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President's Report
Richard H. Salz
60 Twenty-seventh Ave.,
San Francisco, CA 94121
The ideas for this report came to me via a
round-about way and though lengthy I hope it
will hold your interest. To begin, let me note
that three subjects are involved. First, is the
use of tongs in handling stamps. Most of us
are in agreement that one should use tongs
when picking up stamps as fingers can
deposit oils and other excreted matter from
the skin. In the long run these deposits can
either stain or discolor your stamps, and
careless fingers can cause physical damage
in such ways as broken perforations, creases,
bends and so forth.
Second, is the subject of why do so many of
us pick up unprotected covers with our bare
hands, then joyously slide our finger over the
stamp, particularly if it is an embossed postal
stationery envelope, press the corner card to
see what type of printing was used, and in
other ways manhandle covers which
apparently causes one to conclude that covers
can take it, and that stamps cannot. It might
also be pointed out that envelope stock is most
often manufactured from an inferior grade of
paper compared to that which is used for
printing postage stamps. A solution to this
problem would be the use of cover protectors
for any covers you think worthy of saving.
What started the next part of this report
was a letter received from Lawson Entwistle
which contained part of an article on erasers
which is the third subject of this discussion:
the effects of erasing penciled notes on the
various covers we put in our collections. The
Taylor Made Company (more about that
company later) were most generous as they
sent me the complete articie - a very

Mail Sale No. 14
Catalogs for the mail sale will be
mailed during the last week in September 1985. Closing date for receipt
of bids is Monday, October 28, 1985,no
later than 2:14 p.m. at
Richard H. Salz
60 Twenty-seventh Ave.,
San Francisco, CA 94121

Third Quarter, 1985
technical one titled "Effects of Eraser Treatment on Paper" by E. J. Pearlstein, D.
Cabelli, A. King, and N. Indictor. Now there
are many of us who do not erase the various
notations and prices that previous owners
and dealers have scrawled on these covers,
but there are those who really clean 'em up.
Condensed conclusions of the article referred
to and which appeared in The Journal of the
A merican Institute for Conservation, V o!. 22,

No.1, Fall 1982, encompass the following
brands: Opaline Dry Cleaning Pad, Art Gum,
Pink Pearl, Kneeded Rubber, Magic Rub,
and Mars Plastic.
"Subtle color changes were detectable as a
result of treatment with each of the erasers.
Treatments using all eraser samples left
detectable amounts of eraser material in the
paper. Photomicrographs showed that
attempts at complete removal of the eraser
crumbs by brushing were unsuccessful!.
"The Magic Rub eraser was the least
altering to the paper. Papers treated with the
Magic Rub eraser suffered negligible
abrasion and color change.
"The Opaline Pad and Art Gum was even
less abrasive to treated paper samples than
the Magic Rub eraser. Slight warming of the
color of the paper surface after treatment
was noted and is probably due to color change
in the eraser crumbs.
"The Kneaded Rubber eraser was judged
abrasive. The crumbs were particularly
difficult to remove, as they were small, not
visible to the naked eye, and clung to the
paper fibers.
"The Pink Pearl eraser was judged the
worst eraser because it readily abraded the
paper surface and required working over the
paper excessively to remove visible crumbs.
The abrasion and pink particulate matter
altered surface color and texture of the
paper."
Not included in this study, but mentioned,
was the white Mars Plastic eraser which in a
previous study by other authors determined
that the Mars Plastic was comparable to the
Magic Rub eraser.
Now back to Mr. Taylor and his Taylor
Made Company. They manufacture "Protective Pouches." That includes page
protectors, cover protectors and sheet
protectors in many different styles and sizes
. as well as special sizes to order. "Myler"Type
D, an inert material in a variety of film thick-
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Whole No. 76
nesses, is used in the manufacture of these
products. If you are interested write to Mr.
Taylor at P.O. Box 406, Lima, PA 19037.You
will receive a fast and courteous answer to
your inquiry. Incidentally, Taylor's letter to
me concluded with an interesting observation: "The conservation and archival fields
have a great deal to tell the philatelic world
about the handling of historical items. We
need more communication between the
groups." And yes, this is a "plug" for the
Taylor Made Company.

$50 Note
Commemorated Opening of
The Panama Canal
By Gilbert N. Plass
Under authorization of the Federal
Reserve Act of Dec. 23, 1913, a $50 Federal
Reserve Note of the Series of 1914was issued
on Nov. 16, 1914.
The reverse side of this $50 note has a
special design in commemoration of the
opening of the Panama Canal in 1914. The
design features in the center a symbolic
figure of a woman standing on a pedestal
with a label in large letters reading
PAN AMA. She carries a staff with two
intertwined serpents and behind her is a flag
with stars which certainly is meant to be the
United States flag. Also behind her is a land
mas'sI representing Panama. A number of
pal~ trees are shown and near the end of the
land on each side is a lighthouse. The Pacific
O¢an on the left has a passenger liner flying
an apparent United States flag. Farther in
the distance there is a sailing clipper. The
Atlantic Ocean on the right shows a
battleship of the period clearly flying the
United States flag. A similar design was used
on the Series of 1918 Federal Reserve Bank
Notes.
This note would make an interesting
collateral item for a Canal Zone collection. I
know little about collecting Bank Notes, but
would presume that the original notes are
rare and expensive. However, the Bureau of
Engraving and Printing has issued a
souvenir card for the Pacific Northwest
(continued on page 2)
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$50 Note(continued from page 1)

Numismatic Association Convention from
May 17-19,1985 in Seattle, Washington. This
card features a beautiful engraved print of
the back of this note. These are sold by mail
for $4.00each for a period of three months, so
they will go off sale on August 17th. This
notice will probably not reach you by then,
but you should be able to obtain them from
a dealer.

items are unused and without serious defects
unless mentioned otherwise. All prices have
been rounded to the nearest dollar.
Scott No.2 on cover, $270 ($400) Superior;
No.3 on cover, $265 ($500) Superior; No.6,
plate block of 6, very fine centering in one
direction, but only fine in the other, one
stamp hinged, others nh, made the remarkable price of $1600 ($1500) Superior.
One of the rarest major numbers is Scott
No. 15. It only exists with tropical gum more
or less disturbed by the interleaving. A well
centered copy sold for $1700 ($2150) at
Kelleher.
Kelleher also offered the rarest major
number in unused condition, Scott No. 47.
Most examples have only part gum or no gum
and have various perforation or other defects.
Kelleher offered a copy with part og, some
short perforations, and fine to very fine
centering. It sold for $1550 ($2500). The 5'
Type III, Scott No. 48, in nh condition
brought $850 ($800) at Superior.
An example of Scott No. 91a, ZONE only,
20 copies printed, sold for $825 ($900).
Apfelbaum. This sets a benchmark price for
other errors with similar numbers in existence. The much more common Scott No. 91c,
ZONE CANAL, 270 copies printed, this
example with a small thin, sold for $140
($200) Apfelbaum, an excellent price
considering the condition. A decade ago it
seemed that every Canal Zone auction had an
example of this error, but they now seem to
have largely disappeared from the market.
Scott No. C08, used, fine only, $280 ($200)
Superior; C09, used, fine only, $200 ($250)
Superior; J12, $85 ($110) Kelleher.
Only 1000copies were printed of Scott No.
08 and all are used. An example with very
fine centering was sold by Superior at over
catalogue, $675 ($650).
Addresses of above auctioneers. Please
mention The Canal Zone Philatelist when
writing to them. Earl P.L. Apfelbaum, Inc.,
2006 Walnut St., Philadelphia PA 19103;
Daniel F. Kelleher Co., Inc., 40 Broad St.,
Suite 830, Boston, MA 02109; Superior
Stamp and Coin Co., Inc., 9301 Wilshire
Blvd., Beverly Hills, CA 90210.

Auctions
By Gilbert N. Plass

Fig. 1. Scott No. C6, first day cover.

Apparently very little Canal Zonematerial
was offered at auction during the past
quarter, as we have only received prices for
three auctions. If these are a true sample of
the market, then there is a considerable
firming of prices for the rarer major
numbers as well as for the errors, as shown by
the prices recorded below. As usual the price
realized is given with the catalogue price in
parenthesis as listed in the auction catalogue.
The name of the auction house follows. All

John C. Smith has sent in some photographs of interesting covers that he has
recently found. He suggests that we run a
column showing covers regularly and
encourage our members to send in photos of
their interesting covers. Here are two from
Mr. Smith. To begin the cover shown in Fig.1

Covers of Interest
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2.

Fig. 2. Scott No. C4, split surcharge.
is a first day cover of Scott No. C6 on Jan. 3,
1949. It bears a plate block of eight and was
sent by registered mail to Penn Yan, N.Y.
Since the date is not supposed to show on the
face of a registered cover, the rubber stamp
reading FIRST DAY OF ISSUE ina box was
used to cancel the stamps.
The second cover (Fig. 2) bears a copy of
Scott No. C4 on a Mar. 10, 1930cover to San
Jose, Costa Rica. The surcharge is shifted
downward somewhat and a small part of it
appears at the top, an example of a split
surcharge.

Fake Overprint
By Gilbert N. Plass
An example of a fake overprint on Scott
No. J12 was submitted by George Gorman.
This is quite well done and might pass as
genuine without a careful examination. The
first warning sign is that the basic stamp is in
a dark shade, completely wrong for the I'
denomination which is always in a carmine
rose. But this same overprint could be
applied to other stamps. The letters are the
wrong shapes when examined with a
magnifying glass and some are slightly
tilted. The second N is tilted and the right
hand vertical stroke is much thicker than on
the genuine. This overprint may have been
printed on other basic stamps.

Panama and U.S.
Mixed Franking
A West Coast collector sent two examples
of the rare mixed franking with both
Panama and U.S. overprinted stamps on the
same cover. This was possible for a few
months after the U.S. overprints were issued
on July 1, 1924. These are both philatelic
covers (do any non-philatelic mixed franking
covers exist?). Both covers were sent to the
collector N. L. Levy, Gatun, C. Z. and are
postmarked on July 1, 1924. One cover has
Scott No. U6 (overprint on U.S. envelope)
with No. 68 (overprint on Panama stamp).
The other cover has No. U5 (overprint on
Panama envelope) with No. 73 (overprint on
U.S. stamp).
He also has a late use of two of the Panama
envelopes: No. U2 used from Fort Sherman,
July 31, 1924 and No. U5 used from Balboa
Heights on Oct. 4, 1924. Can anyone report
other examples of mixed franking of overprints on Panama and U.S. or any Panama
overprints used after Oct. 4, 1924?

Postal Card Essays
By L.P. Entwistle

Fig. 1. Postal Card Essay.
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In early 1950 the Canal Zone was
considering
issuance of their own postal
cards. All previous cards were either those of
Panama or the United States overprinted
CANAL ZONE, except for a temporary type
printed by the Panama
Canal Press in
January, 1925 (Scott No. UX 8).
On January 20, 1950, six pencil sketches of
the proposed card were produced by Jack
Brechele at the Office Engineering Division,
Balboa Heights. These six sketches (Figs. 16) are from xerographic copies made from
the originals in the files at the Agency
Records Center, Diablo.
A design for a 2<postal card was also made
and submitted on November 28,1951 (Fig. 7).
The 2< is a carefully finished drawing of
which glossy photographs are in the files.

Pilot Letter
A cover from Lee Cornell has a pair of Scott
No. 147,3< Centenary of Panama Railroad. It
is addressed
to Rye, N.Y. and has the
postmark "Balboa, A.M.F. / Mar. 21, 1957".
There is also a handstamp "PILOT LETTER
/ BALBOA". One explanation of this cover is
that the Pilot Letter handstamp was applied
by a purser on a transiting ship and given to
the pilot for mailing when he returned to the
dock. This was possible as many ships in
transit through the canal kept a supply of
Canal Zone stamps as an accommodation to
passengers. Do any of our members have
other ideas about this cover?

Fig. 3.
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Canal Zone

Picture Post Cards

Fig. 4.

by manufacturers'
numbers & description
for sale.
Send for our list of
pee's, mint & used
stationery, FD's,
flight covers,
obliterators on cover,
also stamps,
mint & used in
singles & multiples.

Fig. 5.
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We also fill want lists.

Give us a try.
Conroy Philatelic Company
P.O. Box 81
Fig.

West Redding,

i.
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First Day Covers
By Bradley Wilde
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are in yellow while the rest is in gray. C.G.
Junior made the cachet illustrated in Fig. 48.
T.R. and dates are in black, Chief Scout
Citizen is in red, and the rest is in blue. Fig.
48a, in black, was produced by John A. Mirt.
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Fig. 41.

Fig. 48.
Fig. 45.

TliEODORE

ROOSEVELT STAMP

Theodore Roosevelt, one of the
great builders of this nation, was
a member of Matinecock
Lodge
No. 806, 0rster Bar, N. Y. He
saw in Freemasonry
the spirit of

democracy of which he was an
ardent champion. As 'President,
and afte",,'ards, he enjored the
simplicit}· and fellowship of Lodge
antedanee. He appeared in Masonic
garb publicly on many occasions.
Speaking before the Grand Lodge
of Pennsyl"ania in 1902, he said:
",Masonry should make, and must
make, each man who conscien·
tiously and understandingly
takes
its obligations a fine type of Amer·
ican' citizenship,
because Masonr)'
teaches him his obligations
to his
feHow men in practical
fashion:'

Fig. 42.
Fig. 46.
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-John

A. Mirt, Chicago
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Fig. 48a.
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0' TNE UNITED S1'.4TES. CONSTRUCTION OF
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Fig. 43.
150. 4<"Roosevelt Medal" - November 15,
1958.

Postmarks: Machine Cancel - Balboa.
Cachets: The artcraft cachet shown in Fig.
43 is printed in black ink. It was also used for
the 2<Roosevelt, Scott No. 138. Fig. 44 is by
an unknown maker and is in light brown ink.

Smith

COY"

It-

Fig. 47.
C. George's cachet is illustrated in Fig. 45.
The boy scout, First Day of Issue, Canal Zone
Commemorative and the dates are in red ink.
The rest is in a dark blue. Fig. 46 shows a
cachet by an unknown maker. The ink is
black. The Smith cachet is shown in Fig. 47.
The bust of Roosevelt and Fir~t Day of Issue
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Fig. 49.

SE.VICE
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1960

150. 4' "Boy Scout" - February 8, 1960.
Postmarks:
Machine Cancel - Balboa.
Cachets: Artcraft
produced the cachet
shown in Fig. 49. The ink is black. The
greenish-gray cachet shown in Fig. 50 is by
Artmaster. The Ken Boll cachet in Fig. 51
has the "50tl)" printed in gold, the Anniversary and the banner with the words Boy
Scouts of America in blue, with the rest of the

cachet a bluish gold. The Smith cachet illustrated in Fig. 52 has the words First Day of
Issue, 50th Anniversary
of, and a Smith
Cover printed in red. The rest of the wording
is in blue. The eagle scout medal is a mixture
of the two colors. The cachet shown in Fig. 53

r5~~
~.
.

is by an unknown maker. The ink is black.
The cachet shown in Fig. 54 has the tree in
green, the boy scout in tan and orange, and
the wording and boy scout emblem in red.
The maker is unknown. Fig. 55 shows
Cascade Cachet. The ink is blue. Fig. 56
shows the Stephen Anderson cachet and
comes in blue, black and rust. Fluegel Covers
produced the cachet seen in Fig. 57. The
background is blue, the boy scout seal orange,
the boy scout olive, and the writing black.
Fig. 58, in black ink, illustrates the Fleetwood
cachet.

BOY
SCOUTS

of
Fig. 53.
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Fig. 50.

Fig. 54.

Fig. 57.

Fig. 51.
Fig. 55.
Fig. 58.

(continued in next issue)

Paquebot Cover

Fig. 52.

Fig. 56.
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Leroy Ross has a paquebot cover which he
would like to understand better. It bears a
Canal Zone Scott No. 39, 2', with a magenta
postmark NEW ORLEANS / FOREIGN
and a date of Mar. 16, 19? (Mr. Ross believes
that the year is 1921). The cover is addressed
to Boston. Mass. He states that the proper use
would be from a ship registered under the
Canal Zone flag. Since it went through the
Panama Canal, it seems that the cover was
put on a ship sailing under a foreign flag and
should not have received the Paquebot
marking
in New Orleans. Can anyone
explain this cover?
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SESCAL '85
There will be a meeting of the Canal Zone
Study Group at SESCAL '85 in the Hotel
Ambasabor, Los Angeles on either Saturday
Oct. 26th or Sunday Oct. 27th, 1985. Obtain
meeting program for exact time and place.

WESTPEX '85 Meeting
The 16th annual consecutive meeting of the
CZSG held in conjunction with WESTPEX
stamp show in San Francisco had excellent
attendance - 18 - considering that there
were twenty-one specialty groups holding
meetings
which resulted
in numerous
conflicts of interest. Needless to say one
cannot be in two places at the same time.
A slide presentation was made by David
Leeds which held everyone's interest during
its 17 minute duration - ample time for any
slide show otherwise people either sneak out
of the room or commence to snore. Irwin
Gibbs showed some excellent examples of
postage dues on cover. They are always a
treat to look at and to note from where
mailed. Dick Salz announced that "the book"
_had _lTlade its way _to_the printer for an
estimate which is guaranteed to ruin our
treasury.
Stand by for further announcements!!!
- R. H. Salz

Winner
During the months of March, April, and
May, I have found only one winner listed in
the various philatelic publications.
He is
DAVID SMITH who was awarded a Silverbronze medal for his exhibit "Canal Zone
Postal Stationery 1907-1978," at RIPEX XX
which celebrated the 100th anniversary of
the Rhode Island Philatelic Society. Congratulations
to David Smith both for his
award and his participation
in the show.
- R.H. Salz

Eagle Eyes
One of our eagle-eyed readers has already
(on April 10) informed me there is a misspelled word on page 9 of the CZP Index
under "Cali" - seems that Colombia is
subject to change; so please get rid of that "u"
and put in an "0".
As you know the Index is now on a
computer and it is duck-soup to make a
change or addition; so please send me errors
that you find and any additions which you
would like to see included in the next edition.
- R.H. Salz
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Alan F. Doyle
Philately has lost another of its Giants, on
30 May 1985, in Houston, Texas. Alan F.
Doyle, 68, was a big man in every way, in
stature and in heart, the boomingest voice
and the heartiest laughter in stampdom or
anywhere. His collecting interests ranged
widely in scope and deep knowledge, from
"paquebot mail", Canal Zone, Philippines,

British West Indies, Ship & Forces mails, to
Polar covers. He was an APS Accredited
Judge, and a highly active member of the
Canal Zone Study Group, Maritime
Postmark
Society, British Caribbean
Philately Study Group, American Society of
Polar Philatelists, and numerous specialty
groups worldwide. He was a founder of the
JSC Stamp Club of the Johnson Space
Center, NASA, from which he'd retired as a
top official. A modest man, he was rarely
given to tooting his own horn nevertheless
when he exhibited, his studies invariably
brought top awards in any stamp show.
Also a retired U.S. Navy Captain, a highlydecorated naval pilot as well as a
submariner, he enjoyed "hitch-hopping"
on military aircraft worldwide. It was not
unusual for him to suddenly just appear in
many nations and faraway islands, visiting
his multitude of friends and correspondents.
It would be difficult to attend any international (or national) stamp-show where he
would not be seen among the first arrivals
astride a chair at a cover-dealer's table
hunting bargains.
He is survived by his beloved wife Pat and
four fine sons. A special blessing is that son
Walter Doyle is himself a serious collector,
who plans to build further on his father's
collections.
When Alan was present at any stamp
gathering, he brought with it a strong
vitality and an air of his enthusiasm for the
life of ADVENTURE in which he lived. The
philatelic world may seem a little sedate for
quite awhile for the rest of us, by his absence.

SUPERB SALE
Send SASE for FREE List
NO.7 of Canal Zone one of a
kind. Includes singles, multiples, plate blocks, booklet
panes, used, BOB, covers.
First Flights, First days, and
stationery,
U.S., supplies.
Something for everyone
SEND WANT LIST
FOR QUOTE
The following C.Z. booklet
panes urgently needed:

Sc 38b, c

- Gale J. Raymond

Sc S3d
SC SSe

SC 611
Also buy nice Collections and
Accumulations.
DEL PARKER
Box 998, Mercer Island, WA 98040

(206) 232-2560

Volume 14 in the World Bibliographical Series, by Eleanor DeSelms
Langstaff (Santa Barbara: Clio Press, 1982)
(ISBN 0-903450-26-7), 185 pages, $28.00.
Panama is an annotated bibliography of
641 books and articles. Where possible, the
author has chosen English-language items.
They are presented in categories such as
commerce, constitution and law, agriculture,
and education. The index is thorough and
very useful for quick reference.
Although this list is not exhaustive, a
reference like this can save many hours of
research. Everyone could not agree with all
of this book's descriptions, but books which
help us find information quickly and surely
are invaluable. Many readers will find books
which they did not know existed or whose
complete citations they did not have.

Panama,

"MOUNT HOPE" Overprints
These are from a large virgin piece
of each, which we are breaking down.
All are immaculate mint, fresh o.g.,
and never hinged.

Book Review
by David Farnsworth
Military Railroads on the Panama Canal
Zone by Charles S. Small (Railroad Mono-

graphs, 9 Dandy Drive, CosCob, Connecticut
06807) (1982), 65 pages by photocopy with
staple binding, $10.00.
This is Mr. Small's second book about
railroads in the Canal Zone and his eighth
book on railroads. His Rails to the Diggings
was reviewed in whole number 69. The
current book is thinner and less lavishly
produced. Mr. Small thought that the reader-

Sc 39f, g
Sc S2b, c & d

ship would be so limited that he produced
only 100 copies of Military Railroads, which
he terms a booklet.
The book is full of maps, drawings, and
even photos, which are quite clearly
reproduced.
These railroads were used for military
construction and for movement of large
pieces of ordnance. They were confined to
essentially nonpublic areas and are not wellknown. The construction of forts and gun
emplacements is fully described in the book,
in which the history of each locomotive and
railway gun is clearly presented.
The increased importance of roads and
aircraft marked the end of the era of these
railroads circa 1945.

No. 46 (1' green and black)
Fine by V.F. centering
V.F.:
Extremely Fine
Superb

(Cat. $275)
$165
$200
$225
$300

No. 48 (5' blue and black)
Fine by V.F. centering
V.F
Extremely Fine
Superb

(Cat. $800)
$450
$575
$650
$850

Blocks of Pro-rata in all
grades we can supply.
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WHAT ELSE DO YOU NEED IN
BETTER GRADE CANAL ZONE?

Comprehensive "Canal Zone"

CANAL ZONE

stock available

Comprehensive Stock Including singles,
plate blocks, FDC's, FFC's, B.O.B.,
stationery, covers and collateral material.
Send For Free Detailed List
Want Lists Services
C & H STAMPS
P.O. Box 6248, Teall Station
Syracuse, NY 13217
Phone (315) 472-1662
CZSG

APS

Satisfaction

Gladly Sent on Approval

Refund

with References

Installment Payment Terms If Desired
(No Interest or Carrying Charges)

Jack E. Molesworth, Inc.
SPA

USPPS

CSA
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or Immediate

88 Beacon Street
Boston. Mass. 02108
Phone (617) 523-2522

APS
CZSG

