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Fig. 1. Postcard with 1910 U.S. Christmas
seal.

Early U.S. Christmas Seals Used in the Zone
By Robert J. Karrer

talked to his friends and fellow employees
about his idea, and they in turn talked to
others, friends and customers alike. Quickly
the idea spread. When the idea was presented
to King Christian he was receptive to it
immediately. He authorized the Seal and
instructed it should bear the likeness of the
Queen. More than 4,000,000 Seals were sold
in the Copenhagen post office that year of the
first Seal Sale, which opened December 6,
1904 - and the Christmas Seal was born.

"In 1904 the Danish Christmas Seal
appeared in America on letters received here
from persons in Denmark. An American,
Jacob Riis, was one of the recipients. In July,
1907, Riis published an article, 'The
Christmas Stamp', in the Outlook. In his
article he urged the adoption of the idea of
selling Christmas Seals in America. His life
had been closely touched by personal sorrow
resulting from tuberculosis. He had lost six
brothers to the disease when no medical help
was known. He urged that the funds from the
sale of Christmas Seals could be used to
educate people about the disea,se ... that
because people did not know a few amazingly
simple things they died from tuberculosis.

(Continued on page 28)

The scope of postal history collecting is indeed vast, and to the CZ philatelist the decades of
the Canal Zone Postal Service offers enough for any collector. One need only note the activity
on postal history items in our own auction to see that. Many stamps and cancels are relatively
common and turn up with some regularity in dealers' sales boxes; others for the cancellations,
town of origin or stamp used command substantial premiums on those rare occasions when
they turn up. The purpose of this article is to
take a look at an attractive picture postcard
by LL. Maduro, Jr. franked with a very
common Scott No. 31 and cancelled with a
partial Bas Obispo, unreadable date, duplex
postal marking. Granted the card is nice ­
one of the embossed cards with flag and eagle
- but as postal history it would excite very
little interestexceptfor one feature: the 1910
-U.S. Christmas Seal barelyc':tied" to the card
(Fig. 1). This article, based on one first
published in the Dec. 1986 Journal of the
Isthmian Collectors Club, explores the early
use of U.S. Christmas Seals on the Isthmus.
You can decide for yourself if this "cover"
could add anything to your collection.

Christmas Seals were issued by the CZTB
Association and locally printed in Panama
from 1959 to 1971. These are collectible in
their own right, particularly on cover - but
the one we're dealing with dates to 1910. This
is indeed early, as the first Christmas Seals
only date to 1904, and it is helpful to give the
reader a thumbnail sketch of their history
before we show how they came to the Isth mus.
For that purpose I have extracted from an
anonymous article in Barr' Postcard News of
Dec. 20 1984, to start us off, and I believe it
well sets the stage for the use of seals in

. the Zone:
"The origin of the Christmas Seal is

Denmark. Just before Christmas in 1903,
Einar Holboell, a postal clerk in Copenhagen,
while handling all the Christmas mail
involved with his job, began formulating an
idea which would spread around the world.
He thought of the great work which could be
done if each letter or package he handled
every day in his job before Christmas, carried
another penny stamp, the sale of which would
go to a fund to build a hospital for children
who were ill and were without funds. It
would cost each giver so little to share in
giving such a great gift. The stamp should be
bright and cheery to spread happiness and
good will to sender and receiver alike. He
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There has been quite a bit of controversy
recently concerning the changes in pricing in
Volume 1of Scott's catalogue, although Canal
Zone stamps were not affected by these
sweeping modifications. One might reason­
ably ask what effect Scott has on Canal Zone
philately. The answer, I believe, is consider­
ably less than on most other areas. Few of us
follow the lead of collectors in other areas
who seem to insist on making purchases at a
certain percentage of catalogue value, ap'
parently with less concern for condition and
othe.dadors.that influence-the desirability of
specific material.

For us, the catalogue serves as a guide, a
starting point in evaluating a stamp and
deciding on a bid in an auction or on the
val~ation of the item in a dealer's stock. To a
reasonable extent, each stamp is special and
the evaluation is very specific to the indi­
vidual copy concerned. And so much of the
material that we seek is sufficiently scarce
that the catalogue can only be a starting
point.

Canal Zone material does tend to sell at
much closer to the full catalogue value than
most of the stamps listed in Scott's. And it is
much less sensitive to wild fluctuations in
buying and selling prices than in the more
speculative areas of philately. That does not
mean that everything in the Scott catalogue
for Canal Zone currectly reflects the scarcity
of the stamp. Prices of some key items have
dropped at some time in the past ten years,
either to reflect new finds or just ordinary
over supply. Scott Nos. 67 and 08 are two

(Cont?:nued on page 32)
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