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This is my next to last president's report. If
you have ever tried to write a column - even
though only four times a year (with assists
from Dick Bates) - you wi~l find that it
becomes a difficult job as the available subject matter seems to evaporate. "My" previous report bears out the fact that I was "up
against the wall." Perhaps just a few of our
900 members will come to the rescue of your
next president and provide him with a few
ideas whi.ch will start his typewriter flowing,
or rather, the words flowing.
Advance thanks are indeed in order to
Richard D. Bates for- telling me that he will
accept the nomination for president; you will
also read someplace or other that as v.p. I will
assist him where and when needed.
Material is flowing in like mad for the
coming mail sale. From the amount already
on hand, this might be the largest sale to date.
So start working on your wantlist and keep
your stamp money in a safe place. There will
be a number of rare Canal Zone stamps
offered in the sale as well as an impressive
collection of postal stationery which has been
broken down into many individual lots. Also,
it appears that there will be an excellent
selection of inexpensive material in very nice
condition. And that brings up a sore point
with me: Why do some of our providors of
material think this sale is a dumping ground
for damaged stamps, particularly
those of
low catalog value? Please do not be annoyed if
the future mail sale committees continue to
(Continu&d
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Mail Sale No. 16
Catalogs for the 16th mail sale will
be mailed during the last week of
August 1987. Closing date for receipt
of bids is Monday, September 28,1987,
no later than 4:00 p.m. at the address
below:
Richard H. SallT,
60 Twenty-Seventh Ave.,
San Francisco, CA 94121

From 1925 until the early 1930s the Canal Zone had various agreements with SCADTA
(Sociedad Colombo-Alemana de Transportes Aereos) about the forwarding of air mail letters
between the Canal Zone and Colombia and other countries served by SCADTA air service.
Commercial covers as well as first flight covers between numerous points in North, Central,
and South America carried on the SCADTA service are of considerable interest to collectors.
In this series I would like to quote from various documents in the files of the Canal Zone Postal
Seryice about the SCADTA mail and how it was to be handled.
Hugh Cassibry and several others sent me many of these documents many years ago. Some
of these have been quoted in part in earlier articles.
The U.S. Postal Bulletin No. 13785 relatmanner, you will SAVE AT LEAST 10 DAYS
ing to letters intended for conveyance via
Colombian Air Mail states:
in receiving your mail.
"Address the envelopes as follows:" [A dia"This department
has been advised that,
effective June 1. 1925, letters intended for
gram shows that the national postage should
forwarding via the Colombian air mail serbe in the upper right corner of the envelope
ul;th "aerial postagf''' to the Jeft of that.
vice between Barranquilla and interior poi nts
of Colembia should have affixed thereto, in
"AERIAL MAIL" should appear above the
address.]
the upper right-hand corner of the envelope,
The document continues: "and the same
the necessary United States postage stamps
[envelope] must carry the national postage of
and the special Colombian air mail stamps;
the country of origin, plus the corresponding
and the upper left hand corner should bear
the words 'Via Colombian Air Mail' (Correa
aerial stamp, which may be obtained at the
Aereo), clearly written in green ink. Green
Agencies of the Scadta as per list hereunder.
••MAIL: 30<1for ewery 20 grams, or fraction
"stickers," which will be furnished to the
thereof.
purchasers of Colombian air mail stamps,
"PRINTED
MATTER OR SAMPLES
should also be attached to the envelope.
"PQstmasters at the office of origin should
WITHOUT VALUE: 15¢ for every 20 grams
or fraction thereof.
cancel the Colombian air mail stamps, as well
as the United States postage stamps.
"POSTAL PARCELS: $3.00 per kilo, frac"The Notice printed on page 14 of the
tion of 500 grams $1.50 (minimum, 1 kilo).
Postal Guide for January, 1924, is modified
The Scadta takes care of receiving from the
accordingly.
Customhouse such postal parcels as are con"The double-envelope system described in
signed to the Company, and will pay the
the above-mentioned notice should continue
customs fees collecting them from the consignee afterwards,
against delivery of the
to be used in case of parcel-post packages for
merchandise."
transmission
by the Colombian air mail
There follows a list of the offices of SCADTA
service.
"In the case of registered letters for translisting many in Europe (including London,
Paris, Rome, Vienna, Berlin, Copenhagen,
mission by the air mail service in ~uestion, it
etc.) and in the Americas (including New
is necessary to affix the special Colombian air
York, Chicago, Boston, San Francisco, New
mail registered
stamp in addition to the
Orleans, Habana, Curacao, Caracas, Rio De
United States registration
fee." The same
Janeiro, Buenos Aires). Most interesting is
rules applied to letters from the Canal Zone
as from the United States.
the listilJg of an office in Panama (Panama
Agencies Co.) and in Colon. C.Z. (sic) (also of
The following is a translation of a document from SCADTA received in the Canal
Panama Agencies Co.). Of course, Colon is not
in the Canal Zone, but this office was unZone on Nov. 16, 1926. "COLOMBIAN'
AERIAL TRANSPORTATION
SERVICE.
doubtedly meant to serve the Canal Zone and
would have been very near the border.
'SCADrA'. We advise you to answer your
mail taking advantage of the Colombian
(Continued on page 18)
Aerial Transportation
Service, as in this
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Auctions
By Gilbert N. Plass
Only a very small amount of Canal Zone
material has been reported to us as sold at
auction since our last report. As usual the
price realized (without the 10% commission)
is listed firstfollowed in parenthesis with the
catalogue
price as given in the auction
catalogue.
Robert A. Siegel, 160 E. 56th St., New
York, NY 10022 Bold Bome of the nlrer Canal
Zone errors which brought
remarkable
prices. Scott No. 33a, double overprint,
brought $180 ($250). Nos. 36a and 36b were
sold in one lot at $350 ($525). No. 53b, horizontal pair, right stamp without overprint,
20 copies known, brought the sensational
price of $1250 compared with $850 catalogue.
No. 56f, ZONE double in pair with normal,
30 copies known, also brought considerably

above catalogue, $1000 compared to $758
catalogue. Finally the No. J18a, ZONE ZONE
error in fine condition brought $1000 compared to $1400 catalogue.
Realizations of a couple of the inexpensive
envelopes were No. UC4, $3.75 ($4.00) and
No. UC7, $5.50 ($4.00) in the auction of the
United Postal Stationery' Society. Box 48,
Redlands, CA 92373.

Scott 1988 Catalogue Vol. 1
Reviewed by Gilbert N. Plass
The 1988 Scott Standard Postage Stamp
Catalogue, Vol. 1. appeared in June. The
prices are now revised twice a year (in Vol. 1
and also in the Specialized Catalogue appearing toward the end of the year). Since there
are few changes in the Canal Zone listings
from year to year except for the prices, we
will review those here. The majority of the
prices are unchanged, but there are a number which have increased and I could only
find one which had decreased. This indicates
the demand for Canal Zone stamps in a
market that was still weak in most areas at
the time this catalogue was priced.
It is impossible to list all of the price
changes, but here are a few representative
ones with the 1987 Vol. 1 prices in parenthesis: Scott No.!, $425 ($400): 12e, $900
($800); 14f, $600 ($550); 17b, $20.00 ($17.50);
20, $50 ($45): 23i, $2500 ($2250): 56c, $700
($650); 91a, $1000 ($900); 97c, $2250 ($2000);
100a,$225($200);117b,$225($200);C5a,$90
($85); C25a, $650 ($600); J3, $600 ($500); 03,
used, $40 ($35).
The catalogue is handsomely bound with
full color illustrations
on the cover. For a
priced listing of the stamps of the United
States and Possessions,
United Nations,
British Possessions and Territories (past and
present), this catalogue is necesary for the
collector. The Scott catalogue has expanded
and improved the Canal Zone listings in
recent times based on recommendations
of
the CZSG and it is now an excellent basic
listing of these stamps. A more detailed
listing
is provided
in the Specialized
Catalogue.

SCADTA(Continued

from

page 17)

C.H. Calhoun, Director of Posts in the
Canal Zone wrote on Oct. 19, 1927 to the
Second Assistant
Postmaster
General in
Washington, D.C.:
"I am transmitting
herewith a clipping
from a local paper this date regarding the
proposed inauguration
of an air mail and
passenger service between Cristobal, Canal
Zone, and Baranquilla, Colombia.
"Particular
reference is made to the comment regarding the postage rates which are
to be prepaid by the use of special stamps sold
exclusively by the contracting company or its
agents. The rates are the same as those
effective for the conveyance of the mail from
Barranquilla
to points within the interior of
Colombia. Such postage has been recognized
by this service when articles are fully pre-
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paid with local postage and prepared under
the conditions prescribed by the contractor
and as outlined on page 246 of the United
States Postal Guide for July, 1927. All such
mail is dispatched to Barranquilla
and in
case of complaint or claim for indemnity this
Administration naturally holds the Colombian
Postal Administration
responsible for any
irregularity that may have occurred after the
receipt of the mail in good condition at
Barranquilla.
"The question arises, in case the proposed
service becomes effective, as to the responsibility for mail originating locally, or received
from the United States for local connection.
For instance, as the contractor supplies his
own air mail postage and presumably
receives the full revenues from the sale of such
stamps, would this administration be expected
to expend anything for the conveyance of
Canal Zone or United States mail that might
be delivered direct to the company for dispatch by air from the Canal Zone? Assuming
that we were put to no expense for such
service could we hold the contractor
responsible for the correct delivery of registered mail and claim indemnity for the
loss, damage or rifling of same?
"I might state that this office has not been
approached in the matter and the only information I have regarding the service is that
which appears in the newspaper article. Dr.
Bauer sailed for New Yor k on the 26th on a
steamer that is scheduled to arrive at the port
on November 2nd. While in Cristobal he
furnished a representative of this office some
information about the routing of Colombia

Canal Zone
Picture Post Cards
by manufacturers'
numbers & description
for sale.
Send for our list of
pee's, mint & used
stationery, FD's,
flight covers,
obliterators on cover,
also stamps,
mint & used in
singles & multiples.
WE~ also

fill want lists.

Give us a try.

Conroy Philatelic Company
P.O. Box 81

West lRedding, CT 06896-0081

air mail letters to Buanaventura
and other
Colombian cities on the Pacific side of the
Andes but made no remarks about his mission to the United States. He intimated,
however, that the Colombian government did
not have a monopoly of the postal service and
that his company was permitted to accept
and deliver letters in the Republic without
having them come within the jurisdiction
of
the postal service.
"Should any arrangement
become effective between the United States and Columbia,
or the "SCADTA" company, no doubt this
office will be fully informed in due course. In
the meantime I shall be pleased to receive
such information as you care to furnish regarding the points brought up in the third
paragraph of this letter, as well as any other
information regarding the conditions under
which mail is handled by contract air mail
carriers." The newspaper article mentioned
will be quoted in the next article.
(Continued in next issue)

Earliest Reported Dates
Two new earliest reported dates have been
sent in by our members. Charles Marlott
reports a UPSS No. 38 with a postmark from
Balboa of June 13, 1934, five months earlier
than the earliest date previously reported.
Warren L. Plumer reports a UPSS No. S3c
with an Empire postmark of Feb. 29, 1908.
This is not only the E RP for S3c and S3, but is
also postmarked on the extra day in a leap
year.

Rio Hato Cancel
With regard to this article on "Tough Post
Offices" (p. 7, Whole No. 82. 1987), John C.
Smith states that a letter from Lawson
Entwistle points out that the Rio Hato cancel
with the modified Albrook Field cancel
device, was only used from Nov. 12, 1940 to
Apr. 19, 1943. The prices given are only for
use between those dates. The cancel was
returned after Apr. 19, 1943 to the Albrook
Field Post Office where it was apparently
used a late as 1948. Prices for this use are
considerably less.

Mail Into The Canal Zone
By Lawson Entwistle
(Continued from p. 13, Whole No. 83)
The registered
envelope from Coronel,
Chile (20 km. south of Concepcion) was mailed
on Dec. 28, 1914. Three of the stamps have
fallen off, but it now carries two copies of the
1c and one of the 3c of the 1911 issue on the 5c
embossed envelope. The letter is addressed to
Paraiso and includes the worker's tag identification ("chapa") number.
Coronel was at that time a small village
and used the mute registry label. Note that
this was only No. 307 and the year was nearly
over! The letter went by the Chilean railroad
to Santiago, where the transit registry label
was affixed. A backstamp
shows that it
arrived in Valparaiso on Dec. 30th.

Fig. 1. Front and back of cover from Chile.

Fig. 2. Front and back of cover from Bahamas.
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On arrival, the letter first went to the
Panama postal agency, as it was addressed to
the Rep. of Panama, and was stamped there
on Jan. 27th. The following day it was
delivered to Ancon and Paraiso.
A letter mailed from Nassau, Bahamas to
Loboco (sic) Dock, has several interesting
markings. It is franked with the Id of the
Queen's Staircase type, but the rate was 2Yzd,
therefore, it has "T Y30" in blue pencil as
postage due. It was mailed on Oct. 13, 1911.
The letter first arrived at the Colon post
office on Oct. 26th and was received at 2 PM
the same day at Balboa.
The recipient could not be found and the
envelope was stamped on the front with the
Advertised/Unclaimed
marking, dated Nov.
15th. It was backstamped
twice with the
Balboa Hs-11 steel duplex on Dec. 2nd.
Finally, there is a partial impression of a
red handstamp that reads "DIV. OF D(EAD
LETT)ERS, U.S.A." dated Feb. 10, 1912.
A letter from Brazil was mailed from
Manaos Harbour (note English spelling),
(Amazonas), March 13, 1910. It is endorsed
"per Cearense/via New York", and sent to
Las Cascadas. Manaos was a wide-open and
wealthy town far up the Amazon river
during the rubber boom early in the century.
Large ocean-going steamers go even well
beyond Manaos.
The meaning of "M.P.", handstamped
in
black on the front, is not known. The reverse
shows that the letter went first to Lisbon,
Portugal, and arrived Mar. 25th. It probably
then went to New York and finally to the

Canal Zone, arriving at Las Cascadas on
Apr: 17th.
The reverse has a nice blue embossed seal
of the German Consulate at Manaos.
A letter from Peru to Culebra Cabin,
Culebra, has the corner card of the Cerro de
Pasco Railway Co., Oroya. It was mailed
from La Oroya Oct. 17 (?), 1908 and is franked
with two copies each of the 2c and 10c of the
1909 issue and canceled with the Lima-La
Oroya R.P.O. device.
On the reverse is the oval handstamp of the
Assistant Superintendent
of the C. de P. RR
and a Lima machine cancel dated Oct. 23rd.
The letter arrived at Ancon post office on
Nov. 7th, 3 PM and Culebra the same
afternoon.

How Not to Spell "Service"
Recently a CZSG member sent me photocopies of an APO obliterator that shows an
error in spelling - "SERVICE" is spelled
"SERIVCE".
That error occurs on two
examples of type MPS-4 from APO 838 (see
Fig. 1). Spelling errors are extremely rare on
Canal Zone postal markings, in fact, the only
other one that I know of is from Pedro Miguel
when C.Z. was set as C.C. on type Rg-20.
It is important to note the same error on
another APO number. In the War Cover Club
publication entitled "Geographic Locations
of U.S. APOs 1941-1984", fifth edition, by
J ames Shaffer, on page
the same error is

Ill,

Fig. 3. Front

and back of cover from Brazil.

Fig. 4. Front

and back of cover from Peru.

illustrated from APO 554, located at Stowmarket. Suffolk, England.
The rubber stamp devices were, at that
time, made by setting lead type in the
required form, usually a metal ring that
formed the CDS. This form along with that
for the killer was then pressed into a bakelite
sheet that had been heated, and a negative
impression was thus left on the sheet. The
bakelite negative was then covered with
latex, or a similar rubber-like
compound,
and after setting was peeled off. It was
trimmed and attached to a base and handle.
The APO devices, as well as many others,
have the central portion of the rubber
removed and slot(s) are provided for the date.
In the case of the APO devices, the number is
sometimes used, also.
The bakelite form can be reused, therefore,
unless the error was discovered and the form
discarded, multiple devices could be made
and sent to various Army bases throughout
the world, as was done in this instance.
Several varieties of the MPS-4 exist, the
most important feature of each being the
angle subtended by U.S. ARMY POSTAL
SERVICE,
which ranges from about 230
degrees to 280 degrees. The .spacing, and
therefore the angle subtended, of A.P,O. also
varies. Because of the poor quality rubber
available during the war, neither the diameter of the CDS, nor the height of the letters
are infallible clues to the varieties.
The particular
device with the spelling
error has these specifications: U.S. ARMY
POSTAL SERIVCE subtends an angle of
265-270 degrees, and A.P.O. about 55 degrees.

-20-

-.--.

--

.a..-a;::'-."_IlI! __:W

Fig. 1. "SERIVCE"

cancel.

The CDS diameter is 35 mm (nominal). The
lettering ranges from 3 to 4 mm high. a
reflection of the low quality of the rubber.
The four-bar killer is the normal type.
It is to noted that the example from APO
554, mentioned above, has a CDS diameter of
32 mm and all the letters are 3 mm high. The
APO 554 and 838 devices are undoubtedly
from the same bakelite form, and the meaSurement differences are caused by spreading of the rubber.
A post office operated at the Rio Hato
Training Center from Nov. 12, 1940, purposely defaced postal marking devices from
Albrook Field were used. An APO was established on July 1, 1942, when the military
type was introduced. The evacuation of the
base was essentially completed by the end of
Jan. 1948, and the property officially returned
to the Panama Government on Feb. 24, 1948
- L.P. Entwistle
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Fig. 1. A dual purpose first day cover, July 1, 1929, the first day
of Scott No. 109 as well as the opening day of Fr. Davis Post
Office.

The following first day covers catalogue
under $20 and are difficult to find: Scott Nos.
108, 109, 111, 112,114, C3, C7, C9, CI0, UlO,
Ul1, Ul6, UC8, UC9, UCI3, UXC3, UXC4,
UXC5.
One reason many of these FDC are hard to
find is that many have no cachet or obvious
machine cancel identifying the cover as a
first day.
The earliest usage of the Canal Zone
"FIRST DAY OF ISSUE" machine cancel
device was by the Balboa Heights Post Office
for the 25th Anniversary air mail set, Scott
Nos. C15-C20 (July 15, 1939), followed by the
postage series, Scott Nos. 120-135 (Aug. 15,
1939). This first day cancel was also used on
Apr. 15, 1940 on No. 113, the lowest Scott
number with this cancel.
An example of a 1929 FDC is shown in Fig.
1. Examples of first day covers without a
"FIRST DAY OF ISSUE" machine cancel
from 1965 and 1968 are shown in Fig. 2-4.

Navy Day In The Zone
By John C. Smith
Fig. 2. FDC of Scott No. UXC3 without the use of usual machine
first day cancel.

Fig. 3. FDC of Scott No. UXC4 without the use of usual machine
first day cancel.

AIR MAIL

l/"C'S"
,t.I."

.••••

Fig. 4. FDC of Scott No. UXC5 without the use of usual machine
first day cancel.
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A specially created cachet was ordered by
the Canal Zone Postal Service to be applied
on Navy Day, Oct. 27, 1948 (Fig. 1) Three
Canal Zone Post Offices located at Rodman,
Coco Solo and Fort Amador were issu'ed a
special rubber hand stamp -cachet-dev-ice.The Director of Posts ordered them to be
returned on Oct. 28, 1948.
Navy Day was initiated by the "Navy
League of the United States", which also
suggested it be held on Oct. 27th, to commemorate the birthday of Theodore Roosevelt, its champion. At one time he served as
Assistant Secretary of the Navy and, as such,
supported a strong Navy. Although it was not
a national holiday, it had the sanction of
President Warren G. Harding and Secretary
of the Navy Edwin Denby. The first officially
celebrated Navy Day was on Oct. 27, 1922
and continued for 27 years. The last scheduled
Navy Day was honored on Oct. 27, 1949,
although, after that date some bases continued
to hold open house, dances, concerts, dependent cruises, etc. to commemorate Navy Day.
Congress approved the "N ational Security
Act" on Aug. 31, 1949, which combined all
branches into a single Department
of Defense. In keeping with the emphasis on unity,
a new day of observance came into existence,
Armed Forces Day, its theme was "Teamed
for Defence". President Harry S. Truman's
proclamation of Feb. 27. 1950, initiated the
third Saturday in Mayas Armed Forces Day.
The first official holiday started on May 20,
1950, continuing every year to the present.
A special CZPS cachet was used for the
Armed Forces Day holiday (Fig. 2). Why it
was applied to this cover Saturday Jan. 10,
1959 is a mystery, although it is considered a
moveable holiday. This cachet has only been
(Continued on page 21,.)
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President's Report (Continued from page 17)
turn down such offerings. It is our goal toput
on sales of Canal Zone stamps that are
second-to-none, and so far I believe we have
succeeded admirably.
It will be my good fortune to attend CAPE X
for 4 days; so next report will contain a
paragraph
or two on what takes place in
Toronto. You might have read in the philatelic
press that the CZSG will hold a meeting at
the Canadian show and it is hoped that many
of our members will be present.
In closing I wish to thank Gary B. Weiss for
reading the proof and doing the page layout
for the second quarter Canal Zone Philatelist
while our Editor Gilbert Plass was in Europe.

Winners
At SONEX '87 hosted by the New Haven
and Cheshire Philatelic societies in Cheshire,
Connecticut on March 22, 1987, Richard
Potter won a silver award for his exhibit
"Canal Zone Blocks and Panes," and also the
Bureau Issue Association award.
At WESTPEX '87 in San Francisco, California at the Cathedral Hill Hotel on April
24-26, 1987, E. Paul Bender won a silverbronze medal for his exhibit "Canal Zone
Airmail." At the CZSG meeting Paul was
given the nebulous award for having travelled the greatest distance to attend the
CZSG meetingall the way from New York!
Congratulations to our winners.

CANAL ZONE
Comprehensive List Free
#10 SASE
(22¢) Appreciated

BRUCE L. HECHT
P.o. BOX 132A
ALBERTSON, NY 11507
ASDA -

APS -

CZSG -

BIA

CANAL ZONE
Comprehensive
Stock Including
singles, plate blocks, FDC's, FFC's,
B.O.B., stationery,
covers and collateral material.
Send for Free Detailed List
Want Lists Service
C&H

STAMPS

P.O. Box 324
Syracuse, NY 13209
Phone (315) 472-1662
CZSG
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APS

USPPS

WESTPEX '87 Meeting
At WESTPEX '87 the Canal Zone Study
Group held its annual meeting which was
attended by 14 members. Various subjects
were discussed and some very interesting
covers were passed argund for viewing.
David Leeds gave a slide show which included some very scarce items. A swap,
trade, and talk session concluded the gathering and all present voted to hold a meeting at
the 1988 WESTPEX.

L•••P~_,
IlG: 940,
Ilolboa, O.Z.

- R.H. Salz

NavyDay(Continued/rom

page 21)

seen with this particular
date. Similar
cachets were used occasionally on "First Day
Of Issue" covers. (See Lawson Entwistle's
book The Postal Markings a/the Canal Zone,
p. 44, Fig. 22.)
The "Fire Prevention Week" cachet (Fig. 3)
was applied with a rubber handstamp to
ordinary mail addressed for delivery in the
Canal Zone or Panama. It was used from Oct.
7-13, 1951, and was ordered returned to the
Director of Posts on Oct. 13th. It should not be
confused with the machine cancelation slogans used from 1960 onward. I've included
this cover because of the words "Armed
Forces" seen in the cachet. The connection, if
any, between the Armed For<:es Day and
Fire Prevention Week is not known to me nor
which post offices were issued the device.

PANAMA

"ARMS"

. Scott A34 Complete

UNLISTED

SET

Fig. 1. Navy Day cachet
and Air Station in 1948.
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My thanks go to Lawson Entwistle and Lt.
Comdr. Walter M. Urban, USNR for their
help in researching the history of Navy Day,
a forgotten event. Rodman and Coco Solo
Navy Day covers are known, while none from
Ft. Amador have been reported.
I would be hajjpy to send additional information on the U.S. Military holidays, for a
39lt stamped self-addressed No. 10 envelope.
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