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Help the Editor
This report has nothing to do with philately
per se, but is an attempt to help our editor,
Gilbert Plass. Here are some hints to writers
of articles for the CZP. If you follow these
suggestions, it will be of immeasurable help
to our editor as he will not have to retype
articles
which you have submitted
for
publication.
There are a few concrete rules for the
format of articles appearing in the CZP:
Type your articles with double spacing
between the lines, and indent 5 spaces for
each paragraph.
Titles of articles should be in capital and
small letters (see any CZP). Do not underline
title.
Always give the name of a catalog being
referred to: for example, Scott No.4, but
not Scott #4.
Do not divide (hyphenate) words at the end
of a line. Put the whole word on the next
line. It is the typesetter who is in charge of
hyphenating as the length of his lines of type
will not be the same as yours. Incidentally, if
you wish to use a c!l!sl1between two words,
(Continued on page 30)

Meeting Notices
A regional meeting of the CZSG will
be held at ARIPEX '85 in Tucson,
Arizona
on Saturday
afternoon
January 12, 1985. For time of meeting
please check at the show. Details from
Lawson
Entwistle,
10,000 East
Broadway, Tucson, AZ 85748.
A regional meeting of the CZSGwill
be held at RIPEX '85 in Providence,
Rhode. Island on Saturday, April 20,
1985. For time of meeting please check
at the show. RIPEX '85 will celebrate
its 100th anniversary and host the APS
Spring meeting. Details from David J.
Smith, 217 Legion Way, Cranston, RI
02190.

1937 Panagra
Crash Cachets
By Kendall C. Sanford
In the second quarter 1979 issue (whole
no. 51), there was an article on the Panagra
Airlines crash at the Canal Zone on 2 August
1937. The article showed two different
covers, each bearing a four line cachet
read-ing
"Recovered
from/Plane
N.C.
15065/Aug. 3, 1937/Cristobal,
C.Z." In a
follow up on this crash in the fourth quarter
1979 issue (whole no. 53), there is a reference
by Mr. Earl Unruh, who worked for the
Canal Zone Postal Service, to a single cachet.
In the Supplement to Handbook No.5,
"The Postal Markings of the Canal Zone,"
on page 37, there is a different three line
cachet from this crash. The only cover I have
ever seen with this three line cachet is one in

1911 Bliss Letter
Alan Doyle has forwarded the following
letter from Gerald D. Bliss, Postmaster,
Pedro Miguel. Bliss was a philatelist and
member of the A.P.S. He prepared many of
the early Canal Zone covers and saved many
of the errors and varieties. This letter is dated
Jan. 25, 1911 and is merely addressed "Dear
Sir". It should be noted that the 10' on 13c
surcharge, Scott No. 36 has just been issued
on Jan. 14th, eleven days before the date
on this letter.
"The information may have reached you
from another source but if not will say that I
was at the Panama Post Office today and was
advised by the Cashier that the Y.c and 1c and
possibly another value of the new issue will be
placed on sale in February, exact date not
yet given. I was also permitted to see a
specimen of the new stamps mentioned, the
1c is of course identical with the Zone
excepting for surcharge
but the Y:;cis a
departure from the rest of the issue, it being

l'
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C.l,

my crash cover collection, as shown, which is
not an actual crash cover, but is what we in
crash cover collecting call an "Ambulance"
cover. That is a post office envelope in which
badly damaged crash covers are forwarded
to the addressee. Over the years I have seen
quite a number of covers from this crash. The
crash covers have all had the four line cachet
as shown in Mr. Plass' article. The only one I
have ever seen with the three line variety is
my ambulance cover!!!
I would be interested to know if other
members have any actual crash covers with
the three line cachet. Or does anyone know
if the three line cachet was only used on the
ambulance
covers? Photo copies of any
covers with the three line cachet would be
most appreciated.
My address
is 47
Lombardy,
Baie
d'Urfe,
PQ, Canada
H9X 3K9.

of the 'Map' design and identical with the new
Zone 10' on 13c Panama recently issued and
of an orange color.
"At the time these new stamps are placed
on sale Panama Republic will also place on
sale another innovation in the shape of a
stamp book somewhat on the order of those
current in the States only that the Panama
book will have several denominations incorporated, viz., 6 ten-cent, 6 five-cent, 18 two
and one-half cent, 6 one-cent and 12 one-half
cent, six stamps to a leaf and representing a
face value of $1.4 7, the book selling for $1.50.
It was in one of these books that I inspected
the new stamps but upon trying to obtain one
was informed that they would not be issued
until the office was ready to supply the new
stamps in sheet form. It might be worthy
of note that the stamps in book form are
ungummed
and anyone who has handled
stamps from the Isthmus will readily understand the reason, also the covers of the books
and ,interleaves carry the advertisements
of
(Continued on page 26)
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Panama business firms for which I understand they pay $6.00 per annum.
"It might be well to state at this time
that there is no reason to expect that the
Panama stamp of 13c value will ever be
obtainable without surcharge as this stamp
was ordered solely for the Canal Zone."
The Panama booklet panes referred to in
this letter are listed as: Y:;c,Scott No. 195a;
Ie, No. 197b; 2c, No. 198a; 2Y:;c,No. 199a; 5c,
No. 200a; 10c, No. 201a. Scott Nos. 197b,
198a, and 200a are catalogued at $80 for
each booklet pane, while strangely the other
three panes that were bound in the same
booklet are unpriced.

Auctions
By Gilbert N. Plass
Our auction report is very brief, as almost
no Canal Zone material was offered during
the summer season. Only two auctioneers
sent us any copies of prices realized since our
last report.
In this list the price realized is given fol~
lowed by the catalogue price in parenthesis
as listed in the auction catalogue. The name
of the auction house follows, All items are
unused and without serious defects unless
mentioned otherwise. All prices have been
rounded to the nearest dollar.
Scott No. 54, block of 4, fine, $600 ($850)
Siegel; 76, plate block of 6, lh, vf, $850
($600) Siegel; 77,plate block of 8, $400 ($437)

Siegel; C5a (2) in block of 4with two normals,
weak vert. perfs. $150 ($163) Wolffers;
U15, $140 ($200) Siegel.
Addresses of above auctioneers. Please
mention The Canal Zone Philatelist when
writing to them. Robert A. Siegel Auction
Galleries, Inc., 160 E. 56th St., New York,
NY 10022; Richard Wolffers, Inc. 127
Kearny St., San Francisco, CA 94108.
Auctioneers wishing to be listed in this
column should send auction catalogues and
prices realized to Gilbert N. Plass at the
address listed on the inside cover page.

Dallas Stampshow '84
The CZSG had a meeting at the Dallas
Stampshow on Aug. 26, 1984.Twenty people
attended the meeting. David Leeds described
his excellent exhibit of Panama overprinted
stamps. His exhibit is formed around some
rare proofs of the basic Panama stamps used
for the overprinting. He then shows the many
different overprints applied for the Canal
Zonetogether with their errors and varieties.
Gary Weiss discussed his interesting exhibit
of the provisional perforated "P" official
stamps that were used for many years in the
Canal Zone before the overprinted official
stamps were issued. His exhibit shows many
variations of the perforated "P", multiples,
and rare covers carrying these stamps.
Gilbert Plass gave a half-hour I colored
slide presentation showing a number of the
errors and varieties of Canal Zone lstamps.
These are so numerous that he could only
show a sample, but he attempted to illustrate
all of the different types of the errors that
have occurred.

Winners
The Eighth Annual Philatelic Literature
Fair was held in June 1984 at the Cardinal
Spellman Philatelic Museum. A gold award
certificate was awarded the Canal Zone
Study Group and presented to Lawson P.
Entwistle for his book The Postal Markings
of the Canal Zone.

Gernot Stephan of Schleswig, West
Germany received a gold medal for his
"Panama Canal Zone 1924-1979" at the
exposition "SCHLESWIG '84" on June
9,1984.
Congratulations to the winners. I hope our
readers realize that the CZSG has winners
between Japan and West Germany - quite
an area!
- R.H. Salz

Picture Postcard Survey
For the past several years it has become
increasingly evident that many CZSG
members have an interest in the Isthmus
which extends beyond the study of postage
stamps and Canal Zone postal history. Some
of the areas of great interest to many
members are books on the construction
effort; tokens used as money substitutions by
the early residents; medals issued to canal
employees or celebrating one aspect or
another of the canal; stereoptican views; and
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finally, the picture postcards (PPC) depicting
Isthmian life and the giant undertaking of
canal digging.
The many thousands of different PPC
views were prepared by numerous firms
active both on the Isthmus and back home
in the U.S. Taken as a group they offer a
remarkable picture oflife on the Isthm us and
in the Canal Zone in the early years of this
century.
The accumulation and study of these PPC
have captured the imagination of many
members. Some prefer the unused examples
and others search out those which actually
saw postal duty. It goes without saying that
many highly desireable CZ postal markings
have been found on otherwise undistinguished PPC.
A dedicated group of collectors has been
collaborating on a special project to record
as many of these early cards as possible with
the ultimate aim of publishing a list by
maker/vendor. At the present time several
thousand different views by literally dozens
of different vendors have already been
recorded. However, prior to publication the
group would like to inventory other collections in order to list as many titles as is
possible.
If any CZSG member has an accumulation
of CZ/Panama PPC, be it large or small, and
who would like to participate in this project,
it would be greatly appreciated if they would
contact Bob Karrer at Box 6094,Alexandria,
VA 22306 or Brad Wilde at 7640 Provincial,
Apt. 108, McLean, VA 22102. At the present
time the project is restricted to a listing by
vendor and series up to about 1940.The many
real photo type PPC are not being listed at
this time since most are one-time only views.
Instead, the current project is limited to
printed cards only. The cooperation of CZSG
members will be recognized in the list when
it is published.
- Bob Karrer

Thank You
Lawson Entwistle has put together and
published an extraordinary book on Canal
Zone postal markings. This book has been
honored and its quality acknowledged by
many societies and organizations. I wish
to add my praises from an additional
viewpoint.
Lawson is a most appreciative and considerate person to work with. It did not
matter whether or not my submitted material
was new or useful, a quick reply was in
the mail. There was always a gracious thankyou and the items sent for scrutiny were
quickly returned with interesting and
informative comments and explanations
given on all the material.
Sorting material for Lawson to check took
much time and it often put my collections
in a frustrating state of disarray, but it
was all worth-while.
Thank you, Lawson, you made the process
fun and you developed a great book. Best
wishes to you.
- Betty Stergion
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CZ Victory Overprints?
A recent press release from a prominent
auctioneer states that his sale features "Canal
Zone Victory Overprints". These would
indeed be rare items! We presume that he
meant Philippines Victory overprints.

No. UC2a Earliest Use

"PSN" Survey
Included with the First Quarter (1984)
issue of The Canal Zone Philatelist was a
separate form for reporting the "PSN"
perfins used by the Pacific Steam Navigation
Co. A total of 41 replies were received from
Canal Zone Study Group members, including
several who stated that they had none. A
notice was also printed in the magazine of
The Perfins Club and two additional answers
were received from members of that
organization.
One of the surprises was that only two mint
stamps - .were reported out Qfa total of 379.
Blocks of four, as well as covers, are scarce.
Five covers have been reported and the
stamps attached thereon are included in the
totals. An unusual item is the 10' postage
due of the 1932 issue. Why such a stamp
would have a perfin is a mystery.
U.S. Special Delivery stamps, Scott
No. E15, E16 and E17 are also known. These
stamps were available at Canal Zone post
offices in order to obtain this service on
delivery in the United States. Only one each
was reported.
The same "PSN" punch has also been
found on Panama stamp Scott No. 342. Of
further interest is the P.S./N.C. perfin used
on British stamps at their Liverpool office.
The following tabulation lists the total
number of each stamp reported and, in
parenthesis, blocks of four and mint are
noted. Fifty different Canal Zone stamps are
known with the "PSN" punch.
The proportion between regular and air
mail stamps is approximately two to one. The
most recent issue reported is the 3' Gorgas
Hospital oflate 1957.Apparently the practice
was discontinued before the 4' S.S. Ancon
was placed on sale in mid-1958. Perhaps the
company changed to metered mail and the
meter was issued in the name of one of the
steamship agencies, as PSN is not listed as
holding a permit in the CZP, No. 36, and
later issues.
What are the "PSN" stamps worth? One of
our English members states that they are
worth "platinum" over there! I checked the
CZSG mail sales from No.2 to No. 12,which
cover 11years. A total of 89used, in singles or

pairs, one mint stamp, one used block of four,
and one cover have been offered. The used
stamps, including some in less than fine
condition, sold for nearly $800. Scott's
Specialized Catalog (1984) lists these stamps
at slightly less than $45, which may be
overstated because some of the perfins were
sold over 11 years ago when catalog prices
were lower.
The single mint copy of Scott No. C22sold
for $27.50 against to-day's catalog price of
65'; a used block of four of Scott No. 139
realized $22.00 compared to a catalog value
of about 40'. The cover with one copy of
Scott No. C10-went for $82.50, a substantial
price; however, all perfins are rather scarce
on cover.
The figures suggest that the used stamp
with the "PSN" initials is worth, on the
average, about 20-25 times Scott.
It should be kept in mind that the market is
probably rather thin, although the relative
standing of perfins, in general, has improved
in recent years. They are even exhibited from
time to time, yet years ago a perfin was rated
as a damaged stamp and many dealers
destroyed them as unworthy of inclusion
in their stock.
As with any survey of this type, the possibility exists that a large hoard could surface
and then their relative scarcities change
dramatically. Probably the single letter rate,
domestic or foreign, ordinary or air mail,
will continue to be the commoner denominations found.
As a final note, no unreported numbers
were spotted in the mail sales, nor were the
stamps offered included in the above list as
such. Probably some, or all, have been
reported by contributors.
My thanks to the many members, including
those of The Perfins Club, who responded
to the survey.
- Lawson P. Entwistle

Scott No. C5
Julies Grigore reports that he has copies of
Scott No. C5 which show large variations in
the thickness of the numerals "20" of the
surcharge. These include thicker vertical
strokes ofthe "0" and a thicker base ofthe "2".
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Gary Weiss reports that A. Lewandowski
records in Postal Stationery a use of Scott
No. UC2a on Feb. 5, 1929. Our own Check
List reports the earliest known use as Feb. 7,
1929. Actually a member reported a copy
with a Feb. 5th postmark some Yearsago and
the date was changed in my copyof the Check
List, but I seem to have neglected to report it
in The Canal Zone Philatelist. Thus it is not
clear as to whether there are two examples
known with this postmark or if this is anotMr
report of the same cover.
The Scott Publishing Co. informs me that
they are no longer going to list the exact
dates of first use for items such as this which
had no official first day date. They are doing
this, since in their experience earlier
examples frequently turned up in such
situations. They also point out that one
should not speak of a first day in such a
situation, as the actual first day of sale may
never be known and could be before the
earliest reported use.
- Gilbert N. Plass

Attention
Collectors
A catalog
will be sent monthly,
upon request,
for our one of a
kind sales
featuring
United States and
Possessions,
British North America
and the
British Empire.
MAIL REQUESTS TO:
W.W. Duncanson
Box C
Newfane, VT 05345

First Day Covers
By Bradley Wilde
Many thanks to all of the members who
sent new cachets and cancellations that were
not listed in my previous article, The Canal
Zone Philatelist, Vol. 18, p. 19 (1982). The
contributions were very helpful and greatly
appreciated. Please keep sending them.

Hand Cancel - Cocoli.
Cachets: A "First Dayof Issue" handstamp
applied. Figure 7b shows a cachet by an
unknown maker. The ink is black.
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Yz' "Davis" - August 16, 1948.
Postmarks: Machine Cancel - Ancon,
Balboa, Balboa Heights, Balboa Heights
Rollers, Cristobal, Gamboa, Gatun.
Hand Cancel - Cocoli.
Cachets: A "First Day of Issue" handstamp
applied. Figure 7a shows a cachet by an
unknown maker. The ink is black.

136.

"Magoon" - August 16, 1948.
Postmarks: Machine Cancel - Ancon,
Balboa, Balboa Heights, Balboa Heights
Rollers, Cristobal, Gamboa, Gatun, Margarita, Pedro Miguel.
137. 1Yz'

CANAL

Fig. 10.
Cachets: Figure 8 shows the cachet manufactured by Artcraft. The ink is black. Fig. 9
is printed in red ink. I believe that the cachet
may have been privately printed by Judge
Tatelman. The C.G.Junior cachet, printed in
red (frame and lettering) and brown (head of
Theodore Roosevelt), is shown in Fig. 10.Fig.
11 shows a cachet by Bronsky. The bustofTR
is in green ink and the remainder is in purple
ink. The "Make the Dirt Fly" cachet shown in
Fig. 12 is in blue ink. Maker unknown. Fig.
13 shows the cachet printed by Hume (7). The
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ZONE

Comprehensive Stock Including singles,
plate blocks, FDC's, FFC's, B.O.B.,
stationery, covers and collateral material.
Send For Free Detailed List
Want Lists Services
C & H STAMPS
P.O. Box 6248, Teall Station·
Syracuse, NY 13217
Phone (315) 472-1662
CZSG

APS

USPPS

Fig. 14.

Fig. 1. Ancon Post Office.

USS Los Angeles
Fig. 15.

David Leeds points out that a recent
auction has a cover with the regular U.S. 2<
Washington stamp postmarked at Lakehurst, N.J. on Mar. 6, 1931 and addressed to
"Mr. Bruce Cartwright, Honolulu" and
marked in handwriting "via U.S.S. Los
Angeles, Panama, R.P.". The inclosed letter
is headed "United States Fleet/ Patrol Headquarters / Panama R. de P." and the notation
"I'm Senior-Patrol Officer here-witll Fleet.-Am giving this to the Captain ofour dirigible
'Los Angeles' to carry back to Guantanamo,
Cuba then to Lakehurst, where it will be
posted .. ::. No backstamps are mentioned
in the auction catalogue. If there are none,the
above letter would be the only evidence that
this cover was carried on the dirigible "Los
Angeles".

During the recent treaty deliberations a
number of books appeared. This one by
Captain Ryan, USN retired, is the most
scholarly and well-written of those which
opposed the treaties.
The treaties are viewed mostly from the
standpoint of their importance to national
security. The Panama Canal is described as a
maritime choke point which must be totally
controlled by the United States. Ryan
believes that the treaties gave away this
- important asset to adictator wllOwas afiiend
of Castro. The influence on the treaty negotiations of the political climates in the United
States and Panama is thoroughly discussed.
Surely, this book will continue to be read
long after most of its contemporaries which
were unresearched are forgotten.
Before the Five Frontiers: Panama from
1821-1903 by Alex Perez-Venero (New York:

Ocean to Ocean Airmail
and Submarine Service
Fig 16.

ink is aqua. The C.W. George cachet is shown
in Fig. 14. The bust of TR, the wording
"Honoring Theodore Roosevelt", and the
stars are in black ink. The remainder of the
cachet is in red. Fig. 15 is by Sanders. The
bust of TR and the lettering is in red ink and
the map and vista are in green. The cachet in
Fig. 16 is by an unknown maker. The eagle
and the lettering at the bottom are in blue ink
while the bust of TR and the top Canal Zone
are in a reddish brown.
(Continued in next issue)

Ancon Post Office
Through the courtesy of Julius Grigore we
show in Fig. 1, a picture of the Ancon Post
Office.

David Leeds reports that he has the following sample covers for the 1918 Ocean to
Ocean airmail service:
1. Blank Penalty envelope with usual
printing that "This envelope carried subscription to fourth Liberty Loan ... .".
2. Same, but with both postmarks, no
stamps, marked in writing "Sample".
For the 1919 Ocean to Ocean submarine
mail service he has:
1. Penalty envelope with both postmarks,
no stamps.
2. Same, but also marked in writing
"Sample".

Book Reviews
By David Farnsworth
The Panama Canal Controversy: U.S.
Diplomacy and Defense Interests by Paul B.
Ryan (Stanford, California: Hoover Institution Press, 1977) (ISBN 0-8179-6872-5),198
pages, paperbound, $6.95.
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AMS Press, 1978)(ISBN 0-404-16003-4),199
pages, $16.95.
A knowledge of the history of the isthmus
of Panama from its independence from Spain
in 1821 until the American canal building
era is a necessity for understanding the
twentieth-century country of Panama.
Panama before 1904 becomes a great and
intriguing unknown to someone who has
read the literature in English about Panama.
The fact that Panama was a separate entity
from Columbia in geography, economy, and
attitude is generally accepted. But, the
exact nature of the country usually is not
clear in most treatments.
This is a history of Panama including its
internal affairs and struggles with Bogota
from which it was governed. Part of that
story is the building of the railroad, the
French canal attempts, and the Thousand
Days' Civil War. The impact of these events
on Panama is the important thing here, They
are significant for an understanding of
subsequent developments.
Incidentally, the author's five frontiers
are the borders with Costa Rica, Columbia,
(Continued on page 30)

Secretary's Report
Alfred R. Bew
29 S. South Carolina Ave.,
Atlantic City, NJ 08401
Do Please Pay Your Dues
What again! Yes, another year has just
about been completed and once again it is
time to open your check book. Hear ye, hear
ye, PLEASE put that check in the mail
NOW! That is, unless you have already done
so.

This report is as of September 1, 1984,and
we have 870 members - all in goodstanding.
Comparing this figure with the 1983total we
find that there are 17fewer members, but my
prediction is 900 plus on the membership
roll by September 1, 1985. I shall try :tnd
remember to check this prediction one ye"ar
hence.
The holiday season will be upon us when
you read this. To all our members may you
enjoy a very Happy Holiday time, and a very
Happy New Year - and again, may I say
that it has been my pleasure to serve you
these many (17) years.

President's Message (Continued from page 25)

alert the typesetter by putting TWOhyphens
between the words.
Book titles should be underlined - that
way they will appear in italics. Never use
quotation marks around a booktitle - quotation marks should enclose a quotation taken
from a book. If you wish to add a remark
within a quotation it is correct to use brackets
[ ], not parentheses ( ). It is the author of
the quoted article who puts parenthetical
phrases into his article.
Should you be using a misspelled word, for
example, you are describing a postmark with
a CHRISTOBAL cancellation, it is necessary
that you put (~ic)after the misspelled word,
otherwise someone will most likely correct
the spelling and thus what you attempted to
convey on paper comes out incorrectly.
As to photographs: please attempt to have
them made against a black background.
(Photocopies of stamps and covers do not
reproduce well so please try to avoid using
that form of reproduction). Should you not be
able to provide a photograph with black
background, our editor will be happy to
photograph your item if you will send it to
him. By looking at a copy of the CZPyou will
see that the abbreviation Fig. is used instead
of Figure; of course, if the word figure begins
a sentence then it should be spelled out.
Should you wish to emphasize a word you
have two choices: if you will under line a word
or words it will turn out in print in italics; or
you might wish to capitalize the entire word.
I hope those ofyou writing for the CZPwill
try to follow the above suggestions as it will
be a great help to our editor. Thank you.

*

*

*

*

*

*

Back burner news: Gary Weiss has put the
CZP Index into the computer and the index

should be mailed with either this edition of
the CZP, or the first quarter edition for
1985. I also have seen the manuscript copy of
the Canal Zone postal stationery catalog; so
you now know it is in the works and will be
published in the near future. As for the
"book" we are hard at work on it.
This year will be about ended when you
receive this copyofthe CZPso now is the time
to extend greetings for a Happy Holiday
season and an exceptional 1985.

possessed its own culture and had its own
problems. This book stresses the American
canal building era.
However, this poorly and carelessly
written book does not do the subject justice.
It is stylistically terrible and is full of
typographical errors and misprints. The text
is actually short, since it is printed from
typed copy with a wide margin at the bottom
and 157 pages are appendics of documents,
tables, and retyped letters.
Even with these negative aspects, and with
another being the author's clear lack of
detachment, the fact that it is virtually
unique among books in print in English on
this subject makes it an important contribution to the Panama Canal section of one's
library: This book would be a good starting
point for a much needed, in-depth study of
these people who have been, on the whdle,
lost in our history.
Philippe Bunau- Varilla: The Man behind
the Panama Canal by Gustave Anguizola

(Chicago: Nelson-Hall, Inc., 1980) (ISBN
0-88229-397-4),472 pages. $27.95.
This book serves two purposes. It is a
history of the Panama Canal and a biography
of Philippe Bunau- Varilla.
The history takes most of the text and
concentrates on the French era through 1904.
The facts reflect those presented in BunauVarilla's writings on the subject.
Bunau- Varilla is the author's hero. Consequently, this is not a balanced or critical
analysis of Bunau-Varilla. The book discusses his public image but not his private
life. Although the author met Bunau-Varilla
and interviewed his relatives, we learn
almost nothing of him except his public
triumphs.
Bunau- Varilla did outstanding work on
the French canal efforts. He was a prime
mover in the Panamanian revolution of 1904
and influenced the United States' choice of
the Panamanian route. All of this is in most
treatments of Panama Canal history. It is less
well known that Bunau- Varilla was involved
with newspaper publishing and with the
Dreyfus case, lost a leg in World War I,
and invented a water purification process.
He lived until 1940.
Philippe Bunau-Varilla remains a very
mysterious person although much has been
written about him. He wrote extensively on
his own exploits and successes with the
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and the two sides of the Zone,and the United
States' presence.
This is a well-written book and is highly
recommended.
The West Indian in Panama: Black Labor
in Panama, 1850-1914 by Lancelot S. Lewis

(Washington, District of Columbia: University Press of America, Inc., 1980) (ISBN
0-8191-0877-4), 271 pages, paperbound,
$12.00.
The topic of this book has been neglected in
the literature. From earliest times blacks
came (or were brought) to Panama as
laborers and were assimilated. Each group
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station in a war zone threw the officers
in daily intimate contact with other naval
officers who were actively engaged
in
positive contribution to the war effort. The
younger officers being eager to "get into the
action" thus became tremendously
dissatisfied
with their negative
work of
censorship and there was a resultant injury
to morale. There was a relatively small labor
pool in this area whose limited supply was
1. Citizens of the Republic of Panama
rapidly depleted by the evacuation of Army
must present their cedulas.
and Navy dependents.
2. Members of the Armed forces of the
Despite the many early misunderstandings
United States must present their military
and difficulties during the first year of the
identification cards. Officers and men of the
war, the organization adequately conquered
United States Navy must present letters of
them. CPA was guilty, as well as all America,
by Harry A. Metzler
permission from their commanding officers
of being woefully unprepared.
{Continued from last issue}
to send cable or radio-telephone
calls.
Throughout the six months period from
Personnel of all the stations was checked
Enlistmen of the Army must do likewise.
July 1 to December 31, 1943, the total
and approved by the Panamanian Govern3. Panama Canal Employees must present
personnel of this station remained consisment as well as the office of the United
their IC cards.
tently around 108. The complement averagJd
States Cable and Radio Censor. The identity
4. Others must present some positive
18 officers, 49 enlisted men and from 41-45
of all performers, new speakers, sponsors,
civilians. In September to November most of
means of identification such as a passport
etc., was carefully checked by the American
or cedula, an immigration
card, leave or
the enlisted men who had been on duty at this
Censors. Neither the Panamanian
Governliberty pass, proof of residence, etc.
station for eighteen months or longer were
ment nor the American National Censor
5. Government messages must be properly
detached by orders from Washington. By
Office maintained
representatives
at the
and large the men were transferred because
authenticated
by the seal or stamp of the
stations themselves because of the lack of
government concerned.
they had requested transfers, and the men
6. Commercial
messages from business
personnel and the fact that the programs
who had replaced them from continental
concerns must be authenticated
by the
appeared
to be well monitored by the
stations generally had asked for duty in
Panamanian
Censors. An officer from the
signature of a recognized official of that
Panama.
This policy of permitting
the
company of which our office had lists.
American Censorship Office, familiar with
transfer of men after eighteen months duty
7. Press messages must bear the signature
broadcasting
technique, made a survey of
in this area and sending replacements who
of the recognized correspondent
and be
the situation
relative
to broadcasting
were anxious for duty here was a great
duly released by the proper authorities.
security daily.
boost to the morale of this station and proved
The outstanding problem in the beginning
In cooperation with the U.S. Censor, the
to be a very wise policy.
and the one which was responsible for
Transportation
of naval and civilian
Office of Radio and Press Censorship of
- -emllloYBes-was-a-prohlem:--T-his was duetothe
--Panam-afurniShea
copies of arlnew scripts,- - -ab-ol'tive-confusi"on-when-cahle-censorshipbegan, was that of the lack of authority for a
programs and "spot" announcements to be
fact that transportation
facilities in the Zone
broadcast in the Republic twenty four hours
peacetime
organization
of Censorship to
were not very well developed and the fact
work out a program for the war. This
in advance, and these were carefully checked
before release.
stemmed
from government
policy and
therefore could only be solved by those who
It was the policy of this office to keep
had the responsibility for that policy.
abreast
of the political
and economic
All principal problems of censorship arose
situation in nearby countries. In Costa Rica
in the first few months and these were largely
it was possible to work out a system of partial
censorship and the acquisition of informabecause of improper preparation. The library
and Flash Index did not arrive until several
by manufacturers'
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or no knowledge of how the Chief Cable
numbers & description
is..,,,,••n
Censor's Office was being operated.
for sale.
Despite our lack of information as to the
general policies in Washington in the first
Send for our list of
6 months, the liason officer was agreeably
pee's, mint & used
surprised to find on his visit to the Washington office in September,
1942, that the
stationery, FD's,
policies and ideas of the Chief Cable Censor
flight covers,
were followed. Many of the other stations
had the questionable advantage of constant
obliterators on cover,
teletype communication
with Washington;
the same objective was accomplished
in
also stamps,
approximately the same manner even though
& used in
mint
more slowly.
Of the junior officers, it was a distinct
singles & multiples.
disadvantage
to have young
officers,
absolutely untried and completely "green".
We also fill want lists.
Another difficulty arose from having officers
sent that were too young. While youth and
Give us a try.
aggressiveness
was necessary, a man who
was only a few weeks out of college with no
Conroy Philatelic Company
business or professional experience whatsoP.O. Box 81
ever did not possess the judgement
and
maturity
necessary
for intelligence
West Redding, CT 068960081
censoring. Furthermore,
the location of this
Panama Canal. This author accepts without
evaluation all that Bunau- Varilla presented.
One might as well read Bunau- Varilla's own
words as this book, but unfortunately all of
his books are out of print. This is a nice book,
but it is a disappointment
since it does not
contribute any new insights into this very
interesting personality.

tion. The general policy, outside of specific
censorship duties, was somewhat different
than in the states. Unique in the station was
the system of identification of senders and
receivers of cable and telephone traffic.
Because of the military situation and the
large num ber of transients at the "cross roads
of the world", such a method had to be
devised. The following set of rules operated:

Cable and Radio Censorship
in World War II
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that the main office was located at some
distance from the field stations in Panama
and from the Naval Reservation where the
officers and men were quartered. In addition,
the transportation difficulties were aggravated by the station wagons being constantly
in need of repairs and the lack of adequate
repair facilities in the area.
During the last few-months of 1943 there
was considerable increase in cable traffic.
This increase was in excess of 1,000messages
a week over' the corresponding period of
the previous year.
In August, 1943, this station receiveq
copies of the "Cable and Radio Censors
Handbook". It proved very satisfactory
as an aid to the censors, who found it much
easier to perform their censoring duties with
this ready-reference guide.
In the Radiotelephone Department there
were considerable changes during the last
half of 1943. During this period radiotelephone traffic showed a 20%increase over
the same period in 1942. In spite of the
general increase, the number of English
business calls fell off considerably. This
was due to the completion of large military
projects in this area. U.S. Government
traffic remained about the same and Spanish
traffic was on the increase.
In August, 1943, this office began broadcast monitoring of Panamanian stations.
This activity was not one of the assigned
functions of this station and was voluntarily
assumed only for the purpose of assisting
in the general war effort. The monitoring
done was spot monitoring as there were seven
stations and only one at a time could be
covered.
Progress was made for the first time in
requiring the broadcasting stations to
prepare and submit their programs prior to
broadcast and to follow the prepared script.
Also certain objectionable programs which
were contrary to regulations were taken off
the air. The stations as a whole were far more
careful then previously because they realized
they were being watched. U.S. security
agencies were informed in detail regarding
the trend of the broadcasts, both from
political and propoganda standpoints. Much
was accomplished to eliminate the possibility
of subversive elements' using this medium
to carry out their objectives.
Efforts were made to have a more comprehensive review of all cable and radio-
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telephone traffic and to furnish the Chief
Cable Censor, and the local intelligence
agencies with more material of interest. In
the matter of distribution to local agencies,
a very close liason was set up with these
agencies and their needs were better understood and met. The Assistant Chief of Staff,
G-2, PCD, members of the American
Embassy, Panama, The Commandant and
the District Intelligence Officer, 15ND, all
on various occasions have expressed their
appreciation of the material being furnished
and have indicated it being very useful in
their work.
Not only was more intelligence material
furnished these various local agencies, but
also efforts were made to obtain from them
intelligence contained in their files which
would tie in' with the traffic of cable
and radiotelephone users. One of the chief
petty officers assigned to the Information
Department was introduced to the various
intelligence agencies and arrangements
made for him to have complete access to their
files. Efforts were also made to collate and
forward this intelligence to the Digest
Section and to the Technical Operations
Division of the Office of Censorship.
The picture as to the field stations at
Puerto Armuellas, Almirante, and Bocas del
Toro, R de P. did not materially change
during this period. The officers kept the local
security agencies informed of political and
subversive activities in these areas and
prepared special monographs covering the
country, people, business activities, etc.,
for use of the District Intelligence Officer.
Around the end of July 1943, one of the
officers at this station was assigned to Costa
Rica to act as CensOl;ship Liason Officer
there. Later this officer was detached from
CPA and the Costa Rican liason organization
was placed directly under the Direc~r of
Censorship.
Relations with Officina de Censura de
Guerra, Republic of Panama, was pleasant
and efforts made at all times to consult with
them on problems of mutual concern and to
consider their feelings and interests.
From January 1 to July 1, 1944,Cable and
Radio Censorship in Panama and the Canal
Zone operated smoothly. There was an
immediate cessation of dissemination to
the British Legation and a decrease in the
information submitted to the American
Embassy.
Radiotelephone traffic showed a decrease
of approximately 10%in volume, a situation
which was anticipated due to the reduction
of personnel in this area, both military and
civilian.
Steps were taken to provide for better
control of messages filed and telephone
calls made by Armed Forces personnel. A
uniform policy for handling overseas radiotelephone calls by Army personnel was
worked out in cooperation with the Panama
Canal Department and an order was issued
by the Department Commander requiring
an Army Unit censor's approval on all such
calls, the operating company required Naval
personnel to make a notation following the
signature as to whether the sender was based
ashore or afloat. If he was based ashore, the
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sender gave his Navy number; if afloat, the
word "afloat" was set forth, without disclosing the name of his ship. This was in
addition to the required Navy's censor stamp
and initials.
The problem of providing transportation
for naval and civilian personnel, which was
a constant source of "headaches" at CPA, was
eliminated when the new Dodge carryall was
received in May.
During the last half of 1944, various
changes were made to permit more efficient
handling of the traffic with reduced
personnel.
The Operations Department underwent a
major reorganization,
resulting in a
substantial reduction in the number of
personnel required in the censoring and
filing of cable messages.
The principal reduction in personnel came
about by changing the system for filing of
messages. The new system required one
indexer, four carders, one Ditto operator
and one file clerk; while the old system
required twenty-four file clerks and two
Ditto operators. In July, 1944, 101,206 Ditto
copies were made from 34,055 messages. In
December, 1944, 10,998 Ditto copies were
made from 44,206 messages.
For reasons of security the Radiotelephone
Department files were moved from Panama
City to the main office. Alsoradio monitoring
activities and the reviewing section of this
department were established in the Balboa
office.
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