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Interrupted Flight Covers

Richard D. Bates, Jr.
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Palisades Station
Washington, D.C. 20016
There are four things that! have to write about
in this report. The first is a sad one, in that it
refers to the recent death of one ofthe stalwarts of
the Study Group for many years. Al Bew was our
Secretary from the time before I became a
member more than twenty years ago, until John
Smith took over a few years ago. AI continued to
handle orders for publications until last year
when his declining health decreased his ability to
do this job. My fondest memories of Al go back to
the times of the CZSG meetings at SOJEX in
Atlantic City and the enthusiasm for Canal Zone
stamps that he conveyed. He was invaluable in
the service he provided to the Study Group and
will be missed very much.
Second, to follow up on the suggestion by Gary
B. Weiss [CZP 1988; 24(3):17Jand others that the
Study Group support a national show, I am
pleased to announce that the Canal Zone Study
Group will be a participating society in sponsoring BALPEX 90. In doing so, we will be assuring
the show that there will be enough Canal Zone
related exhibits to warrant specialist judges, so it
is important that those of you with exhibitable
material plan now to have something to show at
BALPEX in 1990. The show is held near
Baltimore, normally over Labor Day weekend,
and is located convenient to the major interstates
to New York, Boston, Philadelphia, Washington,
Richmond, and Pittsburgh. We will also be
holding a major meeting of the Canal Zone Study
Group at this show. There will be more about
what we have planned in subsequent issues of
The Canal Zone Philatelist.
Third, the philatelic press has recently included stories about upcoming changes in the
Scott Catalogue. The stated attempt will be to get
the prices closer to reflecting the retail market.
This is certainly less of a problem with Canal
Zone material than with many other areas, but
the uncertainty about forthcoming changes
always leads to uneasiness in collectors' minds.
Rumor also has it that the treatment of handmade booklet panes may be in for a change.
Scott, in a recent advertisement in Linn's, does
(Continued on page 16)

Whole No. 91

By Gary B. Weiss
The crashes of air planes carrying mail in the Canal Zone have been well documented in this
publication ("Canal Zone Crash Covers" by G.N. Plass in 1979; 15(2):9,13,and in the detailed listing of
flight covers that appeared from 1973 to 1974; also, see index). Such covers, in spite of their grim
histories, are eagerly sought by collectors and are not only a major section (Interrupted Flight Covers)
in the 1974 American Air Mail Catalogue (AAMC) but also the subject of a book by Joseph L.
Eisendrath, Crash Covers, An Aerophilatelic Challenge,
In this article, covers (originating in or destined for the Canal Zone) from four crashes outside of the
Zone are discussed. The first such crash is listed in the AAMC as 20.2. At least three of the covers from
this crash were from the Zone and are illustrated in Figu1res 1-3.They all bear a rubber stamp reading
"Damaged Air-Mail Wreck/Near Toledo 0 9 14 20" in purple.
This crash made the front page of The New
York Times of September 15, 1920. The article
retained for future collectors and reads, "You are
noted that Walter Stevens, the pilot, and Russell
more than welcome to the letter if you think it is
Thomas, his mechanic, were killed in the crash of
of sufficient interest for an exhibit. 'I suppose
a new Junker type all-metal airplane recently
letters with such adventures are quite rare.
placed in service for air mail between New York
"I hope you will find the letter sufficiently
and Chicago. Witnesses to the crash in Pemberpreserved for your purpose. I h<iyebeen exceed;)lle, Ohio noted that the plane appeared to land
ingly careful of it." The original letter is burned
safely in a field but that the gas tank exploded
and the content of no philatelic interest. The
immediately and everything on the plane burst
envelope itself, as well as the ambulance cover,
into flames. Stevens was known as the "pathare unusual Canal Zone related crash covers.
finder" of the Air Mail Service, had piloted the
The third cover, also from the Alevizos auction,
first route from New York, and was scheduled to
is shown in Fig. 5 and is listed in the AAMC as
retire from the mails after this flight. Thomas
29.19. These two crashes did not make the New
had been married only four days. The explosion
York Times but the AAMC describes this flight
scattered the 400 pounds of mail carried by the
as going from Pasco to Seattle. The pilot, Clarence
plane across the field, Postmaster J.S. Gotsell of
C. Price, was killed when the plane crashed into a
Luckey (near Pemberton) took charge of the 100
bridge in Vancouver, Washington on November
pounds of charred mail recovered.
30, 1929. The 244 pounds of damaged mail
The second crash is shown in Fig. 4. It is listed
recovered were forwarded from Portland in
in the AAMC as 29.7. The AAMC notes that the
ambulance covers including a mimeographed
pilot, R.T. Freng crashed on March 11, 1929 in
note of that date from the Portland Postmaster,
Park City, Utah due to a snowstorm. The flight
J.M. Jones, reading, "This piece of mail was
was from San Francisco to Chicago and 1026
damaged in wrecked air plane at Vancouver,
pounds of mail in burned c0!1diti0l1was salvaged
Wash., 3:15 P.M., November 30, 1929." The
and forwarded from Salt Lake City after a
illustrated cover with November 21, 1929
purple cachet in one of two types had been
(Continued on page JO)
applied. The illustrated cover, canceled in San
Francisco on March 9, is badly charred and did
not receive the cachet. Instead, it was included in
a second cover (an "ambulance cover") addressed
The organizing committee for METROPEX
to a passenger on the SS Hollywood c/o W.
'89 to be held November 10-12, 1989 in St. Paul,
Andrews and Co., Canal Zone. The envelope is a
MN has announced that the theme for the show
Post Office penalty envelope canceled Salt Lake
this year will be the 75th Panama Canal
City, Utah, Guthrie Station, March 13, 1929 and
Anniversary. The show is open and they would
bearing the legend "damaged by fire in plane at/
like to encourage exhibits by members of the
Park City, Utah, March 11, 1929." AccompanyCanal Zone Study Group. Copies of the exhibit
ing this cover which was recently sold at auction
prospectus are available from John Grabowski,
by George Alevizos was the following letter from
1249 Nursery Hill Lane, St. Paul, MN 55112.
the gentlemen who had received it. This letter of
The deadline for applying is October 3rd.
March 24, 1929 to Mr. Bliss explains why it was
R.D. Bates, Jr.

Meeting
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Fig. 2. AAMC 20.2 originating from Balboa
Heights, from the award winning collection
of crash covers of Philip R. McCarty.

Cristobal cancellation is badly burned and the
address in English cannot be fully deciphered; it
is to Canton. The cover was returned to the
Postmaster,
Cristobal, C.Z. with Portland
December 1 cancellation and Cristobal December 9 receiving mark.
The last cover was offered in the 1984 Canal
Zone Study Group Mail Sale. Lot 976 was
described a.s a cra.sh cover. It is franked with
Canal Zone Scott No. C7 and Cll canceled
Cristobal, March 15, 1939 and addressed to
Bogota, Colombia. There is a three line, violet
rubber stamped marking reading "Danose y
Demorose entrega/ por motivo de fuerza mayor./
Marzo 15 de 1.939". Roughly translated from the
Spanish, this says that the mail was "damaged
and delayed for reason of unforseen circumstances, March 15, 1939". However, no Latin
American crash is listed for this date in Crash
Cavers and many things short of a crash can go
wrong with a flight. If any of our readers have
additional information on this cover or other
interrupted flights to or from the Zone, please
write to the editor.

Auctions
By Gilbert N. Plass

Fig. 3. AAMC 20.2 originating

from Gatun.

Articles and information for publication
should be sent to Gary B. Weiss, Editor, 450
Blossom St., Webster, TX 77598. Manuscripts
must be double-spaced typed or printed copy.
Glossy photographs
must be supplied for
figures of stamps or covers which mustshow
clearly against black backgrounds.
Photocopies are not satisfactory. If you need help,
write to the Editor. The author must advise
the Editor ifthe article has been published or
is being considered for publ ication elsewhere.
Copyright 1989
Canal Zone Study Group

The results of some recent auctions featuring
Canal Zone material are given below. The 10%
commission is not included in these prices
realized. The catalogue price given in the auction
catalogue follows the parenthesis. All stamps are
unused in very fine condition unless otherwise
specified.
Scott No.!. vf, $375 ($425) Siegel
1. nibbed perf. at B, $325 ($450) Fox
2, $135 ($250) Fox
3, streaky og, $210 ($325) Superb
15, CZSG No. 15.1, PANAMA 15 mm long, vf,
$2400 ($2600) Siegel
22b, vert. pr., imperf. btw., hr, tg, $1150
($1500) Schiff
22g, inverted center, Ovp.reading up, light
toning, few short perf., $850 ($2250) Schiff
32a, vert. pro imperf. horiz., $675 ($550) Fox
37v, CZSG No. 37.1. vert. perfs. at angle
through CANAL, 3 copies, $90 Schiff
3ge, inv. center, hr, crease, f, $350 ($700)
Kaufmann
3ge, inv. center, on reg. cover, opened roughly
at L, $675 ($700) Schiff
46, 2 pairs tied to reg. cover, some toning and
wrinkles, $360 ($535) Schiff
54, f, $150 ($250) Kaufmann
57, vf, $400 ($300) Siegel
71d, ZONE CANAL, trop. og, $200 ($300)
Kaufmann
115a, booklet pane of 6, $220 ($325) Fox
117, 118, 119, 99 diff. pI. no. blocks, $325 ($307)
Fox
136-140, complete set of 18 pI. no. blocks of 6
with all wet and dry gums plus 13 diff. No.
164 pl. no. blocks, $140 ($156) Fox
165, perfect offset impression on gum, $8 Schiff

Fig. 4. AAMC 29.7.

Interrupted Flights (Continued from page 9)

C1, 3, pI. hI. of 6, $220 ($275) Fox
C2, $90 ($135) Fox
C2, side pI. bI. of 6. $850 ($1350) Fox
C4, pI. bI. of 6, $135 ($150) Fox

Fig. 1. AAMC 20.2 originating
Balboa, with APES certificate

from
no. 30058.

Fig, 5. AAMC 29.19 originating
Cristobal.
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from

J2, $150 ($225) Kaufmann
08, used, f-vf, $350 ($650) Kaufmann
OX 1, sh. of 8, $200 ($300) Siegel

UFl, $1400 ($1750) Siegel
UFla, used, preprint crease, $850 ($1250)
Siegel
Oct. 18, 1918 Liberty Loan Flight cover,
$100 Schiff
May 7, 1919, Victory Loan Submarine cover,
$62.50 Schiff
Addresses of above auctioneers: William A.
Fox, 676 Morris Ave., Springfield, NJ 07081;
John W. Kaufmann, Inc., 1522 K St., N.W.,
Washington, DC 20005; Jacques C. Schiff, Jr.,
Inc., 195 Main St., Ridgefield Park, NJ 07660;
Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries, Inc., 160 E.
56th St., New York, NY 10022; Superb Auctions,
1405 Sartori Ave., Torrance, CA 90501. Please
mention The Canal Zone Philatelist when writing
for catalogues. Auctioneers should send auction
catalogues together with prices realized to
Gilbert N. Plass, Box 9973, College Station,
TX 77842.

Mail Sale Number 17
Final Report
The books are just about closed now on the
1988 Mail Sale. There is still one lot held open
until expertization is complete, but everything
else is finished. A total of 1075 lots were sold for
$78,355. This represented 62.9% of the $124,510
catalogue value ofthe lots sold. The sale catalogue
included 1242 lots, so that 87%ofthe lots included
in the catalogue found new homes. Lots that did
not sell included 9 that were returned by
prospective buyers, 4 that were withdrawn
because of faulty descriptions, and 154 that
received no bids. There were 51 vendors, and 240
bidders (one of whom came in late) who submitted a total of 3656 bids. There were 197
successful bidders. There were 9 lots that
attracted 12 or more bids, with lots 202,491, and
935 attracting the most bids at 15 or 16 apiece.
These lots, which were a Scott #34 VF-XF NH
which brought $24 against a catalogue value of
$9.50, a C014 with F/A variety VF NH which
brought $44 (the normal stamp catalogues $11),
and a #22 on PPC with a San Pablo cancellation
which brought $44 against a $3 catalogue, serve
to indicate that high quality and/or unusual
material commands both attention and good
prices. The net to the Study Group was just about
$2500, though the exact amount awaits resolution
of the lot sent for expertization.
Those who run the Mail Sales, myself included,
appreciate the kind comments from the majority
of the participants. The occasional constructive
criticism is also a valuable part of our aim to
continue to improve the quality and utility of our
sale. I view it as a service to all our members, and
try to include at least some items from all who
submit material. But the real benefit comes in
providing funds with which to help publish the
Canal Zone related research that is of interest to
the membership.
One of the most gratifying feelings in running
such a sale is the extremely cooperative attitude
of partici pants. There is no way that a sale ofthis
magnitude run part-time by non-professionals
with other responsibilities (and with the work
done primarily on the 9 PM to 1 AM shift) can
proceed without occasional error. There were
two this time (that I know about) and I felt much

better when the person who received an extra lot
by mistake returned it with a kind word. And
another member aided tremendously in smoothing out the bumps by allowing me to correct an
unexecuted bid after the fact by returning the lot
in question.
Though at times it seemed as if it were, this
sale was not a one man effort. Bill Kuttner and
Bob Karrer were of immeasurable
help in
getting descriptions and photos in the catalogue.
Bob also pitched in mightily on the day of
reckoning when the lots were pulled and mailed
out, which also gave him a chance to write notes
to his buddies. And Dick Larkin, Sy Wengrovitz
and Jerry Craig who helped with the pulling and
mailing and suffered through the agony of this
difficult day deserve special recognition. And
especially to Dick Salz who came east to help me
close the sale and keep me moving in the right
direction. He was joined for the final mailing by
his wife Maggie. and both helped me with the
follow up to get the material into the mail at last,
a job that took several more days. Without the
help of all of these members, life would have been
very difficult during those long days. With all
their help, another successful Mail Sale was
completed and the membership owes them a
tremendous vote of thanks.
R.D. Bates, Jr.

Christmas Seals
The request for information on other early
usages of U.S. Christmas seals in the Canal Zone
has borne fruit. William E. Slaughter sends the
commercial cover shown in Fig. 1.The 1939 U.S.
Christmas seal is tied BY a Balboa-cancellation.
In spite of some toning, it is an interesting and
apparently very rare item.

think you understand their exact status and may
not want to invest that amount when you do.
"There is no official surcharge 'Postage Due'
that is issued by the postal dept. here and the
stamps to which you refer are simply stamped
'Postage Due' by the use of a rubber stamp
applied by the Postmaster after the stamps are
issued by the Dept. and simply to save time in the
delivery of the Tax letters of which we have a
large number. The 'Postage Due' is therefore
simply a cancellation and any other form of
cancellation would be equally efficient. I have
noted these stamps chronicled in the Stamp
Weekly of Denver and wrote the editor an
explanation of their status and will write Mekeels
at first opportunity. I don't know whether or not
any of the other Post Offices make use of this
form of cancellation for their Postage Due but I
have used it for some time and presume it was
from this that the stamps were chronicled. I
show above the rubber stamps used and if, after
the above explanation you desire me to send you
some stamps with the Due imprint I shall be glad
to do so but will await your reply before taking
any action."
Two styles of rubber stamp were imprinted by
Mr. Bliss, one in upper and lower case letters, the
other in all caps; both styles were in one line.
Comment: Mr. Bliss would be most pleasantly
shocked and surprised if he were around today
and could see what prices these rubber-stamped
stamps are bringing at auction, and what knowledgeable collectors are willing to pay.
R.H. Salz

G.B. Weiss

Canal Zone
Picture Post Cards
by manufacturers'
numbers & description
for sale.
Fig. 1. U.S. Scott No. WX96 used in Zone.

Send for our list of
pee's, mint & used

Second Time Around
From Stamps Magazine, November 19,1955,
pg.310

Canal Zone 'Postage Due'
Cancellations
Photostat of a letter he recently acquired is
submitted by Charles Lilley Horn of Minneapolis,
Minn., who felt it would be of interest to many of
our readers.
The letter is from Gerald D. B/i,ss of the
Division of Posts, Canal Zone Government, dated
February 28,1908, and is addressed to Burger &
Co., New York, N.Y. It reads:
"Your registered letter of the 19th inst.
inclosing $26.00 U.S. Cy. just received and while
I should be pleased to sell you the stamps, I
hardly feel justified in sending them as I do not
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stationery,

FD's,

flight covers,
obliterators

on cover,

also stamps,
mint & used in
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Conroy Philatelic Company
P.O. Box 81
West Redding, CT 06896-0081

Scott 1989
Specialized Catalogue

Commemorative

Reviewed by Gilbert N. Plass
We continue our annual report on the new Scott Specialized Catalogue. I have calculated for many
years the catalogue price of a complete unused collection of each major number of Canal Zone regular,
airpost, postage due, and official stamps (used price taken where unused is unpriced). The results are
given in Table 1 together with the percentage price increase during the past year. The prices for a
complete collection of Canal Zone envelopes (regular, air mail, and registration) is given on the second
line of the Table. The third line shows the catalogue price of a complete collection of the regular and
airmail postal cards.
12.7%
Table
1988
1
2,912
1.4%
03.8%
11,813
13.3%
5.6%
10,478
$18,092
$17,435
5,085
5,085
$284,539
25,650
$269,494
22,645
%1989
change
2,872
Postage stamps

The Table indicates that there has been considerably more upward price movement in the many
very rare errors and varieties of Canal Zone stamps than in the regular stamps. The great rarity of
many of these items is perhaps beginning to be recognized.
Since the price may fluctuate over a short time period for many reasons, I also calculate the
compound annual percentage increases in value overthe pastfive and ten year periods. The results are
shown in Table 2 for the major Scott numbers and for the errors and varieties. For example,
a complete collection of Canal Zone envelopes has increased in value at a rate of 8.4% a year
compounded over the past ten years. The errors and varieties ofthe envelopes show an even better ten
year compound growth of 13.0%.

Cachets

from U.S. Naval Vessels
in the Canal Zone
Shakedown

Cruise Cachets

By Roger A. Wentworth
Shakedown cruise cachets are second only to
Navy Day cachets in sheer numbers. Shakedown
cruises are made for two basic reasons. First to
test the abilities of a newly launched ship, and
second to test the abilities of a recently overhauled
or modified ship through what were called "sea
trials". During these cruises speed and maneuverability under simulated combat conditions were
tested to determine a ships readiness to join the
fleet. The officers and crew were also put through
the "ropes" to ascess their ability to perform
under stressful conditions and to foster a spirit of
team work. Anyone who has experienced a
shakedown cruise will appreciate what is referred to here. It can truely test one's stamina.
Shakedown cruise cachets come in three
varieties, those which list the ports of call in the
cachet (Figs. 1-6), those with a map showing the

Table 2
Five year
compound
growth

Major Scott Numbers
Postage stamps
Envelopes
Postal cards

Ten year
compound
growth

2.6%

8.0%

4.0%
2.5%

8.4%
7.2%

2.8%
10.4%
6.0%

7.1%
13.0%
12.4%

MR. FlU"'( 03. ;WRi
."'':;1$0''', OHIO

Errors and Varieties
Postage Stamps
Envelopes
Postal cards

The Specialized Scott Catalogue has the best and most complete yearly listing of Canal Zone stamps
with varieties. The prices given are in most cases reasonably dose to dealer prices which Scott states
will be used for all countries in next year's catalogue. Scott states that for this reason it will not be
possible to compare previous year's catalogue prices with those ofthe 1990 catalogues. This may be the
last of these comparisons for some years, but perhaps the changes for Canal Zone will be small and
these can continue. The rarer errors are already selling at considerably more than catalogue in
many cases.

Fig. 1. VSS Saury.

Earlist Reported Dates

CANAL ZONE
Comprehensive
Stock Including
singles, plate blocks, FDC's, FFC's,
RO.R, stationery, covers and collateral material.
Send for Free Detailed List
Want Lists Service

C & H STAMPS
P.O. Box 324
Syracuse, NY 13209
Phone (315) 488-0136
CZSG

APS

USPPS

"Earliest dates" continue to be reported. The
following items are all from George W. Stilwell.
Scott No. VI (VPSS 1) used May 18,1916.
Scott No. V2 (UPSS 2) used April 27, 1916.
The cover has a Bliss return address. An
identical cover appeared in aNew York mail sale
a number of years ago.
UPSS 9 used May 4, 1925.
UPSS 11 used February 19, 1925, UPSS 11
with General Request c/c used May 27,1925, and
UPSS 11 with Pedro Miguel c/c used April 26,
1926.
UPSS 12 with Coco Solo c/c used January 22,
1929 and another example with Pedro Miguel
c/c used May 2,1927.
Scott No. UlO (UPSS 15) with April 8, 1932
first day cancel.
Finally, UPSS S5 used March 22, 1909.
G.B. Weiss
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Fig. 2. VSS Plunger.

Fig. 3. USS Yorktown

IHr. •• ,,!;

countries visited (Figs. 7-9), and those which
simply commemorate the cruise in a general
sense (Figs. 10-16).The themes have a seemingly
endless variety, as well as different printing
styles and hand drawn or painted applications.
Some of the major cachet designers mentioned in
previous articles are represented in the cachets
chosen. The principal ports of call in the Canal
Zone for ships taking a rest from these cruises
are, Balboa, Cristobal, Coco Solo, Colon, and
various island groups off either coast of Panama.
The cancels for these ports are evident on the
covers shown.
For those C.Z. Naval collectors who collect
covers by the maker, these are listed (where
known) in the figure legends .

?Lf'ltmp§K

.uu~;-r(51
/114&;,( I/I.d~

Fig. 7. USS Craven.

Fig. 12. USS Mayranl.

•.

,1t£C,,..O.L.C H. MERI'II!.!.

~!1::~":"='"
Fig. 13. USS Sims.

Fig. 8. USS Portland.

C.nolJ

w.

Mooo:f<;>·!

Fig. 4. USS Snapper.

11'<. rR~NK
J.{AOI3fJ"·,

Fig. 9. USS Pollack.

s.

aunt

/11(;11/1.;::

(J/fIlJ

Fig. 14. USS SeaL

ear:roll •..• :!ll\IJIttort.
1159~.

3_tl:. J'onland, :~,

Fig. 5. USS SeaL

Fig. 6. USS Permit.

SHAK1DOWN CRUISE
OF nre FIRST
NO. 361.
u.s.$. MOFFETT

Fig. 10. USS Moffett.

Fig. 15. USS Sterett.

Fig. 11. USS Moffett.

Fig. 16. USS Honolulu.
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Canal Zone July 4,1926
By Douglas K. Lehmann

Winners
At CHICAGOPEX, November 4-6, 1988, at
Rosemont, IL, a gold award plus the Bureau
Issues Association award to Richard F. Larkin
for his exhibit Booklet Panes and Covers - U.S.
and Possessions.
Congratulations from the CZSG membership.
R.H. Salz

NAPEX/SPRINGPEX
Canal Zone Study Group meetings were held
at two shows in the Washington area in Spring
1989. On Saturday April 1st, a meeting jointly
with the ICC at SPRINGPEX in Springfield,
VA was attended by 12 members and visitors.
Stamp-related discussion revolved around plans
for sponsoring the Balpex show in 1990, and
recent finds by members. Paul Kravitz was
down from N ew York, and came with a trove of
new discoveries. Another lively topic of conversation centered on the then recent oil spill in
Alaska, as one of the members present serves as
Chief Engineer on a different EXXON tanker.
There was Canal Zone relevance to the discussion,
as it turns out that much of the oil from Alaska
destined for refineries on the east coast is
transported to Panama on super tankers, then
down-loaded and moved across the Isthmus by
pipeline, then reloaded on smaller tankers on the
Atlantic side.
At NAPE X, a meeting on Saturday, June 3rd,
had 14 present. Long distance travelers included
members from Portland OR, and from Los
Angeles, CA. Some of the discussion is referred
to in the President's Report, but the conversation
revolved around late Philateli.~ts, on plans for
BALPEX and for sponsoring awards at that
show, on encouraging newer collectors, on the
relations between the Study Group and the
Possessions Group, and on trying to get covers
prepared to mark the 75th anniversary of the
opening of the Canal this year.
R.D. Bates, Jr.

CANAL ZONE
Subscribe to Newsletter
and Market Commentary
Six issues for $5.

BRUCE L. HECHT
P.O. BOX 132A
ALBERTSON, NY 11507
ASDA -

APS -14-

CZSG -

BIA

When I started collecting July 4, 1976 cancels
for our country's Bicentennial my interest was
also turned-back to our Sesquicentennial. Scott
Number 627 is a US sesquicentennial issue but
its first day was May 10, 1926 (soaJuly 4th cover
this year is possible). However, the Canal Zone
succeeded in having this U.S. stamp overprinted
CANAL ZONE on two lines 5 mm apart. This
stamp is Canal Zone Scott Number 96 and
300,000 stamps were shipped from Washington,
D.C. on June 21, 1926, and arrived in the Canal
Zone on June 29. I will now quote from pages 162
and 163 from Canal Zone Stamps by Plass,
Brewster and Salz and published by the Canal
Zone Study Group (CZSG) in 1986.
"The stamps were distributed to postmasters
on Saturday, July 3 with sales authorized as of
July 4. However, because July 4 was a Sunday
and Monday July 5 was celebrated as a holiday,
the post offices normally would have been closed
to the public those days, and thus the expected
first day of issue was July 6. Canal Zone Director
of Posts Calhoun wrote to a philatelic writer in
the United States on July 8, 1926, that 'Sales
were authorized as of July 4th but on account of
the double holiday during which all post offices
were closed it is doubtful if any sales were made
until the post offices were opened for business on
July 6th.' However, several postmasters sold the
stamps on July 4. Postmaster A.A. Hunter at
Balboa informed a few collectors that he would
be in the post office on Sunday, July4 to take care
of the outgoing dispatches and to sell the Sesquicentennial stamps if requested. It is estimated
that 2,000 covers with Sesquicentennial stamps
were postmarked Balboa, July 4,9 A.M. Covers
with Sesquicentennial stamps also exist postmarked Gatun and Pedro Miguel on July 4.
"Director of Posts Calhoun censured Mr.
Hunter for selling the stamps on July 4. Mr.
Hunter sent an extensive reply in which he
defended his actions on the grounds that he had
to be in the office on Sunday anyway, that he
advised as many collectors as possible ofthe sale,
and that he regarded' ... their use on that day
as a laudable expression of patriotic sentiment.'
There are indeed grounds for the misinterpretation of the original instructions regarding the
first day of sale, and thus collectors consider both
July 4 and July 6 Sesquicentennial covers as
first day covers.
I am a collector that believes it is ridiculous to
have two !i1'st days! There can only be one first
day and that is July 4th. So I have been interested
in this cover for some time. Since 1976, I have
participated in 12 CZSG mail sales. Table 1
shows how often a CZ #96 first day cover of July
4th went on sale.
Only 7 covers appearing in 17 years in a
specialized society auction shows this cover is
hard to find. I bid $25 in 1977, a very opportune
bid year, which resulted in obtaining the cover.
(Fig. 1) There are 905 CZSG members vying for
supposedly only 2000 available copies. I contacted
a specialist in this field. He has the same July 4th
cover as I plus July 6th covers from Pedro
Miguel (3), Ancon, Balboa Heights, Gatun, and
Cristobal. [July 6 covers are also known from
Balboa and Corozal. GBW] He believes, as do I,

Table 1
CZSG Mail Sales 1 to 17
01
Offered
1 Quantity
(Cristobal)

Sir:In conformity with your instructions
contained in your letter of the 14th instant,
the Board has counted the Panama
Postage Stamps surcharged "Canal Zone"
in the hands of KC. Tobey, in c.harge of
the Postoffice (sic) Department.
There were found 700 stamps of the
denominations of 5 cents and 304 stamps
of the denomination of 10 cents. These
have this day been destroyed by burning
in our presence and to which we certify
below.

Prices
Realized

$21
30
17

Fig. 1. Scott No. 96 FDC.

44
42

Destruction of Earliest Issues
35

By Richard D. Bates, Jr.

32

One of the more interesting items to pass
through my hands and into Canal Zone Study
Group Mail Sale number 17 last Fall concerned
the destruction of Canal Zone stamps in the Fall
of 1904. The letters involved were copies, and I
am told that copies of these particular letters are
not that hard to find. One letter has an Isthmian
Canal Commission heading, is dated Ancon,
Canal Zone, on September
15, 1904. The
document is certified as a true copy by the
signature of H.D. Reed, Executive Secretary.
The letter is addressed to The Governor, Isthmian
Canal Zone, Ancon, C.Z., and reads as follows:

the 2000 total is the total number of all July 4 and
6 covers. Both dates are difficult to obtain. I
believe not more than 200-300 July 4th cancels
exist. I believe the true worth of these July 4th
covers are understated. However, if you are
persistent, you still can obtain this cover at a
higher but still very reasonable price.
[This is a revised version of an article originally
published in American Bicentennial Study
Group 1988; 2(1):2. GBW]

1988 dues:

Income:

ReRlllar

Canal Zmlf Stamps
Other publications .
Advertising - CZP
.

......
....

Book -

$9,683

916
279
. 328

(Note)

........••.....

",

..••

Volume

One

PLATE NUMBER
1.523

.

Mail sale proceeds
Contribution

---

NAPP'S NUMBERS

5.677
4.006

.

Interest

Gentlemen:
You are requested to meet together
tomorrow (Thursday) at 10 o'clock, at the
office of Paymaster E.C. Tobey, to make
an inventory of the number of Panama
postage-stamps that are surcharged with
the words "Canal Zone", and to state in
this inventory the number of each
denomination.

Statement

Contributing, Sustaining
Sales:

A copy of the letter referred to was included as
well. It was sent by Geo. W. Davis, Governor of
Zone, on September 14, 1904 to the three who
signed the reply given above. Their full titles are:
Paymaster E.C. Tobey, Disbursing Officer, Hon.
J, Marbourg Keedy, Prosecuting Attorney, and
Captain Geo. R. Shanton, Chief of Zone Police. It
reads as follows:

(Contin:u.ed on page 16)

Canal Zone Study Group
1988 Financial

Very respectfully,
E.C. Tobey, Disbursing Officer
J.M. Keedy,
Geo R. Shanton, Chief of Police

1,617
2,494

'",

........

.
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POSITION CATALOG for the
OVERPRINTED

issues

used in

the U.S. POSSESSIONS

15,352

1899-1946
U64

Expenses:CZP Printing, postage, editorial
Membership, publicity, officers' expen~e~
Contribution

-

1,;;61
;;0

APRIL

Income over expenses
Net Assets:

January
December

Net assets,

December

5,375

.
1. 1988

""""""

.••••.

,.".,

.•••.

,

9,977
20,mJ7

.

$30,674

31, 1988

31, 1988:

NOW account

, .................•..

Less 1989 dues received in advance ......••.....

,.

, ......•••.......

,

.•..••.•.

$38,769
, (8.095)
$30,674

Limited Printing

At December 31, 1988, all bills were paid.
Dues are reported as income in the year to which they relate.
Note:

$25.00 postpaid

Mail Sale No. 17 result.,:;:
Lot sold

,

,

Less payment to sellers

. ..

.. , $77,421

.......•...........•...

. ..

(69,679)

Net (10%) to CZSG

Expenses:

$7,742
............
....•........

Printing.
Postage
Other

......••.......

200 pages with illustrations
spiral bound
includes list of all
known numbers and positions
shipping and receiving dates
quantities shipped and available
booklet pane data and
notes on specimen issues

, ..•.........••.
.

............

2,972
1,480
796

5,248
$2,494

Net proceeds to CZSG

Richard F. Larkin, Treasurer
-15-

USPPS-GlSG-BIA Members
$20.00
from
Grounds for Divorce Publications
5 Knollwood Drive
West Orange, N.J. 07052

President's Report -

75th Anniversary

(Continuedfrom page 9)
acknowledge help from the Study Group (along
with several other such philatelic groups) and
several of our members, but, in light of the
controversy surrounding the previous round of
changes, it remains to be seen what Scott hath
wrought this time.
Finally, to follow up on some comments that I
made in an earlier President's Report [eZ?
1988;24(2):16], the officers continue to receive
complaints about a dealer in Canal Zone stamps
who is a former member of the Study Group. As
he is no longer a member, there is no action that
the Study Group can take against, him. But if
any member would like a list of members who
are also dealers, please feel free to write to the
Canal Zone Study Group, c/o any of the officers.

Jeanne F. Stough sent the logo (Fig. 1) that is
being used by the Panama Canal Commission in
this Diamond Jubilee Year. The 75th birthday of
the Panama Canal is August 15, 1989. Unfortuo
nately, the United States will not be issuing a
stamp for this important event.
G.B. Weiss

THE

PANAMA
CANAL

Fig. 2. The Committee watching the official
destruction of these stamps by fire.

Destruction (Continued from page 15)
You are also requested to destroy these
stamps by burning, and to report to me, in
writing, the fact of such destruction, and
the number of the stamps so destroyed.
This document is also certified as a true copy by
H.D. Reed, Executive Secretary.
Far more interesting was something included
with the copies of the letters. There was a copy of
a page, purported to be from Harper's, roughly
contemporary, with photographic evidence of
the burning of $385,000 worth of U.S. stamps at
Panama. Though interesting in its own right, the
photos and text do not refer to the same destruction of stamps as mentioned in the letters. One
look at the tremendous mound of stamps about to
suffer the fate of witches tells you that this is
more than that meager pile of 1004 stamps
burned on September 15th. It was the remainders of what we now call Scott numbers 2
and 3 that were torched on September 15, 1904,
and that is the subject of these two letters.
The philatelic pyre shown in the accompanying
photos (Fig. 1-2) took place in early 1905, and
involved the destruction of Scott numbers 4-8.
These became invalid for further use as postage
in December 1904. The caption accompanying
the photos read:

About June 3, 1904, the first United
States post-offices were established in the
Canal Zone, by Paymaster Eugene C.
Tobey, United States Navy, then Disbursing Officer for the Isthmian Canal
Commission. While awaiting the arrival
of Stamps from the United States an
arrangement was made with the Panama
Republic for a supply ofthe old Colombian
stamps (then in use by the Republic of
Panama),
surcharged
"Republic
of
Panama," again surcharged "Canal Zone."
These Stamps were sold either for their
face value in United States Currency, or
for double that amount in the Colombian
silver then in use. In July, 1904, United
States stamps surcharged "Canal Zone"
were put on sale at the same prices,
amounting to $390,000 United States
currency. Of this sum less than $5000
worth was sold by the beginning of 1905,
when the agreement made with the
Republic of Panama rendered them valueless. On this account Governor Magoon
appointed a committee to destroy the
remainder of the 10,000,000 Stamps sent
from the United States.
This destruction is referred to on page 24 of
Canal Zone Stamps by G.N. Plass, G. Brewster,
and R.H. Sa1z, who arrived at the phenomenal
conclusion that, if this issue (4-8) had remained
on sale and had continued to be sold at the same
rate as they were during the initial period of sale,
the supply that had been sent to the Zone would
have lasted 38 years.

1914-1989

Fig. 1. 75th anniversary

#22g -INVERTED

USUAL NO GUM,

Small faults including closed tear,
corner repair and corner crease
Quite ATTRACTIVE
With 1988 P.F. Certificate
Only 22 Unused Copies Known.

Cat. $2,250 -

$1,500

What Else Do You Need in
Canal Zone or
Other U.S. Possessions?
Or Immediate Refund

Gladly Sent On Approval
With References

Offset ZONE
Takahiro Ohto has found an unreported
variety on the 30<]:Buffalo, Scott No. 93. He has
found four examples of this stamp with the word
ZONE offset on the back. The offset is very clear
and there is no trace of the CANAL. All four
copies are precancels, Type 1. Possibly this
variety came about due to ... Can any of our
members come up with an explanation? Write
the editor, please.

Installment Payment Terms
If Desired
(No Interest or Carrying Charges)
JACK E. MOLESWORTH,
88 Beacon Street
CSA
Boston, MS 02108
APS

BIA

R.H. Salz
-16-

CENTER

EXTREMELY FINE CENTERING

Satisfaction

Fig. 1. The Committee appointed by
Governor Magoon, of the Canal Zone,
preparing for burning $385,000 worth of
U.S. stamps overprinted for use in the
Canal Zone. The stamps are Scott numbers
4-8.

logo.

Phone (617) 523-2522
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