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For most of us, the introduction to Canal Zone
stamp collecting is a memorable experience.
Some had interest stemming from time spent in
the Zone or from family ties to it. Others, like me,
had been stamp collectors for many years before
we "found" Canal Zone. I started as a world
collector, an interest that originated in the
remnants of my grandfather's collection tucked
away in the attic, with older stamps from so
many exotic-sounding faraway places like DiegoSuarez, Inhambane, Orange River Colony, or
Tuscany. How many of us have memories from
our childhood like the helpful dealer in the hobby
store downtown who sold first day cover
envelopes, supplies, and stamps and gave gentle
advice, or the shipments of approvals from
mystical places like Calais, Maine or Littleton, NH?
As I grew into my late teens, the world seemed
too big, and I moved out of my three-volume
International album into a Scott's National
album. My interests had progressed to primarily
U.S. By the time I finished high school, I had my
first set of Zeppelins, but my collecting went into
dormancy while I was in college. In fact, I sold
most of my better stamps to cover some of my
expenses. But while in graduate school, I picked
up my collecting again, and began moving back
into and through the Columbians and TransMississippi series, and picked up a replacement
set of Zeppelins. Then, as I had to go back to fill in
the Washington-Franklins that had been skipped
over, I started to fill in the missing pieces. As I
worked through these, I had to pick up the
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Commemorative Cachets
from U.S. Naval Vessels
in the Canal Zone
U.S. Holiday Cachets
By Roger A. Wentworth
I have received letters from many Study
Group members since this series began, asking
when are you going to write about holiday
cachets? I had planned initially for this topic to be
the last in the series because it encompasses the
largest variety of cachets used by naval vessels in
the Canal Zone. This particular group of cachets
is among the most highly sought after by naval
cover collectors in general and by C.Z. cover
collectors in particular. The cachet designers
here illustrated include most of the "giants"
active during the 1930's and 1940's including
Blackwell, Buchwald, Crosby, Czubay, Richell,
Sadworth, and Schramm. There were scores of
lesser known cachet designers from the Universal Ship Cancellation Society and American
Naval Cancel Society who also made holiday
cachets used in the Canal Zone.
The first group of cachets selected (Fig. 1-15)
represent but a few of the more important major
holiday cachets used at the Canal Zone by U.S.
warships. Except for figures 3-5 all have raised
ink and brilliant colors. Because of this and the

designers who made them, they command above
average prices (between $5 and $15+). Some can
also be found in flat ink at lower prices. Most of
these cachets were issued in limited numbers
which also affects their value. The Sad worth
cachet in fig. 2 is very scarce as are the Blackwells in figs. 8-12. The Blackwell cachets were
done for the Canal Zone Collectors Club in
quantities of 100 or less. For those interested, the
designers are listed in the figure legends.
The second group of cachets are for minor
holidays (and calendar events). Most are unknown cachet makers but were widely used by
many ships while in the Canal Zone as well as
other ports of call. Some familiar cachet makers
are also included, such as Buchwald (fig. 19),
Blackwell (fig. 28), Richell (fig. 24), and W.F.
Schlechter (figs. 25, 29), designer of the famous
"Bird Boat" cachets.
W.F. Schlechter made an entire series ofthese
"Bird Boat" cachets several of which are familiar
to C.Z naval collectors (such as U.S.S. Mallard,
Teal, Wuodcock, Lapwing, Thrush, and Sandpiper). These were primarily used for Memorial
Day covers, but Christmas, Thanksgiving, Navy
Day, and presidential birthday covers can also be
found. These particular cachets are highly sought
after by collectors. In all, there were 48 different
ships commemorated. (Anyone wishing a list of

(Continued on page 32)

Mail Sale #19
Consignments for the 19th mail sale
may be sent between April 5 and April 30,
1990,' to George W. Stilwell, Rt. 1, Box
387A, Fair Play, S.C. 29643. Certificates
are required on all Scott Nos. 1,2,3, and
15. Please ship material insured or registered and be sure to include an inventory.
The sale will be held in early September,
shortly after BALPEX.

Fig. 1. V.S.S. Trenton, W.G. Crosby cachet.
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Fig. 3, V.S,S. Richmond,
W. Richell/D. Schramm cachet.

Fig. 7. U.S.S. Chaumont,
Blackwell cachet.

Fig, 4, V.S. Frigate Constitution,
W. Richell/D. Schramm cachet

Fig. 8. Blackwell

Fig. 5. V.S. Frigate
Crosby cachet.

Fig. 9. V.S.S. Barracuda,
W. Richell cachet.

cachet

Articles and information for publication
should be sent to Gary B. Weiss. Editor, 450
Blossom St., Webster. TX 77598. Manuscripts
must be double-spaced typed or printed copy.
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figu res of stam ps or covers which must show
clearly agai nst black backgrou nds. Photocopies are not satisfactory. If you need hel p,
write to the Editor. The author must advise
the Editor if the article has been publ ished or
is bei ng considet'ed for pu bl ication elsewhere.
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Fig. 2, U.S,S, Goff, G,V.
Sadworth

cachet

Constitution, W.G.

Fig. 6. V.S.S. Lapwing,
Wright Richell cachet.
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Fig. 10. Same with Blackwell

cachet.

Auctions
By Gilbert N. Plass
Another important auction of rarer Canal
Zone stamps was held by Steve Ivy at the end of
August 1989. There were 129 lots which contained a number of the errors with only 10 to 20
known copies. Some of these had not been sold at
auction for several decades. These errors brought
startling prices from full catalogue up to 50%
over catalogue.
As usual all stamps listed here are unused
unless mentioned otherwise. Serious defects are
noted. The prices do not include the 10%premium
paid by the buyer. The catalogue price as given
in the auction catalogue is in parenthesis followed
by the name of the auctioneer. Unless mentioned
otherwise, all items listed below are from the
Steve Ivy sale.

Fig. 11. U.S.S. Lapwing,
Blackwell cachet.

Fig. 12. U.S.S. Teal, Blackwell

Fig. 13. U.S.S. Cachalot
with 1939 U.S. Christmas
R. Buchwald cachet.

cachet

seal and

theseships may contact this writer.) To my
knowledge there were only 6 Schlechter "Bird
Boat" cachets used in the Canal Zone.
Also included here are some cachets which
commemorate calendar events which are not
true holidays (Navy Day, Dewey Day, and
Maritime Day). These are primarily Naval event
themes celebrated by the U.S. Navy. The ship
cover in Fig. 24, U.S.S. Grebe, was one of the
escort vessels which went through the Canal
with the U.S.S Constitution on her 1932 and
1934 passages. The Grebewas later sunk at Pearl
Harbor on December 7, 1941, but refloated.
(Continued on page 28)

Scott Nos. 1,2,3 on July 5, 1904 cover to Mass.,
$1700
2 on July 13,1904 cover to Panama, $675 ($400)
3a, inverted ovp., uneven perfs, $375 ($500)
3 on July 9, 1904 cover to Panama, $450 ($515)
2 (4), 3 on July 22, 1904 cover from Colon,
Panama to Kingston, Jamaica (used after
stamps were demonetized in Canal Zone)
$1050
CZSG No. 10.3a (3) "ANAL ZONE" + 10.5 (9)
split ovp. in b1.of 12, $400
lOa, inverted ovp., $230 ($250)
11a, antique ZONE; two PANAMAs close
together, CZSG 11.7, in block of 4, $190($128+)
11b, PANAMA ovp. inverted, b1. of 4, $1050
($1300) _
12a, antique CANAL; 12b antique ZONE, in
block of 25, some defects, $425 ($339)
12c, CANAL ZONE double, $450 ($500)
12, PANAMA and. spaced AL in pair with
normal, $700 ($600+)
13c, double PANAMA on left stamp of horiz.
pair; right stamp normal; s.e. at top. $475
($568)
13, spaced AL in block of 4, $200 ($180)
13, inv. M in PANAMA, in block of 4, $200 ($155)
14a, antique ZONE in block of 4, $1050 ($790)
CZSG 14.6, PAN AMA 5 mm below bar in block
of 4, $260 ($200)
CZSG 15.2b, PANAMA 15 mm long, perfs cut
design at bottom. $1800 ($2650)
19a, antique CANAL in block of 4, $350 ($340)
20b, antique ZONE, $220 ($300)
23c, double ovp., $425 ($400)
25a, horiz pair, imperf. btw., $1400 ($600)
33a, double ovp., $180 ($250)
36a, "10 cts" inv., $290 ($275)
38a, pair, one without ovp., $1350 ($1100)
46a, inv. ovp. reading down, nibbed perfs at top,
$300 ($300)
52b, booklet pane of 6, dried og, toned, $475
($600)
53b, horiu. pair, one without Oyp.,$1150 ($:100)
55b, horiz. pair, one without ovp., $950 ($650)
56a, double ovp., $400 ($350)
71d. ZONE CANAL, $240 ($300)
80, $75 ($65)
C2, plate b1.of 6, $600 ($845)
J17a, POSTAGE DUE double, $350 ($400)
J17b, E omitted, $300 ($400)
U2b, head and ovp. only, $1100 ($1400)
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A few stamps reported sold in other auctions
during the past quarter:
15, part trop. og, f, $1550 ($2350) Siegel
1906-1920 Panamanian vignette proofs for 1c10c 1906 and 24c - 50c 1921 issue, on separate
cards, $725 Siegel
COl-7, C014, b1.of 4 $450 ($516) Bartlett
01-2,04-7,09,
b1. of 4 $330 ($380) Bartlett
Addresses of above auctioneers:
Steve Ivy Philatelic Auctions, Inc.
2121 N. Akard, Dallas, TX 75201
Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries, Inc.
160 E. 56th St., New York, NY 10022
Aubrey Bartlett Inc.
49 Geary, Suite 225, San Francisco, CA 94108

Book Review
By Gary B. Weiss
Napp's Numbers, Volume 1, A Study of the
Plate Number Combinations created by the Overpr1:nting of u.s. Postage Stamps for Use in the
United StrLte:;Possessirms and Administrative
A reus, 1899-1946 by Joseph M. N app, softbound,
194 pages. Published 1988 by Grounds for
Divorce Publications, 5 Knollwood Drive, West
Orange, NJ 07052, $25.
This book and its companion volume on
Philippine plate numbers are an important
resource to the collector of plate number items of
the U.S. possessions. The book contains much
original research and belongs in the library of all
such collectors. The author states in his preface
that his primary aim was to list all of the plate
number and position combinations that are
known to exist or potentially may exist. He
fulfills this goal admirably. Although for the
Canal Zone, most of thi-s information
has
appeared in the Philatelist or in Canal Zone
Stamps by Plass, Brewster and Salz, new
information abounds and I particularly enjoyed
such speculations as Scott No. 97 and 101 having
a common printing with a subsequent change in
the perforating tools.
For the collector of only Canal Zone plate
blocks, there are several disturbing problems
with this work. My first concern is the pricing of
the sharp A overprints. As the wrong font
CANAL variety can be found on UL plate
blocks, these blocks command a very significant
premium; however, the prices are the same in
this book.
A similar concern with priCing relates to Scott
No. 118 and 119. Napp states that "Some plate
positions are more difficult than others and
would command a premium from a specialist." I
would certainly like to know which positions rate
a premium and how large that premium should
be. As such a specialist, I have never been certain
whether the few positions that I need are rare or
if I have just been unlucky in finding them.
My last concern is that non confirmed plate
blocks are priced (even though I generally agl'ee
with the pricing). As an exhibitor, it worries me
that an expert judge with access to this book may
downgrade my exhibit for lacking items that do
not exist. For example, Napp lists 16 different
plate blocks of Scott No. 94 but I doubt that there
even exist that many plate blocks of six. In
contrast, for the rare 4th printing of Scott No. 92,
it is clearly noted that plate number 20033 is
known only in a block of 4, not 6. Such information would be helpful on more of the rare items.

The Long ZONE of the
Third Issue
After the years of study that have gone into the
CANAL ZONE Overprint of the Third Issue,
one would be sure that nothing new could be
found. Yet, not so! From the very beginning the
overprinting was examined for broken letters,
letters replaced by a different font (the so-called
antique type), and all other varieties and errors.
'The plate was made by setting type for 100
subjects. After the first printing (Stage J), the
type was dumped, or at least was not in ready
useable form. When more stamps were ordered,
the Commission Printing Office had to reassemble the plate, but it had learned its lesson
and thereafter kept the form for later printings.
The word CANAL in the normal 8 point
Century Expanded type measures 14.8 mm long
and ZONE is 11 mm long.
At position 40 of Stage 1,the original printing,
ZONE measures 11.5 mm long, and this feature
has been confirmed for Scott No. 9,14, and 15. It
should also exist on Scott No. 10, 12, and 13 the
only other stamps overprinted at that time. It
should also be noted that position 40 has the left
portion of the upper serif of the "L" bent downwards and possibly shortened slightly. The
known example of No. 15 also has the inverted
"N" in PANAMA at the right.
The illustration is an enlargement
from
positions 40 and 50, showing types band c,
respectively, of the 8 cts surcharge of No. 14.

Holiday Cachets
(Continued from page 27)

Fig. 14. V.S.S. Snapper,
R. Buchwald cachet.

Fig. 18. US.S. Bobolink.
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Fig. 15. V.S.S. Trenton, W.
RichelI cachet.

Fig. 19. US.S. Cachalot.
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Fig. 20. US.S. Kanawha.

Fig. 16. US.S. Rochester.

Fig. 1. Scott No. 14, pair, top
stampdwith
long ZONE.
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Fig. 17. V.S.S. Hannibal.
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CONN.

Fig. 21. V.S.S. Milwaukee.

D.S.S. Fairfax Cachets
and Cancels
By Roger A. Wentworth
Without a doubt, the V.S.S. Fairfax was the
most prolific user of cachets and C.Z. cancels of
any V.S. Naval vessel to visit or transit the
Panama Canal. In preparing this article, twentyeight completely different covers between 1934
and 1937 were found. I receive more inquiries
about this ship and its covers than any other
having visited the Canal Zone.
The V.S:S. Fairfax (DD93) was stationed in
the Canal Zone between Oct. I, 1936 and Mar. 11,
1937 as part of the Special Service Squadron.
(She made frequent visits before and after these
dates.) During this period, Russell C. Carey,
Navy Mail Clerk, was responsible for creating
some of the most innovative cachets and cancels
produced aboard any naval vessel of the era.
They are colorful and have some of the most
perfect strikes seen on naval covers during this
period. (The only ships who rival Carey's work
are the V.S.S. Trenton and V.S.S. Memphis,
both attached to the same squadron at this time).
I have selected five covers with cachets and
cancels typical of Carey's work while in the Canal
Zone (Fig. 1-5). You will notice that he has
autographed all but one of these covers, indicating they were made for purely philatelic
consumption. Fig. 6 is the work of W.G. Crosby
and R.C. Carey.
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Fig. 26. D.S.S. Snapper.

Fig. 22. D.S.S. Northampton.
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Fig. 27. D.S.S. Mallard,

Fig. 23. D.S.S. Chicago.
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Fig. 24. D.S.S. Grebe.
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Fig. 25. D.S.S. Lapwing.
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Fig. 28. Navy Day cachet.
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Fig. 2

Fig. 29. D.S.S. Teal

(Continued on page 32)
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Volunteers

Secretary's Report

Two members have volunteered to take over
jobs that Dick Salz had benn handling. Jeanne
Flynn Stough has volunteered to take the job of
gleaning names from the APS lists and writing
to prospective Canal Zone Study Group members. John P. Daniel, Jr. has volunteered to check
the winning exhibits announced in the philatelic
press and to ensure that they are announced in
The Canal Zone PhilateliBt. The membership
appreciates very much their taking over these
important chores.

John C. Smith
408 Redwood Lane
Schaumburg, IL 60193
As of September 11, 1989, the Canal Zone
Study Group has 888 members. This is a slight
reduction from last year at this time. Unfortunately, 53 members have been removed from the
records for either non-payment of dues, resignations or deaths. Does anyone have friends that
might be interested in joining the CSZG? I would
be happy to send them a complimentary CZP
and a membership form. Just send me their
names and addresses.
The 1990 dues notices have been mailed and
you will have received the combination dues and
ballot before you read this. So please help your
secretary by mailing in your dues and voting as
early as possible, along with any address change.
It is an even numbered year in 1990 and time
to vote for your officers and directors by checking
the election boxes on your dues envelope. During
the last election we received several comments on
the elections being "a waste," "why bother," "only
one name was listed for each office." Please
remenber the CZSG is an all volunteer group,
and the candidates on the ballot are the only
members who have offered their services.
Furthermore, the bi-ennial balloting is a requirement contained in the CZSG by-laws. So please
give us all the support you can.
Have a joyous Holiday Season and a fantastic
New Year.

RD. Bates, Jr.

Back To Basics

Appointments
In accordance with the CZSG by-laws, I have
appointed a nominating and elections committee
consisting of William R Kuttner, Chairman,
Jerry D. Craig, and Gerald F. Cunningham to
handle the elections in late 1989.
RD. Bates, Jr.

Meeting at STaMpsHOW 89
The CZSG held a successful regional meeting
at the Disneyland Hotel, Anaheim, California in
conjunction with STaMpsHOW 89 August 27,
1989.David J. Leeds conducted the 2-hour session
in the absence of President Richard D. Bates, Jr.
Despite the less than desirable Sunday afternoon
timeslot allocated to the meeting by show
officials, about a dozen people attended.
Leeds reported on the state of the organization,
including future publications and exhibit plans
for BALPEX 1990 show.
Slides were shown of unusual Canal Zone
philatelic material, including the previously
published Gold Rush essays (CZP 83:12), the
unissued 1906 (?) Panama Canal Zone design
original watercolors (CZP 92:17), and a die proof
of UX4 without a "CANAL ZONE" overprint
(unissued by Panama). Some interesting examples of Canal Zone air flight covers were also
shown, part of an ongoing study of Canal Zone
aerophilately. In addition, a number of French
Interoceanic Canal and Panama Railroad stock
and bond certificates were featured. Interesting
questions were raised, some of which could be
answered by members present.
An added feature of STaMpsHOW was the
Steve Ivy Auction during which the Lawrence J.
Kanter collection was sold, bringing record
prices for many Canal Zone gems.
D.J. Leeds
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In the previous submission under this heading,
I dealt with the question of gum, particularly on
early Canal Zone stamps. The question of mint
NH is one of the first to be raised by collectors
new to our specialty. Another topic of concern to
the refugee from U.S. collecting concerns means
of telling apart different stamps that look the
same to the casual observer. I will devote an
entire issue's Back to Basics to distinguishing
among the different types of overprints on both
U.S. and Panama stamps, complete with illustrations. In this issue I will discuss the features that
U.S. collectors come to love or hate: watermarks,
perforation varieties, and printing types.
With regard to watermarks, we are lucky.
There is never a need to examine a watermark to
identify a particular Canal Zone stamp. That is
because no two Canal Zone stamps differ only in
their watermarkings. That is not to say that no
Canal Zone stamps have watermarks. For
example, Scott numbers 4-8 all have double line
watermarks. But all stamps from that series
have watermarks, so there is no corresponding
stamp without it, or with a different watermark.
[However, the orientation of the watermark
varies on the U.S. stamp and may vary on the
C.Z. stamps. Someone with a large stock needs to
check. GBW] The first series of postage dues also
has a watermark, but again, they all do. Only in
dealing with postal stationery is watermark
detection a major factor, and then primarily for
the specialist, but that too is a story for another
time.
Second on the U.S. collector's hit list is printing
types. Here, the distinction of rotary from flat
press is important to know about. Other printing
methods, such as offset, do not apply to Canal
Zone stamps. But in the series from Scott
numbers 70 to 104 plus 116, there are stamps
with the same design printed by both the flat
press and the rotary press. The ones you have to
pay attention to are the 1,2,3,5, 10, and 14 cent
values. In addition, many ofthe values printed by
using flat plates were overprinted with both the
"flat A" (Scott numbers 70-81) and "sharp A"
(Scott numbers 84-95) CANAL ZONE overprints. The rotary press copies and the flat press
copies can be differentiated by three general

characteri~tic~: ~ize, perfaraiiom, and gum. In
converting the flat image of the de~ign u~ed in
the construction of the flat press plate for use on
the rotary press, the design is stretched either
horizontally or vertically. For the U.S. stamps
overprinted for use in the Canal Zone, the
image on a rotary press stamp is always slightly
longer than a stamp of the same design printed
by the flat press. This can be detected by the
naked eye by superimposing a rotary press
stamp on a flat press stamp and compal'ing the
length of the respective designs. Or, less
commonly, you can measure the actual design,
with details for this being given in the U.S.
section of Scott's Specialized Catalogues, typically
before U.S. Scott No. 448. Some additional
details of the differences between flat and rotary
press printings can be found in chapter 11 of
Canal Zone Stamps by Plass, Brewstel', and
Salz.
But this is a complicated measurement
requiring at a minimum a millimeter scale, or
preferably, a magnifying glass with a millimeter
scale on the reticule. There is a simpler
measurement that can be used to tell stamps
apart, using just a perforation gauge. The U.S.
stamps in this series overprinted for the Canal
Zone that are from the flat press are all
perforated with a gauge of 11, or si mply perf. 11,
which means that there are 11 "holes" per 2 em.
None of the corresponding rotary press stamps
has this gauge. The rotary press stamps are
either perf. 10 in the case of Scott No. 97-99 or
11xlOYz for No. 100-104 and No. 116. Perforations are the easiest way to distinguish rotary
press stamps from flat press stamps.
One can also examine the gum. Rotary press
stamps have one or more diagonal lines that can
be seen on the gum side called gum breaker
ridges. There are no such lines on the stamps
printed by the flat press.
Finally, if present, the selvage can be used to
distinguish the type of printing. Flat plate
stamps have plate numbers in the middle of
either the top or the bottom margin, and in the
middle of the side margin. Rotary press stamps
have the plate numbers in the corners, and the
top or bottom selvage is very narrow, and usually
has a serrated edge.

Fig, 1. Scott No. 96, broken

What about other Canal Zone stamps? Do
these distinctions matter elsewhere? The answer
is yes, in at least one case. For aH other U.S.
overprinted stamps, the overprints can be used to
distinguish among stamps with the same design.
But the 5 cent Stevens stamp exists both as a flat
and a rotary press stamp, as Scott numbers 139
and 164, respectively, in addition to the coil
stamp, No. 155. The rotary press version, No.
164, is also the only Canal Zone stamp that exists
in both tagged and untagged forms.
RD. Bates, Jr.

Scott No. 96 with Broken C
By Richard D. Bates, Jr,
The Canal Zone stamp commemorating the
Sesquicentennial (Scott No. 96) owns the distinction of being the only U.S. commemorative
stamp overprinted for use in the Canal Zone.
There are no listed consistent varities on this
stamp in Canal Zone Stamps by Plass, Brewster,
and Salz. Only alignment varieties and copies
that exist with only a partial overprint are listed.
The latter have letters of the overprint either
missing or faint. These include ANAL ZONE,
AL ZONE, and even L ZONE. They arise on
different positions on some lower right panes,
and are not considered to be the result of letters
missing from the form. Rather, they are weak
impressions of the overprint due to a poor makeready that caused insufficient pressure of the
type on the stamps.
Member Gerald Cunningham has submitted a
block of 4 of this stamp that shows one stamp
with a partially printed C in CANAL, as shown
in figure 1. It is not clear whether this is a broken
letter (there are not "remnants" that sometimes
are present in the case of a broken letter) or an
early copy in a progression of poorly printed
letters mentioned above. He did indicate that he
originally had several copies with poorly printed
C's like these, but that they are no longer
available in his collection. If any members have
copies of Scott No. 96 with a C like this, would
they please send them to me so that I can
examine them to compare with the stamp in this
block?

New Light on an
Old Controversy
By Richard D. Bates, Jr.
An interesting cover is shown in Figure 1. It is
a copy of Scott No. 85, postmarked Ancon, C.Z.
on July 1st, 1925 and addressed to the M.
Rodgers Stamp Co. in Ancon. So what is so
interesting? First, in pencil in the lower left
corner of this cover is a very faint "1st Day"
notation. But the first day of Scott No. 85 is listed
as June 25, 1925. This cover was postmarked 4
days after issue. So this cover was either prepared
as a first day cover but not processed properly, or
it was prepared in error thinking it was the first
day, or it was marked in error later in its life. So
what? Well, a look at a remarkably similar cover
illustrated in The Canal Zone Philatelist 1979;
15(2): 11 and again in Canal Zone Stamps by
Plass, Brewster, and Salz on page 147 provides
an interesting comparison. It too is postmarked
Ancon on July 1st, 1925 with the same type of
address to the M. Rodgers Stamp Co. The
differences are the type of cancelling device and
that the stamp on the cover illustrated in Fig. 1 is
a plain old 85, while the cover illustrated
previously has Scott No. 85a, the ZONE ZONE
error. And the existence of this #85a on a clearly
philatelic cover is used as strong evidence that
the 85a's were discovered by someone shortly
after they were placed on sale. The cover
illustrated here may indicate that the No. 85a
may have appeared on the cover purely by
chance in preparing a series of covers as possible
first days. Disappointed the first day cover date
had been missed, the preparer may have been
delighted to discover something even more
interesting. Plass, Brewster, and Salz refer to a
letter dealing with the discovery of the No. 85a's,
but it is not clear whether that letter is tied to the
cover illustrated previously. At this point, the
origin of both covers can only be speculation, but
member Paul Kravitz who provided the cover
shown in Fig. 1 for illustration indicates that he
has two others just like it. [And the editor has two
more. Can anyone report a June 25 FDC? GBW]

Fig. 1. Scott No. 85 on July 1,1925 cover
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President's Report
(Continued from page 25)
watermarked and unwatermarked varieties, the
flat, rotary, and offset varieties, the type 1's, II's,
etc. Then the coil stamps. They turned out to be
my downfall when I had several key stamps in
my collection expertized. Oh, my! Some very
reputable houses had sold me "baddies," many
with "authentication" by limelight experts whose
signatures were meant to carry the air of
authenticity. The U.S. coils especially were prone
to faking. I guess it was these experiences that
have led me to be cautious about possible fakes,
and that have prompted me to push for full
disclosure with illustrations in The Canal Zone
Philatelist regarding fakes.
About the same time that I was experiencing
disappointment with my U.S. collecting and the
space-filling aspects it entailed, I saw an ad in
Linn's for an auction in New York (I was a
student at Columbia at the ti me). The specialized
collection of Canal Zone stamps assembled by Ed
Conger was to be sold. Now I did not actually
make it to that sale, but I did to the next and
wound up buying my first Canal Zone stamps.
Those Mozian sales became a vital part of my
existence in New York during that era, easing
the pain of stubborn experiments that refused to
cooperate with a frustated young chemist. In the
same era, I began attending meetings of the
North Jersey chapter of the CZSG at the homeof
Gene Stull with George Stilwell bringing in his
philatel ic puzzles to keep us on the ball. It was the
joy of learning, the subtle complexity, the
seemingly endless variety that got me started on
Canal Zone and that keeps me going now. Oh,
yes, my U.S. collection served my wife and me
well, as it was sold in 1974 to provide the down
payment on our house.
The end pointofthis is that collecting interests
change, and that one wants to be responsive to
those changes. Providing the best information on
philatelic matters to collectors remains the major
objective of the Study Group. And an important
way we can do that is by helping out those who
have research projects under way, hopefully
leading to a handbook that the Study Group can
publish or help publish. There has been a I'equcst
for information about covers in members'
collections that will help with a listing of known
covers and cachets of all the 25th Anniversary of
the Canal issues, including U.S. Scott No. 856 and
those from the Canal Zone and Panama. Anyone
with infol'mation to contribute should contact
Bob Karrer or Roger Wentworth directly, or
through me.

Award Winning Story
The History

of the Panama Canal In Stamps
by
Raymond W. Ireson

Introduction by
Julius Grigore, Jr.
Captain, USN, Retired
Founding Member,
Panama Historical Society
220 pages - XerographiC Copy - Colored Soft Covers
$22 postpaid US/Canada - $25 Foreign
Grlgore,

425 Harbor Drive, SIllIIh,
Venice, FL 34285

Fairfax Cachets
(Continued from page 29)

"Combinations"
Balboa/Canal Zone (with)
First Day/This Cancel
Last Day/This Cancel
Lincoln's Birthday
Washington's Birthday
New Year's/Greetings
Valentine's/Day
Navy/Day
Columbus/Day
Xmas/Greetings
Thanksgiving/Day
Presidents/Day
Memorial/Day
[It's worth mentioning that the U .S.S, Fairfax
was among the "Famous Fifty" destroyers traded
for bases in the Carribean to England on Sept. 2,
1940. Her name was changed to HMS Richmond
(G-88).]

Fig. 3,

Slogan Cancel
Michael J. Barie reports a slogan cancel
honoring the 75th anniversary of the Panama
Canal. It was used at COLPEX. Mr. Barie has
obtained additonal examples and had generously
offered to provide them to CZSG members for a
self addressed stamped envelope. Write to him at
Box 1445, Detroit, MI 48231.
- G.B. Weiss

Fig. 4.
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In addition to the covers shown the following
C.Z. (or Panama) or U.S.S. Fairfax "combination
cancels" can be found.
Slogans
Balboa/Canal Zone
Coco Solo/Canal Zone
Colon/Canal Zone
Cristobal/Canal Zone
Armistice Day/Balboa C.Z.
Easter Day/Balboa C.Z.
Thanksgiving Day/Balboa C.Z.
Navy Day/Balboa C.Z,
San BIas/Island R.P.
Flamenco/Island R.P.
Toboga/Island R.P.
Gatun Lake/Canal Zone
-32-

CANAL ZONE
Comprehensive
Stock Including
singles, plate blocks, FDC's, FFC's,
B.O.B., stationery,
covers and collateral material.
Send for Free Detailed List
wantl Lists Service

C & HSTAMPS
P.O. Box 324
Syracuse, NY 13209
Phone (315) 488-0136
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