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It has been a pleasure to have the presidential
report deadline out of my mind. But as I agreed
to help President Bates by submitting one
guest appearance per year, the deadline phobia
strikes again!
There have been many changes in the various
jobs of running the CZSG during the past year
or two, and a few notes on the subject might be
appropriate. Dick Bates is doing a first class job
of being chief helmsman of the CZSG. As you
are aware, he also ran the 17th mail sale-how
he finds the time for this is a mystery. Our
thanks is the least we can offer. Secretary John
Smith has kept our membership records in
apple-pie order and deserves everyone's thanks.
If you have not paid your dues for 1989, please
_ assist John by writing that check now. We are
fortunate in having Rick Murphy take charge of
the publications office, and it is my understanding that he is so well organized that orders for
publications are sent out in a matter of twentyfour hours. Gary B. Weiss has battened down the
hatches on publishing the CZP and is to be
congratulated for doing his job as editor. So
there you have it: Bates, Smith, Murphy and
Weiss all coming through. That leaves only one
really old-hat, yours truly, and there are a couple of part-tirriejobs (non-paying) which I would
like to give away to one or more successors.
The first one is "membership" which involves
reading the list of new members in the American Philatelist (only APS members need apply)
and marking those who collect Canal Zone or
possessions; then every three months you send
the list to the American Philatelic Society. They
send you self-stick address labels and you

By Gary B. Weiss
There are no specimen overprints prepared by the Canal Zone government for any of the Canal
Zone issues. This certainly limits the collecting of Canal Zone specimen stamps. The closest items
are the "specimen stamps" sent to the Universal Postal Union (UPU). With the formation of the
UPU, one of the regulations dated 1878 requested that 80 copies (of specified documents including
stamps and postal stationery) be submitted to the International Bureau in Switzerland for
redistribution to member countries. Thus began a long tradition of sending stamps to the UPU for
redistribution.
Some countries sent stamps
stamps. The number required was dropped on
overprinted with the word, specimen, or its
September 28, 1907 to 448 with members
equivalent while most countries simply s1nt
receiving
stamps in triplicate after this time
unused stamps, stamps indistinguishable from
through 1948. In spite of the great detail of the
those in use.
I
Marcus articles, no mention is made of the CaIn a series of articles published in Stamp
nal Zone, either as to sending or receiving
Collecting beginning in 1964, Marcus Sam bel
specimens.
Recently, dealer George Alevizos obtained a
of these stamps based on careful review of
large
portion of the UPU specimens received by
documents
as
well
as
review
of
the
collection
of
presented original research on the distributi1bn
the Directeur de Pastes in Madagascar. The
specimen stamps maintained by the InterImmaterial is beautifully presented in a catalog
tional Bureau. The requirements for specimens
prepared
by Alevizos and includes one set of
slowly increased and reached 100 in June 1882.
Canal Zone stamps. As described by Alevizos,
With requirements for multiple copies from
the Directeur "devised ... (an) elaborate and
many postal administrations, the number had
visually striking
method of keeping his
increased to 345 by December 1885. Requirespecimens.
ments continued to increase, and as noted by
"The Directeur obtained a large quantity of
Marcus based on Circular No. 3999/212 of
'ledger sheets' (275 x 360 mm) which had 49
October 8, 1904, with the entry of Panama into
rectangles (7 x 7) printed on them and punched
the UPU, the number of stamps required
with two holes at the left for the binder. At the
increased to 726. With addition of other countop, the name of the country was handwritten in
tries, the number increased to a maximum of
ink and a ledger page number stamped. At the
756 with many countries receiving five sets of
bottom, the number of stamps on the page was
written, a violet handstamp
reading 'LE
DIRECTEUR
des Postes at Telegraphs'
applied, and then signed by the Directeur
(Fig. 1).
(Continued on page 2)
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Consignments for the 18th mail sale
may be sent between June 12 and July 3,
1989, to Richard H. Salz, 60-27th Avenue,
San Francisco, CA 94121. Certificates
are required on all Scott Nos. 1,2,3, and
15. Please ship material insured or
registered and be sure to include an
inventory. The sale will be held in either
late September or early October.

____

Meeting Notice
At WESTPEX
'89, a regional
meeting of the CZSG at the Cathedral Hill Hotel, Van Ness Avenue
and Geary Boulevard,
San Fran-

(Continued on page 8)

Mail Sale No. 18

Whole No. 90

Madagascar UPU Specimens

Vice President's Report
60-27th Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94121

1989
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I
I
,

ci sco, Californ ia,o nS aturday, April
22, 1989at3:00p.m.
Thiswill bethe
20th annual consecutive
regional
meeting
to be held at the annual
WESTPEX
show. Details
from

L

Richard Salz, 60-27th Avenue,
Francisco,
CA 94121.

Fig. 1. Full page from ledger
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UPU Specimens (Continued from page 1)
"The stamps were usually placed one per
rectangle. A large 42 mm triple circle cachet in
red reading 'POSTES ET TELEGRAPHES
*
MADAGASCAR
* COLLECTION
DE
BERNE' was then applied to the stamps. The
handstamp would cover one, two, three, or four
stamps depending on the size and positioning of
the stamps."
The entire holding provides both useful and
interesting information about the sendings from
Berne from 1902 through 1912 for the collector
of UPU specimens as well as for many collectors
of particular countries. With only a few exceptions, only the Crown Colonies stamps had a
specimen overprint applied prior to submission
to the UPU. The holdings allow identification of
certain first printings and help to clarify the
status of several controversial items.

The page for the Canal Zone, numbered 0018,
is shown in Figure 1.The heading is erroneously
labeled Panama. In the upper left corner are
three copies of Canal Zone Scott No. 36, tied by
two impressions of the red cachet (Fig. 2). There
is a manuscript notation above the stamps
reading "3 timbres de 13 centesimos de balboa en
surcharge 10 cent canal zane, envoi du 7 fmrrier
1911 no. 658/23." In the upper left corner of the
page are three copies of Panama Scott No. 195
with manuscript notation "3 timbres envoi du 17
fevrier 1911 no. 791/31;.."

Fig. 2. Scott No. 36 with Madagascar
cachet.

The prices given below are without the 10%
buyer's commission; so it should be remembered
that the cost to the buyer is 10% more than the
indicated amount. There was no commission for
the CZSG sale. The catalogue price as given in
the auction catalogue is given in parentheses
followed by the name of the auctioneer. All
stamps are unused in very fine condition unless
mentioned otherwise.

1, used, f-vf, $320 ($450) CZSG
1 on cover, perf. faults, $900 ($800) Harmers
2a, CANAL ZONE inverted, $400 ($500)
Harmers
3v, CZSG 3.2, left PANAMA 2Y4mm below
bar, $450 ($500) Harmers
3a, CANAL ZONE inverted, $400 ($500)
Harmers
7, vf, nh. $130 ($150) CZSG
9a, antique CANAL in bl. of 4, $130 ($150)
CZSG
9c, used, inv. ovp., f-vf, $1700 ($2000) Harmers
lOa, CANAL ZONE inv., $190 ($250) CZSG
lOb, in bl. of 12, "L" of CANAL sideways,
trap. og, reinforced separation, $1700 ($2000)
Harmers
lOv. CZSG 10.5, "ANAL C," $64 CZSG
llb, PANAMA inv., bl. of 4, s.e., dist. og, $950
($1300) Harmers
12c, CANAL ZONE double, bl. of 4, s.e.,
bottom right stamp ANAMA, $1700 ($2080)
Harmers
12e, used, PANAMA inv., bar at B, $900
($900) Harmers
13a, antique CANAL, $170 ($220) CZSG
14v, CZSG 14.2 and 14.3 in bl. of 8, antique
"N" and "L," red brown ovp, ng, perfs touch,
$420 ($320+) CZSG
15, perfs close at R, 2 sl. nibbed perfs, $1550
($2350) CZSG
16bv, CZSG 16b.1, CZ spaced, $11 ($12.50)
CZSG
20c, "8 cts" omitted, dull og, $575 ($700)
Harmers
22a, horiz. pr., imperf. btw., $1000 ($900)
Harmers
22v, vert. pr., imperf. at T and between
stamps, but perforated at bottom; this is an
interesting error, but is not 22b as listed in
auction catalogue which would have to be
imperf. at B also; bottom stamp also with CA
spaced. Pos. 50, $1200 ($1400) Harmers
22e, dbl. ovp., $220 ($225) Harmers
22g, inv. center, dull og, $2500 ($2250)
Harmers
23a, pro imperf. btw. $1450 ($900) Harmers
23c, dbl. ovp., dull og, $400 ($400) Harmers
23d, dbl. ovp., one diagonal, dist. og, $650
($550) Harmers
24d, CANAL only, light crease, $3000 ($1750)
Harmers

UPU

Other examples of receiving authority markings applied by the recipient countries are
known. These includes the "ULTRAMAR"
handstamp applied in Lisbon (1895-1910), the
circular cachet of Gabon (1906), the italic
Specimen handstamp of Salisbury, Rhodesia
(1903-1907), the violet SPECIMEN handstamp
of the Natal Post Office (1885-1910), and the
black SPECIMEN handstamp of the Bechuanaland Protectorate (1890-1937). The author
has not seen examples of any of these UPU
receiving specimen overprints on Canal Zone
stamps. Members are encouraged to write
about any such items in their holdings. Occasionally, other types of specimen overprints are
seen on Canal Zone stamps; in general, their
authenticity is indeterminable and the details
of where the marking
was applied are
unknown.

Auctions
By Gilbert N. Plass
There were two very important auction sales
during the fall season which make up almost all
of this report. The first was the yearly fall sale
of the Canal Zone Study Group. Prices of the
better material were very strong in this sale.
The second was the November sale at Harmers
of New York which had the greatest amount of
very rare Canal Zone material (10 or less copies
known) that has been offered in one sale for some
years. Many of the prices were sensational, often
very considerably above catalogue value.
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25a, pro imperf. btw., dull toned og, $600
($650) Harmers
I

26a, dbL ovp., one reading up, $2900 ($2000)
Harmers
31b, booklet pane of 6, $450 ($550) Harmers
32b, booklet pane of 6, $600 ($700) Harmers
33a, dbl. oYp., $260 ($250) Harmers
33v, CZSG 33.1, bl. of 4, UL stamp E under
L,$250 ($275) CZSG

2Ga, 2Gb, $475 ($525) Harmers
39c, 2 booklet panes of 6 in unexploded
booklet, $800 ($1000) Harmers
39d, ovp. reading down, sl. trap. og, $130
($150) CZSG
39g, 2 booklet panes of 6 in unexploded
booklet, $2500 ($1700) Harmers
46d, dbl. ovp., one reading ZONE CANAL,
dull og, $1250 ($900) Harmers
47, f, perfs touch on two sides, $1000 ($2500)
Kaufmann
52a, 53a, ovp. reading down, $575 ($600)
Harmers
52b, booklet pane of 6, dull og, $1250 ($900)
Harmers
53b, one stamp without ovp. in st. of 4, dull og,
$1300 ($1160) Harmers
53c, booklet pane of 6, $625 ($700) Harmers
55a, ovp. reading down, faint bend, $170
($140) CZSG
55b, one stamp without ovp. in st. of 4, $800
($693) Harmers
55d, ZONE only in pro with normal, error st.
vert crease, $3250 ($2250) Harmers
56c, one stamp without ovp. in st. of 3, $750
($708) Harmers
56e, CANAL db!. in st. of 4 with normals, $900
($774) Harmers
56f, ZONE double, $700 ($800) Harmers
57a, one stamp without ovp. in st. of 4, $2800
($1800) Harmers
60a, CANAL dbl. in pro with normal, $1400
($1103) Harmers
61b, db!. ovp., $600 ($600) Harmers
67, brownish og, light horiz. crease, $340
($475) CZSG
67a, ZONE CANAL in pro with 67b ZONE
only, light toning, $1800 ($2250) Harmers
84a, CANAL only, $900 ($900) Harmers
84b, ZONE CANAL, sl. trap. og, $270 ($300)
CZSG
94v, CZSG 94.2, wrong font ZONE, $650
($300+) CZSG
120-135, C15-20, $120 ($193) CZSG
157a, Thatcher
Ferry Bridge omitted,
$9050 ($9000) CZSG
J2, bl. of 4, $190 ($225) CZSG
J7, b!. of 4, ng, $625 ($475) CZSG
J 18, 19, pl. bl. of 6, one stamp in each block
with wrong font CANAL, CZSGJI8.1 andJl9.1,
$950 ($290+) CZSG
J20c, db!. ovp., $350 ($385) Harmers
01-2,04-7,09, $72 ($95) CZSG
OXl, bl. of 4, sm. faults, $170 ($175) Harmers
U4, $270 ($300) CZSG
C3, pI. bl. of 6, $100 ($100) CZSG
CI5-20, pI. bl. of 6, $700 ($780) CZSG
139Pl, large die proof, letter C punched in
design, $900 ($700) CZSG

Addresses of the above auctioneers: Harmers
of New York, Inc., 14 East 33rd St., New York,
NY 10016; John W. Kaufmann, Inc., 1522 K St.,
N.W., Washington, DC 20005. Please mention
The Canal Zone Philatelist when writing.
should send catalogues with prices realized to
Deale]'S, N.wishing
to be
listed
in this
column
Gilber
Plass, Box
9973,
College
Station,
TX
77842.

SCADTA Airmail Service
By Gilbert N. Plass
(Continued from CZP 1988: 24(4): 31)
On Oct. 30, 1930, W. Kittel of the Colon office
of SCADTA wrote to Mr. C. H. Calhoun, Bureau
of Posts, Balboa, C.Z. as follows:
"We are pleased to inform you that effective
today Messrs. Boyd Brothers will act as our
agents in the Canal Zone and that in this
capacity they will handle the sale of SCADTA
stamps."
This letter was promptly answered on Nov. I,
1930,by Mr. Calhoun in a letter to Mr. Kittel:
"In reply to your letter of the 30th ultimo. PB.
1014, in which you have stated that Boyd
Brothers will act as your agents in the Canal
Zone and in that capacity will handle the sale of
Scadta stamps, your attention is called to the fact
that the private
postage stamps of the
Scadta Company are not valid for the carrying
of letters on the airplanes of that company from
the Canal Zone to Colombia.
"Under the contract your company has with
the Republic of Panama, it is authorized to
transport from the Republic of Panama, by way
of the Canal Zone, mail bearing the postage of
the Republic of Panama. Unless there is a
protest from the Government of Panama which
this administration can not decline to acknowledge, there will be no objection to the sale in the
Canal Zone of Scadta stamps to be affixed to
letters for their transportation by the service of
that company within the Republic of Colombia."
At the same time Mr. Calhoun wrote a letter
to "CC-Postmaster, Cristobal, C.Z.
"With reference to your notation on the copy
of the letter addressed to me on the 30th ultimo
by the Scadta Company regarding the sale of
their private postage in the Canal Zone, you are
informed that window clerks are not to inform
the public of the sale of such stamps unless at the
same time they furnish information as to the
service offered by the Postal Service of Panama
between the Isthmus and Colombia."
There is nothing further in the file until June
9, 1931 when the following radiogram was
received from Washington, D.C.
"Number thirty four from Second Assistant
Postmaster Gen. to Director of Posts: Arrangements have been made for interchange of air
mail service on our routes and the domestic
routes of Colombia effective June fifteenth
nineteen thirty one stop Scadta will accept at
Barranquilla, Buenaventura and optional at
Cristobal and carry for this department on its
routes United States mail destined to Colombia
and foreign transit mail brought by air mail
from the United States at six dollars pound also
United States mail brought by steamship to
Canal Zone or Colombian ports at nine dollars
pound stop W~ will acc~pt at Barranquilla
Buenaventura or Cristobal and carry Colombian air mails destined to United States and
possessions and Colombian transit mails for
onward despatch from the United States at
eight dollars pound also Colombian mails for
onward despatch by steamship from Canal Zone
and foreign mails reaching Canal Zone by
steamship for Colombia that may be offered by
Scadta for transportation to Colombia by our
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routes at two dollars fifty cents pound stop
Please have Cristobal after June fifteenth make
up all mails for Colombia accordingly showing
separate weights on letter bills of mail to be paid
for at six dollars and at nine dollars pound also
keep records mails from Colombia with accurate weights mail to be charged eight dollars
and two dollars fifty cents pound stop Letter
follows"
On June 25, 1931, C. H. Calhoun, Director of
Posts, sent the following Memorandum to the
Governor through the Executive Secretary:
"1. The recently completed arrangement for
reciprocal service between the Pan American
Airways and the Scadta Company of Colombia
will make it possible to forward by air mail,
with Canal Zone postage, letters to any point in
Colombia reached by the Scadta service.
Formerly the service of the Pan American
Airways was ended at the coast, and it was
necessary to have special Scadta air mail
stamps affixed to procure service into the
interior of the country. I have conferred with the
postal service in Panama as to rates, as it has
generally been the policy not to fix a rate in the
Canal Zone either above or below the rates in
Panama. Panama has decided to charge a rate
of 25¢ for each half-ounce for this combined
service, which rate is acceptable in the Canal
Zone. The present rate of 1O¢to the coast, which
has already been approved, will be continued.
The poundage rate for the combined service will
amount to about $10.00 per pound, which will
make it possible to handle the mail at the
postage rate of 25¢ per half-ounce. The question
of settlement for this transportation will be
taken up at once with the United States Postal
Service.
"2. Your approval of the use of this combined
service, and of the establishment of a rate for
such service of 25¢ per half -ounce, is requested."
The Director of Posts on June 25, 1931 sent
Circular No. 36 to all Postmasters marked "Air
mail service to Colombia- Dual Rates":
"1. On June 15, 1931, the United States Post
Office Department entered into an arrangement with the Colombian Postal Administration for the mutual exchange of air mail articles
throughout the territory of the respective
countries. The SCADTA service will handle the
mail to the interior of Colombia under a revised
schedule to connect with the Pan-American
planes at Barranquilla. Such service to the
Canal Zone by SCADTA has been suspended
and all mail to and from the Isthmus will be
handle (sic) by Pan-American,
or PanAmerican-Grace airways.
"2. Effective at once dual postage rates will
apply to Colombia, as follows:
"(a). The present rate of 10¢ per half-ounce or
fraction thereof will continue in effect for such
articl~s as may b~ inwnded for delivery at or
which may be forwarded by ordinary means
from the Colombian air ports of cal!. (At present,
Barranquilla, Buenaventura and Tumaco).
"(b). Upon prepayment at the rate of 25¢ for
each half-ounce or fraction thereof articles
will be given air transportation by SCADTA
throughout its service within the Republic of
Colombia.
"3. All letters shall be prepaid with Canal

Zone postage. The use of SCADTA postage has
been discontinued and the green SCADTA
labels or stickers are not required under the new
arrangement.
"4. The foregoing cancels the instructions
contained in Circular No. 15 issued by this office
on March 11, 1930, as well as any special
instructions, oral or otherwise, which may have
been communicated to the exchange offices. The
information contained in the current issue of
the U.S. Postal Guide regarding the sale of
SCADTA postage, etc., in the United States,
becomes void under the new arrangement. The
item "COLOMBIA" in the table of air mail rates
shown in Circular #13, of January 23, 1930,
should be changed to indicate the dual rates as
outlined above. All mail intended for conveyance by air to interior points in Colombia will be
routed via Barranquilla where direct connection is made."
The files contain a translation of a letter from
Dr. H. Zummermann, Air Mail Administration,
SCADTA, Bogota, Colombia dated July 1, 1931:
"Our agent in Colon quoted to us your request
concerning a certain information about the
agreement entered into between this administration and that of Washington.
"The agreement foresees only the air-postal
interchange between the Colombian Air Mail
Administration and the Postal Administration
in Washington and the Pan-American Airways
between the Canal Zone and Colombia for
carrying mail destined to Central America,
which as per clause of the contract, we dispatch
to you and you must re-dispatch by steamer.
"In view of the fact that the contract does not
foresee a combined service to Central and South
America, we ask you to re-dispatch to Central
and South America, by the aeroplanes of
the Pan-American Airways only those letters
that reach you in dispatches originating from
this administration, which carry Canal Zone
postage.
"We avail ourselves of this opportunity to
remain, Yours very truly."
On Dec. 4,1931, Gerald D. Bliss, Postmaster,
Cristobal, C.Z. wrote to the Director of Posts,
Balboa Heights, C.Z.:

"Mr. Greene: 1 checked up on this and find
that the Scadta agency purchased from Cristobal P.O. approximately $500 of air mail stamps
each week. The Pan American Airways who
sought out the Scadta Company have entered
into a contract with Colombia government for
transportation of mail direct from Colombia to
U.S., therefore C.Z. air mail stamps are of no
further use to Scadta. 1 would recommend that
Cristobal PO. redeem for cash the stamps
referred to."
This concludes the presentation of all the
letters that were found in the files pertaining to
the SCADTA air mail service to and from the
Canal Zone. Because of the many unusual
aspects of this service, it was felt that this
information should be recorded for collectors of
these interesting SCADTA covers.

Scott No. 13 Variety
Charles S. Marlott recently discovered an
interesting variety of Scott No. 13 (Fig. 1). The
Panama overprint is the orange-red color ofthe
5th printing; however, the measurements show
the bar at top to be 2mm wide and the spacing
between the bar and the word PANAMA is
3mm as seen on earlier printings. The letter C
in CANAL is broken at the top and the second
A in CANAL has a small break in the left
diagonal stroke below the cross-bar. The marginal markings show the stamp to be from
position 60. These observations make the stamp
most likely CZSG 13.A, the third printing (3P),
form 2-A with the Stage I Canal Zone overprint.
The unusual aspect of this stamp is that the
second A in the left PAN AMA is short at the top.
Can any of our members report a second
example in order to demonstrate that this is a
new constant variety?
G.B. Weiss

"The local representative of Scadta Airways
has submitted to this office: 2569-20<1 air mail
stamps-old
issue-value
$513.80 and for
which their principal in Colombia requests
them to obtain cash.
"Prior to present agreement Scadta Company
purchased an average of approximately $2000
per month of our air mail stamps, selling them
coincident with their own, and thus insuring
through air transportation
for mail from
interior points of Colombia to United States and
European destinations, and it is evident that this
lot has been assembled from their various
interior offices, and 1 believe there can be no
question, but that our division should reimburse the company for the value of stamps thus
returned."
A note added to the letter from the Director
of Posts reads:
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Second Time Around
From Mekeel's Weekly Stamp News,
July 24, 1939, page 362.

Canal Zone and Panama 1920, lb,
Features V.S.S. Nereus
By V.

LeYoung

Ardiff,

APS,

uses

"I n 1920 the Republic of Panama issued for
postal purposes two stamps which like certain
prior emissions, fittingly portrayed scenes
of actual operations along the Canal.
"These stamps are bi-colored; the central
design is in each instance printed in black,
while the frame is in color. They were the
work of the American Bank Note Co., New
York, and it would be difficult to find more
beautiful examples of the art of engraving at
its finest, or more faithful attention to detail
of reproduction.
"A quantity of each of these stamps, 50c
and 1 balboa, was overprinted'
Canal Zone'
by the American Bank Note Co., New York,
and employed for postal purposes by the
American
administration
of the Panama
Canal. The designs which are the subject of
these notes are of considerably more than
passing concern, in a naval way, for both of
them carry views of vessels which are closely
associated and identified with U.S. naval
history.
"Of particular and topical interest, in this
connection, is the 1 balboa, dark violet and
black, inscribed' Carbonero N ereus en las
esclusas de Pedro Miguel '. This vignette is
based upon the Panama Canal's official
photograph No. 33-X-40, entitled 'Operation
of Pedro Miguel Locks. U.S. Naval Collier
Nereus in east chamber. Looking North from
Central House, May 4, 1915.'
"As to the story of the U.S.S. Nereus, the
craft depicted in the aforementioned stamp
design was the second vessel so named.
"The first Nereus was a screw steamer of
1,244 tons, 209 ft. in length, schooner-rigged,
of the 3rd rate. carrying 11 guns. purchased
at a cost of $160,000, Oct. 5, 1863. at New
York by Rear-Admiral
Gregory, from one
William P. Williams. She was turned over to

the Government at New York Navy Yard,
Feb. 4, 1864, and commissioned there on
April 19 of that year. She went out of commission at New York, May 15, 1865, and on
July 12 of the same year was sold at public
auction to James Hooper, by Burdett, Jones &
Co., for $73,000.
"It is the second vessel of the name, with
which we are concerned - the U.S.S. Nereus,
fuel ship, also named after the sea god. It was
authorized in 1910 and was built in 1911-13,
by the Newport News Ship Building Co., as
Fleet Collier No. 10. She was constructed at
the company's yard in Newport News, at a
cost of $990,000 for hull and machinery. Her
dimensions were: length, 500 ft.; breadth,
62 ft.; mean draft, 27 ft., 8 ins.; displacement,
19,080 tons. Her battery consisted of four
4 in. 50 calibre guns.
"The Nereus was first placed in commission
Sept. 10, 1913, and was assigned to duty with
the Atlantic Fleet. It was in reserve from
June 29 to Sept. 19, 1914, at Norfolk. After
again being placed in full service, she
operated in the Atlantic, Pacific. and on the
Asiatic Station doing general collier service.
It was during the course of this duty that she
transited the Isthmus of Panama, and was
photographed May 4, 1915, en route through
Pedro Miguel Locks, and destined to become
a subject for representations
on postal paper
of two governments.
When the U.S. entered the World War the
Nereus was at Hampton Road, Va. After
coaling vessels of the Atlantic Fleet in the
Chesapeak Bay area, she made a trip to Rio
de Janiero, Brazil, to obtain coal for the
Pacific Fleet, calling en route at Haiti and
San Domingo, to discharge Marines. Upon
the organization
of the Naval Overseas
Transportation
Service in January, 1918, the
Nereus was one of the regular Navy ships
used by this service as a supply ship to carry
coal and supplies between naval stations and
vessels of the fleet.
Sept. 12, 1919, she was detached from the
Naval Overseas Transportation
Service.
Thereupon she rejoined the Atlantic Fleet,
and in the early part of 1920 made two trips to
the Adriatic and France with coal and stores.
On her homeward voyage, in the course of her
last trip in this duty, she brought back 153
bodies of Naval and Marine personnel - the
greatest
number returned
to that time.
Continuing routine operations with the Fleet,
a trip was made to Norway, in June 1921, in
company with a squadron of battleships.
"The Nereus was placed out of commission
June 28, 1922, at Norfolk, Va .. and is now
anchored in the James River. It is a matter of
record that this vessel carried a naval mail
clerk in her compliment
and distinctive
postmarks used during the course of her
career are known to naval philatelists. A
succeeding article will be with the 50c orange
and black.
"Acknowledgements:
In preparing
these
notes, we have had the cooperation of a good
friend, Hon. C.H. Calhoun, Director of Posts,
Panama Canal, and we are indebted to him

for details concerning
the design herein
discussed. The U.S. Navy Dept., Office of
Naval Records and Library, Washington,
through the kind offices of F.E. Vensel,
Lieut. Comdr. U.S. Navy, provided data of an
historical nature with reference to the U.S.S.
Nereus."

From Mekeel's Weekly Stamp News,
July 17, 1939, page 355.

Canal Zone And Panama,
1920, 50c, Show Former
German Vessels
By V. LeYoung

Ardiff,

APS, USCS.

"Supplementing
our note in re' Canal Zone
and Panama, I-Balboa, 1920, featuring the
Nereus,' we now have for consideration the
companion stamp of this set, viz., the 50c
orange and black. This stamp, which bears
the inscription' Dique de Balboa, Canal de
Panama' ,is based upon a printofthe Panama
Canal's official photograph
No. 26-J-293,
entitled, "Pacific Terminals. Dry Dock No.1
from Sosa Hill showing S.S. Geo. Goethals
(S.S. Grunewald) and S.S. Gen. W.C. Gorgas
(S. S. Prinz Sigismund)
in dry dock.
April 16, 1917.'
"These two steamships, Grunewald and
Prinz Sigismund, were fOrmerly operated in
the New York-Colon service by the HamburgAmerican Line. They were seized by the
U.S., along with other German vessels in
Colon harbor, after the declaration of war
with Germany, and remodeled for use by the
government-operated
Panama
Railroad
Steamship
Line. Subsequently,
both are
known to have performed service as U. S.
seapost vessels in the New York-Canal
Zone run.
"The S. S. General W. C. Gorgas, gross
tonnage 4,636, net 2,723, dimensions -length
370.1 ft., breadth 45.3 ft., and depth 26.8 ft.,
was built in 1902 at Rostock, Germany. She
was constructed
of steel by Akt. Ges
, N eptun " is now owned by Libby, McNeil &
Libby of 60 California St., San Francisco,
and is still active.
"S. S. General George W. Goethals was built
at Vegesack, Germany, in 1911. Her tonnage,
gross and net, were 4,418 and 2,607 respectively. Dimensions -length,
353 ft., breadth,
48.7 ft., and depth, 25 ft. Her material of
build was steel, her builder - Bremer
Vulcan. The name of this vessel was changed
to the S. S. Munorleans on August 27, 1926,
and her ownership acquired by the Munson
Steamship Line. On March 27, 1936, she was
sold to the British flag.
"Acknowledgements: Thanks to Hon. C. H.
Calhoun, Director of Posts, Panama Canal;
and to C. F. Mayne, Chief, Publications and
Statistics, Bureau of Marine Inspection and
Navigation, Commerce Dept., Washington."
R.H. Salz
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Scott No. 114 Plate Numbers
In the January 25, 1989 William A. Fox
auction, lot 1721, a large collection of plate
blocks of Scott Nos. 105-114, contained an
interesting item. The description said "114 ...
also unlisted UL, Bottom dry gum Plate No.
121518 Block of 6." Looking in the book, Canal
Zone Stamps by Plass, Brewster and Salz, this
plate number is not listed. Going back to 1961
with Canal Zone Postage Stamps by Tatelman,
it can be found that plate numbers 121518,
121519, and 121520 were all assigned to Scott
No. 114 but had never been sent to press. An
article by Brewster (CZP 1979;15(2): 12-13)
notes that the last two plates have never been
sent to press. This suggests, but certainly does
not confirm, the existence of stamps from plate
121518. Looking through my holdings, I cannot
find this plate but as it was not on my want list,
I have not been looking for it. Check your 114
plate number blocks and report other examples,
especially other positions. Is this one of the rarest
Canal Zone plate number blocks or is it relatively
common but unknown?
G.B. Weiss

Alfred R. Bew
1904-1988
It is with great sadness that I learned of the
passing of our former secretary, Al Bew.
Al served the Canal Zone Study Group as
Secretary for nineteen years a:nd-was in charge
of the publications office for two years. In
addition, Al served on the SOJEX committee
for twenty years, eight as general chairman.
The memories that Al evokes are not those of
an individual who merely performed his duties
as an officer in an organization: Al made himself
available to share his knowledge with those of us
who were willing to learn. He was always ready
to give guidance and inspiration on whatever
area of Canal Zone philately you were studying.
It is this type of sharing which made Al transcend the average philatelist. I hope by imitating
his openness to share, we may in some small
way pay honor to his memory.
There are many Canal Zone Study Group
members who will sorely miss AI's counsel.
Michael Demski

CANAL ZONE
Comprehensive
Stock Including
singles, plate blocks, FDC's; FFC's,
B.O.B., stationery,
covers and collateral material.
Send for Free DetSJ-iledList
Want Lists Service

C&HSTAMPS
P.O. Box 324
Syracuse, NY 13209
Phone
CZSG

(315) 488-0136
APS

USPPS

At BALPEX '88. held at the Marriott's Hunt
Valley Inn. Hunt Valley, Maryland by the
Baltimore Phiiatelic Society, a Vermeil award
to R.W. Ireson for his exhibit, The Panama

Membership Distribution

Canal Story.

At CHICAGOPEX '88 held at the q 'Hare
Expo Center, Rosemont. Illinois by the Chicago
Philatelic Society, a Gold award to Richard F.
Larkin for his exhibit Booklet Panes and Covers
— U.S. and Possessions, also the Bureau Issues
award.
Congratulations to the winners.
H.H. Satz

CANAL ZONE
Comprehensive List Free
#10 S.A.S.E. (25C) Apprec i ated
a 01311iCr OF CCIJAIM
0 IrikEL
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Fig. 1. Geo g ra p hic distribution of CZSG members.

BRUCE L. HECHT

WWII..

PAPIAIIA
11.71...
MIT G.021ANY

P.O. BOX 132A
ALBERTSON, NY 11507
ASDA — APS — CZSG — BIA

Commemorative

Cachets

from U.S. Naval Vessels
in the Canal Zone
First and Last
Passage Cachets
By Roger A. Wentworth
It would be difficult indeed to know the exact
number of U.S. Naval vessels which have had
ports of call at the Canal Zone, much less made
a transit. At last count, this collector had 483
different naval vessels with Canal Zone cancellations or cachets on cover, and new ones come
to my attention weekly. It would probably be
easier to say how many ships didn't visit the
canal!
The cachets these ships used to commemorate
their visits abound in seemingly endless varieties and encompass scores of themes. In this
article, several of the First and Last passage
cachets (Figs. 1-8), and one slogan cancel (Fig.
9) have been selected to give you an idea of what
one can find. These are by no means all the
cachets of this nature that were used. These are
merely the most common ones and as mentioned
in the previous article these cachets are from
the period, 1930-1940, as will be the bulk of all
cachets illustrated in this series.

Fig. 3. USS Fox

Fig. 7. USS Winslow

Fig. 4. USS Aylwin

Fig. 8. USS McDougal

Fig. 1. USS Shaw

Fig. 5. USS Monaghan

Fig. 9. USS Dewey

FIg. 2. USS Porter

Fig. 6. USS Vincennes
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Vice President's Report (Continued/rom

page 1)

forward a copy of the CZp, an application for
membership, and a short letter (a photocopy
does nicely) extolling the benefits of membership in the CZSG.
The second job that is up for grabs is that of
reporting "winners." This involves reading the
columns in the stamp publications and noting
those who have won for exhibiting Canal Zone
at the various stamp shows, and who are
members of the czse (you will be provided
with a membership list). Once every three
months these winners are reported in the CZP
Both jobs require very little time so maybe one
or two members would like to get their feet wet
by doing something of importance for the CZSG.
A word on the 17th mail sale. All in all, most
satisfactory, except for one big thing. As there
were 156 lots which received no bid, it brings up
the question, why? Those of you who provided
the material, who bid, or just read the catalog
and prices realized, can find the answer to the
query by looking over the catalog 1istings of the
no-bid lots. If a stamp is perforated so that the
design is cut-in; if there are thin spots, holes,
skinned, pulled perfs, or ghastly cancellations;
one finds that our knowledgeable bidders, who
are also darned good collectors, are not interested. Of course there are some exceptions,
particularly if the stamp is rare or of high
catalog value. And finally, these no-bid lots take
up space and add considerably to the cost of
printing and mailing the catalog.
The 18th Mail Sale will be run by the West
Coast Committee, as you will read elsewhere.
Please re-read the previous paragraph and act
accordingly. Again, please no culls-they will be
returned as unsuitable for inclusion in a CZSG
mail sale. The sales have evolved over the years
into the largest sales of CZ material in the
country and we are second to none. Let us keep
up the high quality of the mail sales. Incidentally, is there anyone interested in running a
future mail sale? If so, please write me but
keep in mind that running a mail sale is a time
consuming six month's job.
Next guest appearance in 1990. See you then!

Request for Information
Roger A. Wentworth and Robert Karrer
are doing very well with their project of listing
Canal Zone naval covers. This will soon be
published as a CZSG handbook. There is still
some time left to send them information on the
covers in your collection. Please help make this
the best listing possible.
They are also starting to collect information on
cachets for Canal Zone air mail first day covers
and United States Scott No. 856 first day covers.
Please send lists of your material with xeroxes to
Roger A. Wentworth, 154 Braelinn Courts,
Peachtree City, GA 30269.
- G.B. Weiss

1 c Balboa Curiosity
The overprinting of the 1 c Balboa in the fifth
series (Scott Number 22) produced the fourth
largest number of major varieties listed in the
Scott catalogue, topped only by Scott Numbers
23, 56, and 86. In addition, a number of minor
varieties are listed in Scott's and/or in Canal
Zone Stamps by Plass, Brewster, and Salz. Two
of these minor varieties involve missing letters in
the overprint, the ANA for CANAL from
position 93 of the stamps overprinted for delivery
April 12, 1909 and the ONE for ZONE from pos.
35 of the group for delivery January 27, 1909.
These were constant varieties on these shipments.
An additional example with several partially
printed letters is shown in Figure 1. Despite the
fact that the overprint is bold and distinct, the
word CANAL is missing significant portions of
the A, N, and second A. As there are no creases,
this would not appear to be the result of a paper
fold, at least, not a crease on this stamp.
Presumably, some foreign matter obstructed the
overprint in this small region, and some lucky bit
of paper bore the partial AN A missing from the
stamp. Unless someone can show that another
copy exists with the same parts of the letters
missing, this is not a consistent broken letter
variety. For the record, this is on soft paper with
a 7\imm spacing between CANAL and ZONE.
R.D. Bates, Jr.

NAPP'S NUMERS
Volume

One

PLATE NUMBER

&

POSITION CATALOG for the
OVERPRINTED issues

used in

the U.S. POSSESSIONS

1899·1946
200 pages with illustrations
spiral bound
includes list of all
known numbers and positions
shipping and receiving dates
quantities shipped and available
booklet pane data and
notes on specimen issues
Li mited Pri nti ng
$25.00 postpaid
USPPS-CZSG-BIA Members
$20.00
from
Grounds for Divorce Publications
5 Knoll wood Drive
West Orange. N.J. 07052

PANAMA "ARMS"
UNLISTED SET
Scott A34 - 5¢, 10¢, 12¢, 15¢, 1b
Complete Set (#68 & #69 included)
RARE - Only a Few Exist
A. 100% Sound, Tropical a.G., Fine
to Very Fine centering, most
V.F., Cat. $1,422.50 ...
Net $1,000.00.
B. Same, Fine + to Ex. Fine
Centering, 24¢, and 1b
F. to V.F., Rest. Ex. F.,
Exceptional Set. Net $1,250.00.
YOUR CANAL ZONE
AND OTHER U.S. POSSESSIONS
WANT LIST SOLICITED

Satisfaction or
Immediate Refund Gladly Sent
on Approval with References
Installment Payment Terms
if Desired
(No Interest or Carrying Charges)
JACK E. MOLESWORTH. INC.
88 Beacon Street
Boston.

CSA

Mass. 021 OB

Phone
(617) 523-2522

Fig. 1. Scott No. 22 with partially printed CANAL.
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