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ANew Double Overprint
By R.H. Salz

Meeting Notices
At WESTPEX '88, a regional

meeting of the CZSG at the Cathedral
Hill Hotel, Van Ness Avenue and Geary
Boulevard, San Francisco, CA on
Saturday, April 30, 1988 at 3:00 P.M.
Details from Dick Salz, 60-27th
Avenue, San Francisco, CA 94121. This
will be the 19th annual consecutive
regional meeting to be held at
WESTPEX stamp shows!

There will also be a meeting of the
CZSG at NAPEX in the Washington,
D.C. area in late May 1988. The exact
date and time (probably Saturday at
2 P.M.) will be announced later. For
information please contact R.D.
Bates, Jr. at (202) 687-5970 (days).

Fig. 1. Scott No. 32 with double overprint.

Mail Sale No. 17
Consignments for the 17th mail sale

may be sent between June 6 and July 1,
1988, to Richard D. Bates, Jr., P.O.
Box 40583. Palisades Station, Wash­
ington, D.C. 20016. Certificates are
required on all Scott Nos. 1, 2, 3, and
15. Please ship material insured or
registered. The sale will be held in
either late September or early October.

Every so often a surprise shows up in the field of Canal Zone collecting. Maybe this is one of
the reasons for the steady and continued interest in Canal Zone stamps, not to mention the
steady growth in the CZSG membership.

While looking over a large number of Scott No. 32 (2lf Type 1) in hopes of finding a Scott
No. 47 (Type III, Mt. Hope printing) a
particulary heavy overprint caught my eye
and brought into play my 7x Bausch & Lomb
magnifyer. I was looking at a Scott No. 32
with a double overprint (Fig. I)!!!

Referring to Canal Zone literature brought
forth no mention of such a variety; so the next
step was to send the stamp to the American
Philatelic Expertization Service. In due
course, the "find" was returned with a
"genuine in all respects" certificate, number
60128. Of course, the APES certificate is only
an opinion and for further proof, I would like
to learn that another example has been found.
Please examine your Scott No. 32's and report
any findings.

How did this error occur? As the second
impression is as strong as the first, it seems
likely that the sheet (pane) went through the
press twice. Or maybe only part of the sheet
received the double overprint. A comparison
to Scott No. 46b, with the close together
double overprint (Canal Zone Stamps, pg. 95,
Fig. 7.34) is a good example of how one could
easily miss the double overprint, for to the
naked eye (especially myoid one(s) the
overprint appears merely to be heavily inked.

And so concludes the exciting "find" of
1987. Though I've been collecting Canal Zone
for over 30 years, the surprises never stop
- even though the wait between discoveries
does seem to grow longer.

As for the Scott No. 47's, guess what?
None!

President's Report
Richard D. Bates, Jr.

P.O. Box 40583
Palisades Station

Washington, D.C. 20016

One of the activities that has been the
hallmark of the Study Group each year is the
mail sale. The Sale is run by volunteers:
unpaid and not professional philatelists. As
such, anything that bidders and vendors can
do to facilitate a smooth-running sale is very
much appreciated. My purpose in this report
is to summarize a few things that prospective
vendors can do to ease the burden of the
person putting the sale together. And, since
for this year I am it, I definitely have a vested
interest in spreading the word. As any
member is entitled to submit material for the
sale, this report is addressed to all the
members. I have broken it into three sections:
How to Submit Material, What Material to
Submit, and When to Submit Material.

You should include an inventory with the
material you submit. This makes checking in
the material upon arrival much easier.
Packages with an inventory are more likely
to be processed early and are less likely to
have material returned to the owners.

It helps to include some description of each
potential lot. That way we know what you
think you are sending, an especially impor­
tant feature if the material is unusual. You
might even include an estimate of the value if
it is not listed in catalogs.

It is especially important to indicate any
flaws in the material you submit. It helps no
one to omit such a description. The person
running the sale cannot catch everything,
and your eyes play tricks on you at 1 AM
after a full day in the office. The item
invariably is returned by the prospective
buyer. which raises the costs of running the
sale through lost commissions and repeat
mailings and leads to disappointed buyers,
sellers, and sale organizers. The description,
however, need not include grading. All
material, at least of a similar nature, must be
graded in a consistent manner by one person.
Thus descriptions including grading are
happily received with the understanding that
they may have to be changed in the catalog.

(Continued on page 8)
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