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President's Report
Richard H. Salz
60 Twenty Seventh Ave.,
San Francisco, CA 94121
Having been spoiled by a three months
vacation from writing this column, I am now
out of practice and there is no telling what
will flow from my non-electric portable
typewriter.
First, my thanks to our vicepresident,
Dick Bates, for his doing the
honors in the left column of page 1 of the last
issue. Isn't there anyone out there who might
have something (anything) they would like to
write about - I would be most pleased to step
aside and you could fill the space.
It has been some time since the subject of
local meetings has been brought up. With the
tremendous interest in Canal Zone stamps it
seems to me that now is a particularly good
time for our members to organize local CZSG
chapters. It is no big deal and from the
reports received from the Washington, D.C.
group - the Potomac Chapter - it is
apparent that once a month a great time is
had by all during their evening meetings
which are held on a monthly basis. Would you
be interested in forming a local chapter? The
details are at your disposal if you will drop a
line to Bill Kuttner at 3535 Chevy Chase Lake
Drive, Apt. 310, Chevy Chase, MD 20815. All
you need is five members and you have a
chapter. Let Al Bew know about the proposed
chapter you wish to form and he'll make it all
in accordance with the CZSG by-laws.
* * * * * * * * * *
In the February 25, 1985 issue of Linn's
Stamp News there is an interesting article by
George Gorman: "Canal Zone performance
strong."
Gorman's
approach
is through
(continued on page 14)

REMINDER
Mail Sale No. 14
This is to remind those wishing to
place material in the fourteenth CZSG
mail sale that the deadline for the
receipt of lots is July 13, 1985. Please
send via registered or insured mail to:
Richard H. Salz
60 Twenty-seventh Ave.,
San Francisco, CA 94121

Second Quarter, 1985

Overprints on
U.S. Committee
By Richard D. Bates, Jr.
Chairman
P.O. Box 40583. Palisades Station
Washington,
D.C. 20016
In this space recently, I have commented
about the potential value of knowing the
ZONE CANAL spacings between successive
rows of the overprints on U.S. definitives.
This point is illustrated in Figures 1 and 2.
These are both right plate number blocks of 6
of the type A overprint with flat A's on the 5'
Roosevelt (Scott No. 74). They appear to be
identical except for the difference in plate
number.
Each of the CANAL ZONE
spacings on both blocks is 9.2 mm, as
normally found on this stamp. But the ZONE
CAN AL spacings are not all the same. On the
block with plate number 15148, the upper
pairs show an 11 mm spacing, while the
lower pairs have a 12 mm spacing between
the ZONE on the upper stamp and the
CAN AL on the lower stamp. On the block
with plate number 15204, this order is
reversed, with the upper spacing 12 mm and
the lower spacing 11 mm. Normally the pane
of origin for right and left side plate number
blocks of the flat and pointed A overprints
cannot be identified. However, these two
blocks indicate that, by examining the ZONE
CANAL spacings between successive rows,
UR and LR blocks should be distinguishable, at least for the first printing of stamps
issued on July 1st, 1924.

Whole No. 75
Gilbert Plass has provided information
that identifies which is which. By measuring
a large block from the LR pane, he determined that the spacings between ZONE and
CANAL beginning with that between the
first and second rows and ending with that
between the sixth and seventh rows are: 11,
12, 11, 11, 12, and 11 mm. As the plate
number is opposite position 60 for a lower
pane, and the spacing above the plate
{continued (m page 9)

Fig. 1. Plate number

15204.

Fig. 2. Plate number

15148.

Elections
Election of officers and directors for the
1985-86 term will take place this winter. In
accordance with the by-laws of the CZSG,
Article VI, Section 2, the nominating committee is hereby appointed: Alfred R. Bew,
Chairman,
29 S. South Carolina Ave.,
Atlantic City, N.J. 08401; Michael Demski
and Michael D. Beck.
Once again here is your chance to make
changes in the various offices: president,
vice-president,
secretary,
treasurer
and
three directors. Those of you who would like
to volunteer for one of the above high-paying
positions in the Canal Zone Study Group may
throw your hat in the ring by contacting the
membership chairman.
- R.H. Salz
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Scott No.6, plate block of six, f only, 1 mm
tear, $1500 ($1400) Kelleher; 13c, PANAMA
double, $425 ($550) Kaufmann; 14f, 8 cts
double, $475 ($550) Kaufmann; 56c, single
without ovp. in strip of 5, $675 ($521)
Kaufmann; 67b, ZONE only, $1200 ($1500)
Kaufmann; 71e, 4 panes of 6 in unexp. booklet
$425 ($400) Kaufmann; 73a, 2 panes of 6 in
unexp. booklet, $230 ($250) Kaufmann; 94,
plate block of 6, slight tear in sheet margin, f,
$190 ($350) Schiff.
Scott No. C25a, horiz. pro imperf. vert.,
$450 ($550) Kaufmann; C09, used, bl. of 4,
$800 ($1100) Kaufmann; 08, used, off-center,
$400 ($650) Kaufmann; Registered airmail
cover from Peru to New York, "U.S.
POSTAL AGENCY CALI, COLOMBIA /
REGISTERED
OCT 25 1941" b/s, $65
Spelman; l' Gorgas on card, "The Panama
Canal R.P.O. / Tr. 4", Feb. 9, 1939, $14
Spelman.
Addresses of above auctioneers. Please
mention The Canal Zone Philatelist when
writing to them. John W. Kaufmann, Inc.,
1522 K St., N.W., Washington, DC 20005;
Daniel F. Kelleher Co., Inc., 40 Broad St.,
Suite 830, Boston, MA 02109; Jacques C.
Schiff, Jr., Inc., 195 Main St., Ridgefield
Park, NJ 07660; Henry M. Spelman III, Box
645, San Anselmo, CA 94960. Auctioneers
wishing to be listed in this column should
send auction catalogues and prices realized
to Gilbert N. Plass atthe address listed on the
inside cover page.

Overprints

By Gilbert N. Plass
Only a moderate amount of Canal Zone
material was offered at auction during the
past quarter. Several rarities sold include a
very fine, never hinged example of the
Thatcher Missing Bridge error, Scott No.
157a, which realized $8500 compared to a
catalogue value of $13,000 at a Kelleher
auction. Kaufman sold a copy of Scott No.
20d, 8 cts double, in pair with normal, for
$1500 compared
to $1285 catalogue.
Kaufman also offered the only block offour of
Scott No. 48 that has been auctioned in six
years (according to my records), for $2000
compared to $3750 catalogue.
In the following list the price realized is
given followed by the catalogue price in
parenthesis as listed in the auction catalogue.
The name of the auction house follows. All
items are unused and without serious defects
unless mentioned otherwise. All prices have
been rounded to the nearest dollar.
Scott No.1, used, $290 ($375) Kaufmann;
1b, CANAL ZONE double, trop. og, $1300
($1750) Kaufmann; 2 + 3 on cover, $1000
Kaufmann; 2d, CANAL ZONE diagonal,
trace og, $350 ($450) Kaufmann; 2a, CANAL
ZONE inverted on cover, $675 Kaufmann;
3a, CANAL ZONE inverted on cover, $475
Kaufmann.

Fig. 2. Transited Panama
Apr. 7, 1934.

Fig. 3. Cristobal,

Copyright 1985
The Canal Zone Study Group

Auctions

Fig. 1. Transited Miguel
Apr. 7, 1934.

on U.S. -

(continued from page 9)
number is 12 mm and below is 11 mm, the
block with plate number 15204 shown in Fig.
1 must be from the LR pane, and the block
with spacings 11 mm above and 12 mm below
the plate number must be from an UR pane
with plate number 15148, as shown in Fig. 2.
To confirm the consistency of the spacing
and validity of this means of identifying UR
and LR plate number blocks, a measurement
from a full sheet (or enough of the right
margin to establish the pane and position) of
the l' (first printing), 2' (first printing), 10',
12' (first printing), or 15' (first printing) of
this series would be very much appreciated.
In addition, this method would very likely
also be applicable to UL and LL panes, but
this point cannot be proven without measurements which show that the spacings are the
same on the left panes as on the right.

The V.S.S. Constitution
By Leonard Lukens
The D.S.S. Constitution was built after the
American Revolution and served in action off
the Barbary Coast of North Africa, and was
in good shape for the war of 1812. In that war
she took on a French built ship captured by
the British by the name of The Guerriere. It
was in this battle that the Constitution
earned her nickname Old Iron Sides when a
gunner aboard the Constitution saw a shot
bounce off of her oak planking, and ex-
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Locks,

Canal,

Apr. 7, 1934.

claimed; "Her sides are made of iron".
Old Ironsides was kept in the Navy as a
training ship after the war of 1812 and was
overhauled several times in the nineteenth
century up to the year 1925. In 1925 Congress
enacted a bill authorizing reconstruction, but
it provided no funds. A nationwide campaign
brought contributions of both materials and
cash. The frigate was reconstructed
and
launched March 16, 1930.
Since a large amount of the money needed
for the reconstruction came from the public,
the Navy authorized an extended cruise of
the Constitution. On July 2, 1931 she set sail
(or sometimes was pulled by other ships) for a
3 year journey up and then down the east
coast of the USA and through the Panama
Canal, and upthe west coast of the USA to the
Pacific N.W. and back through the Canal to
the east coast.
This article will deal with covers that can
be found with Canal Zone cancellations. The
Constitution left Washington D.C. on Dec. 8,
1932 arriving at Cristobal, Dec. 22, 1932. She
was moored starboard side to Pier 9B, at
11:07 p.m. Hand cancels using the killer bars
with the words "Cristobal, Canal Zone",
between the bars were used. All cancels have
the words "U.S. Frigate/Constitution"
in the
circular part of cancel. There are ship covers
known for Dec. 23, but none have been found
for Dec. 24. There are some for Christmas
Day but none for Dec. 26. The frigate Constitution left Dec. 27, at 6:15 a.m., after 4,640
visitors had come on board during her 6 day
stay.

Covers with ship cachets exist cancelled
Colon Panama, Ancon, Pedro Miguel and
other Canal Zone towns. Many Cristobal Dec.
27 cancelled covers were carried on the
frigate to Balboa and back stamped with the
ships cancel using Balboa in the killer. The
Constitution arrived at 3:48 p.m. in Balboa
and was moored starboard side to Pier 16.
The ship cancel was applied that day with
Balboa Canal Zone in the killer bars. Cancels
are known for every day from Dec. 27, 1932 to
Jan. 7, 1933 inclusive except Jan. 2 and 3,
1933. The Constitution set sail at 9:07 a.m.,
Jan. 7, 1933 for her extended west coast visit.
There were 11,110 visitors on board while in
Balboa.
The frigate spent over a year on the west
coast and arrived back at Balboa on April 2,
1934 at 6:08 p.m. She was again berthed at
Pier 16. 2,404 visitors came aboard while she
was there for 6 days. Ship cancels are known
for all six days.
On April 7, at 7:27 a.m. she set sail through
the Canal. On this day the Boy Scouts of the
Canal Zone sponsored a cacheted cover with
the words in the killer of "Transit Ped Miguel
Locks", Fig. 1.
Also, another cancel was used while the
Constitution was making its way through the
Canal. The slogan in the killer bars reads
"Transit of/Panama
Canal", Fig. 2. The
frigate arrived at Cristobal on the 7th at
6:57 p.m. and moored starboard side to Pier
10.
Cancels read "Cristobal,/Canal
Zone" in
the killer bars, Fig. 3. No visitors came on
board and she departed the next day at 6:29
a.m. with sails high for St. Petersburg,
Florida. Cancels are known for April 7th and
8th.

An Unusual

Censored Cover
By Harry A. Metzler
Have you ever received an unusual,
intriguing and thought provoking cover with
a list of questions, that, in effect, requested a
history of the cover?
This occurred
recently
when Julius
Grigore sent this cover to the Censor
Markings Committee. In addition to questioning the use of censor number 59052,
which was not cited in Canal Zone Philatelist, Whole No, 60, p. 17 (1981), as being
used in the Canal Zone, questions were raised
about the absence of either Canal Zone or
Colombian postmarks,
who or what was
Campo Eduardo Pinzon, who applied 59052,
and where the cover could have originated.
This stampless penalty envelope has two
return addresses and no postmark related to
either, a Type T 7 sealing label supposedly
used only in the Canal Zone and placed across
the flaps ofthe envelope in its normal position
to seal an opened end, and handstamp
reading
"THIS ARTICLE
HAS BEEN
HELD/BY THE OFFICE OF CENSORSHIP", and a San Jose, Costa Rica postmark.
The cover in itself provides few clues on
which to trace its history. However, the
problem becomes easier when additional
facts are considered and certain assumptions
are made:

Fig, 1. Censored
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cover to Costa Rica.
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Fig. 2. Back of cover showing
1. One definition of the Spanish word
'Campo' is camp - as in military establishment. This was assumed to be the case.
2. Official mail was not normally subject
to censorship. However, the private use of
penalty envelopes was so wide spread that the
Office of Censorship approved the use of a
hand stamp which was to be applied by only a
few designated persons in each agency for the
sole purpose of certifying that the mail was
indeed official.
3. The examiner had three options when
mail was found to contain objectionable
material. He could excise the objectionable
material. If so doing would mangle the text,
he could have the letter held for a short time
until the information was no longer timely, as
in the case of the sailing date of a vessel, or he
could condemn the letter and hold it for the
duration. When the latter option was exercised, a hand stamp was applied to indicate
the reason for the delay in transmittal. The
hand stamp on the cover is identical to that
used for this purpose in the Canal Zone.
4. The previous article states that the Substation at David, R. de P. used censor
numbers 75014-75060. This was not based
upon official records but was determined by
a review of covers by the Civil Censor Study
Group. Correspondence recently found in the
Archives reveals that the 75000 series,
originally assigned to the Canal Zone, was not
required there or by any other U.S. Censor
Stations, and was given to Costa Rica in June
1944. Nos. 75001-75025 were for the use of a
Mr. Alex Cohen, Second or Third Secretary
and Censor
Liason
Officer with the
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censor

mark

59052,

American Embassey in San Jose, Costa Rica.
75025-75099 were for use by the Costa
Ricans.

Canal Zone

Picture Post Cards
by manufacturers'
numbers & description
for sale.
Send for our list of
pee's, mint & used
stationery, FD's,
flight covers,
obliterators on cover,
also stamps,
mint & used in
singles & multiples.
We also fill want lists.

Give us a try.
Conroy Philatelic Company
P.O. Box 81
West Redding, CT 068960081

5. As in the case of the 75000 series, the use
of numbers 59009-59049 reported in the
previous article was based upon observed
usage and not upon official records. A list of
the Cristobal Station censors and assigned
numbers was also recently found in the
Archives. On Jan. 1, 1944 only the numbers
59001-59048
had been assigned.
The
Cristobal staff peaked at about that time and
it is probable that only one additional
number was required.
6. The Type T 7 device was centrally
printed and distributed
by the Office of
Censorship, seemingly for the sole use of the
Canal Zone Stations as Spanish labels were
used by no other stations. Its earliest known
use was in April 1944.
7. There was a very close and cooperative
relationship between Mr. Cohen, the Office of
Censorship, and the Canal Zone District
Censor. That Mr. Cohen was personally
involved in censoring mail is evidenced by his
recruitment
of examiners in the U.S., the
borrowing
of examiners
and translators
from Balboa, and the assignment
of the
75001-75025 numbers for his use. The Balboa
Station also provided
Mr. Cohen with
unspecified materials and equipment, translation
and examination
services,
and
laboratory examination for secret inks and
codes. These circumstances
are considered
sufficient to warrant an assumption that
censor numbers
above 59050 not being
required by Cristobal were made available to
Mr. Cohen, as was the handstamp reading
"THIS ARTICLE HAS BEEN HELD ..... "
8. All mail was subject to examination
except for diplomatic mail and "official" mail
bearing the certifying
hand stamp. The
carrying or transmittal of messages outside
the regular course of mail was prohibited and
strictly enforced by Customs Officers and
Travelers' Censors who boarded ships and
met airplanes. Mail in diplomatic pouches
was not examined.
9. Examination of mail ceased on Aug. 15,
1945, but action continued for about six
weeks to dispose of condemned mail and to
physically close the stations. Full instructions on the disposal of condemned mail were
not available on Aug. 15 but followed shortly
thereafter.
One possible history of the cover can be
developed
from the above facts
and
assumptions.
A Colombian official from Camp Eduardo
Pinzon located in the town of Tunja in the
Department of Boyaca, Colombia visited the
Cristobal Station between April and June
1944 where he obtained a penalty envelope
containing the return address of that station.
He wrote a letter, enclosed it in the penalty
envelope, addressed it to Mr. Zamora in San

Jose, C.R. Since he was returning

not readily be excised and the letter was
condemned.
The examiner
placed
his
numbers (59052) on the flap and, as it had
been received unsealed, placed a Type T 7
seal across the flaps and sent it to the
condemned
mail repository. It remained
there until after Aug. 15, 1945 when
censorship ceased. Upon receipt of instructions regarding the disposal of condemned
mail,
the cover was stamped
"THIS
ARTICLE HAS BEEN HELD ....
" to
explain the delay and sent to the San Jose
Post Office where it was postmarked Sept.
14, 1945 and forwarded
to Mr. Zamora.
This scenario
is based upon certain
assumptions
which may not be valid.
Comments are invited from postal history
students who think the conclusions reached
are not reasonable or logical.
One thing is certain. The references in the
previous article to the use of the Type T 7
device and numbers 75014-75060 by the
David Substation are in error and should be
deleted. Unfortunately
the devices and
numbers used at David remain a mystery.
The Committee
welcomes
alternate
scenarios, comments on the rationale used,
and any information
that would tend to
reveal the devices and numbers used at
David. They may be sent to H.A. Metzler,
1601 Suffolk Drive, Clearwater, FL 33516.
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HONORING

First Day Covers
By Bradley Wilde
{Continued from last issue}
147. 3' "Panama Railroad" - January 28,
1955.
Postmarks:
Machine Cancel - Ancon,
Balboa, Balboa AMF, Balboa Heights, The
Panama Canal RMS.
Hand Cancel - Gamboa, Margarita.
Cachets: The "First
Published
Train
Schedule", printed in brown, is by an
unknown maker. It is shown in Fig. 32. The
Fig. 33.

Fig.3la.
Fig. 34.
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Colombia
immediately,
he typed his
Colombian address on the cover. The letter
was sent to the American Embassy in San
Jose, C.R. in a diplomatic pouch where, upon
opening the pouch, it was noted the letter did
not contain the approved hand stamp certifying it as being official. It was sent to Mr.
Cohen's office for examination and was found
to contain objectionable material that could
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148. 3' "Gorgas Hospital" - November 17,
1957.
Postmarks: Machine Cancel - Balboa.
Hand Cancel - Balboa.
Cachets: The Smith photo cachet is shown
in Fig. 36. The ink is green. Fig. 37 shows a
cachet by an unknown maker. The ink is
black. Fig. 38 is also by an unknown maker
and the writing is in red ink and the frame is
blue. A C.G. Junior cachet is illustrated in
Fig. 39. The seal of the Canal Zone is in green
and the rest is in black.

149. 4' "S.S. Ancon" - August 30, 1958.
Postmarks: Machine Cancel - Balboa.
Cachets: The black ink cachet illustrated in
Fig. 40 is by an unknown maker. The Smith
cachet shown in Fig. 41 is in black ink (the
ship, frame, and writing) and green ink (the
ocean, sky and words "A Smith Cover").C.G.
Junior's cachet is found in Fig. 42.The frame
and bottom wording is in green while the
inset map is brown.
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Fig. 35.
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Fig. 37.
Fig. 40.
(Continued in next issue. Figures 41 and 42
will be shown there. We apologize for the
incorrect name of the author in the last issue; it
should have been Bradley Wilde.)

Fig. 35a.

Smith cachet, in black ink, is illustrated in
Fig. 33. In Fig. 34 is the C.G. Junior cachet.
The cachet is printed in blue ink. A cachet by
Sanders is shown in Fig. 35. The map is in
blue and the train/writing are in purple.
Fig. 35a is also by Sanders; the writing is
orange and the train/border/FDI are in
purple.

STAMPS AVAILABLE
FOR TRADE
FIRST

DAY

OF

ISSUE

I would like to trade the following
unused C.z. stamps.
Scott

Fig. 38.

B 13,13var.

PANAWA OG-HR-VF. Var NH (Col. 261. Pas. 24)
Carmine surch.

B 13.13var.

C of CANAL Faint (Narrow
OG-F-VF - HM

bar - 1st Ptg.)

Antique Zone LL. TG-F-VF. Pas. 38, accent on
3rd A. Pas. 49, wrong font.
B 19,19a

CANAL antique

B 19, 19b

ZONE antique, TG NH F+ Pas. 38 accent on
3rd A of PANAMA, Pas. 49, P wrong font.

LL. TG F+ pp. LR

PR 20,20a

CANAL antique

B 20, 20b

Zone antique and double lined N. TG HR
F-VF. (Col 39d,k, Pas. 48,58)

B 20,20var.

PAMANA TG HR F-VF Erased writing
selvage plus ABN in script.

BP 84d

OG NH F-VF

TG NH (?) F-VF (Col. 39a)

BK 115c

Complete

J17a

Postage Due doubie HR F

PR J17,J17b

E of Postage omitted,

on

bklt. of 2 panes, Handmade

VF.

HM F, usual S.E.

In return for traded stamps I would like
unused Very Fine copies fo the following C.Z.
stamps: Scott 48,50,52-55, 57,67,70-80,J1-J14.
Also varieties of 22-24.

J.K. MANSFIELD
Box 25327, Georgetown Post Office
Washington, D.C. 20007

Fig. 36.

Fig. 39.

-13-

r

President's Report (continued from page 9)

utilization of the results of the CZSG mail
sales from 1980 through 1984, and the Scott
Catalogue values, during the same period of
time, for a complete unused (used prices
where unused not listed) collection of major
numbers. Through various mathematical
gymnastics, to which I plead ignorance, the
results show that the Linn's U.S. Stamp
Market Index dropped 43 percent while
Gorman's Canal Zone Index rose 40 percent.
Apparently those predictors of doom
regarding Canal Zone philately at the close of
the Canal Zone Postal Service, were dead
wrong - our "dead" country is far from
being in the grave - not even one foot. Not
only do CZSG mail sale results prove this, but
sales of Canal Zone material by the major
auction houses will also back up this statement.
Many thanks to George Gorman for a most
interesting approach to the subject as
covered in his article. As his report was
oriented towards the profit side ofphilately, I
might come up with my ideas (thanks for the
spark, George) on the pleasure side of our
great hobby.
CANAL ZONE &
ALL BACK OF THE BOOK
Mint and Used Covers: Stationery,
HIGHEST PRICES PAID
IMMEDIATE PAYMENT!
OUT OF STATE CALL TOLL FREE

#1-800-221-0155
(718) 326-3302

IN NYS:

METRO STAMP CO. INC.
7520 Metropolitan
Avenue
P.O. Box 157
Middle

Village,

NY 11379
SPA

ASDA
BIA

CZSG

Canal Zone and U.S. Possessions
Photo Postcards and Ephemera
new computer lists
informative newsletters
OUR LISTS ARE FREE
we also carry stamps and postal
photos and documents

history

Discover the beautiful world of photo postcards
from a single piece to an entire fun
PHOTO

POSTCARDS

AND

EPHEMERA

the perfect addition to any CZ collection
PERFORATED
PLATINUM
POB 786
KALAMAZOO,
MICHIGAN
49005
(616) 375-5715
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Winners
We have a nice showing of winners for the
past three months: PETER MINER took the
"Best in Show" award for his Canal Zone
exhibit at THAMESPEX
'84 held at Ocean
Beach Pavilion, New London, Connecticut on
October 20-21, 1984. TOM BROUGHAM
received a vermeil for his "Canal Zone
Airmail Usage 1928-1951," at SUNPEX '84,
held in Sunnyvale, California, on November
10-11,1984. A gold award was won by LEON
BERMAN for his exhibit of "Canal Zone
Covers," at the FERNPEX
'84 show sponsored by the Ferndale
Stamp Club on
December
1-2, 1984.
LAWSON
P.
ENTWISTLE won a vermeil for his "Canal
Zone Precancels" and GARY G. FLATOW
got a silver for his "Postage Used in the Canal
Zone"; both awards were presented at the
ARIPEX '85 show held in Tucson, Arizona at
the Tucson Community Center from January
11-13, 1985.
Our congratulations
to all the winners.

Eugene N. Costales

CZSG Meeting at
ARIPEX '85
The CZSG held an informal meeting at
ARIPEX '85 on January 12,1985, in Tucson,
Arizona. There were ten members and two
guests present and we were treated to a
number of talks from the members including
David Leeds who showed some slides which
included a remarkable U2 entire with head
only on the front and a complete imprint on
the inside.
Compliments
were given to Lawson
Entwistle for his vermeil award on his Sears
Roebuck & Co. precancels. Only three 15page frames, but that shows what can be done
with a small but unusual exhibit.
After an hour and a half of fun, fellowship,
and filately the meeting was adjourned, and
we hope to gather again at ARIPEX '86 to be
held in Phoenix, Arizona.
- RH. Salz

- RH. Salz

The career of Eugene N. Costales was
summed up by James B. Hatcher in the Scott
Stamp Monthly when he stated that "Costales
was widely known as an outstanding editor of
the Scott Catalogues, a philatelic student and
expertizer, and a gentlemanly dealer of the
first rank. His death in November at the age
of 90 stirred memories and an intense feeling
of loss throughout the stamp world."
Costales compiled and edited the first
edition of the Scott Specialized Catalogue of
United States Stamps
in 1923. After
compiling the initial list of all the varieties
listed in this catalogue, he turned the continuing task over to others in 1926 and
became a stamp dealer. In 1955 he rejoined
the Scott editorial staff and helped revise all
the catalogue listings including those of the
United States Possessions. He was always
especially interested in Canal Zone stamps
and even after his retirement I would receive
letters from him adding information about
items discussed in The Canal Zone Philatelist. He will be greatly missed by his
friends.
-

Canal Zone Study Group

Gilbert N. Plass

1984 Financial Statement
Income:

1984 dues: Regular
Contributing

Thank You

$586
470

& Sustaining

1,056 •
Sales: Book - Postal Markings
Publications
Advertising

...•.........•......................

170
336

...................•......................

370
876

Interest
Mail Sale proceeds (see note) .....••...............................
Contributions
....................••.....................

5.470
4,218
131.

Expenses: CZP - printing & postage
Membership. publicity. officers' expenses
Books: Postal JWarkings - Supplement
Books: Stamps of the Canal Zone
AMERIPEX '86 (loan - to be repaid)
Publication reprints .....................•....................
Miscellaneous

3,897··
807
1,650
145
250
149
137

Income over Expenses
Balance. January I, 1984

,

Balance. December

$11,751

.

... 7.035
4,716
60.225

31. 1984 .

Balance, as above

Unrestricted

- RH. Salz

... . 64.941

Net assets, December 31. 1984:
Checking (NOW) Account ...................................•..............................
Certificate of Deposit
Less: 1985 dues received in advance

Reserved for Publication

The updated CZP Index has been printed
and mailed with the first quarter Canal Zone
Philatelist. Gary Weiss has done his usual
excellent job of indexing the past twelve
issues of our quarterly and has added it to the
existing index. This time he has modernized
the operation and all the information has
been put into a computer. Thus in two years
from now when another update will be
prepared it will be a comparatively easy job
to insert the new listings. Our old system of
cutting, pasting, and general fumbling is
now relegated to the gar bage can and we now
are with it! The membership extends its best
thanks to Gary Weiss for an excellent
addition to our Canal Zone stamp collecting
aids.

... $40.362
. .... . 25,000
. .......
(421)
... . 64.941

.

Fund

...................

Amount .

(50,000)
.......

$14.941

Questions and Answers
It has been suggested that our Question
and Answer column be revived from our
early CZPs. It was not continued as the
questions just stopped coming in. We have a
much larger membership now and perhaps

At December 31. 1984. all bills were paid.
* A calendar year basis for reporting dues has been adopted.
•• Includes postage for mailing the Postal Markings Supplement.

CANAL ZONE

Note: Mail Sale No. 13 results:
Lots sold
Payments to vendors
CZSG commission

$81. II I
73,000

(10%)

Proceeds to CZSG

.
..........................................
........................................

Expenses: Printing
Postage ..
Miscellaneous

..
.

..............•............•............

...................

. $8.111

1.503
1.917

Comprehensive Stock Including singles,
plate blocks, FDC's, FFC's, B.O.B.,
stationery, covers and collateral material.
Send For Free Detailed List
Want Lists Services

C & H STAMPS

... 3.893

.. 473 ..

P.O. Box 6248, Teall Station
Syracuse, NY 13217

.. .$4.218
Richard F. Larkin
Treasurer CZSG

-15-

Phone (315) 472-1662
CZSG

APS

USPPS

there would be a demand for such a column.
If you have a question, send it to the Editor.
He will try to find an answer and failing that
publish the question without answer and
hope one of our members can answer it.

prices from way-back-when, I will be pleased
·to report on a fabulous sale - the Wm.
Thorne collection on February 14, 1907 where Scott Nos. 4, 5, 6, 7, and Sin blocksof6
with imprint and plate numbers sold for
$10.25 [$7,000].
- R.H. Salz

Perry Covers
Julius
Grigore, Jr. is compiling
and
collating information about covers sent by or
addressed to J.C. Perry. Perry lived in the
Canal Zone during the first years of the Canal
Zone Postal Service beginning in 1904 and
was in the Philippines before that. Grigore
would appreciate receiving photocopies of
covers to or from Perry and any other information about him including photographs of
Perry. Grigore expects to publish this
information. Send to Capt. Julius Grigore,
Jr., 425 S. Harbor Br., Venice, FL 33595.

Second Time Around
On the last page of Stamps of the Canal
Zone, circa 1917, by William Evans, M.D. is a
short article which I found fascinating and
should astound our readers many of whom
were then babes-in-arms
(I had just been
born). The Scott numbers have been changed
to be in accord with the current Scott Specialized Catalogue, and the current Scott prices
have been inserted in brackets. Read this and
weep! If there is enough interest in auction

~/
,

SUPERB SALE
Send SASE for FREE List
NO.7 of Canal Zone one of a
kind. Includes singles, multiples, plate blocks, booklet
panes, used, BOB, covers.
First Flights, First days, and
stationery,
U.S., supplies.
Something

for everyone

SEND WANT LIST

1916 Auction Quotations furnished by
Mrs. L. W. Kellogg
The file of auction catalogs shows no
startling heights reached by prices on Canal
Zone stamps during the year. Rather few
stamps
have been offered;
the most
pretentious listing is found in the Franklin
Co.'s sale, early in '16, which contained nearly
SO items, arranged according to Colman's
list. Good covers are scarce; O.G. blocks,
showing at least two varieties are most
frequently found.
The following are a few of the prices
realized at various sales, Scott's numbers
being used: No.1, on a piece of cover, brought
$3.60 and $4.10 [each $375]; No.2 and No.3,
on covers, $2.75 [$900]. Of two copies of 3a
sold atone sale, the O.G. brought $7.10 [$500];
the other, on a cover, only $6.70 [$500+++].
The 2d issue, Nos. 4 to S -proves a favorite prices for the set run as high as $2.20, against
$2.95 cat [$427.50]. Doubtless the general
collector thinks himself safely outside the
specialist's realm on these five stamps.
A vert. pair df Nos. 12 and 12 variety (error
"ANAMA") brought $2.65 [$S7]. An interesting item was the 2c rose, No. 11 with an
additional surcharge, inverted of No. 17 [??]
- this, used, sold for $4.60 in N.Y. Back in
'15, an O.G. block of 4 of the Sc on 50c, having
"Canal Zone" inverted (14b) and one stamp
with a variety of the "S", brought $75.00
[$303.50]; No. 22e (lc with double surcharge)
$17.50 [$225]; and No. 23c (2c with double
surcharge) $12.25 [$400]. The 10c yellow in a
block of 4, one stamp having "ZONE" in
antique type (13 & 13b) was high at one sale
bringing $2.00 [$143.50]. Of the later issues, a
horiz. pair, imperforate between, of the lc
(No. 22a) brought only $3.90 [$900]; the same
of the Sc (No. 25a) sold for $7.25 [$500]. Three
copies of No. 3ge have been sold recently the 2c with inverted center. The prices
quoted are $12.75, $15.50 and $21.50 [$600
each] for O.G. copies.

The following C.Z. booklet
panes urgently needed:

Special Delivery

Sc 38b, c
Sc 39f, g
Sc 52b, c & d
Sc 53d
SC SSe
SC 61f
Also buy nice Collections
Accumulations.

and

DEL PARKER
Box 998, Mercer Island, WA 98040

(206) 232-2560

Houston, Texas", the cover being addressed
to that city. The cover is backstamped on Dec.
2 and 3rd, 1913. The owner wonders if anyone
can report an earlier Special Delivery cover.
Advise your Editor if you have one.

Many covers were sent from the Canal
Zone with Special Delivery service to an
addressee in the United States. The special
delivery fee was either prepaid with United
States stamps (making a combination cover
with U.S. and Canal Zone stamps) or beginning in 1954 with Canal Zone stamps handstamped
SPECIAL
DELIVERY
(Canal
Zone Philatelist, Whole No. IS, p. 4 [1971]). A
West Coast collector reports a cover with
Canal Zone No. 39 (perhaps a single from the
handmade booklet pane) and five 2' U.S.
No. 406 stamps making up the 10' Special
Delivery fee. The cover is marked Special
Delivery and is stamped "Fee claimed at

-16 -

Shades of No. C17
Betty Stergion sends covers with the 15'
airmail denomination for the 15th anniversary of the opening of the Panama Canal,
Scott No. C17. One stamp is considerably
darker in shade than the usual light brown
and could be described as dark brown. Are
other examples of this shade known?

Spacing of
Type II Overprint
Gary Weiss reports that he has recently
examined sheets of Scott Nos. 39 and 40 of the
Type II overprint. These are from the second
printing which has a normal spacing of
9Y4mm between CANAL and ZONE. However on these panes the entire sixth vertical
row has the Sy. mm spacing (Pos. 6, 16, 26,
... , 96). The panes also lack the broken 0 at
Pos. 11.

INVERTED
CENTER
CZ #3ge* Extremely Fine, a.G.
Cat. $550 +
Net $500
Same used, Fine + Cent. well clear
at top & left, Neat Ruled Bars
Cancel, with P.F. Cert.
Scarcer than unused
Cat. $550

Net $500

WHAT ELSE DO YOU NEED
IN U.S. POSSESSIONS
Satisfaction or Immediate Refund
Gladly Sent on Approval
with References
Installment Payment Terms
If Desired
(No Interest or Carrying Charges)
JACK E. MOLESWORTH, INC.
88 Beacon Street
Boston, Mass. 02108
SPA
CSA

Phone

(617) 523-2522

APS

CZSG

