
but well documented,
Brownsville-Cristobal
cover that made
proper connections onFAM 8/FAM 5 at San
Lorenzo,Honduros. Cancels and backs tamps
verify continuing air transport.
Feibusch's Hindenburg exhibit includes
a May 1936 Canal Zone origin of the first
North American flight. Other items in his
collection, now shown in this exhibit,
include several additional CZ covers with
varying mixes of CZ/US franking. This
exhibit has previously won Gold awards.
Carl LeMar John's Lindbergh exhibit
shows a round-trip FAM 5-1, 5-2, MiamiCristobal-Miami with autographs of both
Cristobal Postmaster
Bliss and Pilot
Lindbergh. His covers document Lindbergh's
participation in the development ofPanAm's
FAM-5 routes, with the initial MiamiCristobal S-38, February
1929 2-day
service, the April 1930 33-hour direct
express service, and the November 1931,
S-40American Clipper inauguration flights.
Canal Zone U.S. Naval flights were
widely scattered through Tobias' exhibit,
including several heretofore unreported.
His covers are limited to U.S. Navy but
are world-wide. The 1926 CMDR Bartlett
Hampton Roads/Coco Solo and the 1934
VP-7 San Diego Massed Flight are well
represented. The 1935 Coco Solo-Alameda
covers are quite rare, and the GalapagosCoco Solo showing includes Navy instructions about backstamping.
Filatelic Fiesta '91 presented a wide
array of Canal Zone Aerophilately. Clearly,
presentation of the Everett ErIe Awards
encouraged participation.
D. Leeds

CIAPEX '91 Meeting
The CZSG held a meeting at CIAPEX '91
in Des Moines, IA on March 23, 1991. Six
members and three guests were present,
including, for the first time, Secretary
John Smith and family.
Many thanks go to Dick Kraemer and
Bob Lambert for their effort in setting up
the meeting.
A slide presentation was made by Dick
Kraemer. He showed his personal slides
of the Panama Canal with Canal Zone
stamps superimposed in them. Many fine
and scarce stamps were also pictured
during the very enjoyable show. After the
slide show several members brought out
items from their collections for show. There
was enough to make anyone envious.
Those who did not make this CZSG
meeting missed out on seeing some great
material. This is a yearly meeting, and we
hope to see more of you next year.
J. Smith

President's Report
(Continued from page 9)
to understand the very important role that
the reviewing process plays, how it is
carried out, and how comments provided
by reviewers should be received. Reviewing is carried out to determine the appropriateness ofthe material to the CZSG, and
to ensure quality, accuracy, and clarity of
the article and handbook produced. Material that does not fall within the stated
goals of the CZSG will not be published
by us, though there is some room for
discussion as to how broadly those stated
purposes should be interpreted. For example, the CZSG would not publish a study
on the price ofreal estate in the Canal Zone,
but probably would consider publishing it
ifit involved the prices paid for real estate
on which post offices were subsequently
built, provided it was well written and
would appeal to a good fraction of our
membership.
For articles submitted to The CZP, the
primary responsibility for the reviewing
process lies with the Editor, who may ask
for evaluation or advice from members
with expertise in particular areas. At times
authors will submit their articles simultaneously to such experts. This can provide
the Editor with the early, high-quality
review that such people can provide. For
material more appropriate for handbooks,
a publication committee has been appointed to do this very important job. This
committee also functions to oversee the
stream of future publications and their
potential impact on our finances.
Sometimes authors are confused or
dismayed by this operation. For those of
us for whom publishing articles based on
our research is an important part of our
professional responsibilities,
submitting
material for review and receiving comments is almost second nature. Yes, at
times, the comments can be painful.
Sometimes the feedback can be discouraging, but the objective of the organization
and the reviewer is generally to get the
publication in the best possible shape prior
to publishing. The comments should be
interpreted that way. No, they are not
dictums that insist on certain modifications before publication can be permitted.
If the author believes that he or she has
a good reason to approach something or
say something in a particular way, it is
quite appropriate for the author to submit
a response to the points raised by the
reviewer. Sometimes the author and the
reviewer can come to an agreement at this
point. In some cases, a third party may
need to mediate the difference of opinion.
This may also be required if personal
feelings begin to interfere with the objectivity of the reviewing process. After all,
we are just people who make human
decisions and human mistakes.
If all parties remember that the major
objective is to get the publication into the
hands of the readers in the best shape

possible, the process can work well and
efficiently to the maximum benefit of all
our members and other interested readers.
Both the Editor and I will be happy to
discuss any plans you may have on either
a formal or informal basis. But please do
not be afraid to send in material. The
process may seem ominous and intimidating, but it really is not.

an oddity. As the author expressed, all of
us would like to find similar mistakes,
whether they be considered errors or
oddities.

Cover Survey
When exhibiting my 1904-1924 postal
markings at WESTPEX in 1990, one of the
judges questioned the scarcity of somel of

Editor's Column

the items and asked me how many reg~s-

Robert A Reisinger
3845 Inca Street NE
Albuquerque, NM 87111

town.
tered
covers
I could
werenot
recorded
answer
a giv~n
numbers
other
than
that from
atin thespecijic
time
Lawson Entwistle's book on postal maikings was published, there were no F~rt

I would like to take this opportunity to
thank all of the members who have
contributed material for the CZP since
my taking over as editor six issues ago.
For those of you who sent in an article and
haven't seen it in print yet, let me explain
that there are several factors that may
have kept your contribution from a previous issue. First, a balance must be struck
between stamp and cover articles, book
reviews, and general interest background
articles. Second, and perhaps just as
important, is to get all of the articles in
each edition to fit appropriately on eight
pages. So, if you have sent in something,
please be patient.
For those persons sending in announcements of CZSG meetings at various stamp
shows, please note that the material for
each quarter is sent to the printer by the
end of the first month of that quarter. If
you have an announcement for April
through June, it has to get to me by the
end of January.
I may be able to send
something to the printer a week or so later,
in an emergency, bu t anything beyond that
is almost impossible to handle. Sometimes
dates or times aren't firm for these
meetings. If you set a tentative date and
ask interested members to contact you for
details, this arrangement would be far
better than not having your notice printed.
As always, a stockpile of articles is
needed to make my job easier as editor.
I am not able to dash off an article to fill
empty space as easily as some other
members because my collection is in a
rather specialized area, and articles on
many of the major items of interest in this
area have already been published. Therefore, I must rely on you, the members, for
an interesting variety of subjects that will
be meaningful to a large number of our
readers. Please send in any articles you
may have been considering, but haven't
gotten around to writing. If any problems
arise with your article, I will get back to
you and we'll see if we can work out a
solution.
In the First Quarter 1991 edition of CZP,
there was an article titled "Second Error
Sheet Found" which described an offset on
the gum of a sheet of Scott No. 165.
Technically, this is not an error, bu t rather,
12

Grant registered
reported.
thien
realized
that we covers
know that
coversI from
certain towns are difficult to find, but we
really don't have any accurate data on the
number of covers known. Therefore, I have
volunteered to tabulate the number of
coversas known
from the
scarcer
townshard
las
well
those scarce
covers
bearing
to obtain postage stamps. Hopefully, the
membership will respond to the following
request. Please send me photocopies of
your covers with postal markings from
Bohio, Chargres, Cristobal Sta.A, Cristobal
Sta. B, Fort Grant, France AFB, Frijoles,
Madden Dam, Ma tachin, Miraflores, MoJte
Lirio, San Pablo, and Toro Point. Also
appreciated would be photocopies of ahy
200 -July
have been
recorded.)
photocopy
is
pre
1, 1924
registeredIf acovers.
(oJ1er
not possible, please send me the following
information: town, Entwistle markin~s,
date of postmark, and the Scott numbers
of the stamps used.
Knowing that many people would prefer
not to have the contents of their collections
linked with their name, please feel free Ito
send the photocopies or data to me in care
of either the Editor or the President of the
CZSG, who will remove your name and
address, if you so request. If you prefJr,
I
you may send the material anonymously.
The main thing is to make the study ~s
accurate as possible. Therefore, your participation is essential.
I will report on the material compiled
in the CZP no later than the first quart~r
of 1992, so please send the information ks
soon as possible.

I
Brad Wilde
I
c/o P.M. Coal Co.
Drawer 519
Berry, AL 35546

ARIPEX Meeting

I

Six persons attended an informal meeting of the Study Group held at the ARIPEX
91 show, Tucson, Arizona, on January
26th. The status of various planned publications was discussed, but no firm datFs
could be established. Several of the participants showed some unusual, althoukh
not rare, covers.

I

Covers of the Quarter
An interesting cover was sent in by M.E.
Adams showing six copies of Scott No. 39c
on a registered cover to Detroit, Michigan.
(See Fig. 1.) By matching up the margins,
it appears that all six stamps are from the
same pane, but, unfortunately, were separated to fit around the address. The cover
was mailed on August 22, 1918, and
receiving marks were applied in New York
on September 2. The censor tape was also
applied in New York, because it partially
covers a New York backstamp. The 12cents postage reflects 2 cents for the
regular rate plus 10 cents for uninsured
registry fee. Interestingly, the envelope
indicates "Return Receipt Demanded," but
there is no indication that the 7 cents
necessary for that service was ever paid.
It is possible that the sender decided not
to pay forthe return recei pt when he mailed
the letter, but nobody crossed out this
message on the envelope.
R.A. Reisinger

Through the courtesy of Bob Karrer, one
more E. Jay Wilson cover celebrating the
30th anniversary of the United States
acquisition of the Canal Zone has been
reported. It was postmarked aboard the
U.S.S. Relief on Feb. 26, 1934.
For a review of previous articles on these
covers see Who No. 83 on page 9 and Who
No. 86 on page 3.
John C. Smith
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Unusual
Informa tional Markings
Several unusual Informational Markings have been seen recently on Canal Zone
covers. The first one (Fig. 1) was mailed
from Albrook Field with a 6¢ Globe and
Wing air mail stamp; however, the envelope was stuck to the back of another
addressed to Rochester, N.Y. The stamp
was not canceled at Albrook Field and the
uncanceled envelope, addressed to Chicago, was noted at the Rochester post office
and canceled there on July 10, 1952. A
handstamp was also struck reading "Received at Rochester, N.Y. / stuck to another
letter."
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Fig. 2. Cancel reflecting wartime
.- currency controls.

Fig. 3. Canadian label indicating
that the letter had been inspected
pursuant to its currency regulations.
white paper label reading "Opened to
verify contents in / accordance with requirements/of Foreign Exchange Control
Board / and officially sealed by" followed
by the initials of the Examiner. It also has
a purple Vancouver, B.C. handstamp with
the date.
L.P. Entwistle

Fig. 1. Registered cover showing
booklet stamps of No. 39c.
Fig. 1. Rochester, New York, special
hands tamp for uncanceled mail.
A new cacheted cover commemorating
the 30th anniversary of the "US STARTS
WORK ON THE PANAMA CANAL MAY
4, 1904," has been reported. It appears to
be a homemade rubber hands tamp using
blue ink. The flag on top of the steamshovel
was hand drawn. (See Fig. 1.) This same
event was celebrated with cacheted covers
created by E. Jay Wilson, including one
postmarked on May 4, 1934, on the U.S.S.
Lapwing.

Fig. 2. This cover celebrates the
30th anniversary of the U.S. start·
ing work on the Panama Canal. It
is franked with Scott No. 115.

Of course, this is not a Canal Zone
marking, but one would surely think that
it was not used frequently. Traces of the
glue that caused the letter to stick to
another can still be seen.
The second cover (Fig. 2) has a Canal
Zone Informational
Marking reading
"Supposed to contain Matter/Subject to
the Provisions of / Executive Order 8389
as Amended." The letter was registered at
Ancon on March 8,1943, and was censored.
Through the assistance of the University
of Arizona Library, I was able to determine
that Executive Order 8389 refers to currency controls that were enforced during
World War II.
The third cover has an unusual label of
Canadian origin (Fig. 3). It was mailed
from Balboa on June 26, 1941, by air mail
to Vancouver, B.C., and franked with three
copies of the 5¢ Culebra Cut. Since World
War II was underway, although the United
States was not yet directly involved,
currency restrictions were in force in
Canada. The letter was opened and examined by the Foreign Exchange Control
Board at Vancouver, then sealed with a
13

Paid Reply Postal Cards
from the Canal Zone
David J. Leeds
Reply cards are sold to the public as two
unsevered postal cards, one for the message, the other for the prepaid reply. These
are common in domestic use of many
countries, and are often issued for international use at an appropriately higher
price. Convention is that the reply portion
of the card is valid for international
postage. International
paid reply cards
were used in the United States from 1893
until about 1967. However, they are seldom
seen properly used from foreign countries.
They are rarities when used from the Canal
Zone.
Three examples are shown:
Great Britain 1/2d George V reply half.
(SeeFig.1) SincetheratetoEngland
would
have been 2¢, and additionall¢ Canal Zone
stamp was added. The Cristobal machine
cancel February 15, 1928, missed cancelling the added Canal Zone stamp. The rose
"T" (tax) marking is obliterated in blue
pencil. This appears to be a legitimate nonphilatelic usage ofthe card with a personal
message, though the basic card was inappropriate for international mail.
United States 3-cent McKinley reply
(Continued

on page 14)

The cover shown in Fig. 1 was carried
on a segment of the Pan America flight from
Belem, Para, Brazil (August 8, 1931) to
Port of Spain, Trinidad (August 19, 1931)
with several delays en route. Airmail
service via FAM-5 had been inaugurated
from Trinidad in February 1931 (completing "The Lindbergh Circle"); however,
infrequent service may account for the late
arrival in Cristobal, August 28, 1931.

J

Fig. 1. Scott No.4 counterfeit.
Fig. 1. Great Britain reply half.

wrong, as it has a short bottom legcompared
to the fat vertical part. On the 10-cent, (Fig.
2) CANAL ZONE measures too long, being
over 17mm. The overprint is irregular and
poorly printed. Note that both these stamps
are used. The catalogue values of the
underlying used U.S. stamps are much
lower than the corresponding Canal Zone
varieties. The differentials on the unused
stamps are much less pronounced. It paid
a counterfeiter to tryon the used stamps,

Fig. 1. DO-X cover to Canal Zone.

Information Request
Plate Numbers
CZ Scott Nos. 105-117
The Bureau Records indicate
that certain printing plates
were "Sent To Press" but the
numbers below may have been
printed and not shipped or
are possibly rare or you have
a dozen of each.

Fig. 2. United States 3-cent
McKinley reply half.

TED STATES OF AME'RICA

118122
123711 Wet Wet
105 121471-72-73-74
Booklet
121496
DryPrinting
Dry
andPrinting
118188
Dry
orWet
Dryor Dry
Panes
Only
114
109 121518-19-20
106a Panes
115457-58-59-60 Booklet
117a
132718-19 112

Fig. 2. Fake overprint of Scott No.8.

Fig. 3. United States 4-cent Liberty
reply half.
half (Scott UY 12r).(See Fig. 2.) This may
have been philatelically inspired since the
domestic rate was 2-cents and the message
is but an initial. The RPO/RMS strike
makes a very neat cover.
United States 4-centLibertyreplycard
(Scott UY 16).(See Fig. 3.) Used from
Cristobal November 19, 1956, this is a
proper but strictly philatelic contrivance.
The first side of the double card has the
first day cancel from the ASDA National
Stamp Show in New York, November 16,
1956. It is addressed to a known Zonian
collector and must have had airmail
treatment since the Cristobal mailing date
is only three days later.

Fake Overprints
Illustrated here are two fake overprints,
designed to look like second series stamps.
The good overprint should have the CANAL
ZONE overprint 16mm long and 1.8mm
high. In the 2-cent variety illustrated inFig.
1, the letters are too tall, measuring over
2mm. The L in CANAL particularly looks

-but he was using good merchandise for the
unused varieties. Note also the cancellations on these stamps. Good used copies of
Scott Nos. 4-8 almost always show the
cancellation with seven horizontal bars
called Killer 1 in Postal Markings of the
Canal Zone by Lawson P. Entwistle, published by the CZSG in 1982. Town cancellations on these stamps are very scarce. I
know, as I have been looking for them for
a long time. Except for some last day covers,
primarily those made by Maduro, town
cancellations of these stamps on cover are
scarce too. The wavy line marking shown
on the 2-cent variety was not used in the
Canal Zone until much later, so that is a
very bad sign. You do have to be careful in
purchasing stamps in this series.
R.D. Bates, Jr.

Data to be included in
forthcoming book.
Contributors acknowledged.

Please contact
Joseph M. Napp
5 Knollwood Drive
West Orange, N.J.
07052-2405

CANAL ZONE
DO-X Mail to

the Canal Zone
David J. Leeds
The Dornier Wal (DO-X) 12-engine
flying boat was the largest aircraft of its
time. Its only American flight was a twoyear saga that skipped from Spain to
Africa, then Brazil, the Eastern Caribbean, Miami, New York, the North Atlantic,
and home.
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ON
APPROVAL
WANT LISTS OPTIONAL
H.W. ARMSTRONG
BOX 033305
INDIALANTIC, Fl 32903

Winners
OMAHA STAMP SHOW '90, August 31September 2. Omaha, Nebraska. Omaha
Philatelic Society. An OPS Presidents
Award, Silver award, and Bronze award
to Robert Dreibus for Chronological Use
of Canal Zone Stamps.
EAST BAY COLLECTORS CLUB 1990,
September 15-16, Oakland, California.
Reserve Grand, Gold, and Perry Nahl
Awards to Allan M. Harris for Canal Zone
Aerophilately, February 1929 to February
1931."
SACAPEX '90, November 3-4, Sacramento, California. Sacramento Philatelic
Society. A Silver award to Allan M. Harris
for Canal Zone Foreign Air Mail Routes,
February 1929 to February 1931.
SUNPEX '90, November 10-11, Sunnyvale, California. Sunnyvale Stamp Society. A Silver and American Air Mail Society
Award to Allan M. Harris for Canal Zone
Foreign Air Mail Routes, February 1929 to
February 1931.
Worthington Stamp Club Show and
Bourse, Nov. 17-19, 1990, Westerville,
Ohio. A third place award to Gary Saum
for his one-frame exhibit Air Mail Postal
Stationery Envelopes of the Canal Zone.
JAPEX '90, November 23-25, TOKYO,
JAPAN. A large Silver to Takahiro Ohta
for Canal Zone, 1904-1924.
Filatelic Fiesta '91, February 16-17, San
Jose, California, San Jose Stamp Club. A
Silver award to Allan M. Harris for his
exhibit Canal Zone Foreign Air Mail
Routes, February 1929 to February 1931.
SPRINGPEX '91, March 23-24, Springfield, Virginia, Springfield Stamp Club. A
Vermeil award to Brad Widle for his exhibit
Canal Zone Airmail Stamps on Cover, The
First Decade.
WESTPEX '91, April 26-28, San Francisco, Council of Northern California
Philatelic Societies. A Silver to Allan M.
Harris for his exhibit Canal Zone Foreign
Air Mail Routes, February 1929 to February 1931.
Congratulations
to all the winners. It
is apparent that more and more Canal
Zone exhibits are being presented to the
collecting public at various stamp shows
both in the United States and foreign
countries. Great!
R.R. Salz

William A. Fox Auctions, Inc.
Announces the Unreserved Public Auction of the

Morton Dean Joyce Collection
of

Canal Zone and Phili ppines
Booklets and Booklet Panes
July 24-25, 1991
Newark Airport Holiday Inn NORTH
For a copy of the Catalog, send $2.00 to the address below.
(With Prices Realized $2.00 plus a No. 10SASE)

William A. Fox Auctions, Inc.
676 Morris Avenue, Springfield, N.J. 07081
Tel. (201)467·2366 Fax (201) 467·9055

CANAL ZONE
SCOTT #39CS - Unexploded

Specimen

Booklet of Canal Zone.

Scott #39c - 2 panes, each with blue specimen overprint and security punch.
As an unexploded booklet, we believe this may be unique. Truly a rare item
for the booklet pane collector, Canal Zone collector or simply the discerning
collector of taste.

Nominations and
Elections Committee
A nominating committee consisting of
Robert Karrer, Robert Reisinger, and
George Stilwell has been appointed to
solicit nominations for President, VicePresident, Secretary, and Treasurer, plus
three members of the Board of Directors.
They will also oversee the elections to be
held this fall for two year term!> starting
in January 1992. Please send your suggestions for these offices to any of the members
of the committee. If you need an address,
Robert Reisinger is the Editor of the CZP
and his address is listed elsewhere in this
issue.

COLUMBIAN

STAMP COMPANY

P.O. Box B, New Rochelle,
(914) 725-2290
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Fig. 1. Membership growth chart.

Deceased
627
1313

Resigned

Dr. Morton R. Milsner
James T. Caulfield

266
968
1288
1649

LeRoy L. Ross
Carl GeItner
Dr. Louis O. Fiset
Dennis N. Cipolla

Canal Zone Study Group
1990Financial Statement
Income:

1990 dues:

Regular

Sales:

Contributing, Sustaining
Book- -'- Canal Zone Stamps
Other Publications
Advertising

$5,335

-

$9,493

1...l.5..B.

638
263

CZP

110

Interest

.................... 3,223

Mail sale proceeds (Note) .
Mailing list

...

3,482
90

.

$17,299
Expenses:

CZP Printing,

postage, editorial

(Note) .....

..... 5,485

Membership, publicity, officer's expenses .
..... 1,476
Handbook No.7 - U.S. Navy Slogans ....
... 2,109
Medals
.
...... . .. Ll2.5.
Income over expenses
Net Assets: January 1, 1990
December 31, 1990
Net Assets, December

........ 7,104
.
.

......

31, 1990: NOW account.. ....

Less 1991 dues received in advance ..

1.3...l.B..5.

........... $50,289
............ $56,219
.................

..Ui.JUQj

$50,289
At December 31, 1990, all bills were paid.
Dues are reported as income in the year to which they relate.
Note: In 1990 five issues of the CZP were paid for.
Note:

Mail Sale No. 19 results:
Lots sold
Less payment

$83,160
to sellers

f.11....8.ffi

Net (10% to CZSG
Expenses: Printing

$2,875

Postage

1,452

Other
Net proceeds to CZSG

$8,316

.5..Q.1

.........•.............

:L1i.3..1
3,482

Richard F. Larkin, Treasurer
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