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As this report is being written, I find
myself inundated
with material
for the
upcoming Mail Sale. More than 1500 potential lots have been received, with a total
catalogue value in excess of $170,000. One of
the jobs the sale organizer must do is to
whittle the material down to a usable size,
making lots. that will attract a potential
buyer's a.ttention without smothering
the
reader of the catalogue with material that
will not sell well, or at all. Thus, duplication
must be reduced to a minimum and poor
quality material that will not attract bids is
either eliminated or grouped in larger lots.
With the help of another member, I am now
cutting the listing down to a manageable size
so that a truck will not be needed to get the
catalogue to you late this summer.
now cutting the listing down to a managable
size so that a truck will not be needed to get
the catalogue to you late this summer.
I thought I might devote the remainder of
this report to a description of how we handle
the bidding on lots. One should remember
that this is a mail sale, not an auction. As
such, there is no floor competition. All bids
are received by mail, or in some cases by
telephone as described below. Anyone may
bid (submitting lots to be included in the sale
is reserved for members), and we are interested in getting as wide a circulation of
catalogues as possible to promote interest in
Canal Zone material.
(Continued on page 24)

Mail Sale No. 17
Catalogs for the 17th Mail Sale have
been sent. Closing date for receipt of
bids is Tuesday, October 11, 1988 no
later than 5:00 P.M. at the address
below:
CZSG Mail Sale
c/o Richard D. Bates, Jr.
P.O. Box 40583 Palisades
Washington, DC 20016
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By Gary B. Weiss
Collecting Canal Zone stamps is an exciting activity that most of the members of the Canal
Zone Study Group enjoy. Gilbert N. Plass has written several times on this general subject
(CZP 1971; 7(4):29: 1976; 12(1):1; and 1986; 22(2):9) and the Philatelist has included many
articles relating to more specialized areas of collecting. While the fun of collecting has been
experienced by most. the joy of exhibiting seems to be limited to only a small portion of the
membership.
Interest in exhibiting appears to be rapidly
growing as evidenced by many shows quickly
filling their frames with exhibits and by the
popularity of Randy Neil's column on exhibiting
which appears
monthly in the
Ame1'ican Philatelist. The most important
evidence is the rapid growth in membership
to over 1000 of the recently formed American
Association of Philatelic Exhibitors and the
backlog of articles awaiting publication in its
journal (we should be so lucky). Suprisingly,
an equivalent growth in exhibiting Canal
Zone material has not occurred and it is a
rare event to see two Canal Zone related
exhibits at one show. In contrast, other
specialist societies have routinely been able
to fill a major portion of a stamp exhibit or to
have their own exhibit.
The reasons that many collectors never
exhibit are varied but the most common
excuses include a lack of knowledge as to how
to start, a fear that it will be difficult, and a
real concern that the exhibit will not be a
winner. The first two problems are readily
resolved with the help of two books.
The first book is The Philatelic Exhibitors
Handbook by Randy L. Neil, published under
the auspices of the American Association of
Philatelic Exhibitors and the Collectors Club
of Kansas City by The Traditions
Press,
Shawnee-Mission,
Kansas. This is a well
written, beautifully
illustrated,
and very
helpful book that will serve as a jumping-off
point to form an exhibit using previously
established
guidelines.
Any exhibitor
of
stamps and covers will find useful material
throughout
this book. The book provides
detailed information on planning the exhibit,
tools of the philatelic exhibitor, page layout
and design, the write up and the title page.
Although one may not agree with every
aspect of this work, the author's enthusiasm
for exhibiting is infectious and this book is
must reading for all would-be exhibitors. As
Neil says, "In all of stamp collecting, there is
nothing - absolutely nothing - more invig-
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orating, more exciting, more fulfilling than
partici pati ng in a stamp
show as an
exhibitor."
The second book is the classic, How to
Prepare Stamp Exhibits, by C.E. Foster,
published by and still available from the New
Mexico Philatelic Association. If you are
interested in exhibiting, this book will also be
a great help in getting started and to many,
this book is the exhibitor's Bible and how-to
do-it guide rolled into one package. There is
no great mystery to creating a good exhibit.
The problem is one of learning basic principles and applying what is learned. This
book will help you do this and if you follow
these principles,
you will easily develop
satisfactory
exhibits. Mr. Foster's meticulously-written treatise on exhibiting - from
the exhibitor's point of view - is one of our
hobby's monumental books and until it was
published, step-by-step instructional material did not exist for the competitive exhibitor.
With either of these books at hand, one is
ready to begin preparing an exhibit. All one
needs is the material. The Canal Zone area is
ideal for exhibiting in that it is a "dead
country" allowing for the possibility of a
complete showing; it has been well studied
but new areas of research continue to be
studied; and there are many subtopics that
make for excellent exhibits (air mail, official
mail, precancels, postal stationery) or potential exhibits (APO cancels, censor markings,
postage due, meter mail, etc.). While completeness and the presence of expensive items
seem necessary to win important
international awards (and maybe even show grand
awards), these are not needed to do well in
national
or regional
competition
where
exhibits are judged on what they contain.
The selection of which area of Canal Zone
collecting to display is a personal choice
strongly related to what one already has in
the collection. Amazingly, each of us who has
tried to rapidly arrange his collection for
(Continued on page 23)
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Auctions
Reviewed by Gilbert N. Plass
Only a fairly small amount of rarer Canal
Zone stamps was offered at auction during
the past quarter. The prices realized listed
here do not include the 10% commission. The
catalogue
price as given in the auction
catalogue follows in parenthesis. All stamps
are unused in very fine condition unless
otherwise specified.
•
•
•

•
•
•

Scott No.1, flvf, $325 ($425) Apfelbaum
3 on· cover, ~290 (~500) Fox
39 on 1918 censored cover, Balboa duplex;
also two #10 censored penalty covers from
Cristobal, 1918, $85 Spelman
56a, dbl. ovp., f. $220 ($350) Siegel
85a, ZONE ZONE in bl. of 9, perfs cut,
$350 ($534) Siegel
C09, used, perfs almost cut design, $250
($250) Apfelbaum

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

J27, bl. of 4 on 1937 cover with 107, bl. of 4,
mailed from Fort Leavenworth, Kansas to
Corozal, C. Z., pencil note "Stamps not
valid for U.S. postage" and "Postage Due
20<1", $34 Spelman
U2c, used, Apr. 29, 1919, $1450 ($1200)
Ivy
U15, $160 ($300) Siegel
UF1a, unused, $1050 ($1500) Siegel
UF1a, used, with 2 copies of No. 53, $1400
($1200) Siegel
UX5, used, Xmas message on back, $800
($700) Siegel
UX6, small corner bends, $675 ($1000)
Siegel
Postcard with cancel "10th Postal Regulating Section I A.P.O. Feb. 21, 1944" $65
Spelman

Addresses of above auctioneers: Earl P. L.
Apfelbaum,
Inc., 2006 Walnut St., Philadelphia, PA 19103; William A. Fox, 676
Morris Ave., Springfield, NJ 07081; Steve
Ivy Philatelic Auctions, Inc., 2121 N. Akard,
Dallas, TX 75201; Robert A. Siegel Auction
Galleries, Inc., 160 E. 56th St., New York,
NY 10033; Henry M. Spelman III, P.O. Box
645, San Ansel mo, CA 94960. Please mention
The Canal Zone Philatelist when writing for
catalogues. Auctioneers should send auction
catalogues together with prices realized to
Gilbert N. Plass, Box 9973, College Station,
TX 77842.

Scott 1989 Catalogue, Vol. 1
Reviewed by Gilbert N. Plass
The big news is the huge reductions in
prices of British Colonial stamps in this 1989
Scott Catalogue. Some of the high priced
stamps have been reduced 30 to 50% from last
year's catalogue. The dealers state that this
leads collectors to believe that the value of
their collections decreased over the past year,
while actually there has been a moderate
increase in prices in this area. Some of the
largest auction houses have announced that
they will continue to use the 1988 Catalogue.
Scott answers that the catalogue prices of
many of these stamps had risen to too high
levels and that the stamps will now sell at a
reasonable
discount from the new Scott
prIces.
Fortunately,
this does not apply to the
Canal Zone stamps. In the Canal Zone section,
there are many increases in prices with only a
couple of decreases. In fact the price changes
under Canal Zone are so numerous that I can
only present a small selection here.
The 1989 Catalogue is printed on a larger
size of paper. It will take some getting used to
this increased size. A new, more readable
type face is used that appears to be somewhat
larger. particularly for the listings of errors
and varieties. These had been in such small
type that sometimes they could only be read
with difficulty. This is a great improvement.
In spite of the larger p'age size, there are only
7% fewer pages in the new catalogue compared to the old because of the new type face.
The new management continues to improve
the catalogue each year and deserves our
support.
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1988

1989

Scott No.

1
4-8
lIb
13
14

20
35

14a
14c
14d
14e

catalogue
$425
448
325
18.50

750
325
1500
1500
1.75
2.50
22.50
70
200
70

16
17

17b

18
18a
19

20
20a
22d
31-35
3ge
45

50
52

53
54
56c
58
60-66
70-81
84-95
116a
117b
140

C36-41
C50a
COl-7
Jl-3
J21-24

07

catalogue
$450
475
350

60

175
300
95

700
22.50
55
37.50
150
250
800
350
314
647
614
1250

30

700
300
1350
1350
1.60
2.25
20
65

175
65
50

150
250
90
600
20
50

32.50
130
225
700
325
287
616
598

1100

250

225

2.25
16.70
6
108
950

2.00
15.45
5
103
865
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15.50

50

45

SCADTA Airmail Service
By Gilbert N. Plass
(Continued from CZP 1988; 24(2):16)
S.C. Russell, Post Office Inspector, under
date of Feb. 27, 1930 sent the following
memorandum for the Director of Posts:
"1. I have had several inquiries
from
patrons of the Canal Zone Postal Service
about the one-way air mail service by SCADTA
planes. A number of residents of the Canal
Zone receive mail regularly from Colombia
through the SCADTA service and are under
the impression that letters deposited in the
Canal Zone post offices with SCADTA postage
affixed and additionally
prepaid
at the
regular rate with Canal Zone postage are
entitled to dispatch from Cristobal by the
SCADTA planes departing at weekly intervals to Buenaventura
and Barranquilla,
respectively.
"2. Dispatches from the SCADTA service
are received weekly on Wednesdays and
Fridays by the Cristobal post office. Such
dispatches contain mail from the Canal Zone
and the United States. That addressed to the
Canal Zone is prepaid with SCADTA air mail
postage and the required Colombian postage
covering its regular transit. That addressed
to the United States contains Canal Zone air

mail stamps in addition to the SCADTA air
mail and Columbian postage stamps. With
the exception of registered articles emanating
at SCADTA post offices, all mail is handled
without question by the Cristobal post office.
"3. The files indicate that the SCADTA
organization inaugurated several trial flights
to the Canal Zone during April and May of
1929. At that time the question arose regarding the transfer
and dispatch of special
United States mail bags consigned to that
company. I do not find anything in the files
authorizing the establishment of permanent
flights to and from the Canal Zone nor has the
company been authorized to convey Canal
Zone mail to Colombia. However, it is my
understanding
that local agencies have
accepted letters without question since the
inception of their regular service.
"4. According to articles appearing in the
local newspapers
recently, arrangements
were made for the conveyance of mails to and
from Panama. Our service, naturally, will
not make any mail contract with the SCADTA
Company except upon approval of the United
States Post Office Department but it appears
that no objections should be made to the
delivery through
the usual channels at
Cristobal of letters prepaid with Canal Zone
postage at the local rates and with SCADTA
postage for dispatch
by such service to
Colombia.
For some six years we have
accepted such mail without question to be
forwarded in special packages by steamer to
Colombian ports and as no objections have
been raised to the clearance of the SCADTA
planes from Canal waters it appears that wemight authorize the acceptance of such letters
to be delivered through the post office box at
Cristobal rented by the Company's agents.
"5. If the foregoing plan is not approved, I
think that a circular of instructions should be
issued to all postmasters and given general
publicity through the Postal Service regarding the treatment to be accorded SCADTA
letters deposited at Canal Zone post offices."
The next document is dated Mar. 3, 1930
and is a letter from C.H. Calhoun, Director of
Posts, to Mr. Arthur W. Barrus, 147 Mosley
Dr., Syracuse, New York:
"Reference
is made to your letter of
February
18th addressed to me at Washington, D.C., in which inquiry is made
concerning any publication issued by this
service similar to the U.S. Daily Bulletin.
"No bulletins are published at regular
intervals by the Canal Zone Postal Service
and all general instructions to postmasters
are covered by circulars from this office.
"Enclosed
you will find two copies of
Circular No. 13 showing the air mail postage
rates effective locally. The air mail schedules
are incorporated in full detail in the United
Btates I'ostal Bulletins and the Monthly
Supplements to the U.S. Postal Guide. There
is no local air mail service in the Canal Zone
nor the Republic of Panama except that
served by the regular U.S. contract service
performed
by the Pan American
Airways, Inc."
On March 11, 1930 C.H. Calhoun issued
Circular No. 15:

"To all Postmasters:
Letters
with
"SCADTA" Postage Affixed not Dispatched
by Air from the Canal Zone.
"1. In view of the numerous
inquiries
regarding the status ofthe "SCADTA" service
to and from the Canal Zone the following
information is furnished for the guidance of
all postal employees:
"(a) Letters prepaid at the regular postage
rate and having SCADTA postage affixed
are not entitled to dispatch from the Canal
Zone by air. Such letters will go forward by
steamer to the proper exchange office of
destination
in Colombia or Ecuador and
thence forwarded
by air to the office of
destination.
"(b) Letters properly prepaid with both
Canal Zone air mail postage and having
SCADTA stamps affixed will be forwarded
by Pan-American
plane to Colombia or
Ecuador and thence handled by the SCADTA
company.
"2. The foregoing refers to letters intended
for dispatch from the Canal Zone. These
received through the SCADTA service from
Colombia or Ecuador should be handled in
the usual manner if prepaid at the usual
postage rate by Colombian postage in addition
to the SCADTA postage. Such letters as
contain, in addition, Canal Zone air mail
postage, shall be postmarked and dispatched
as if originating in the Canal Zone.
"3. Postmasters and postal employees shall
give this matter such publicity as may be
necessary for those who deposit "SCADTA"
letters in the Canal Zone post offices unEler
the misapprehensilJn
that they will be dis=-patched by air from the Canal Zone."
(Continued in next 1:ssue)

Canal Zone
Picture Post Cards
by manufacturers'
numbers & description
for sale.
Send for our list of
pee's, mint & used
stationery, FD's,
flight covers,
obliterators on cover,
also stamps,
mint & used in
singles & multiples.
We also fill want lists.

Give us a try.
Conroy Philatelic Company
P.O. Box 81
West Redding, CT 06896-0081
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Booklet Pane Spacing
Variety on Scott No. 97b
By Richard H. Salz
Takahiro Ohto, one of three CZSG members
in Japan, is responsible for the following
discovery. Mr. Ohto was the high bidder on
lot number 284, Scott No. 97b, in the 1987
CZSG Mail Sale. Along with payment for the
lot, he sent a diagram of the pane giving the
measurements
between the words CANAL
and ZONE. Both stamps in the top pair
measured
10 mm between CANAL and
ZONE, a previously unrecorded
spacing
variety, while the balance of the stamps in the
booklet pane is 9 mm, the normal spacing.
There is no reason to believe that a 10 mm
spacing would not be possible for in many of
the overprinted U.S. issues, there are all sorts
of variations in the spacing measurements.
Of course, with a possible new discovery,
the only thing to do was to send this booklet
pane (it was returned for examination) to
knowledgeable collectors and see what they
had to say. Three out of five "experts"
reported that the booklet was a fake and that
it was made from sheet stamps of Scott
No. 97 by someone who had taken a block of
six stamps (2x3) with selvage at top, trimmed
off the perforations
from the sides and
bottom, and added staple holes on the
shortened selvage (tab).
As a result of all the above, I decided to do
some sleuthing.
Perhaps the information
which follows is "old hat" to many collectors,
but the five involved in this study did not
k-now that the spacings (frame line to frame
line) between the stamps of the booklet panes
both horizontally and vertically are quite
different from the spacings on the regular
sheet stamps. To be specific, the vertical
spacings measure 2.6 mm on the booklet
stamps and 2.1 mm on the sheet stamps while
horizontally, the spacings are 2.9 mm on the
booklet panes and 2.5 mm on the sheet
stamps. Of course, these same measurements
will be found on the corresponding
U.S.
booklet issues, Scott Nos. 583a (and 634d),
from which the CZ booklet panes were
prepared by overprinting.
It is therefore impossible to make a 97b (or
a 101a) booklet pane from sheet stamps - in
fact, you don't even need a magnifying glass
to see the obvious spacing differences. The
booklet pane is genuine and a new spacing
variety has been recorded. Can any of our
members' report 10 mm spacings on their
Scott No. 97b'!

CANAL ZONE
Comprehensive
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List Free
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Navy Day Update
By John C. Smith
The recent article "N avy Day In The Zone",
in the CZP 1987; 23(3):21, 24, states that of
the three post offices using the Navy Day
cachet, no covers with a Ft. Amador cancellation were reported. CZSG member Vern
Shelton reports that he has found an example
of the Navy Day cachet on a cover with the Ft.
Amador cancel, and we thank him for bringing this to the attention of our members.
It is also worth mentioning that over sixty
different Oct. 27th/Navy Day ship covers
exist with Canal Zone towns seen in the

postmarks of Dnited States N avyship covers.
Many of the covers are cacheted for the event
The ship cancels were applied to the covers
by the ships Mail Clerk, while visiting the
Canal Zone. In many cases, slogans were also
inserted for special events (Fig. 1). Some
covers without
a cachet or slogan and
canceled on Oct. 27th are commercial rather
than philatelic. Table 1 lists the known D.S.
Navy ship covers canceled in the Canal Zone
on Navy Day from 1932 through 1940. If
anyone has any additional Navy Day covers
not listed in Table I, please write John C.
Smith, 408 Redwood Ln., Schaumburg,
IL 60193.
Fig. 1. U.S.S. Saratoga Navy Day cover
with commemorative
cancel and cachet.

Table 1
October 27th C.Z./U.S.
Navy Day Ship Covers
Known
U.S. Navy Ships

Known
Slogans/Cachets

Oct. 27, 1932
D.S.S. Hannibal
D.S.S. Sturtevant

NAVY DAY/BALBOA
NAVY DAY/BALBOA

Oct. 27, 1933
D.S.S. Hannibal
D.S.S. Lapwing

NAVY DAY/OCT. 27, 1933/CZ
NAVY DAY/COCO SOLO

Oct. 27, 1934
Air Craft Battle Force
D.S.S. Astoria
D.S.S. Bainbridge
D.S.S. Barry
D.S.S. Brant
D.S.S. California
D.S.S. Chester
D.S.S. Colorado
D.S.S. Dahl.qren
D.S.S. Deeatur
D.S.S. Dupont
D.S.S. Ellis
D.S.S. Fox
D.S.S. Gilmer
D.S.S. Goff
D.S.S. Grebe
D.S.S. Indianapolis
D.S.S. Kanawha
D.S.S. Lapwing
D.S.S. Lapwing
D.S.S. Lawrence
D.S.S. Lexington
D.S.S. Louisville
D.S.S. Memphis
D.S.S. Milwaukee
D.S.S. Neches
D.S.S. Nevada
D.S.S. New Mexico
D.S.S. Omaha
D.S.S. Portland
D.S.S. Preble
D.S.S. Relief
D.S.S. Saratoga
D.S.S. Teal
D.S.S. Texas
D.S.S. Texas
D.S.S. Tern
D.S.S. Tern
D.S.S. Upshur
D.S.S. Vestal
D.S.S. West Virginia
D.S.S. Whitney
D.S.S. Yarnall

CZ

NAVY DAY/BALBOA C.Z.
NAVY DAY/BALBOA*
CANAL ZONE/AREA*
(No Slogan)
NAVY DAY/BALBOA CZ
(No Slogan)*
NAVY DAY/BALBOA CZ
13 NAVY DAY/BALBOA CZ
BASED IN THE/CZ
NAVY DAY/PANAMA CZ
NAVY DAY/BALBOA CZ
BALBOA/CANAL ZONE
CANAL ZONE/NAVY DAY
(No Slogan)
BALBOA/CANAL ZONE*
COCO SOLO/CANAL ZONE*
BALBOA/CAN AL ZONE*
NAVY DAY/BALBOA CZ
BALBOA/NAVY DAY
BALBOA CZ/NAVY DAY*
BALBOA CZ/NAVY DAY
NAVY DAY/BALBOA CZ
(No Slogan)
(N avy Day in circle with date)
BALBOA CZ/NAVY DAY
BALBOA/CANAL ZONE*
NAVY DAY/BALBOA CZ
NAVY DAY/BALBOA CZ
NAVY DAY AT/BALBOA CZ
BALBOA/CANAL ZONE*
BALBOA CZ/NAVY DAY
NAVY DAY/BALBOA CZ*
NA VY DAY/BALBOA CZ*
NA VY DAY/BALBOA CZ
NAVY DAY/CANAL ZONE*
BALBOA/CANAL ZONE*
BALBOA/CANAL ZONE
NAVY DAY/BALBOA C.Z.
BALBOA CZ/NAVY DAY
NAVY DAY/CANAL ZONE
NAVY DAY/CANAL ZONE*
CANAL/ZONE
BALBOA CZ/NAVY DAY

Oct. 27, 1935
Aircraft Squadron
D.S.S. Claxton
D.S.S. Lapwing
D.S.S. Mallard
D.S.S. Manley
D.S.S. Teal
D.S.S. Trenton

FLEET AIR/BASE
NAVY DAY/BALBOA
NAVY/CANAL ZONE
NAVY DAY/MT. HOPE CZ
NAVY DAY/BALBOA CZ*
NAVY DAY/COCO SOLO
NAVY DAY/BALBOA CZ

Oct. 27, 1936
D.S.S. Manley
D.S.S. Moffett

NAVY DAY/BALBOA CZ
BALBOA PANAMA/CANAL

Oct. 27, 1937
D.S.S. Babbit
D.S.S. Erie
D.S.S. Moffett
D.S.S. Moffett

BALBOA/CANAL
(No Slogan)*
BALBOA/CANAL
BALBOA/CANAL

Oct. 27, 1938
D.S.S. Cachalot
D.S.S. Erie
D.S.S. Gannet
D.S.S. Mugford
D.S.S. Ralph Talbot
D.S.S. Snapper

ENRODTE/COCO
SOLO CZ
ODR THIRD/NAVY DAY CZ
COCO SOLO/CANAL ZONE*
TABOGA ISLE/REP PAN*
NAVY DAY/PANAMA CZ
NAVY DAY/COCO SOLO CZ

Oct. 27, 1939
D.S.S. Sims

CRISTOBAL/C.Z.

Oct. 27, 1940
D.S.S. Barry
D.S.S. Craven
D.S.S. Kane
Sub. Division II

BALBOA PANAMA CZ*
COLON/C.Z.*
COCO SOLO/CANAL ZONE*
NAVY DAY/COCO SOLO CZ

ZONE

ZONE*
ZONE*
ZONE

*

* = Navy Day Cachet

V.S.S. Los Angeles

D.S.S. Los Angeles (ZR-3) moored to DSS Patoka (AO-9);
Panama Bay, 1931. (Photo courtesy of RA Wentworth)
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Overprints on
U.S. Committee
Richard D. Bates, Jr., Chairman
P.O. Box 40583
Palisades Station
Washington,
D.C. 20016
One might term this report: the good, the
bad, and the ugly. The figures illustrate a
very nice overprint variety on cover, a rather
bad fake overprint, and a second example of
this same fake that is bgly because it shows
that the maker of the first produced many
more of these. By illustrating these two bad
fakes, I begin to fulfill my promise to
illustrate fake overprints that one can find,
but hopefully not get stuck with.
The first thing that might catch your eye on
the fakes is the cancellation on the pseudo
Scott No. 80, the 50c Arlington
Amphitheater with flat A's in Fig. 1. Upon close
examination,
one makes out "UDSON
TERM" in the cancellation. Consultation of
Entwistle's CZSG Handbook #5, The Postal
Markings 01 the Canal Zone, fails to turn up
anything like this. That is because "HUDSON
TERMINAL"
is a common U.S. postmark.
So the cancellation is not from Canal Zone at
all, but is instead from the U.S. That is a bad
sign, but not conclusive that the stamp is not
what it pretends to be. A Canal Zone stamp
could have been used in the U.S. without
being noticed, or it could have failed to be
cancelled in the Zone and cancelled upon
arrival stateside, or have been on the back of
a registered letter where it was struck by the
receiving station, or even, perhaps, a U.S.
paquetbot marking. None of these fit very
well, so the U.S. cancellation necessitates a
closer examination of the overprint.

Fig. 2. Scott No. 81, fake.
1989 Catalogue, Vol. 1, at 12 and 45 cents
respectively, while the Canal Zone varieties,
if genuine, are listed at $40 and $180. Quite a
mark-up for a little alteration. So watch out
for these! They are around, and not only on
the high values in this series.
On a more favorable note is a cover with the
stamp blown-up as shown in Fig. 3. First,
there is the nifty Fort Davis Hs-11d, var. E,
complete to the space between the F and 0 as
illustrated in Entwistle's book. Curiously, the
handstamp was used without the year date,
which was the appropriate approach on third
class mail, as reported
on page 19 of
Entwistle's book.

.....,

Fig. 3. CZSG No. 115.2, missing
CA of CANAL.

Fig. 1. Scott No. 80, fake.
The overprint is at an angle (not impossible
on a real one), the letters are irregular (bad
sign), the first "A" is tilted, the "0" in ZONE
is dropped (bad signs), and the overall
impression of the letters is that they are
indistinct along the edges, with skips in the
inking. Generally the overprints in this series
are sharp and distinct, and though later
printings on some are less so. they tend to be
heavily inked with considerable filling in of
the letters. The $1 version, shown in Fig. 2,
shows the same bad characteristics,
with the
tilting" A" and dropped "0" most prominent.
In fact, what has happened is that genuine
used copies of the U.S. stamps have had this
bogus overprint applied after they had been
used. The reason is understandable:
the
United States varieties are listed in Scott's

Of course, the eye catcher here is the
overprint,
which shows only the letters
"N AL ZONE". The "CAn of CANAL is
missing. It would appear in this case that an
obstruction
between the plate and paper
blocked the printing of the C and A. This
variety is not believed to be due to a paper
fold. This variety is known to exist, being
listed as 115.2 in Canal Zone Stamps by
Plass, Brewster, and Salz, but no details are
given in the text. All in all, a very nice variety
that Paul Kravitz provided to me to have
photographed. Thanks Paul. Keep looking.

Book Review
By Richard C. Yudin
United Fruit Company - The History,
Ships, And Cancellations OiThe Great White
Fleet, by Phillip Cockerill. Published by P.
Cocl{crill, Hllmpatelld Norreys, Newbury,
Berkshire RG16 OTT, England. Price, four
pounds.
Available
in the U.S.A. from
Leonard Hartmann,
H.J.M.R., and George
Alevizos.
An interesting insight on the semi-official
mail service provided
by United Fruit
Company between the United States and the
rim of the Caribbean basin is given in this
book. Collectors of covers may have noticed
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items from United Fruit's office in Cristobal,
"P AQUEEOT"
cancellations
on envelopes
from the company's ships, and "via United
Fruit Steamship X." directions on southbound covers. This booklet describes and
illustrates the ship's postmarks that can be
found on items bearing Canal Zone franking
posted on banana boats passing through the
Canal or calling at Cristobal or Balboa for
bunkering.
The company carried
passengers
and
general cargo as well as fruit between Gulf
and Eastern Seaboard ports for many years,
and of course the passengers and crew wrote
letters. The ports the company served were
mostly banana docks, few of them connected
with the more populous areas of their host
countries. Official mail service in some places
was rudimentary,
and company employees
and their friends preferred to send letters
home on the company's own ships. Thus these
markings can be found with frankings from
Guatemala, Honduras, Costa Rica, Panama,
Colombia, Ecuador, Cuba, and the Dominican
Republic; and also possibly Mexico, Nicaragua and Jamaica; as well as from the Canal
Zone and the United States.
The book is clearly illustrated,
showing
examples of all known handstamp
types,
with a short list of the vessels known to have
used each type. There are also photographs of
cancelled frankings (including one CZ item)
and entires.
There is a brief history of United Fruit and
of its vessels, with a rough list of the vessels
owned by the company and its affiliates.
-These are sufficient for the collector, and
seem to have been based on information from
the successor United Brands Company. There
are some errors in the history and a few
omissions
in the lists of vessels owned;
however these do not detract from the value
of the work as a guide to the postal aspect of
the company's contribution to the development of the region. The only notable fault is
the assumption
that the Cuyamel Fruit
Company was always a subsidiary, whereas
until 1932 it was entirely separate and any
cancellations
from Cuyamel ships belong
elsewhere.
WANTED - Los Angeles, Akron,
Macon - Canal Zone flight covers;
Pitcairn-Canal
Zone franked covers;
Bliss, SCADTA, censorship, and mixed
franking covers of Canal Zone and
Panama; perfins of CZ (on-off covers)
other Canal Zone and Panama covers
and collections including revenues,
liquor stamps, E 0 B, used, unused
postcards; related collections, books,
coins,
tokens,
medals,
maps,
memorabilia.
Also Paul Redfern, aviator, 1927
cachet regarding searches for Venezuela and Dutch Guiana.
Duplicates, quantities OK
Trading

CZ for CZ and Panama

Grigore, 425 Harbor Drive
Venice, FL 34285
(813 - 485-6019)
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Whole No. 88

Appointment
Weare sorry to report that Alfred R. Bew,
who has been running the CZSG Publications
Office for the past two years, has resigned
due to health reasons. The CZSG wishes to
thank Al for all his good work in filling
orders for back issues of the CZP and the
various publications.
Weare most happy to report that a "willing
volunteer" was found through the efforts of
George Stilwell. Whenever there is a "pinch"
you can count on George to come through
with flying colors. So I am most pleased to
announce the appointment' of Richard F.
Murphy, 501 Rosebud Lane, Greer, SC 29650
to head the Publications Office.
Would all members please make a notation
of his name and address on the "Publications"
list which appears on the last page of your
copy of the current Cumulative Index.
Thank you, Richard Murphy, for volunteeringyour services for this important Canal
Zone Study Group function.
s/ Richard D. Bates
President CZSG

Exhibiting (Continued from page 17)
immediate exhibition has been surprised by
the lack of some common material in addition
to missing better items. Organizing one's
collection in this way can help to prioritize
future acquisitions. As the exhibit shapes up,
one learns more about the stamps and/or
covers displayed (possible subjects for future
articles in the Philatelist)
and can take
genuine pride in the final display irrespective
of the award. The actual display allows one to
get many useful commentaries on the exhibit
which can be used in the future to improve
both the exhibit and the collection.
I enjoy exhibiting and looking at other
collector's exhibits in areas that I collect.
These activities are both important aspects in
my growth as a philatelist.
If enough
members feel this way and a few members
become new exhibitors, it may be possible to
consider having the Canal Zone Study Group
support one of the national exhibitions.
Members interested in exhibiting or attending such an exhibit should write me including
their geographic preferences for the show. At
least 100 frames and ten exhibitors would
be needed .

.--------

CANAL ZONE

Honorary Members
The Board of Directors has designated
George W. Brett (CZSG #1) and Alfred R.
Bew (CZSG #136) to be honorary members of
the Canal Zone Study Group, joining James
T. DeVoss (CZSG #3) who has already been so
designated. The Board further resolved that
the listing of honorary members be included
in the Philatelist each year in the issue in
which sustaining and contributing members
of the Study Group is published.
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Comprehensive
Stock Including
singles, plate blocks, FDC's, FFC's,
B.O.B., stationery,
covers and collateral material.
Send for Free Detailed List
Want Lists Service
C & H STAMPS

P.O. Box 324
Syracuse, NY 13209
Phone (315) 472-1662
CZSG
APS
USPPS
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President's Report (Continued from page 17)
The terms of the sale do stipulate that the
Study Group reserves the right to withdraw
or group lots, and to reject bids that are not
made in good faith. What does all that mean?
First, should we discover that there is a
problem with a lot, such as an error in
description or that the stamp is a fake, the lot
will be withdrawn. That is done to protect
both the seller and the buyer. Second, should
someone be willing to bid on two or more lots
together, and should that bid exceed the
selling price of the lots if sold separately, the
lots will be sold together. And third, bidders
that are notoriously poor payersor who bid $1
on every lot may find their bids rejected. But
every reasonable bid (that does not mean
high, just that it is an honest reflection of the
value of that lot) is used and entered into the
"bid book," which may be just that or may be
a computer such as the one on which I am now
composing this report.
Lots are sold without reserve. That means
that there is no predetermined
level at which
the stamp must be sold or withdrawn. But it
should be clear that nothing prevents the
owner from bidding on the item. He can
participate like anyone else. But he must pay
the commission (as owner, we charge no
commission to the buyer) even though he
buys the stamp he already owns.
Bids may be entered as straight bids, or
they may be "or" bids. An "or" bid is used by a
prospective buyer if there are similar lots
and the buyer is willing to buy anyone of
them. The bids on the lots do not have to be
identical. The person running the sale can
then sell anyone of the lots designated "or" if
that person is the high bidder on that lot, but
the person will not wind up with two or more
similar lots. In a floor auction, bids that are
designated "or" have to be executed sequentially, so that the bidder will wind up getting
the first lot on which he is high, and will not
compete on later lots. In a mail sale, the "or"
bidder will get the loton which his bid is most
favorable. For example, if a bidder places
"or" bids of $16 on two different lots and the
other highest bid on the first lot is $14, and on
the second is $10, the "or" bidder would get
the second 10tat$11. Multiple "or" bidders on
several lots, of course, can be a real problem
for the person running the sale. Should the
bidder indicate a strong preference for one
lot over the other, that preference would be
honored in handling the "or" bids. In any
case, lots are sold to the highest bidder at one
increment over the bid of the second highest
bidder.
The full value of the highest bid is only used
when necessary. Prospective bidders can be
confident in submitting the highest bid that
they are willing to pay for a lot that their full
bids will not be used unless necessitated by
the second bid just below it. Bidders should
know that "buy" bids (meaning a bid that
indicates that the bidder will beat any other
bid) cannot be accepted. The main reason is
that there is no way to handle two such bids
on the same lot.

Bidders may also submit "limit" bids.
Simply, this means that they are willing to
purchase lots up to a total dollar amount
specified as the limit. If the lots on which they
are high bidder have a dollar amount less
than the limit, all lots on which that bidder is
high would be purchased by the bidder. If the
total value exceeds the limit, only a subset of
the lots on which the bidder is high would be
purchased such that the total cost does not
exceed the limit. The selection of which lots
are purchased by the bidder with the limit
lies with the person running the sale, though
the bidder may indicate a preference. A
bidder can submit some bids without a limit,
and others subject to a limit. But to be fair,
"limit" bids are awkward to handle and the
chance of an accidental
mix-up becomes
greater the more complicated the scheme of
the bids. Limit bids do allow the prospective
purchaser to place bids on more lots than he
can afford to purchase with the expectation
offindingsome lots on which he is high, while
protecting himself from spending more than
a certain amount. For that reason, though
more difficult to handle, "limit" and "or" bids
are good for the sale and are accepted gladly.
The last major point to discuss concerns
telephone
bids. Telephone entry of bids
provides an alternative to using limits when
the prospective buyer wishes to control the
total dollar amount of his purchases. But
there seems to be confusion among some
members about telephone bids, and I would
like to clarify how I handle telephone bids. I
believe that it is the same way that the others
who have run our sales handle them.
Prospective bidders can telephone their bids
using the telephone number provided in the
catalogue. This provides a means to submit
bids close to the deadline without the risk of
missing the deadline. For the disorganized
minority like myself, this is an important
way to avoid missing out. However, bidders
should realize that telephone bids are more
easily mishandled than those submitted by
mail. Thus, I request two things of telephone
bidders: 1) no more than 20 lots may be bid on
by phone, and 2) written copy of the bids
must be sent as a backup. Additionally, a
prospective bidder may ask for information
about the lots on which he may wish to bid. If
possible,
technical
questions
about the
material will be answered; however, as nearly
all the material is kept in the vault until it is
mailed out, the information
may not be
available. Additionally, the telephone caller
may ask for information about the bidding on
certain lots. The only information that I will
provide is the opening bid, by which I mean
one increment above the bid of the second
highest bidder. That information will be
limited to the bids that have already been
recorded. This should help the prospective
bidder see what may be competitive on the
lots that he wants to purchase. It is especially
useful for those interested in more lots than
they can afford to purchase, permitting them
to focus on a subset of the material on which
they have a chance of winning. It is important to know that the high bid will not be
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revealed
under any circumstances.
The
confidentiality
of the high oidder's offer is
protected.
The telephone
caller is then
permitted to place his bids. After the bids are
placed, I will then tell hi m if he is high. I will
not permit the telephone caller, through a
series of revised bids, to creep up on the high
bidder. I will let him know the then current
opening and to place his bids only once. This
approach helps the owners by encouraging
competitive bidding, helps the prospective
bidder by focusing his attention on lots on
which he will be competitive, yet preserves
the confidentiality of the bids of other bidders
and protects their interests.
Given this information, I hope you will be
prepared to participate
effectively in our
annual Mail Sale. It is the major way that the
Study Group raises money to support its
activities. Remember, bidders and con signers
make the Sale. The person running the Sale
only helps get the two together. Please bid on
material of interest to you. You can rest
assured that we will try to help you purchase
material on which you bid at the best price
possible.

New RPR Perfin
The Panama Railroad Company used a
perfin, RPR, to prevent theft of stamps from
their New York office. These perfins are
described and illustrated in an article by
Dunaway and Cassibry in the Philatelist
1970; 6(3):21,27-28. They list the five United
States of America stamps known with this
pel'fin, Scott Nos. 332, 375, 405, 416, and 425
[but see the Philatelist 1973; 9(2):11). To this
list can now be added the 6q: value of the
Washington-Franklin
series. The stamp was
discovered by Richard L. Mewhinney of the
Perfins Club. It is seriously flawed and the
large thin prevents its identification as Scott
No. 336 or 379.
G.B. Weiss

Canal Zone 22G (1 C Green & Black)
INVERTED

CENTER

Unused No Gum, Ex. Fine Centering
with 1988 P.F. Cart.
Only

22 unused

copies

CAT. $2,250 -

Small

Faults,

recorded

NET $1,500

What Else Do You Need I n Rare Or Elusive
Canal Zone Or Other U.S. Possessions?
Satisfaction

or Immediate

Refund

Gladly Sent on Approval
with References
Installment

Payment

(No Interest

Terms if Desired

or Carrying

Charges)

Jack E. Molesworth. Inc.
CSA

88 Beacon Street
Boston, Mass. 02108
Phone(617)5Z3-Z5ZZ

APS

