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By Gilbert N. Plass

the publication fund, and we hope to produce
many more "extras" for our membership.
Incidentally, a publication committee has
been formed consisting of George Campbell,
Lawson Entwistle, and yours truly.

That is "thirty" for now, and it has been my
pleasure to serve you these many years. Once
again Holiday greetings and a good 1988.

President's Report
Richard H. Salz
60-27th Avenue,

San Francisco, CA 94121
Another term of office is winding down,

and thanks to all for your contributions and
support to Canal Zone philately through your
membership in the CZSG. Some have given
more concrete evidence and interest in
running the show, but it is the sum of the
whole which determines the strength and
validity of this study group.

The membership has given me the oppor­
tunity to be of service for many periods: V.p.
1970-71; president 1972-1977; V.p. 1978-81;
president 1982-87. That adds up to seventeen
years but I am eclipsed by Gilbert Plass who

-has-bee n-our-ecl-i-to"l"--f()t'-t-wen-ty-yea-rs!-He-is­
retiring after this 4th quarter issue. Gary B.
Weiss has volunteered to be your next editor
and will be appointed to that office by your
next president. Gil has done ajob of editorship
of which he should be proud, and it is hope­
fully assumed that he will continue to write
his various columns for the CZP. He has the
well-deserved thanks of all the CZSG
members.

As for my sticking around - I am running
for vice-president in the hopes of being of
some help to our presidential candidate, Dick
Bates. We do not have much of a change in
officers and directors at these biennial
elections, but we have that core group which
is so necessary for a successful organization.
Thanks to Dick Bates for his term as V.p.; Al
Bew and John Smith for their work as secre­
taries; Dick Larkin for keeping the books;
and our three directors: George Campbell,
Lawson Entwistle, and Ray Erickson. Also
best thanks to Business Manager Lawson
Entwistle, Advertising Manager Bill Moore,
and Al Bew who processes the orders received
by his Publications Office.

Just a word about our mail sales. When

George Stilwell first suggested this venture,
I was not in favor and thus sat on the sidelines
to see what would happen. Well, well, and
well, to put it mildly. The very first sale was a
success, and over the years the results have
really proven George was right! Needless to
say, and I've said it before, without the mail
sales there would not have been the out­
pouring of free publications to our members.
We are slowly rebuilding our treasury and

was insufficient material, I at.tempted to add
worthwhile articles of my own. As the CZSG
has grown in size, members have fortunately
submitted more articles, so that there are
usually more than enough to fill an issue. In
1968 there were only 165 members paying
dues of $2 per year; now there are over 900
members and dues are a very reasonable $8
per year.

It has been most worthwhile to receive
hundreds of letters from our members, often
with exciting discoveries. I have tried to

The Canal Zone Study Group was originally answer them all, but if I missed one once in
formed in 1952. A mimeographed journal awhile, it was because of the pressures of
was issued with Ed Conger as Editor, but getting the journal out on time.
only five issues appeared. Without a journal The CZSG has had a great set of officers
to communicate information and ideas to its during these twenty years including our
members, the Society became inactive. three Presidents: George Brett, 1968-1971

- -Accurdirrg-tvJinrfreVvss-i-rr-t..-prit-196'i'--(four Jean;): George Sti1welt;-19/8~t981-efour -
"several Canal Zone enthusiasts held an years); and Richard Salz, 1972-1977 and
informal Sunday breakfast meeting at 1982-1987 (twelve years). They have done
SOJEX in Atlantic City ... It was unani- many important things for our Society, but
mously agreed that interest in Canal Zone special mention must go to the yearly mail
philately demanded the reorganization of the sales and to the specialist meetings held at
Canal Zone Study Group." Jim De Voss, important philatelic exhibitions. More Canal
Alfred Bew, and Ed Conger offered to be Zone material is now sold in our mail sales in
president, secretary, and treasurer res pec- most years than in any other mail or auction
tively until new officers could be duly elected. sale. These offer an important service to our

However, before the Society could start members for the buying and selling of their
again, someone had to be found for the stamps. They also give the CZSG an extra
position of Editor. In the summer of 1967 Jim source of income which has been used in the
De Voss stopped off in Dallas to visit me, as I past to pay for the extra books and pamphlets
had recently purchased his famous Canal sent to our members. Special thanks should
Zone collection to add to my own. We had a also go to those who have worked long hours
wonderful time discussing all aspects of at the vital positions of Secretary and
Canal Zone philately and he looked at his Treasurer of the CZSG: Alfred Bew, William
"treasures" once again. At the end of this Kuttner, John Smith, and Richard Larkin.
meeting I offered to assume the position of After twenty years as Editor of The Canal
Editor. This was approved at a meeting of 14 Zone Philatelist, I have decided to retire. It is
CZSG members in Newark, N.J. in time to have new thoughts and ideas come
September 1967. from someone else. During the past twenty

The first quarterly issue of the new Canal years a total of eighty quarterly issues have
Zone Philatelist appeared at the beginning of been published with a total of 646 pages. I
1968, more than 13 years after the previous would like especially to thank all those who
journal had stopped publication. Since then have contributed articles to our journal and
almost every issue has been sent to our those who have entered into correspondence
members before the end of the quarter listed about various aspects of Canal Zone philately.
on the journal cover. For some years it was N ow a warm welcome for our new Editor"
difficult to obtain sufficient material to fill an Gary Weiss, who will take charge beginning
issue. Sometimes people would ask me why with the first quarter 1988 issue. I know that
there were so many of my own articles in the he is very qualified to take this post and.look
early days. My answer was that I tried to forward to his tenure. Subject to his approval
obtain material from others and always gave and the wishes of our readers, I will continue
it priority over my own. However, when it to write articles including the "Auctions"
was time for the journal to come out and there report and the review ofthe Scott catalogues.
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