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President's Report
Richard H. Salz
60 Twenty Seventh Ave.
San Francisco, CA 94121
This report is the one which will appear in
the 4th quarter CZP and is being written on
September
1, 1985. So many things can
happen between now and w hen you read this;
thus be prepared for the unannounced and
the unexpected
to proposed plans and
projections.
If all the thoughts that are revolving in my
grey-matter
were put down on paper, this
column would likely be rather lengthy, but I
do believe there are some important, as well
as interesting,
topics which should be
brought to the attention of the membership.
In my letter to you of August 27, 1985, the
book Canal Zone Stamps by Gilbert N. Plass,
Geoffrey Brewster, and Richard
H. Salz
received its first "official" announcement.
Yes, the book is at the typesetter and though I
cannot give you an exact date as to when it
will come off the press, it should be noted that
our book has been entered in the literature
section at the international stamp exhibition
- AMERIPEX '86 - to be held in Chicago
this next year.
AMERIPEX '86! This stamp show should
be a whopper. It will also be the largest one
yet from all the reports I have been reading.
The CZSG is fortunate in having member
John
C. Smith
(408 Redwood
Lane,
Schaumburg,
IL 60193) as liason between
you and AMERIPEX '86; so if you have any
problems or questions he will be most happy
to assist you to the best of his ability.
A national meeting of the CZSG has been
arranged with the AMERIPEX committee
and we have confirmation for the gathering
of the clan on Saturday, May 24,1986, at3:00
p.m. in the SAS room located in the Hyatt
Regency O'Hare (hotel), not to be confused
with the O'IIare Expo Convention Center the site of the international stamp exhibition.
We hope to have a large attendance of CZSG
members and their friends and it will be my
pleasure to renew old acquaintances (met a
great group of CZSG members
at the
INTERPEX '76 show held in Philadelphia in
1976) as well as the opportunity to meet the
members who have joined during the past ten
(Continued
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An Unusual
Canal Zone Cover
By Lawson P. Entwistle
The illustrated
cover (reduced to about
one-half original size) would never win a
beauty contest it's ugly, over-sized,
wrinkled and damaged goods - but, it has
character. It carries a scarce mixed franking
of Canal
Zone, ordinary
Colombian,
SCADTA air mail, and private Colombian
express company stamps. The cover went
from Ancon to Cucuta, then was folded to
about half size and sent to San Diego,
California.
The original is 7 by 10~ inches manila with
the usual printing (now crossed out) of a
Canal Zone penalty envelope. It is addressed
on the front to Cucuta, Colombia, an important city near the frontier with Venezuela,
and has a script notation "Scadta Plane / Via
Puerto Colombia & I Bucaramanga".
The
writer was going to include Puerto Wilches, a
port high up the Magdalena river some 55
miles west of Bucaramanga,
but crossed it
out. He also wrote
"Geo C Bunker"
underlined. Who was Bunker?
The front also has in heavy block caps "VIA
AIR MAIL" and the typical boxed registry

mark, both in magenta and both struck at
Ancon.
The envelope is franked with 15 copies of
Cl plus one copy of the 15' Liberty with the
sharp "A" in "CANAL ZONE". These are
canceled with a homemade CZ between bars,
one of the many varieties oftype MK-I0. This
totals $2.40, including the 15' registration
fee.
On the reverse are two strikes of the Ancon
double circle Registered, type Rg-20, dated
Oct. 14, 1929, in magenta, and a barely
visible single strike of a similar double circle
with the same date, probably placed on at
Cristobal, the dispatch office for air mail.
At the time of mailing on October 14, 1929,
SCADTA planes handled most air mail
within Colombia. Special SCADTA stamps
were required (see The Canal Zone Philatelist, whole No. 15, p. 17-19, 1970).
This cover has no'SCADTA stamps, but
does have a blue handstamp with a "T" in a
double-lined box and 1.95 R written in blue
pencil. The "T" marking is universally used
on foreign mail that has postage due. More
on this later.
Its arrival in Bucaramanga
is confirmed
by a circular
black handstamp
reading
"SERVICO DE TRANSPORTES
AEREOS
/ BUCARAMANGA", with a date of October
(Continued

Fig. 1. Front of cover from Colombia.
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Specialized catalogue is issued. For now I
will just give some selected examples of
changes that I noted in the new Volume 1.
In this listing the 1986 price is given
followed by the 1985 Vol. I price in
parenthesis. Scott No. lOb, L sideways, $900
($800); 12e, PANAMA inverted, $800 ($750);
14a, ZONE antique, $650 ($600); 15, $2150
($2000); 20c, 8 cts omitted, $600 ($500);21a,
CANAL only, $3500 ($3000); 23d, double
ovp., one diagonal, $450 ($400); 25a, pr.,
imperf. between, $550 ($450).
Scott No. 45, $20 ($16.50); 50, $50 ($45);
53b, pr., one without ovp., $750 ($600); 55,
$22.50 ($19); 57, $275 ($250);58, $325($300);
69, $10 ($8).
Scott Nos. 70-81,$598 ($557);97-99,$77.50
($64.50); 115-116, $9.50 ($7.50); 146, $3.75
($3.50); 148, $0.60 ($0.50); 150, $0.60 ($0.50);
155, $0.30 ($0.25); 163a, booklet pane, $3.00
($2.50); 164, $0.60 ($0.40); 165, $0.40 ($0.35).
Scott Nos. 27-31, $33.40 ($29.60); C36-41,
$14.45 ($13.00);COl-7, $103($99);Jl-3, $765
($680); J4-11, $337 ($313); J21-24, $15.50
($12.25);J25-29, $3.10 ($~.70); 01-2, 04-7, 09,
$76 ($67).
It is interesting to note that almost all ofthe
unused postage due stamps have increased in
value. Except for the very last issues, none of
these were for sale to the public in unused
condition. Thus there are considerably
smaller quantities of these available in
unused condition than might be deduced
from the total number issued of a given
postage due stamp.
The listings of Canal Zone stamps and
other U.S. Possessions has been improved
over many years and is the finest available. A
more detailed listing of additional errors and
varieties plus postal stationery appears in the
Scott Specialized Catalogue issued in
November of each year. There have been
extensive price changes in Canal Zone in the
last few years and you should have the latest
catalogue to be up-to-date.

Auctions
1986 Scott Catalogue,
Volume I
Reviewed by Gilbert N. Plass
The first volume of the Scott catalogue
published by its new owners the Amos Press
(also publishers of Linn's Weekly Stamp
News) has arrived on schedule. Because of
the long lead time in preparing a catalogue
such as this, it is unreasonable to expect that
the new owners could have made any major
changes in the short time that they have been
in charge.
There is the usual conscientious reviewing
of prices with a great many price changes in
the Canal Zone section. The amazing news is
that the Canal Zone price changes are almost
entirely upward (with just a couple of
exceptions). This is in contrast to the British
Colonial section of this same volume where
the vast majority of the price changes are
downward. I give a yearly summary of all the
Canal Zone price changes when the

By Gilbert N. Plass
A number of very rare Canal Zone stamps
were sold at auction during the past quarter
and many of them brought over catalogue
price. Wolffers sold a single of Scott No. 1on a
post card for $850 (catalogue $800). Only a
few such cards are known showing the
correct use of the 2c denomination (1' U.S.).
Does a strip of three of the 2c on an envelope
also show the correct rate? It is as close as
one could come to the letter rate in U.S.
currency (3'). The other possibility for a
letter was a single 5cstamp (Scott No.2) with
a face of 2Y2<
U.S., but one would have had to
pay 3' U.S. for a single copy. It is all rather
complicated!
Siegel sold an example of No. 2a, inverted
ovp., on cover at $1200(catalogue $1000+).He
also sold an imprint bl. of six of No. lOa,
inverted ovp., for $1650(cat. $1500)as well as
No. 38a, vert. pair, one without ovp., on cover
for $2700 (far above cat. of $1000+). An
example of the rare No. 47,.Type III, with
hinge remnants and only fine centering
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brought the remarkable price of $1700 (Cat.
$2500+) at Siegel.
Both Ivy and Siegel sold a never hinged
example of the famous No. 157a, missing
bridge error, for $9000 (cat. $12,000).
In the following list the price realized is
given with the catalogue price in parenthesis
as listed in the auction catalogue. The name
of the auction house follows. All items are
unused and without serious defects unless
mentioned otherwise. All prices have been
rounded to the nearest dollar except for
those less than $10.
Scott No. lOa, invertedovp., hr, $240($250)
Kaufmann; 17a, 19, 22 on reg. cover to
Germany, $230 Wolffers; 27-30,f-vf, og, $140
($169) Apfelbaum; 32b, booklet pane, tissue
adhers, trop. gum, $425 ($700) Fox; 36b, 10'
omitted, f, $180 ($225) Kaufmann; 41, 53 on
reg. cover to U.S., $105 Wolffers.
Scott No. 46, Type III, og, $250 ($250)
Kaufmann; No. 48, og, $550 ($800)
Kaufmann;
54, f only, $100 ($200)
Apfelbaum; 57a, horiz. pr., one without ovp.,
block of ten (2 error pairs and six normals),
$2300 ($3750) Siegel; 95, $170 ($135)
Harmers of San Francisco.
Scott Nos. Cl-5, f-vf, og, $120 ($165)
Apfelbaum; J14, F-vf, light nat. wrinkle, og,
$275 ($275) Apfelbaum; J17a, POSTAGE
DUE double, $260($350) Fox; UXC2, $6 ($8)
UPSS; UC3, $2.25 ($3.25)UPSS; UC4, $2.50
($3.50) UPSS; UC5, $5.50 ($8.50) UPSS.
Addresses of above auctioneers. (Please
mention The Canal Zone Philatelist when
writing to them.) Earl P.L. Apfelbaum Inc.
2006 Walnut St., Philadelphia, PA 19103;
William A. Fox, 676 Morris Ave., Springfield, NJ 07081; Harmers of New York Inc.,
14-16 E. 33rd St., New York, NY 10016;
Steve Ivy Philatelic Auctions, Inc., 2121 N.
Akard, Dallas, TX 75201; John W.
Kaufmann, Inc., 1522 K St., N.W., Washington, DC 20005; Robert A. Siegel Auction
Galleries, Inc., 160 E. 56th St., New York,
NY 10022; United Postal Stationery Society,
Box 48, Redlands, CA 92373; Richard
Wolffers, Inc., 127 Kearny St., San Francisco, CA 94108.

Postage Dues on Cover
By John C. Smith
The Canal Zone cover prices in the Scott
Catalog for the past five years have shown a
surprising increase, especially the postage
dues. Canal Zone covers with postage dues,
Nos. J1-J24, have increased 547%over the
last five years. There are no cover prices
listed for Nos. J25-J29, but these are also
difficult to find and just as costly. The total
Scott catalog value for the postage dues in
1980 was $236.50, which increased to
$1530.00 in 1985, see Table 1.
Not only have the postage dues jumped, but
a large percentage of the regular postage
stamps on covers have also increased at a
dramatic rate, particularly Nos. 1-104.
The difficult part is trying to find most of
these covers for sale, let alone finding them

at catalog prices! In looking at Canal Zone
auctions the past few years, I find that most
covers have exceeded catalog prices to the
point of making the catalog look completely
unrealistic.
Canal
Zone covers
have
increased in value more than most Canal
Zone stamps in the last few years.
Among the reasons for the growing value
of covers is an awareness of all the different
postal cancellations
and possible usages.
Cover collecting appears to be a good
investment in addition to giving a more
complete understanding of Canal Zone postal
history.

Table I.
%

J 1
J 2
J 3
J 4

J

5

J 6
J 7
J 8
J 9
J10

J11
J12
J13

J14
J15
J16
J17
J18

J19
J20

J21
J22
J23
J24
Total

1980

1985

$12.50
30.00
30.00
3.00
11.00
7.50
9.00
5.00
3.50
7.00
10.00
17.50
9.00
35.00
10.00
4.00
7.50
2.50
3.00
12.50
1.25
1.75
2.00
2.00

$100.00
120.00
250.00
50.00
75.00
70.00
75.00
60.00
45.00
60.00
75.00
60.00
60.00
150.00
40.00
25.00
40.00
20.00
20.00
75.00
15.00
15.00
15.00
15.00

$236.50

$1530.00

Growth
700%
300%
733%
1567%
582%
833%
733%
1100%
1186%
757%
650%
243%
567%
328%
300%
525%
433%
700%
567%
500%
1100%
757%
650%
650%
547% Overall

Stamp Market Tips
John G. Ross in his column "Stamp Market
Tips" in Stamps magazine writes: "For the
U.S. collector, collecting Canal Zone stamps,
especially the early issues, can be a great
challenge. Most of the early issues were
Panamanian stamps surcharged at the last
minute in order to keep supplies of stamps on
hand, and as a result many varieties and
errors exist. However, some of the later
issues are also scarce, desirable and difficult
to find. I believe most postage duestamps are
still underpriced, and due to go up. In 192930, a set of four postage due stamps were
issued, Scott numbers J21-24. The J23 had
the smallest printing, only 35,464 copies.
Scott for 1985 did not change its price from
last year's catalog. The set lists for $12.25 and
most dealers who specialize in Canal Zone
stamps will be happy to pay you full Scott and
above. Well centered mint sets go for over
$20.00. Try to locate this set soon." Note also
the review in this issue of the 1986 Scott
catalogue and the increase in most of the
postage due stamps.

Fig. 2. Back of cover from Colombia.

Unusual Canal Zone Cover(Continued from page 25)
17, therefore, air mail service in Colombia
was received.
The travel from Bucaramanga
to Cucuta
was overland. There is a faint blue marking
on the reverse, reading
"(RECO)MENDADOS" at the bottom. Some letters are
faintly visible at the tQI1.The date is (?)5 OCT
1929. This is probably the receiving stamp at
Cucuta.
As this was registered,
it had to be
presented at the Ancon post office. Surely the
window clerk was aware of the procedures
that had been in force for several years. Why
was this allowed to be mailed without
SCADTA stamps? Does the "T" mark mean
that postage was due because of the lack of
SCADTA stamps?
The SCADTA rate was 30 centavos for
each 20 grams, or fraction thereof. If the
weight were slightly over 4 oz, then the Canal
Zone air mail postage to a Colombian city
served by Pan-American
would have been
nine Y2 oz units, or $1.25. The SCADTA postage would have been 6 units at the equivalent
of 15<per unit, or 90<. These two would have
equaled the air mail postage of $2.25.
Certain wrinkling on two sides of the
envelope
suggest
that
the enclosure
measured about 4Y2 by 7 inches, or the size of
one of The Panama Canal annual reports.
To return to the question of postage due:
Although there is a small dollar sign within
the box, this sign was used in Colombia for
pesos, therefore, the $1.95 could refer to
pesos. The significance of the "R" is not clear.
The $1.95 would have been 6Y2 units of the 30
centavos per 20 gram rate, so possibly there
was some fine involved for the lack of
SCADTA stamps.
A few weeks after receiving the registered
letter, the addressee folded the envelope to
about 4Y2 by 7 inches and mailed it to San
Diego, California. The weight was considerable less, as it carries only 60 centavos in

-27-

SCADTA stamps (less than 40 grams), 16
centavos in ordinary Colombia stamps, and
12 centavos in private express company
stamps.
Cia. Santanderina
de Aviacion served
three Colombian cities with air mail, and also
operated an overland express service to
connect with SCADTA flights. The overland
express
service connected
Cucuta with
- Bucaramanga. In 1929-this must have been a
really bad road. One road map I have,
probably from the 1950's, does show a dirt
road between the two places. The road

Canal Zone

Picture Post Cards
by manufacturers'
numbers & description
for sale.
Send for our list of
pee's, mint & used
stationery, FD's,
flight covers,
obliterators on cover,
also stamps,
mint & used in
singles & multiples.
We also fill want lists.

Give us a try.
Conroy Philatelic Company
P.O. Box 81
West Redding, CT 068960081

distance was only about 125 miles, but
Cucuta is at an elevation of 700 feet; the road
then crosses a mountain range at around
7,750 feet, then down to Bucaramanga
at
3,350 feet. Having travelled many of the
Andean roads, I can well-imagine that such a
trip could take 24 hours, with intermediate
stops for mail pick-up and delivery.
The Santanderina company issued several
stamps, including the six copies of the 2c
carmine shown on this letter. They are
printed in strips of 12, imperf. vertically.
These, and other stamps, were canceled at
Cucuta, with a device like the Bucaramanga
device mentioned above, on November 23,
1929, and arrived at Bucaramanga
on the
25th.
This leg also has a faint box cancel,
measuring 35 by 48mm, double lined with
rounded corners, that reads at the top
"Departamento
de Santander
/ Correo
Rapido" and at the bottom "BUCARAMANGA" with a date in the center of 25 NOV
1929.
There is no indication when this was
received in San Diego, nor the route from
Bucaramanga
outwards.
The private express stamps are said to be
rather scarce on cover.

Fig. 64.

Fig. 60.

First Day Covers
By Bradley Wilde
(Continued from last issue)
Kolor Kover made the brown cachet shown
in Fig. 59. Dan Lawry via the Aristocrats
manufactured
the cachet shown in Fig. 60.
The ink is black. In gold is the cachet
produced by the House of Farnham seen in
Fig. 61.

Fig. 65.
Fig. 61.

CANAL ZONE FOC'S
For the specialist or beginner
For your exhibit or album

FDC's By Town/Base/PO
Including Rare Cancels
Complete

Smith's on Most FD'S

Postal History including
SL'S on FD Use

Fig. 62.

One Billion Tons -FO's Complete PO'S
Hotel Tivoli -FO'S Complete PO's
Official Cachets, Navy's,
Memorabilia,

Fig. 59.

PPC'S By Maker, #, All Computerized.
Stamps, Stationery, Including
Tough FO Usages
Everything can be sent on approval
to CZSG Members
Catalog Sent Free

Figures 62 - 73 are by unknown makers.
Fig. 62 has the leaf work in green and the rest
in orange. Fig. 63 is in brown. Fig. 64 has the
writing in blue and the figure and border in
light orange. Fig. 66 is in brown. Fig. 67 is in

olive. Fig. 68 is in black. Fig. 69 is in dark

Perforated Platinum

purple.
George Washington's
head and
Salutes Golden Jubilee of Scouting 1910-1960
is in orange while the rest is in tan in the
cachet illustrated in Fig. 70. Fig. 71 has the
printing in blue while the tag is in silver and
black. The ink in Fig. 72 is red. Fig. 73 has
black ink. The official ceremony brochure for
the issuance of the Boy Scout stamp is known
stamped. It is illustrated in Fig. 74.

POB 786
Kalamazoo, MI 49005

(616) 375-5715 after 6 p.m.
MC/VISA Accepted On All Orders

Fig. 63.
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Fig. 66.

Fig. 70.

Fig. 74.
(Continued in next issue)

Fig. 67.

Fig. 71.

SUPERB SALE
Send SASE for FREE List
NO.7 of Canal Zone one of a
kind. Includes singles, multiples, plate blocks, booklet
panes, used, BOB, covers.
First Flights, First days, and
stationery,
U.S., supplies.

Fig. 68.

Fig. 72.

Something for everyone
SEND WANT LIST
FOR QUOTE
The following C.Z. booklet
panes urgently needed:

Sc 38b, c
Sc 39f, g
Sc S2b, c & d
Sc S3d
SC SSe
SC 61f

Also buy nice Collections and
Accu mulations.
DEL PARKER
Box 998, Mercer Island, WA 98040

(206) 232-2560
Fig. 69.

Fig. 73.
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Regular Membership $8.00, Sustaining
Membership $15.00, and Contributing
(Continued from page 25)
Membership $25.00.
By now you will have received the 14th
Mail Sale catalog - in fact, the sale will be
years. At this writing, your editor and
finished and done with. Many of you might
president will be in attendance as well as
have noted that the mail sale was held later
your vice-president and treasurer; also, the
than usual. This was due to my being
entire board ofdirectors is planning to attend
hospitalized just at the wrong time; so in the
interest of health the sale was moved from
- more information in the 1st quarter CZP.
The CZSG will also have a place. to ~eet
September 30 to October 28. At this very
during the entire run ofthe show. This will be
moment a group of dedicated workers
a lounge area on the exhibition floor !n t~e
belonging to the West Coast Mail Sale
O'Hare Expo Convention Center, and It Will
Committee are hard at work dancing around
John Blessington
be an area 10' x 10' with back and side
the ping-pong table assembling the catalogs.
drapes, a table in front, along with chairs so
After that, maybe next week-end the
His collecting and exhibiting interests
those of us with tired and aching feet will be
committee will start stuffing the catalogs
were also varied, but Ireland was his first
able to take a breather from looking at
into the envelopes, putting on the address
love. His exhibits of Irish postage stamps,
exhibits and trying to find material for our
labels, and finally the postage. Believe me,
postal stationery, and tax stamps were
collections from the many dealers. Also,
once every two years is more than enough for
outstanding, and he gave a number of talks
this area will be a more than suitable space
putting on a mail sale!
on the subject. Other interests were CZ
for all the philatelic talk amongst our
Balloting for officers and directors of the
postage stamps and postal stationery,
members that is bound to transpire. So, if
CZSG for the 1986-87term was included in
Vatican stamps and postal stationery,
you are looking for a philatelic treat and
the dues notice and I trust we will have a
revenue stamps of Austria and Hungary, and
holiday, try and get to Chicago next year!
large number of members casting their
Christmas aerograms.
The United Postal Stationery Society was
ballots (and paying their dues). At the
John will be missed by his many friends in
dealt a staggering blow, as was the rest of
moment I have not found a willing successor
the above-mentioned organizations as well as
philately, as a result of the death of John J.
to the presidency and as my name is once
the CZSG, the Collectors Club of Southern
Blessington, who was at the time of his
again on the ballot it is more than likely that
California, the American Philatelic Society,
demise busily at work pasting up the page
another two-year term is in the offing. It will
and the Writers Group.
be my third and last term. My wife does not
proofs for the Catalog of the Postal Stationery
of the Canal Zone. Luckily there are some
want me to end up as did Franklin D. in his
outstanding philatelists who were able to
fourth term of office!
Book Reviews
step into the breach and continue where John
Enough chatter. Thanks to all those who
had left off. We should all be most grateful to
have so ably assisted me in the paddling ofthe
By David L. Farnsworth
Arthur and Joann Thomas of the United
CZSG canoe during the past two years. And __ u,}{ -= Panama_ReLati.ons,~191l3=19.z8~A
Postal Stationery Soci~y, and to Davi!LL!ledL-as-t-he-holiday-season-is-close;-may--I -extend
Study in Linkage Politics by David N. Farnsof the Canal Zone Study Group who had
my sincere wishes to you for a Happy Holiday
worth and James W. McKenney (Westview
untold hours of help from his wife Arline
Season and a great New Year. See you in
Press, Inc., 5500 Central Avenue, Boulder,
(that gal can spot a typo at 40 paces). Their
Chicago!
CO 80301; 1983) (ISBN 0-86531-969-3),313
many hours of work should have brought to
pages softbound, $23.00.
you a copy of the Catalog of the Postal
In many ways this is just another book
Stationery of the Canal Zone by the time you
about U.S. - Panama relations. If you have
read this. This is just another benefit of
John J. Blessington
already read some books on this topic, you
belonging to the CZSG and has involved an
The
CZSG is saddened by the sudden
probably could pass this one up. Most of it is
outlay of many thousands of dollars from
passing of John J. Blessington, who died June
the usual history of the canal and ofthe treaty
your treasury. And that last sentence brings
9, 1985at the age of 63 after a brief bout with
negotiations in the 1970s.
up a subject which your officers and directors
cancer. A long-time resident of Southern
However, it is different in one respect. The
have stayed away from since the
California (Studio City, a Los Angeles
authors use a methodology which is usually
reorganization of the CZSG way back in
suburb), John was interred at Forest Lawn
traced to the 1969 book of a dozen essays,
1968. An EIGHTEEN year period with NO
Memorial Park, Hollywood Hills.
Linkage
Politics, edited by James N.
increase in dues.
Rosenau. The idea of linkage may seem
Well known as an editor and publications
An eighteen year period with dues
obvious or trivial, but it leads to a clear and
manager of philatelic publications, John was
remaining at $5.00 is rather remarkable
consistent discussion.
hard at work to the very end on the galleys of
when you consider the increased costs of just
the forthcoming volume, "The Postal
The concept of linkage is an aid in spanning
about everything imaginable. It has come to
the academic disciplines of political science,
Stationery of the Canal Zone," soon to be
the point where our income barely covers
international relations, and others. Practipublished by the United Postal Stationery
our expenses, and if it were not for the income
tioners of this methodology look for existing
Society (UPSS). It will reflect his knowledge,
received from the 13 mail sales ($28,500) to
keen eye, and attention to detail.
which must be added a huge amount of
His philatelic contributions are legion. He
interest (no longer a fact as interest rates
CANAL ZONE
served as editor and publications manager
have plunged as you all well know) it would
for numerous societies, including the
Comprehensive Stock Including singles,
not have been possible to have distributed
plate blocks. FDC's, FFC's, B.O.B.,
Philatelic Society of Los Angeles, the Eire
copies of Lawson Entwistle's book Postal
stationery, covers and collateral material.
Philatelic
Association, United Postal
Markings of the Canal Zone and the SuppleSend For Free Detailed List
ment at no cost. We have arbitrarily set a cut
Stationery
Society, and the Federal
Philatelic Clubs of Southern California.
off date (August 31, 1985) for distribution to
Want Lists Services
Some of the publications that passed his
the membership
of the two coming
C & H STAMPS
careful scrutiny include the Quarterly
productions: Catalog of the Postal Stationery
P.O. Box 6248, Teall Station
Journal (PSLA), SESCAL Catalogues and
of the Canal Zone and the book Canal Zone
Syracuse, NY 13217
Cachets, the Revealer (EPA), the Postal
Phone (315) 472-1662
Stamps. In order to continue this "format,"
Stationery of the Philippines (UPSS), as well
stay fiscally healthy and to be able to provide
CZSG
APS
USPPS
as the CZ Postal Stationery catalogue in the
funds for the publication fund, it is necessary
to raise the dues. Our new schedule is:
offing.
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connections between institutions
and
individuals in different countries in order to
understand those countries' internal and
external behaviors.
Cuna Molas and CocleArt Forms: Reflections on Panamanian Design Styles and
Symbols by Mary W. Helms (Institute for the
Study of Human Issues, 3401 Science Center,
Philadelphia, PA 19104; 1981) (ISBN
0-89727-026-6),86pages in large paperbound
format, $5.95.
Cuna molas long have been prized by
tourists to the San BIas Islands. Molas
purchased by non-Cunas are rectangular
pictures made by appliqueing bright colored
pieces of cloth. The usual method is reverse
applique so that an inner hidden picture
appears to have been exposed by the cutting
away of outer layers. Molas are backs and
fronts of Cuna women's shirts, which also are
called molas. When worn, these shirts display
mola pictures in a dynamic, almost animated
state.
Only the Cuna Indians make molas. The
making and wearing of molas by every Cuna
female sets them apart from all others, which
may be one reason for their continued
manufacture and use. However, there is some
debate among anthropologists about molas'
role in Cuna society. The opinions range from
molas' being just personal adornment to their
being representational
of important
symbolic objects in colors which have
separate meaning. It has been conjectured
that the designs are like a visual language for
the Cuna.
Today, some molas incorporate outlines of
planes and other non-Cuna artifacts and
symbols. These are taken seriously by the
Cuna for a variety of reasons which are
explored in this book.
Helms uses many sources to try to explain
the history and importance of molas. This
work details her discovery of similarities
with pre-Columbian designs and techniques.
The author describes parallels or correlations between designs of pre-Columbian
pottery and gold objects and early body
painting, and present-day molas. These
parallels go further than just design details.
She compares the techniques as well, and
constructs hypotheses about early and
present native cultures.
On a more personal note, every time I read
a book full of hypotheses of this type, I wonder
why someone (perhaps the author) with the
proper sensitivity does not simply ask the
individuals involved. In this case, perhaps
the Cuna saw books containing preColumbian designs and adopted them in the
same manner as they utilize other sources

CZSG Meets in Des Moines
The 1985 Central Iowa Philatelic Exhibition (CIAPEX) show was held May 31,June 1
and 2, in Des Moines. Meetings of the
Canadian Collectors' Club, Midwest United
Nations Collectors, and the Canal ZoneStudy
Group were held in conjunction with
CIAPEX.
Letters had been sent by Dick Kraemer
and Robert J. Lambert to CZSG members in
Iowa and surrounding states, inviting them
to the meeting. The session was attended by
ten CZSG members and friends, namely:
George W. Brett, James Kilbane, Vern
Shelton, Bob Lambert, Elmer Brink, Les Ver
Steegh, Donald E. Blank, Robert C. Dreibus,
Robert Loeck, Dick Kraemer.

George Brett recalled his life in the Canal
Zone in his civilian/military role with the
armed forces, supplementing this with a
number of interesting souvenir items.
Elmer Brink brought some elegant stamp
and cover specimens for the group to drool
over.
Dick Kraemer discussed the American
Banknote Issues of 1909-1921and the 19241933 Bureau Issues and displayed 24pages of
stamps featuring different printings, major
types, many errors and varieties, and some
interesting forgeries.
General discussions and agitation followed
with some good fellowship and refreshments.
RJL/RHK

CANAL ZONE STATIONERY
UNUSED ENTIRES
#U2* (2¢ Car. & Blk.) sound, small age stain specks Cat. $80 Net $ 30
#U2b* (black center & overprint only), Ex. Fine, cream colored
entire, only about 10 known
Cat. $1000+Net $750
#U2c* (2¢ red) (frame only), sound, very faint toning
only 8 known
Cat $1000 Net $650
#U2c* same as above, darker red color, extremely fine
Net $900
#U2c* same as above, Ex. Fine, white entire
Net $850
#U5* (2¢ car.), Ex. Fine
Cat. $190+ Net $150
#U6* (1¢ grn.), Ex. Fine .............•............
Cat $ 35+ Net $ 25
#ur
(2¢ car.), Ex. Fine
Cat $ 35+ Net $ 25
#U8* (1¢ grn.), Ex. Fine
Cat $ 30+ Net $ 20
#U9* (2¢ car.), Ex. Fine, w/printed C.C
Cat $ 25+ Net $ 15 _,
#U9' same as above, Ex. Fine
Net $ 17
#U14* (3¢ surcharge), VF, wee cor. bend
Cat $500 Net $350
Cat $150+ Net $ 85
#UX2* (1¢ grn. & blk.), Ex. Fine Card
Cat $150+ Net $ 90
#UX4* (1¢ rrn. & blk.), Ex. Fine Card
#UX8* (1¢ grn.), Ex. Fine Card
Cat $ 65+ Net $ 45

USED ENTIRES
#U1
#U2
#U2a
#U3
#U3
#U3

#U4
#UX1
#UX2
#UX4
#UX5

(1¢ grn. & blk.), Fine pmk. "Cristobal - 1921". Cat. $ 50 Net
(2¢ car. & blk.), Ex. Fine, pmk. "Balboa Heights", "Gatun",
"Pedro Miguel" or "Paraiso" choice
Cat $ 35 Net
(2¢ red & blk.), Ex. Fine, pmk. "Ancon", "Balboa Heights"
or "Cristobal", choice
Net
(1¢ grn.), sound, sm. stains, no pmk., target can.Cat $450 Net
attractive
same as above, Ex. Fine, Light target can., no pmk .....
Net
same as above, V.F., w/CZ#~O tied, "Balboa",
"Fort Sherman", or "Pedro Miguel", choice
Net
(2¢ red), Ex. Fine, Various pmks
Cat $120+ Net
(1¢ on 2¢ car.), V.F. card, "Coroza" pmk
Cat $ 25 Net
(1¢ grn. & blk.), V.F. card, "Ancon" pmk
Cat $ 75 Net
(1¢ grn. & blk.), V.F. card, var, pmks
Cat $ 60+ Net
(1¢ grn.), V.F. card, pmk. "Fort Sherman"
or "Cristobal"
Cat. $650+ Net

$ 35
$ 25
$ 25
$250
$350
$300
$ 80
$ 17
$ 50
$ 40
$500

WHAT ELSE DO YOU NEED IN U.S. POSSESSIONS
Satisfaction or Immediate Refund Gladly Sent
on Approval with References

nqw.

Installment Payment Terms If Desired
(No Interest or Carrying Charges)

JACK E. MOLESWORTH, INC.
88 Beacon Street
Boston, Mass. 02108

Meeting Notices
A regional meeting of CZSG will be held at
ARIPEX '86 in Phoenix, Arizona at 2 P.M.
Saturday, March 1, 1986 at 2 P.M. Also a
regional meeting at SARPEX '86 at
Sarasota, Florida on Sunday Feb. 9, 1986 at

APS

SpA
CSA

Phone

(617) 523-2522

11 A.M.
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