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Another term of office is winding down,
and thanks to all for your contributions and
support to Canal Zone philately through your
membership in the CZSG. Some have given
more concrete evidence and interest
in
running the show, but it is the sum of the
whole which determines the strength and
validity of this study group.
The membership has given me the opportunity to be of service for many periods: V.p.
1970-71; president 1972-1977; V.p. 1978-81;
president 1982-87. That adds up to seventeen
years but I am eclipsed by Gilbert Plass who
-has-bee n-our-ecl-i-to"l"--f()t'-t-we
n-ty-yea-rs!- H e-isretiring after this 4th quarter issue. Gary B.
Weiss has volunteered to be your next editor
and will be appointed to that office by your
next president. Gil has done ajob of editorship
of which he should be proud, and it is hopefully assumed that he will continue to write
his various columns for the CZP. He has the
well-deserved
thanks
of all the CZSG
members.
As for my sticking around - I am running
for vice-president
in the hopes of being of
some help to our presidential candidate, Dick
Bates. We do not have much of a change in
officers and directors
at these biennial
elections, but we have that core group which
is so necessary for a successful organization.
Thanks to Dick Bates for his term as V.p.; Al
Bew and John Smith for their work as secretaries; Dick Larkin for keeping the books;
and our three directors: George Campbell,
Lawson Entwistle, and Ray Erickson. Also
best thanks to Business Manager Lawson
Entwistle, Advertising Manager Bill Moore,
and Al Bew who processes the orders received
by his Publications Office.
Just a word about our mail sales. When
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the publication fund, and we hope to produce
many more "extras" for our membership.
Incidentally,
a publication committee has
been formed consisting of George Campbell,
Lawson Entwistle, and yours truly.
That is "thirty" for now, and it has been my
pleasure to serve you these many years. Once
again Holiday greetings and a good 1988.

From the Editor
By Gilbert N. Plass
The Canal Zone Study Group was originally
formed in 1952. A mimeographed
journal
was issued with Ed Conger as Editor, but
only five issues appeared. Without a journal
to communicate information and ideas to its
members, the Society became inactive.

- -Accurdirrg-tvJinrfreVvss-i-rr-t..-prit-196'i'--(four
"several Canal Zone enthusiasts
held an
informal
Sunday breakfast
meeting
at
SOJEX in Atlantic City ... It was unanimously agreed that interest in Canal Zone
philately demanded the reorganization of the
Canal Zone Study Group." Jim De Voss,
Alfred Bew, and Ed Conger offered to be
president, secretary, and treasurer res pectively until new officers could be duly elected.
However, before the Society could start
again, someone had to be found for the
position of Editor. In the summer of 1967 Jim
De Voss stopped off in Dallas to visit me, as I
had recently purchased his famous Canal
Zone collection to add to my own. We had a
wonderful time discussing all aspects of
Canal Zone philately and he looked at his
"treasures"
once again. At the end of this
meeting I offered to assume the position of
Editor. This was approved at a meeting of 14
CZSG members
in Newark,
N.J. in
September 1967.
The first quarterly issue of the new Canal
Zone Philatelist appeared at the beginning of
1968, more than 13 years after the previous
journal had stopped publication. Since then

Whole No. 85
was insufficient material, I at.tempted to add
worthwhile articles of my own. As the CZSG
has grown in size, members have fortunately
submitted more articles, so that there are
usually more than enough to fill an issue. In
1968 there were only 165 members paying
dues of $2 per year; now there are over 900
members and dues are a very reasonable $8
per year.
It has been most worthwhile to receive
hundreds of letters from our members, often
with exciting discoveries. I have tried to
answer them all, but if I missed one once in
awhile, it was because of the pressures of
getting the journal out on time.
The CZSG has had a great set of officers
during these twenty years including our
three Presidents: George Brett, 1968-1971

Jean;): George Sti1welt;-19/8~t981-efour years); and Richard Salz, 1972-1977 and
1982-1987 (twelve years). They have done
many important things for our Society, but
special mention must go to the yearly mail
sales and to the specialist meetings held at
important philatelic exhibitions. More Canal
Zone material is now sold in our mail sales in
most years than in any other mail or auction
sale. These offer an important service to our
members for the buying and selling of their
stamps. They also give the CZSG an extra
source of income which has been used in the
past to pay for the extra books and pamphlets
sent to our members. Special thanks should
also go to those who have worked long hours
at the vital positions of Secretary
and
Treasurer of the CZSG: Alfred Bew, William
Kuttner, John Smith, and Richard Larkin.
After twenty years as Editor of The Canal
Zone Philatelist, I have decided to retire. It is
time to have new thoughts and ideas come
from someone else. During the past twenty
years a total of eighty quarterly issues have
been published with a total of 646 pages. I
would like especially to thank all those who
have contributed articles to our journal and

George Stilwell first suggested this venture,

almost every issue has been sent to our

those who have entered into correspondence

I was not in favor and thus sat on the sidelines
to see what would happen. Well, well, and
well, to put it mildly. The very first sale was a
success, and over the years the results have
really proven George was right! Needless to
say, and I've said it before, without the mail
sales there would not have been the outpouring of free publications to our members.
We are slowly rebuilding our treasury and

members before the end of the quarter listed
on the journal cover. For some years it was
difficult to obtain sufficient material to fill an
issue. Sometimes people would ask me why
there were so many of my own articles in the
early days. My answer was that I tried to
obtain material from others and always gave
it priority over my own. However, when it
was time for the journal to come out and there

about various aspects of Canal Zone philately.
N ow a warm welcome for our new Editor"
Gary Weiss, who will take charge beginning
with the first quarter 1988 issue. I know that
he is very qualified to take this post and.look
forward to his tenure. Subject to his approval
and the wishes of our readers, I will continue
to write articles including the "Auctions"
report and the review ofthe Scott catalogues.
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Auctions
By Gilbert N. Plass
Very few Canal Zone stamps were sold at
auction during the past quarter. The prices
realized listed here are without the 10%
commission. The catalogue price as given in
the auction catalogue follows in parenthesis.
All stamps are unused in very fine condition
unless mentioned otherwise.
Scott No.7, l.h., $170 ($150) Ivy
13var, CZSG No. 13.8. inv. M in PANAMA
in pro with normal. $95 ($118) Kelleher
48 var., perf. P, used, corner bend, $320,
USPPS
84b, ZONE CANAL, $220 ($300) Ivy
91c, ZONE CANAL, $150 ($200) Siegel
C15var., perf. p, used, two wrinkles, $62.50
U5, used, bend at left, flat tear, $95 ($125)
USPPS

U16, $6 ($6) UPSS
U17, $1.75 ($2) UPSS
U18, $1.75 ($2) UPSS
UC5, $7 ($9) UPSS
UX2, used, $120 ($125) USPPS
UX4, faint toning, $100 ($150) USPPS
UX4, used, $77.50 ($90) UPSS
UX9, $7.50 ($10) UPSS
Addresses of the above auctioneers: Steve
I vy Philatelic Auctions, Inc., 2121 No. Akard,
Dallas, TX 75201; Daniel Kelleher Co., Inc.,
40 Broad St., Suite 830, Boston, MA 02109;
Robert A. Siegel Auction Galleries, Inc., 160
E. 56th St., New York, NY 10022; United
Postal Stationery Society (UPSS), Box 48,
Redlands, CA 92373; United States Possessions Philatelic Society (USPPS), William
Zuehike, Sec., 8100 Willow Stream Dr.,
Sandy, UT 84092. Please mention "The Canal
Zone Philatelist" when writing.

1987 CZSG Mail Sale
By Gilbert N. Plass
Many thanks to the hard working Mail
Sale committee, this year under Richard
Salz, for the largest sale yet with a great
many rare Canal Zone stamps. Richard Salz
will present a report on the sale with final
totals at a later date. However, I wanted to
present some of the prices realized in this
issue as they can only be described
as
sensational. There is no question but that a
very strong market exists for better Canal
Zone material and much of it sells for prices
that range from slightly below to over
catalogue. This is confirmed by the prices
realized as listed below. I can only present a
small sample from the over 950 lots in the
sale.
In the following list all stamps are unused
and without serious defects unless mentioned
otherwise.
The mail sale price is given,
followed by the catalogue price in parenthesis. These are all actual sales made at the
standard advance over the second high bid.
Scott No.
1, f+-vf, dist. og, $420 ($400).
3, short perfs, $320 ($325).
3v, CZSG No. 3.2, left PANAMA 2jimm
below bar, f-vf, $400 ($500).
10v, CZSG No. 10.3a, pair with split ovp.
reading AN AL, $240.
11a, antique ZONE in bl. of 4, $135 ($118).
11b, bar at bottom, $300 ($300).
13c, PANAMA double in pro with normal.
$480 ($568).
14b, CANAL ZONE inverted, $300 ($300).
14v, CZSG No. 14.6, right PANAMA 5 mm
below bar, $100 ($110).
15, two nibbed perfs, $1850 ($2250).
19b, antique ZONE, $145 ($150).
20c, "8 cts" ornitted.$480 ($600).
22e, CANAL ZONE double, stains on back,
$190 ($225).
24c, CANAL ZONE double, $320 ($350).
26v, CZSG No. 26.1, imperf. bottom margin,
$200 ($175).
31c, handmade booklet pane, $420 ($550).
32a, vert. pr., imperf. horiz., part of bottom
st. cut off, $440 ($500).
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32c, handmade booklet pane, f, $525 ($700).
33a, double ovp., $220 ($250).
3ge, inv. center, $625 ($650).
46a, ovp. reads down, $320 ($300).
52a, ovp. reads down, $105 ($110),
53a, ovp. reads down, $115 ($120).
54, $185 ($225).
56g, booklet pane, ng, f, $525 ($850).
61a, ovp. reads down, $175 ($135).
62a, ovp. reads down, $62 ($60).
65, hinge mark, $52 ($65).
65, used bl. of 4, $175 ($150).
67, used, f-vf, $185 ($200).
69v, CZSG Nos. 69.A to 69.G, unissued Arms
set of 7 stamps (only 16 complete sets of
this issue are in my long term photographic records) $1200 ($1400).
71b, ZONE inv., $320 ($300).
86g, vert. pr., one without Ovp., (10 known)
$1650 $1750).
91a + 91c in pr., ZONE only; ZONE CANAL
(20 known) $1100 ($1100)
97v. CZSG No. 92.2.11 mm spacing in center
of bl. of 9, $420.
115c, handmade booklet pane, f, $160 ($225).
120-135, nh, $105($109~
C2,used, $85($80).
C9v, Pl'. with handstamped
SPECIAL
DELIVERY, $130.
CI5-20, nh, $66 ($84).
C50a, four booklet panes with diff. tabs, $44
($20).
COl-7, C014, $90 ($114).
COIl, used, $600.
COI4a, inv. ovp., $1000 ($1100).
J2, $210 ($200) .
J3, pr" $800 ($1200).
J 4-6, $160 ($170).
J11, $44 ($35).
J13, $78 ($70),
J17 + J17b in pr., POSTAG DUE, $440($450).
J20, dull og, $130 ($130).
08, used, f-vf, $460 ($650).
UC2. UPSS No. A4 (in my opinion this env. is
much scarcer than indicated by cat. price),
$340 ($160).
UC5a, dbl. sur., $1300 ($600).
UF1a, (R3), used, $900 ($1000).
UFla (R4), unused, $1100 ($1250).
UXl, $32 ($35).
UX4, $125 ($150).
UX4, used, XMAS Greetings, $380.
UX5, light trop. staining, scarcest CZ postal
card, $800 ($1100).
UX6, hinge marks on front and back, $600
($1000).
UX8, $70 ($85).
1918 Ocean to Ocean Aero Mail, Fourth
Liberty Loan, $135.
1919, Ocean to Ocean Victory Loan Submarine mail, $80.

CZP Index Delayed
The CZP Index, which is usually included
with the 4th quarter CZP every third year,
has been delayed. It is planned to distribute
the index with the first quarter 1988 CZP.
This is a plan only, not a promise!
R.H. Salz
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this way. In addition, many such envelopes
were used for private mail with the proper
franking added.
The envelopes were usually simple in form
with a corner card of the particular departmentor service and "Official Business"in the
upper left-hand corner and the penalty
statement in the upper right-hand corner. A
few of the early ones were handstamped, but
most all are printed. The penalty clause is a
simple statement, "Penalty for private use to
avoid/payment
of postage,
$300.", or
"Penalty/for
private
use/$300".
Other
formats may exist.
Mr. Gustav Lund, an authority on ship
markings, recently sent me a photocopy of an
envelope used by the Marine Bureau (Fig. 1).
The envelope is probably about 10)1;; by 14
inches and has been reduced for the illustration. This type of envelope was to be used
_ and was used by M.V. Atkoll Forest - to
send mail ashore by the pilot for mailing.
The envelope is different and interesting
because it has printed on it:
(1) A notice to the Ship's Master detailing
how it is to be used,
(2) A place for the pilot's name, who was to
deliver it to the Postmaster at Balboa or
Cristobal, and
(3) A tabulation of Canal Zone postal rates,
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"The new service, it was announced will be
L.P. Entwistle
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Dornier hydroplane capable of carrying ten
passengers and one ton of mail. This plane is
By Gilbert N. Plass
equipped with two 600-horsepower motors
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A newspaper article on Oct. 19, 1927 had
headlines "Air mail line between Isthmus &
Colombia is probable by January 1". The
article states that: "An air mail and passenger
service between Cristobal and Barranquilla,
Colombia, will be inaugurated on January 1,
1928, or perhaps, earlier, it was announced
yesterday.
"Dr. Peter Paul von Bauer, general
m::.nager ofthe Scadta air lines and Austrian
Consul to Colombia, spent a few hours in
Colon yesterday, arriving aboard the United
Fruit steamer Sixaola en route to New York,
and during his brief stay on the Atlantic side
of the Isthmus, Dr. von Bauer gave out the
foregoing information
through Adalbert
Fastlich, Austrian Consul of Panama and
member of the firm of Boyd Bros. of this city.
"It was announced that on September 5 of
this year a new aviation company 'Compania
Aeronautica de Colombia', was organized in
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and will also carry wireless receiving and
sending equipment.
"The chief of the personnel of the new
concern, who will also pilot the plane on its
first trip to Cristobal when the service is
inaugurated, will be Emmanuel Lerch, who
during the war attained fame as the. most
successful Austrian naval flier. Mr. Lerch
has also had two years of flying experience in
Colombia with the Scadta company.
"The service will be started before January
1, if the concession, which Dr. Bauer is on his
way to subscribe in Washington, is signed
early enough, it was declared, All negotiations are said to have been virtually concluded
and Dr. Bauer is on his way to the United
States to finally close the matter and open the
way for starting operations.
"The passenger rate for transportation
on
this air line from Cristobal to Barranquilla
will be $100 and for the mail service the same
stamp that has been used heretofore in the
Colombia Scadtaservices will be employed in

the Cristobal-Barranquilla
line. The postage
rates will be 30 cen ts per each 20 grammes of
mail matter for letters sent to the interior of
Colombia and 20 cents for equal weight of
letters to the Atlantic coast towns of that
country. These low rates, it was stated, were
decided upon especially for the purpose of
encouraging
correspondence
between the
numerous Colombians living in Panama and
the homeland.
"With the inauguration of this new air mail
service it was indicated, a letter sent from
New York to Bogota will take an average of9
days and only 7 days under favorable conditions, this representing a saving of at least 2
or 3 days over the present
means of
transportation.
"Cristobal will be the receiving point for all
mail from the United States and Europe to be
carried to Colombia over this line.
"It is planned to have one plane make the
trip every week at the beginning, the service
being increased as the growth of traffic
justifies.
The company will have twelve
planes at its disposal at all times and would
be in a position to cope with any normal
increase in traffic.
"The Scadta company has concluded an
agreement with Colombian customs officials
whereby packages sent over this air mail line
will not be opened at Barranquilla
for the
usual customs inspection, being opened only
at the post-office of destination,
so as to
prevent all possible delays in the service.
"Dr. Alberto Osorio, owner of the Barranquilla breweries and the wealthiest capitalist
of this Colombian
Atlantic
port, is the
President of the new 'Compania Aeronautica
de Colombia.' The latter, it was announced,
does not intend to have a repair plant at
Cristobal, but will rely entirely on local
industries to supply its needs.
"The Compania AeronauticaColombiana,
besides its Colombian capital. has the support
of many powerful local and foreign concerns
and representatives
of American industries
and commerce with interests in Colombia,
among them firms like the Tropical Oil
Company, the South American Gulf Company, the Lamont Concrete Pile Company,
International
General Electric Company,
Baldwin Locomotive Works and DuPont de
Nemours, subscribed to a petition addressed
to the government of the United States and
the republics
of Colombia and Panama
requesting that they facilitate the necessary
international
negotiations
to permit the
establishment of the Cristobal-Barranquilla
air service."
On Nov. 15, 1927, C.H. Calhoun, Director of
Posts issued Circular No. 144 about air mail
letters:
"To all Postmasters:
Treatment
to be
accorded air-mail letters.
"1. An investigation by this office discloses
that some post offices are not complying with
the instructions regarding the treatment of
letters mailed locally and intended for conveyance by air mail. Such letters have been
received at Cristobal without the requirement
endorsement
or merely with an obscure
pencil or ink endorsement on the lower lefthand corner of the envelope. Occasionally air-

mail letters are found tied inside of the
packages and the following summary of the
regulations covering the treatment of airmail letters is quoted for the information and
guidance of all postal employees concerned:
"U.S. Air Mail.
"(a) Rates: Ten cents for each one-half ounce
or fraction of an ounce.
"(b) Endorsement: All mail shall be plainly
marked immediately below the stamp and
above the address "Via Air Mail" or "Via
Night Air Mail", as the case may be. Rubber
stamps reading"Via Air Mail" were supplied
to all post offices about two years ago and
should be used to endorse all letters not
properly stamped or endorsed.
"(c) Dispatch: All air-mail letters shall be
tied out on top of letter packages labeled for
the proper case number at Cristobal Dis.
"Colombian Air Mail.
"(a) Rates: All articles to be prepaid with
Canal Zone postage at prevailing rates and in
addition shall have affixed on the address
side the special green sticker and the required
amount of private air-mail postage stamps
supplied by the "SCADTA" air-mail contracting firm.
"(b) Dispatch: All articles intended for
conveyance by Colombian Air Mail shall be
dispatched to Cristobal irrespective of the
local dispatching scheme for ordinary mail.
Such letters shall be tied out on top of
packages to Cristobal Dis., under the proper
case number.
"2. The foregoing
regulations
shall be
brought to the attention of all employees both gold and silver - assigned to the
segregation,
cancellation,
or dispatch of
outgoing mails. The Postmaster at Cristobal
(or Balboa) shall report all irregularities
to
this office by special endorsement on the
facing slips corresponding to the packages in
which the letters were contained."
On March 18, 1929 a radiogram was sent
from the Secretary of War in Washington,
D.C. and delivered to the Governor of the
Canal Zone as follows: "Permission has been
granted through the State Department to the
Colombian Government
for the Sociedad
Colombo Aleman de Tranportes Aereos to
make a trial flight from the coast of Colombia
to Cristobal and return; with mail but without
passengers, in order to familiarize the crew
with the topography of the coast and with the
regulations in force in the Canal Zone; such
flight to be in accordance with the tentative
regulations
recently
promulgated.
The
Colombian Government has been requested
to see that you are advised by cable of the
approximate
date and hour in which they
plan to arrive in the Canal Zone."
On April 1, 1929 a reply to the above was
sent by radio to the Washington
office:
"Reference is made to your radiogram No. 69
of 18th ultimo concerning permission of State
Department for the SCADTA to make a trial
flight from Colombia to Cristobal and return
with mail but without passengers. First plane
arrived on 27th and returned on 30th without
mail or passengers. Local agent SCADTA
now states that another plane will arrive on
third and depart on fifth or sixth carrying
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mail from Colombia to Cristobal, and agent
requests permission to carry mail from Canal
Zone to Colombia. Agent desires to carry
mail matter with private SCADTA stamps in
addition to regular Canal Zone postage.
Granting the desired permission will in effect
confer private mail transportation
privilege
in the Canal Zone to SCADTA which is
considered highly inadvisable and which in
the States is prohibited by Postal Laws.
Believed preferable to enter contract locally
with SCADTA if permissible to carry Canal
Zone mail with Canal Zone stamps only at
rates to be agreed upon by Governor and
SCADTA. If additional SCADTA flights have
been authorized submit question to Secretary
of War and also to State Department
if
necessary for decision. (signed) Burgess"
On April 3, 1929 an article appeared in the
local newspaper "The Panama American",
with the headlines "Zone-Colombia Air Mail
lines complicated / Scadta seeks right to take
mail from ships here / Would save time /
Postoffice officials frankly in dark". The
article states: "Air mail service to Colombia
by Scadta and Pan-American
Airways is
complicated
by misunderstandings,
W.Y.
Boyd of Boyd Brothers,
local agent for
the Scadta Company, told the American
yesterday.
"One phase of the situation concerns the
right of the Scadta fleet to carry mail from
the Canal Zone to Colombia. The company
has already been granted permission to make
trial flights to the Zone and to carry mail
here, it was explained, but its authority to
take mail matter on the return trip is in
doubt.
"Mail matter intended for distribution in
Colombia by Scadta is arriving at Cristobal
today aboard the steamer Sixaola. Such
dispatches have in the past been shipped to
Cartagena
from which port the Scadta
organization accepted shipment.
"As Scadta planes are now allowed to enter
the Canal Zone, the company now wishes to
take its mail from the steamer at Cristobal,
thus saving about two days' time. However, it
is not known whether this privilege is to be
granted as Canal Zone postoffice officials are
frankly at a loss as to procedure and Washington has not yet clarified the situation.
"A Pan-American Airways plane will leave
tomorrow
for the west coast of South
America, inaugurating
its new service. A
Scadta plane will leave the same day.
"In connection with this, Mr. Boyd pointed
to another neat problem.
'''Although the Pan-American Airways is
advertising service to Colombia,' he said, 'the
company has authority
to carry mail to
Buenaventura
only. Mail dispatched
to
Bogota, for instance,
would have to be
returned
by steamer up the west coast,
through the Canal and down the east coast.
and thence to Bogota through
regular
channels.'
"The Scadta Company cannot be expected
to pick up air mail at Buenaventure
for
delivery to other cities unless Scadta stamps
are affixed. it was explained."
(Continued

on page 31)
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Mail Into The Canal Zone
By Lawson Entwistle
(Continued from CZP 1987; 23 (3): 17)
A registered letter mailed from Boavista,
Portugal to Tabernilla was posted on August
10, 1908, and passed through the Porto post
office the same day. It is colorfully franked
with the lOr, 20r, and two copies of the 50r of
the King Carlos design of the 1895-1905 issue.
Boavista was a small village in northern
Portugal as it used a registry label that was
filled in by hand.
The letter went through the London post
office and this marking is poorly impressed
and under two of the New York Foreign and
Registry receiving marks. The New York
arrival was August 21st, and an Exchange
label was also placed on the front.
There is no marking
of the Cristobal
receipt, but it does have a nice/clear Tabernilla Registered, dated August 29th. This
marking is one of the scarcer ones from the
Canal Zone.
A registered letter from Villanueva de la
Reina, Jaen, Spain, is addressed to a Spanish
laborer, also identified by tag number, and
enclosed a photograph. The mailing date was
March 15,1909; the letter passed through the

cover.

and back of Spain cover.

Madrid post office the following day.
In the upper left part of the front of the
envelope is a small poorly struck divided-box
handstamp. The upper two-thirds has a letter
R and the lower one-third reads ESPAGNE
(French for Spain). Thus the letter went to
France and possibly was carried across the
Atlantic
Ocean by the well-known
St.
N azaire-Colon line.
The first backstamp is Panama, April 6th;
the letter was delivered to the Ancon P.O. on
the same day. It arrived in Las Cascadas in
April 7, 1909.
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Canal Zone Life Today
An interesting article on life today in the
Canal Zone appeared in Time, July 20,1987.
Former President
Jimmy Carter signed
treaties with Panama in 1977 that provide for
the canal to be handed over in 1999. The
article states that in 1979 when the treaties
went into effect. there were 2,455 Americans
on the payroll which has already been cut
sharply. Now there are fewer than 1,200 U.S.
citizens employed by the commission. This
year, and every year until the handover,
about 100 more will leave. Thus by the year
2000 only a tiny handful will remain.
Until 1979 employees were offered cradleto-grave security. The government ran the
hospitals where the people were born. the
mortuaries where they were taken when they
died, and everything in between. Many fear
that Panama will not properly maintain the
canal, but the article quotes Fred Cotton in
his farewell party stating that "Looking back,
it has all worked better than any of us
thought at the time".

Secretary's

It will be ten more years before another
international is held in the United States. As
most anyone knows who reads the philatelic
press, the PACIFIC '97 will be in California,
and most likely in San Francisco. So start
thinking about attending - the show will be
upon us sooner than you think.

Report

John C. Smith
408 Redwood Lane
Shaumburg, IL 60193
My first year as Secretary has come to an
end. It has been both interesting and enjoyable corresponding with many members, and
I hope to continue.
Now for the important membership information. As of September 1, 1987, the Canal
Zone Study Group membership stands at 912
paid members. It is sad to note that 29
members
have been removed from the
records for non-payment of dues.
By now you should have received the 1988
renewal notice and ballot. Hopefully, in 1988
I will not have to send out over 90 reminder
notices as in 1987, but they did result in a66%
reinstatement.
The number to the right of your name on
the address label is your CZSG number.
Would you please help by including that
number on your check or on the dues envelope,
as the CZSG number is the KEY to calling up
your record in the computer. Thank you very
much for this assist.
Have a joyous holiday season and a great
New Year!

R.H. Salz

CZSG Meeting
at CAPEX '87

CAPEX '87
CAPEX '87 the International
Exhibition
held in Toronto, Canada, from June 13-21,
1987, is just a memory - but a very nice one.
It was my good fortune to be in attendance for
four days during which time many exhibits
were examined and much time spent with the
dealers. The awards won by our members for
Canal Zone exhibits are listed elsewhere in
this CZP in the "Winner's" column.
CAPE X was a smaller show than AMERIPEX, but it was still a blockbuster. There
were over a. hundred dealers. The exhibits
were mounted in over 3,000 frames and there
were 237 literature entries. Unfortunately,
the literature section was in a room that was a
floor below the main exhibit area, and the
entries were not displayed for viewing - one
could ask for a particular entry and it would
be retrieved from its storage box. As far as
extra activities were concerned they were
negligeable; the program for the show listed
no tours or excursions which would have been
of great interest as there is much to see and do
in Toronto.
The exhibition hall was excellent with good
lighting so necessary for a philatelic show.
The food facilities were more than adequate
with excellent seating and tables.
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On the first Sunday at CAPE X '87 the
CZSG held an enjoyable one-and-a-half hour
meeting. There were 14 members present
plus two visitors. It was an informal affair
and anyone who wished to speak had the
opportunity. Ray Ireson gave an interesting
account of how he put together his exhibit (a
topical reported in the Winner's column) and
we also had reports from David Leeds and
Richard Larkin. I put in a few words and
visitor Barbara Mueller got all excited when
she read Maggie Salz's poem in the 2nd
quarter CZP which was passed around. In
fact, she asked if she could read it at the next
Writer's Breakfast and if she could have
permission to publish it in their publication.
The O.K. was gladly given by the resident
CZSG poetess.
There were not many specialty group
meetings at CAPEX compared to AMERIPEX. I consider this was due to the original
publicity release covering group meetings
which asked for a $25.00 (Canadian) charge
per hour for the use of a room. Your study
group signed up for a two-hour slot and later
the philatelic press informed us that the first
two hours would be free and the charge
would apply if you wanted additional hours.
A letter to the exhibition manager brought a
fast response and a refund check for the full
amount. I believe that the small number of
requests for meeting rooms was a direct
result of this poorly thought-out charge, and
the fact that the charge was rescinded at too
late date, which did not give specialty groups
enough time to plan meetings.
R.H. Salz

Winners
At the International
Exhibition, CAPE X
'87, held at Toronto, Canada from June 13-21,
1987: RAYMOND IRESON received a Large
Silver for his topical exhibit "The Panama
Canal Story;" VASCO NUNEZ de BALBOA
(possibly a pseudonym??) won a Vermeil for
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his exhibit "Panama
Overprinted
'Canal
Zone' 1904-1924;" RICHARD F. LARKIN
captured a Vermeil for his entry "Booklet
Panes and Covers: United States and Possessions 1900-1950;" and GILBERT N. PLASS,
GEOFFREY
BREWSTER,
& RICHARD
H. SALZ garnered a Large Vermeil for their
literature entry Canal Zone Stamps.
At the biennial meeting of the Vermont
Philatelic Society, VERPLEX '87, held on
June 27, 1987, at Battleboro,
Vermont,
GEORGE GOLDFRANK
won the "Best
Single Frame" award for his exhibit "Canal
Zone - the Seventh Series - 1909-1921."
Congratulations to all the winners.
R.H. Salz

Form for References
The American Philatelic Research Library
of the American Philatelic Society is asking
philatelic journals to use a standard format
for citations in references. They state that a
standard form has evolved among libraries,
especially since the advent of cataloguing
with computers. They are requiring references to have this form in the APRL and
APS journals and hope that other philatelic
journals will adopt this form. For journals
such as ours the form is to have first the year
date followed by a semicolon,
then the
"volume number" and the issue number in
parenthesis followed by a colon, and then the
page number. For example, this note would
be cited as: The CanaL Zone. Philatelist
1987; 23 (4): 18. They stated that philately is
the only field where whole numbers have
been used routinely in reference citations and
that if possible we should change to the
"volume number" system. In the "whole
number" system the above reference would
be 1987; 84: 18. Never use both "volume
number" and "whole number" together.

SCADTA(Continued/rom

page 28)

On Apr. 5, 1929 a radiogram from Washington to the Canal Zone stated: "Following is
,quoted from letter from Secretary of Stat" to
Secretary of War dated third instant which is
b"ing forwarded to you today: '''Permission
is granted to the Sociedad
Colombo Alemana de Transportes Aereos, of
Barranquilla,
Colombia, to establish and
operate a regular air service, for mail and
passengers, from Colombia to the Panama
Canal Zone, including the right to land on
water or on land, in Cristobal, Canal Zone,
and/or Balboa.'''
F.H. Wang, Acting Director of Posts for
the Canal Zone, realized that this permission
raised many questions and on the same day,
Apr. 5, 1929, wrote a long letter to the
Executive Secretary as follows:
"1. Reference is made to the correspondence concerning the flights between the
Canal Zone and Colombia by Scadta airplanes
and to the attached
memorandum
from
Colonel Schley in which he states that the
Governor directs that the matter of the

discharge of mail matter on these planes be
gone into thoroughly and recommendation
made for future policy.
"2. While the Scadta Company has made
no formal application to the Panama Canal
for the privilege of carrying Canal Zone or
other mails within the Canal Zone, it is
assumed from statements
made by Boyd
Brothers that they desire to handle mail in
the Canal Zone under substantially
the
following conditions:
"(a) That they be given the right to accept
any sacks of mail which may be addressed to
the Canal Zone for dispatch from Cristobal
by Scadta planes now operating from Cristobal to Colombia.
"(b) That all mail matter originating in the
Canal Zone and in the Republic of Panama
which bears Scadta stamps in additior. to
regular postage stamps, destined to or via
Colombia, delivered to their planes either in
a regular dispatch to be made up by Panama
and Canal Zone post offices or, as an alternative, that all such matters be delivered
informally to the local agents of the Scadta
company for dispatch via their planes.
"3. In a conference with Mr. W.Y. Boyd in
your office it was stated to him that it
appeared improbable that the Government
would consent to grant either ofthe privileges
referred to in the preceding paragraph for
the reason that the effect would be to recognize the right of either
individuals
or
companies to engage in the transportation
of
mails in territory controlled by the United
-States-Government,
a pract-ice- which is
forbidden by the postal laws. It was stated by
Mr. Boyd, however, that after the Scadta
Company had been given permission
to
operate its airplanes regularly to the Canal
Zone, it would appear proper to consider the
adoption of an agreement for the carriage of
Canal Zone and other mail on the understanding, of course, that as concerns the
Canal Zone mail matter Canal Zone stamps
would be used exclusively.
"4. It is anticipated that the Scadta people
will make every effort to secure the privilege
of carrying mail within the Canal Zone with
only their private air-mail stamps affixed to
l"tt"rs and that should they fail to obtain this
privilege in the Canal Zone, efforts will
undoubtedly
be made to secure a similar
privilege from the Republic of Panama, in
which event they probably will request only
the privilege of carrying transit mails, i.e.,
mails originating outside the Canal Zone, for
the reason that this more limited privilege
will amply serve their purpose as it would
give them the right to accept United States
and European mails consigned to them at
Cristobal and would also give them the right
to accept mails to the RepubliC of Panama
and the countries of Central America. The
volume of mail which would originate in the
Canal Zone for delivery in Colombia would be
negligible and could well be disregarded by
the Scadta officials in making their arrangements here.
"5. Since the United States Post Office
Department has only recently entered into a
contract with the Pan-American Airways for
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air-mail service to Colombia, it is not known
what attitude it will take in the matter of the
delivery of mail originating
in the United
States with Scadta private air-mail stamps
affixed which is now being dispatched to
Cartagena, Colombia. As the matter of the
delivery of the four sacks which arrived at
Cristobal on the Sixaola on the 3rd to the
local Scadta agents at the request of the
postmaster at Cartagena has been reported
to the Second Assistant Postmaster General,
it is probable
that information
will be
received within the next few days as to
whether that Department will consent to the
delivery of its mail at Cristobal to this
company, with which apparently it has no
contract agreement. It is my opinion that
until an agreement is reached between the
United States Post Office Department
and
the Scadta Company fixing the terms upon
which such mail matter shall be carried and
responsibility
therefor, the United States
Post Office Department will not utilize this
service.
"6. On the regularly authorized air-mail
route from Cristobal to Santiago, the inauguration
of which has been indefinitely
postponed, stops will be made to Buenaventura and Tumaco on the west coast of
Colombia, so far as can be ascertained at this
time. No agreement
apparently
has been
made for the transportation
of air-mail
matter from Buenaventura
or Tumaco to
points in the interior of Colombia and it does
not seem very probable that any such agreements wil! be consumated within-the ve·r-y
near future. Therefore, there undoubtedly
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will be a considerable demand for the airmail service which will be offered by the
Scad ta Company from Cristobal to the larger
cities in the interior of Colombia. This service
naturally will be of greater value to patrons
desiring this direct air-mail service than the
more roundabout route via Buenaventura or
Tumaco and the rates for the service should,
it is believed, be correspondingly higher.
"7. It is my opinion that the Scadta
Company should not be permitted to continue
to engage in the air-mail transportation
service in the Canal Zone until a definite
agreement has been arrived at between the
Scadta Company and the Panama Canal. I
believe there can be made mention that the
Governor has the authority to determine
whether, and if so under what conditions,
mail may be carried in the Canal Zone, and
therefore as soon as it has been ascertained
that the Scadta Company has been authorized
to operate regularly between Colombia and
the Canal Zone, they should be informed that
their right to carry mail matter will be made
the subject of such a special agreement with
the Governor."
On Apr. 5, 1929 the Panama American
published the following story under the headlines "Scadta Finally Obtains Permission To
Take Mail From Steamers Here for Delivery
by Air to Colombia / Cables Work Overtime
in Tangle to Decide Whether United Fruit
Should Deliver Dispatches to German Company" followed by this dispatch:
"Working
the cables until early this
morning, the United Fruit Company received
authorization today to deliver approximately
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150 pounds of Scadta mail brought here
yesterday on the S.S. Sixaola, to Scadta's
fiscal agent on the Canal Zone, to be forwarded by airmail to Colombia and Ecuador.
"The airmail tangle developed yesterday
when the United Fruit Company refused to
deliver the consignment of mail from New
York to the Scadta plane which arrived here
at 5 p.m. with northbound mail from Guayaquil, Buenaventura,
Bogota, Barranquilla
and Cartagena. Local officials of the Fruit
Company stated that they had no authority to
surrender the mail here.
"Cabling to the German-Colombian
Airways headquarters
in Colombia and the
director of posts in Bogota, however, the
United Fruit Company was authorized by
the Colombian post office department
to
deliver the Scadta mail to Hubert Zimmerman, purser for the mail plane, to be
forwarded by air from here. Had this authorization not been forthcoming the southbound
mail would have proceeded by steamer to
Cartagena where it would have been turned
over to Colombian postal authorities.
"The Scadta Junkers Mono-amphibian,
Cundinamarca,
took off from Cristobal
harbor at 10:30 a.m. with the southbound
mail for Tautata, at the mouth of the Atrato
River, where it will meet an eastbound Scadta
plane from Barranquilla
and deliver to it
mail from Buenaventura
and Guayaquil
before completing the flight to Barranquilla.
From Barranquilla,
mail for Bogota, the
capital of Colombia, will be forwarded by air
over the Magdaiena
River to Girardot,
connected by rail with Bogota.
"W.Y. Boyd, of Boyd Bros .. agents in
Panama for Scadta, declared today that
Scadta had received authority for its second
trial flight from the United States state
department through the Colombian minister
in Washington, [unfortunate wording; at first
reading it seems as though this is the route
for the flight!] who had notified the Colombian
foreign department
that authorization
had
been procured for an unlimited number of
trial flights.
"This, he said, was reciprocal with consent
which the Colombian
government
had
granted the Pan American Airways subsidized by the United States government, to
make an unlimited number of trial flights to
Buenaventura.
"The Scadta mail, which is consigned by
the United States postal department
to
Cartagena,
Colombia, will be carried to
Colombia in accordance with the regular
procedure unless orders to the contrary are
received from the State Department, it was
said. Thus action prohibits
the Scadta
company from carrying air mail to Colombia
from the Canal Zone until an agreement
between the company and the State Department is concluded, it was said.
"Officials of the Canal Zone pointed out
that the Scadta Company had been granted
permission to make 'a trial flight', which was
completed last week. No official notice of
further flights was received and, officials
were unable to account for the Scadta plane's
arrival late this afternoon.
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"The plane in question, the hydroplane
Cundinamarca
arrived
at 5 p.m. from
Barranquilla,
Colombia, with 156 pounds of
mail separated into nine sacks. It was the
first time air mail had been carried between
the Canal Zone and Colombia. The plane was
piloted by Emanuel Lerch, Scadta pilot.
"Taking off from Barranquilla
at 6:45 this
morning
with mail from Ecuador
and
Colombia, the hydroplane stopped at Cartagena for mail and Tautata, gulf of Darien,
where she waited three hours for mail from
another Scadta plane from Guayaquil and
Buenaventura. Six and one half-hours actual
flying time was consumed in the flight.
"Among the letters brought from Colombia
was a courtesy letter to President Florencio
Harmodia Arosemena from Dr. P.P. von
Bauer, president of the Scadta Company.
Other mail was to be forwarded to the United
States, China, Japan, Australia and other
countries in South America.
"Others in the plane included Fritz Vahl,
mechanic, and Herbert Zimmerman, purser.
The mail included six bags from Barranquilla, two from Buenaventura and one from
Cartagena. As the plane arrived too late for
the Panama mail to be sent to Panama on the
late afternoon train, it will be sent over in the
morning, it was said.
"The service cuts seven days off the present
Guayaquil-Panama
mail service and one day
from the steamship mail service to Colombian
ports, it was stated. The Scadta plane will
take off tomorrow morning on its return trip
at 8 o'clock but will carry no mail."
(Continued in next issue)
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