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President's Report

Richard H. Salz
60 Twenty-seventh Ave.,
San Francisco, CA 94121
It was my pleasure to have been relieved
from writing this column for the 1st quarter
CZP. My sincere thanks to Richard Bates for
his timely and thoughtful article and also for
his kind words directed at the various
personnel involved in running the CZSG. He
will be called on again, and in the meantime
should any of our members wish to contribute
a column please let me know.
By the time this report is in your hands you
most likely (?) will have received the supplement to Lawson Entwistle's "The Postal
Markings of the Canal ZONE." This will be
the final publication on postal markings in
- this format - future information will be duly
reported in the Canal Zone Philatelist. Read
the ARIPEX MEETING article for additional honors heaped on Lawson during that
stamp show.
The U.S. Postal Stationery Society has
started putting together the catalog for
Canal Zone postal stationery. This edition
will be a huge assist to those CZSG members
who delve into knives, dies, watermarks, and
corner cards as well as those of us who do not
get so involved. The CZSG has requested
approximately 900 copies of this publication
and it is the intention of the Executive
Committee and the Board of Directors that
each
CZSG member
will receive
a
complimentary copy.
As is well known, good intentions do not
always materialize on time. I am talking
about the CZP Index which is now overdue,
but if plans work out the index might be
included with this edition of the CZP, or the
next! You might like to know that by mailing
it this way we are saving approximately
$325.00 in postage, plus the address labels
and the envelopes; plus saving your president's wife and your president a lot of boring
work: collating, stapling, stamping, labeling,
and stuffing! This is all coming about due to
the excellent rapport between our facilities
in Tucson, Arizona - Lawson Entwistle. Owl
Printing Company and the U.S. Post Office.
Will be with you again in three months
unless I have a friend out there who would
like to write this column???

Second Quarter,

Some Official Cachets
From The Canal Zone
The Canal Zone Postal Service produced
and distributed
to the several post offices
cachets to honor certain events. Some of these
are listed by Plass in the Canal Zone Philatelist, Whole No. 34, p. 4-5, 1975. During
some research on the files stores at the
Agency Records Center at Diablo, several
additional ones were noted; however, those
described below do not represent all of the
official cachets.
NAVY DAY. A special cachet was made
by the CZPS and one rubber stamp was delivered to the post office at Coco Solo, Fort Amador and Rodman (Fig. 1) for useonlyon Navy

OCTo~eR U
.9.4~
Fig. 1.
Day, October 27,1948. The postmasters were
ordered to return the rubber stamp to the
Director of Posts on October 28, 1948.
CARNAVAL
DE LA CONCORDIA.
All postmasters received a special rubber
handstamp cachet with instructions to use it
on all mail addressed for delivery in Canal
Zone or Panama on each Wednesday and

Meeting Notice
There will be a regional meeting of
the CZSG at STaMpsHOW
84 in
Dallas, Texas on Saturday August 25,
1984 in the afternoon. Check exact
time at meeting.
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Whole No. 71

1984

Friday from February 2 through 18, 1949,
and daily from February 21 to March 1, 1949.
This circular double circle cachet is shown in
Fig. 2.

Fig. 2.

Fig. 3.
FIRE
PREVENTION
WEEK. Postal
Circular No. 988 concerns the delivery and
use of a rubber handstamp cachet for Fire
Prevention Week. The cachet should not be
confused with the machine
cancelation
(Continued

on page JO)

REMINDER
Mail Sale No. 13
This is to remind those of you
wishing to place material
in the
thirteenth
CZSG mail sale that the
deadline for the receipt of lots is July
14, 1984. Please send via registered or
insured mail to:
George W. Stilwell
Rt. 1, Box 387-A
Fair Play, S.C. 29643

The Canal Zone Philatelist
(ISSN 0746-004 X)
A.P.S. Affiliate No. 42
Gilbert N. Plass, Editor
P.O. Box 9973
College Station, Texas 77840
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above.
Copyright 1984
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Auctions
By Gilbert N. Plass
This report covers auction prices received
for sales that took place from October 1983 to
January
1984. Very little Canal Zone
material was sold at auction during this
period.
Three rarities were sold by Kaufmann.
Scott No. 27a, horizontal pair, one without
overprint, with usual tissue adherence, only 4
copies known, was a bargain at $1250 ($1750
catalogue). No. 40a with the wrong portrait,
used, small corner crease, perfs. cut design,
only 9 copies known, was sold for $3250
($5500). No. 60a, horizontal pair, rightstamp
with CANAL double, tropical og, only 10
copies known, sold for $1000 compared to the
$900 catalogue price.
In the following list the price realized is
given with the catalogue price in parenthesis
as listed in the auction catalogue. The name
of the auction house follows. All items are
unused and without serious defects unless
mentioned otherwise. All prices (except some
under $10) have been rounded to the nearest
dollar.
Scott No.1, trop. og, $425 ($375) Siegel;
Nos. 9-14, 16-20, plus No. 18 with 15 mm
PANAMA. $210 ($256) Siege]; 19, f, $40
($55); 31-35, f-vf, $65 ($76) Kenedi; 36b, "10
cts" omitted, $125 ($150) Siegel; 46a, ovp.
reading down, f, $200 ($300) Siegel; 57, sl.
trop. og, $170 ($250) Siegel.
Scott No. 99, pI. bl. of 4, $150 ($175) Schiff;
120-135, $75 ($109) Superior; 136-140, panes
of 100 $110 ($322) Schiff.

Scott No. C25a, pair imperf. vert., perfs
cut, $375 ($550) Siegel; C27-31, 20 sets, $210
($262); COl-7, $75 ($101) Superior; COlI,
used, $50 ($60) Superior.
Scott No. J3, f, trop og, $230 ($425) Siegel;
J12-14, hr, $250 ($405) Siegel; U3, used, $300
($400) Superior; U6, Gatun, July I, 1924,
FDC, $600 Kaufmann;
UX6, used, $550
($500) Superior; May 15, 1930 card from
Cristobal
to Lakehurst
and then Graf
Zeppelin to Germany with US No. C13 and
CZ 10· and 20· airs, $1100 Wolffers.
Addresses of above auctioneers. Please
mention The Canal Zone Philatelist
when
writing to them. Auctioneers wishing to be
listed should send catalogues and prices
realized to Gilbert N. Plass at the address
listed on the inside cover page. John W.
Kaufmann, Inc., 1522 K St., N. W., Washington, DC 20005; Peter Kenedi, Inc., 755 W. Big
Beaver Rd., Suite 122, Troy, MI 48084;
Jacques C. Schiff, Jr., Inc., 195 Main St.,
Ridgefield Park, NJ 07660; Robert A. Siegel
Auction Galleries, Inc., 160 E. 56th St., New
York, NY 10022; Superior Stamp and Coin
Co., Inc., 9301 Wilshire Blvd., Beverly Hills,
CA 90210; Richard
Wolffers, Inc., 127
Kearny St., San Francisco, CA 94108.

New Third Class Permit
A letter from Canal Zone dealer J. Conroy
of The Conroy Philatelic Company, P.O. Box
81, West Redding, CT 06896, informs us of a
new third class permit. Please add this latest
find to the list which appeared in CZPWhole
No. 43, pg. 13: YMCA WORLD FELLOWSHIP
OF PRAYER,
P.O. Box 5096,
Cristobal, Canal Zone - Permit No. 106.
The listing referred to concluded with
Permit No. 103 so we now have a gap - can
any of our members give us the names of
possible permit holders Nos. 104 and 105.
Many thanks to J. Conroy for this information. It is most pleasing to have interested
members follow-up on an article written way
back in 1977.
-

R.H .. Salz

Stamp Market Tips
John G. Ross has a weekly column called
"Stamp Market Tips" in "Stamps" magazine.
In a recent column he wrote: "The U.S. Canal
Zone became history when it was given back
to Panama in September 1979. For the stamp
collector, issues of the 'Zone' always have
been popular, especially the early issues overprinted hastily on stamps of Panama; these
show a wealth of varieties. Studying these
varieties can give the collector untold hours
of pleasure and relaxation, and as more and
more varieties are discovered, it can be quite
profitable. Some of the more recent issues
have become difficult to find, and are due for
a substantial
increase
in price.
A
particularly difficult stamp to find is the 15cent Air Mail, Scott number C32, issued in
November 1961 to honor the U.S. Army
Caribbean School for Latin America in Fort
Gulick. A total of 560,000 stamps was issued.
It was on sale at the Canal Zone as well as in
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Washington
for several months, but the
'Zonians' used up quite a few of these stamps
on their letters home to the States, and as a
result, today this stamp has become hard to
find. (Editor's note: Canal Zone stamps were
never on sale in Washington by the government. They could be ordered by mail from the
Canal Zone Philatelic Agency at Balboa
Heights, Canal Zone.) Scott for 1984 lists it
for $1.75 in the U.S. Specialized and $1.50 in
Part I, 1984. More and more buy ads for this
stamp have appeared recently offering $1.00
per stamp. Try to find a well centered single,
and if possible a plate block of this issue
soon."

Some Official Cachets (Contimwdfrom
page 9)
slogans that were used annually from 1960
onwards. The cachet was to be. used on all
ordinary
mail addressed for delivery in
Canal Zone or Panama dispatched between
October 8 and 12, 1951. Red ink was recommended. The handstamp was to be returned
to the Director of Posts on October 13. No
examples were found in the files.
TIVOLI HOTEL. The 50th Anniversary
of the Tivoli Hotel (Guest House) was celebrated on November 15, 1956, and a cachet
was issued to all postmasters to be used on all
First Class and Air Mail dispatched on that
day. (Fig. 3). Red ink was recommended,
although usually a magenta shade was used
but blue is also known.

OPENING

DAY

NEW POST OFFICE
CURUNDU,
CANAL ZONa
Fig. 4.
OPENING
DAY - CURUNDU AND
RODMAN POST OFFICES.
For opening
day at these two post offices - September 1,
1943 and February
1, 1946 - identical
cachets, except for the post office name, were
issued and used on all mail that day only (Fig.
4).
- L.P. Entwistle

Misplaced Vignette
An example of the postal card Scott No.
UX4 with a sizeable displacement
of the
black vignette is reported by Julius Grigore,
Jr. The stamp portion ofthe card is shown in
Fig. 1.

A
NTE

>
~
c....

Fig. 1. Scott No. UX4, misplaced

vignette.

Third Series of 1904

Pos. 82. The top left serif of N2 is broken
off (or is at an angle on some copiel3)and the E
is broken at the top on some copies (Fig. 56).
N2, E (8).

By Gilbert N. Plass
(Continued from last issue)
Pos. 69. The A2 has two breaks along the
left diagonal stroke. The 0 has a small nick
on the outside of the letter at upper right. The
E has a break at the top (Fig. 47). A2, 0, E.

Fig. 51. Pos. 74.
Pos. 78. There is a small break near the
bottom on the left vertical stroke of N2 (Fig.
52). On some copies there is a break near the
top of the C. C (8), N2 (8).

Fig. 56. Pos. 82.
Pas. 83. The left diagonal stroke is broken
near the top of A2 (Fig. 57). A2.

Fig. 47. Pos. 69.
Pos. 70. The Al has a break on the left
diagonal stroke just below the cross bar. The
top right serif of the L is missing (Fig. 48).

AI, L.
Fig. 52. Pos. 78.
Pos. 79. There is a small break near the
center of the left vertical stroke of Nl (Fig.
53). N1.

Fig. 57. Pos. 83.
Pos. 84. The bottom part of the left diagonal stroke of A2 is deformed, the stroke is
bent to the right and the left serif is missing
(Fig. 58). A2.

Fig. 48. Pos. 70.
Pos. 72. There are four broken letters for
this position. The NI has two breaks in the
left vertical stroke. The Z has a break at the
top. The 0 has a small break at the bottom.
The N2 has a break near the top of the left
vertical stroke (Fig. 49). NI, Z, 0, N2.

Fig. 53. Pos. 79.
Pos. 80. Part of the right tip of the serif at
the top right of N2 is broken off (Fig. 54). On
some copies the right tip of the top serif of L is
missing. N2, L (8).

Fig. 58. Pos. 84.
Pos. 87. The letters ON are dropped
appreciably below the Z and E on some copies
(Fig. 59). Very few examples are recorded.

Fig. 49. Pos. 72.
Pos. 74. There is a small break near the
center of the left vertical stroke of NI as
well as a small nick on the diagonal stroke
(Fig. 50). Some copies show a break in the C
at the top and below the center (Fig. 51).

Nl, C (S).

Fig. 50. Pos. 74.

Fig. 54. Pos. 80.
Pos. 81. There is a break just below the
cross bar in the left diagonal stroke of Al and
two small breaks in the top horizontal stroke
of E (Fig. 55). AI, E.

Fig. 55. Pos. 81.
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Fig. 59. Pos. 87.
Pos. 89. The 0 is broken at the top (Fig.
60). O.

Fig. 60. Pos. 89.

Pos. 91. The left bottom of N1 on some
copies has an unusual appearance as too
much ink prints around the right part of the
serif and the left part is either missing or has
a break (Fig. 61). N1 (S).

Fig. 65. Pos. 96.
Pos. 98. There is an easily seen break on
the E with a large part of the lower horizontal bar missing (Fig. 66). E.
Fig. 61. Pos. 91.

Pos.92. An easily seen break is on A2 with
part of the lower left of the letter missing on
some copies. The extreme lower left part of
the letter prints onlyas a dot (Fig. 62).A2 (S).

Fig. 1. Scott No. U2. Smeared frame.
Fig. 66. Pos. 98.
Pos. 100. There are two small breaks: at
the top left of the 0 and at the top of the left
vertical stroke of N2 on some copies (Figs. 67
and 68). 0, N2 (S).

Fig. 62. Pos. 92.
Pos. 94. There is a small break just above
the horizontal bar in the left diagonal stroke
of A2 (Fig. 63). A2.
Fig. 67. Pos. 100.

Fig. 63. Pos. 94.
Fig. 68. Pos. 100.
Pos. 95. There is a small break near the top
of the 0 (Fig. 64). O.

Albrook Field

FIg. 64. Pos. 95.
Pos. 96. The bottom left part of A2 is
broken off with the left part of the serif
completely missing (Fig. 65). A2.

A copy of an Order ofthe Secretary of War
has been supplied by CoLBill Uhls and Alan
Doyle. It is dated Nov. 11, 1924 at Washington and states "The Balboa Fill Landing
Field, Canal Zone, is designated as 'Albrook
Field' in honor of First Lieutenant, Frank P.
Albrook, Air Service, who died September
17, 1924. from injuries received in an
airplane accident August 12, 1924 at
Chanute Field, Ill."
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Smeared Copies of No. U2
Several examples of the 2' envelope Scott
No. U2 have been reported with the carmine
frame smeared to various degrees. The most
extreme example yet reported is shown in
Fig. 1 through the courtesy of Richard H.
Kraemer. Can any member enlighten us as to
whether these varieties are due to poorly
wiped plates or did the smearing occur while
the ink was still wet on the envelope.

MacN eil Lehrer
Transcripts
Between August 1977 and June 1979 the
public television program The MacNeilLehrer Report featured seven shows about the
new Panama Canal treaties.
Each of these shows had at least one U.S.
congressman as a guest. Also, the first show
had Juan Stagg, Panamanian ConsulGeneral, and the last one had Carlos LopezGuevara, Panamanian Ambassador.
Transcripts of these sJ10wsare still available from MacNeil-Lehrer Report, Box 345,
New York, New York 10101.for $2.00 each.
The shows are designated by their library
numbers which are 481 (Stagg), 493. 543,
618, 644, 667, and 960 (Lopez-Guevara).
- David Farnsworth

WANTED - For publication in forthcoming book, photographs, slides or
postcards, depicting old ruins in Portobelo, San Lorenzo and Old and New
Panama City. Credit for their use will
be given to those assisting me in this
endeavor. Please contact Art Tolp Sr.,
P.O. Box 2073, Fort Myers, FL 33902.
All communications will be answered.

Montevideo
65
Santiago
7,045
Miscellaneous
1,840
There
were
408 registered
letters
The dispatches
from 'Asuncion, Medoza,
Arica,
Antofagasta,
Oruro, Arequipa,
Chiclayo, Lima, Piura, Pacasmayo, Tacna,
Trujillo, Guayaquil, Quito and Cali were
missing.
Plass' article includes two photographs
showing the handstamp applied to the mail.
In addition, mail that was sent to the Dead
Letter Office, Balboa Heights, and identified
was forwarded to destination under penalty
envelope. The penalty envelope has a handstamp endorsement but of a different type
than that illustrated
by Plass (Fig. 1).
- L.P. Entwistle

Book Reviews
By David Farnsworth
The Sack of Panama by Peter Earle published in 1981 by Jill Norman & Hobhouse,

Fig. 1. Mail bag delivered

to submarine

on May 7, 1919.

Lee Cornell reports a Submarine cover
with the usual special Cristobal and Balboa
Heights postmarks on the face, but with no
stamps and no signatures of the Director of
Posts or the Chairman of the Victory Loan
Committee as on the regular covers. The
word "Sampler" is written on the face in
blue crayon. Mr. Cornel! believes that this
was probably_oJl_dij3play i!1 {l_p_o_st
of(i~.1o _
advertise the Submarine mail.

More On The Plane Crash
Of August 3, 1937

Fig. 2. Submarine
passes through
Gatum Locks.

Ocean to Ocean
Submarine Mail
The first flight from the Atlantic to the
Pacific Oceans was made in the Canal Zone
on Oct. 18, 1918. This was discussed in Vol.
14, p. 25 (1978). Two photographs of this
flight are reproduced with this article. This
flight was to promote the sale of Victory
Bonds.
On May 7, 1919 it was arranged that a
submarine would carry mail from Cristobal
to Balboa Heights. again to promote the sale
of Victory Bonds. This is discussed in the
same article referred
to above, but no
photographs
were shown. Through
the
courtesy of Julius Grigore, Jr. we can now
show two photographs of this service. In Fig.
1 the mail is delivered in a mail bag to the
submarine
at Cristobal on May 7th. The
submarine is shown in Fig. 2 as it passed
through Gatum Locks.

The crash of the PAN AGRA Sikorsky S-43
off Cristobal on the night of August 3, 1937,
has been described by GilbertN. Plass in The
Canal Zone Philatelist, Whole N6. 51 and 53,
1979.
A detailed report by Post Office Inspector
Russel!, dated September 7, 1937, was found
in the files stored at the Agency Records
Center, Diablo, and gives some further
information.
At daybreak on August 4 about 50 planes
took off from various fields on the massive
search. By noon a Navy plane reported
wreakage 25 miles west of Cristobal and
eight miles off shore. Three submarines were
dispatched from Coco Solo and two destroyers from Balboa were rushed through the
canal to help.
Of all the mail salvaged, which was an
estimated 25 per cent of the total, only 30
letters could not be identified because the
address had washed off and no address could
be found on the contents. There were also 60
to 75 letters with envelopes missing but these
letters were forwarded.
The total weight of mail recovered, except
for diplomatic mail, was 21,127 grams, or
about 745Y. ounces, divided as follows:
from Buenos Aires
11,310 grams
La Paz
347
Talara, Peru
520
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London (ISBN 0-906-90865-5), 304 pages,
£9.95 and by Viking Press, New York
(ISBN 0-670-61425-4), 320 pages, $16.95.
If your interest has been piqued by developments in the Panama Canal Zone over the last
century, perhaps you are ready for some deep
background in the history of Panama and the
Caribbean. The present book relates exciting
tales of the exploits of privateers in the West
Indies in the period 1666-1671.
The book explains why the system of
privately financed raiders working under
_ colDmissions_!rom _<:.Q19Djatg9V~LnOrj3w"s _
felt to be a necessity. During much of the
(Continued on page 15)

STAMPS
I would

AVAILABLE

like to trade the following

unused CZ stamps

10a

Inverted

13a

CANAL antique.
(Col. 28e)

B

13

vars. PANAWA and PANAMA 16mm. OGHR F-VF

B

13

var. SpacedAL and tall thin M in Panama. (Same
stamp). TG NH F-VF. Selv. at left (Col. 24 c,e
Pas. 41)

B

13

var. C of CANAL faint (Narrow
OG HM F-VF

B

18a

antique ZONE LL. TG F-VF. Pos. 38 accent on
3rd A; pas. 49 P wrong font.

B

19a

CANAL antique

B

19b

ZONE antique LL. TG NH F+. Pas. 38 accent on
3rdA: pas. 49P wrong font.

orange

Pr 19d

overprint.

FOR TRADE

OG NH VF

OG HM VF. Dark red ovpt.

red ovpt. (Col. 27f; pos 29 & 30)

bar-1st

ptg.)

LL. TG F+; pp. LR

PANAMA reads up and down. TG HR F.
(Col. 38g, Pas 1)

Pr 20a

CANAL antique.

B

20b

2nd var. ZONE antique 2nd double-lined
TG HR V-VF (Co I. 39 d,k. ·Pos. 48, 58)

B

20

Var. PANAMA TG HR F-VF. Erased writing
selv. and ABN inscript.

3ge

TG NH (?) F-VF. (Col. 39a)
N.
on

Inverted center & ovpt. reads down. OG HM F-VF

ArB cert.
Bk 115c Compo Bklt of 2 panes. Handmade,

VF

I would like to receive in return unused singles, multiples
or varieties of the following
in F-VF or better condition:
8coIl21·45.

49·66. 68-81. 96-104, Jl-J20

J.K. MANSFIELD
P.O. 80x 25327
Georgetown
Washington,

Post Office
D.C. 20007

ARIPEX Meeting
Prior to the CZSG meeting held at
ARIPEX '84 in Phoenix, Arizona on January
21, 1984, the Arizona Philatelic Rangers held
their annual luncheon. During this event Don
Lueck addressed
the gathering
with a
reading from a paper which extolled one of
our CZSG members, and which elected him
to membership
in the Phoenix Philatelic
Association Hall of Fame as a Distinguished
Philatelist. The recipient of the award had no
inkling that he was about to be honored until
the words Postal Markings of the Canal Zone
were uttered. I had the pleasure of being "in"
on this event and it was my delight to watch
Lawson
Entwistle's
jaw drop a very
measurable
distance as he caught-on. A
big round of applause greeted Lawson as he
stepped up to the podium to receive the
award certificate.
Following the luncheon the CZSG held a
meeting at which there were five CZSG
members and three guests. The three guests
all joined up. Various subjects were discussed, questions asked (some answered),
stamps examined, and an enjoyable hour and
a half meeting was thoroughly enjoyed by all.
Plans were made for another regional
meeting to be held at ARIPEX '85 in Tucson,
Arizona.
-

R.H. Salz

Winners
At various shows around the country
we find CZSG members winning awards
right and left! At FENTOPEX (Reuben E.
Fenton Philatelic Society) October 28-29,
1983, in Lakewood, N ew York, DAVID
CHURCH won a First award for his Canal
Zone exhibit. At NOJEX (North Jersey
Federation of Stamp Clubs) October 28-30,
1983, in Secaucus, New Jersey, E. PAUL
BENDER won a Gold for his Canal Zone
Airmail exhibit, a best-in-section award, and
the American Air Mail Society award. At
MIDAPHIL (Collectors Club of Kansas City)
October 22-23, 1983, in Kansas City, Missouri, LEE H. CORNELL won a Silver
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award for his "Canal Zone: Overprinted
Panama and U.S. Stamps."
Congratulations
to all for this commendable showing.
- R.H. Salz

Second Time Around

Fig. 1. Panama
PANAMA

CZSG member Ray W. Ireson has
brought to my attention an article
which appeared
in the September
1974, Philatelic Magazine, and which
is reproduced
here in its entirety.
There were only two illustrations (5c
and 20c) in this interesting report, but
fortune has favored us with illustrations of all three stamps as you will
note. If any of our readers happen to
have a spare set of these "phantoms",
Mr. Ireson would be most pleased to
hear from you. Write to him at 10383
S.W.115th St., Pine Acres, Miami, FL
33176.

Canal Essays, presumably

CANAL

STAMPS

The stamps issued by the Suez Canal
Company for use on workers' mail at the time
when that canal was being built are well
known to philatelists. Much less known are
the stamps of the Panama Canal Co., which
Fred J. Melville included
in Phantom
Philately on the strength of a report in J.B.
Moens's journal, Le Timbre Poste, where they
were reported 'with due reserve'.
Ferdinand de Lesseps was architect of the
Suez Canal, and he authorized the issue and
sale of the Suez stamps. Although they were
current for only a few weeks the stamps are
known in used condition even though rare in
that state. When de Lesseps undertook the
building of the Panama Canal in 1880 he no
doubt had in mind the probability
that
workers on the project would also want to

- R.H. Salz

Canal Zone Study Group
1983 Financial Statement
Income:
Dues: 1983: Regular ..............................•.•.........•.....
Contributing & Sustaining ............•.................
1984: Regular c.............................•.•.•..
Contributing & Sustaining ..............•................
Sales:

c•••••••••••

Book - "Postal Markings" ........••..........••..............
Publications ..................................•.•............
Advertising ..........•............••...........•.............

1,032
478
170 ..

Interest ...........................................................•.........•...
Mail Sale proceeds, see note below .. ' _

Income over Expenses
Balance. January 1, 1983
Balance, December

.......

$6,997

. 1,680

$15,068

.. .....•.•.......
2,856
......•.•......
1.260
. . . . . .. .• . . .. . . . . .• •. . . . .. 259
. . . .. . ...••. . . .. . .. ..... . . .
S2 .. ....••.......

.

.
.

31. 1983 ........•..........•.....

4,457

Checking (NOW) account .........................•...........••.........••.........•........•..........
Certificate of deposit .........•.........•.•.........••.........•....................•........••..............
Total assets, as above

Unpaid bills at December

...

$60,225

Book Review

$35,225
25,000

(Continued/rom
page 13)
activity the home countries in Europe were
at peace, but this area was too far away.
Alliances and needs were much different
in the new world than the old. The Treaty of

............•.•...........

60,225

....••........••..........
....••....................

(50,000)
. 10,225

CANAL ZONE
SEND FOR PRICE LIST

NOTE: Mail Sale No. 12 results:

czse commission (10%) ..........••..........•......................•.........•....
Expenses:
Printing .............•.......................•......•...........••........
Postage ................••..........••..........•.........•.......•..........
Miscellaneous .......•.•.....................•••.......•.•.......•......
Proceeds

The first Panama Canal Co. of which de
Lesseps wasPresiaentwas
flOated affl1e enaof 1880 and preliminary work and prospecting took place during the next two years.
However,
seven years later work was
suspended when it became obvious that the
658 million francs, which de Lesseps had
estimated would be needed to complete the
canal, was hopelessly inadequate.
After
several other false starts the canal was
eventually opened to traffic in 1914 but only
when the construction had been spQnsored by
the US Government. The stamps remain
largely a mystery. Probably they were a local
issue prepared for use but presumably never
issued .

. 10,611
. 49,614

31, 1983 were $298.13

Lots sold ..............................••...........•........•...........•......
Payments to vendors ..............•..........••..........••........•••........•....

dispatch mail along the unfinished waterway; so with the Suez precedent before him
he had at least three values of stamps
prepared. Whether or not they were ever
used must remain uncertain, but to the best
of our knowledge they have not been found in
used condition.
The stamps were 5 centavos green, 10c
carmine and 20c blue, [Fig. 1]. Only the lower
two denominations are recorded in Melville's
book and also in Handbook 0/ the Private
Local Posts, which we compiled together
with Mr. E.F. Hurt. The 20c came into our
possession some years ago and was recorded
in a news feature at that time. It is curious
that a different design was used for each
value, contrary to the practice in the Suez
case; but the Panama stamps like those of
Suez, were produced by lithography. The
inscriptions also vary on each stamp, the 5c
being inscribed 'Service Postal Prive du
Canal Interoceanique',
the 10c 'Servo du
Canal Interoceanique'
and the 20c briefly
'Canal lut-Ocean': the perforation gauges

....
....

Assets, December 31, 1983

Reserved for Publication Fund
Unrestricted Amount .....................••••

for local use, but not issued.

13Yz.

.. 4,120
.. 2,271

_..............•

Expenses:
CZP: Printing & Postage
Membership, Publicity, Officers' Expenses
Book: "Stamps of the Canal Zone" .
Miscellaneous ...

$1,078
640
2,396
2,883.

prepared

WANTED

$49,231
44.308
............
1,054
1.358
240

to CZSG .

. $4,923

.
............

2,652
. $2,271

CZ errors, varieties,
unusual items, covers.
Send list with price
DON KUSKE

P.O. Box 1692
Independence,

Richard
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F. Larkin, Treasurer

MO 64055

-

First Day Sales Of The
1949 Gold Rush Stamps
For many years new issues of the Canal
Zone stamps - regular, air mail and commemorative - were placed on first day sale
at all post offices, and each office was
furnished
with a simple boxed FIRST
DA Y OF ISSUE cachet that was used on all
mail bearing the new stamp(s) dispatched
that day.
The files stored at the Agency Records
Center at Diablo includes a summary of the

first day sales of the 1949 California Gold
Rush commemorative
series from each
operating post office as shown in Table 1.
Approximately 33,000 First Day covers were
serviced at Balboa Heights included in the
sales listed in the tabulation. Probably most,
if not all, such covers are accounted for by
the stamp sales listed under "Director of
Posts".
As can be seen for the sales, it is a difficult
task to make a complete collection of First
Day covers from all the post offices.
- L.P. Entwistle

Table I
Number
Post Office

14
17
279
180
113
117
284
305
433
1944
12¢
6¢
1026
61
778
459
730
340
22
5061
5066
1452
9310
48
31287
42788
18
62
103
110
655
266
18¢
79
276
380
565
747
301
88
77
99
169
460
272
213
990
421
495
168
172
145
273
16
57
1546
1439
22523
20938
23395
71
69
32976
43
235
142
184
123
131
59

of stamps

sold

403
165
78
3¢
824
290
10560
2210
158
20
48109
351
16
60
1817
546
283
176
195
166
231
197
28320
102
547

Martinez
style. The
ment and
in a quick

writes with care and has a nice
book is a good introductory treatis suited for the reader interested
background.

Pamana Scandal: Why They Hate Us by
Enrique Lefevre (New York: Vantage Press,
1979) (ISBN 0-533-04128-7),
163 pages,
$6.95.
This is a biography of Ernesto Tisdel
Lefevre written
by his son. The elder
Lefevre was a politician and business man.
He served as provisional
president
of
Panama in 1920.
This book is a eulogy of the author's father
and a flattering history of the Lefevre family.
The events are glorified and at the same time
boring. A void this book.
Gold Rush Steamers of the Pacific by
Ernest A. Wiltsee (Lawrence, MA: Quarterman Publications,
Inc., 1976) (ISBN
0-88000-083-X), 421 pages, $35.00.
The book is a history of the ships traveling
to and from California from 1848 to 1869 as
told by a postal historian.
This edition contains not only the 1938
Grabhorn
Press edition but also a new
foreward and many new illustrations. There
is a new section containing ninety-six photos.
Many of them show via Panama covers.
This improved classic is highly recommended. When postal history books go out of
print they often rise in value, so they should
be purchased when they are available for
their content and their investment potential.

"MOUNT HOPE" Overprints
These are from a large virgin piece
of each, which we are breaking down.
All are immaculate mint, fresh o.g.,
and never hinged.
No. 46 (1' green and black) (Cat. $275)
1667 which brought peace between England
and Spain had essentially no effect on the
state of war between their holdings in the
West Indies.
The story culminates in the destruction of
the City of Panama in 1671 at the hands of
Henry Morgan. It is good to have in print
such an authoritative
book on Morgan
and especially his exploits in Panama. The
author
used
Spanish
contemporaneous
archival
material,
as well as English
material, in order to give a better picture

CANAL ZONE
Comprehensive Stock Including singles,
plate blocks, FDC's, FFC's, B.O.B.,
stationery, covers and collateral material.
Send For Free Detailed List
Want Lists Services
C & H STAMPS
P.O. Box 6248, Teall Station
Syracuse, NY 13217
Phone (315) 472-1662
CZSG

APS

USPPS

of those days. The reader might find the
political maneuvering,
which is unique to
this region, the most interesting
topic of
this excellent book.
Much of the action takes place in Panama.
The problems
of cultural
differences,
climate, disease, and terrain remained the
same from 1666 till 1904. Hence, this might
be the book about Morgan and privateers (or
pirates) which you choose to read as collateral
material to your interest in the Canal.
Panama
Canal by Orlando Martinez
(London and N ew York: Gordon & Cremonesi
Publishers,
1978) (ISBN 0-86033-047-8),
154 pages, $18.95.
This is a well-written book which covers
the history of the isthmian canal from the
time of Balboa to the opening of the canal
during
Wilson's presidency.
The topics
parallel
those in McCullough's
book
(reviewed in whole number 45). The major
difference is depth. The sweep of history goes
by very rapidly in Martinez's book with little
room for detailed discussion. The book could
be compared to a long encyclopedia article,
but it is written with more personality.
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Fine by V.F. centering
V.F
Extremely Fine
Superb

$165
$200
$225
$300

No. 48 (5' blue and black) (Cat. $850)
Fine by V.F. centering

$450

V.F

$575

Extremely
Superb

Fine ......•.•.....

$650
$850

Blocks of 4 Pro-rara in all
grades we can supply.
WHAT ELSE DO YOU NEED IN
BETTER GRADE CANAL ZONE?

Comprehensive "Canal Zone"
stock available
Satisfaction

or Immediate

Gladly Sent on Approval

Refund

with References

Installment Payment Terms If Desired
(No Interest or Carrying Charges)'

Jack E. Molesworth, Inc.
SP A
CSA

88 Beacon Street
Boston, Mass. 02108
Phone (617) 523-2522

APS
CZSG

