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Merry Christmas

60 Twenty Seventh Ave.,
San Francisco, CA 94121
Thoughts

This is an appropriate time of year for the
subject of Christmas greetings printed on
Canal Zone postal cards. It is hard to believe
that three years have elapsed since an article
appeared in the CZP on this subject - that
was the fourth quarter of 1980!At the time of
that report we asked our members to see if
their collections contained any examples of
Christmas greetings for the years 1916,1917,
and 1918.
We can now report the existence of postal
cards with Christmas greetings for the year
1916 and 1917 (it is a mint card and thus no
dated cancel) and 1918.

Though it is not the end of the year when
this report is written, just the same twelve
months have elapsed since my previous 4th
quarter writings were run through my
trusty non-electric portable typewriter .
Looking back over the preceeding year
produces the feeling that the CZSG is
running smoothly. Articles are being written
and forwarded to our editor - but he would
like some more inputfrom the membership. I
trust that many of you will try to meet his
expectations.
Our secretary reports elsewhere in this
CZSP that he is most pleased with the
new computerized system for keeping tab on
the membership.
Our treasurer has written to say that he is
happy with his job of handling the large kitty
that has been built up over the years.
The vice-president hopes to be elected to
another term in office and is waiting
patiently for an assignment. That also goes
for the board of directors.
The West Coast Mail Sale committee is
most pleased with the excellent material
submitted and by the time this appears in
print you should have the results of mail sale
number 12. It is hard to believe that so many
sales have been accomplished.
Our new business manager (as this is not an
elective office, Lawson Entwistle can have
this position indefinitely!) is doing a great job
working with the Owl Printing Company, the
Tucson post office, Alfred Bew our secretary,
and yours truly.
Our new advertising manager is apparently happy with his undertaking (nothing to
(Continued

on page 30)

Meeting Notice
At ARIPEX '84 a regional meeting
of the CZSG at the Ramada East, 3801
E. Van Buren, Phoenix, Arizona, on
Saturday afternoon, January 21,1984,
at 1:00 p.m. Details from Milo James,
3330 E. Willeta St., Phoenix,AZ85008.

By Richard H. Salz

Whole No. 69
Speeding, Safely, these Lines to Cheer
Friend so Distant, yet Friend so Near
Greenest Verdure Lingers Here
On Christmas Day and All the Year
Like Verdant Memories of Home and You;
Unchanged, still Constant, Faithful, True.
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Fig. 1. 1916 or 1917 card.
Figure 1 is the 1916 or 1917 card with a
tropical scene printed in green, and the
poem in black with some of the capital letters
of words in red as is the acorn and leaf
design. The poem reads:
No Ice, no Snow, nor Wintry Charms
Bedeck the Graceful, Shady Palms
On Panama's Famed Coral Strands,
Where Ply the Barques of Many Lands
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Fig. 2. 1918 card.
Figure 2 is the 1918 edition as verified by
the cancellation (Balboa Heights, December
14, 1918).The caption at the lower left corner
below the black and white illustration reads:
"Holy Ghost Orchid - Thrives only on the
Isthmus," and is printed in red. Various first
letters of words are in red or green and the
poetic masterpiece reads:
CHRISTMAS Greetings and New Year's,
Friend,
Once more to Home and Thee I send
From Lands where Bloom the Orchid rare,
While Winter's Storms and Icy Air
Enfold Thee in their Grasp
No Yuletide Message can Surpass,
ThoSj:lsent to Home, to Boy, to Lass
from Panama's Palm-Shaded Strands
where Honest Hearts and Toil-Stained Hands
Embrace Thee in Their Clasp.
(Continued

on page 30)

The Canal Zone Philatelist
(ISSN 0746-004 X)
A.P.S. Affiliate No. 42
Gilbert N. Plass, Editor
P.O. Box 9973
College Station, Texas 77840
The Canal Zone Philatelist (USPS 556-140)
is published quarterly for $5.00 per year
which includes membership in the Canal
Zone Study Group, 10,000 East Broadway,
Tucson, AZ 85748. Second-class postage paid
at Tucson, AZ. Send subscriptions, changes
of address and complaints of non-delivery to
the Secretary, Alfred R. Bew, 29 S. South
Carolina Ave., Atlantic City, NJ 0840l.
Display advertising accepted from CZSG
members only at the following rates per
insertion:
one column, two inches
$10.00
one column, five inches
20.00
two columns, five inches
35.00
No larger advertisements than above are
accepted. Remittance must accompany copy.
Deadline for ads, first day of Mar., June,
Sept., Dec. Advertising copyshould be sent to
William T. Moore, Advertising Manager,
1357 LorI Lane, Ogden, UT 84404. Manuscripts for publication should be sent to
Gilbert N. Plass, Editor, P.O. Box 9973,
College Station, Texas 77840.
Copyright 1983
The Canal Zone Study Group

Auctions
Reviewed by Gilbert N. Plass
No reports of any significant Canal Zone
auction sales have been received since the last
issue. Thus our next auction report will have
to be postponed to the next issue.

Canal Zone Prices
Richard Weatherington writes in The
Wholesaler that "if there has been
one shining star throughout the past two
years of soft market conditions, it has been
the U.S. Possessions, in particular the Canal
Zone and Hawaii". His survey of some recent
large Canal Zone auctions shows that overall
Canal Zone stamps realized an impressive
86%of Scott catalog value, while 34%of the
lots realized amounts equal to or exceeding
the Scott catalog value.
Stamp

Official Business Label
We reported in Vol. 18, p. 25 (1982) an
official business label from "THE PANAMA
CANAL". We asked if any reader had
further information about this label as
illustrated there. The only letter we have
received on the subject is from Leroy L. Ross
who sends an example of a similar label
which reads "SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION / WASHINGTON 25, D.C. / OFFICIAL BUSINESS / PENALTY FOR

PRIVATE USE, $300/ (GPO)". This label
was used on a letter from Sydney, Australia
to San Francisco and was sent without any
stamps or postage due being charged. He
suggested that such labels apparently were
used on official international mail in some
cases and that this might be explanation
of the Canal Zone label.

Earliest Date
Elliott W. Coleman reports an interesting
example of Scott No. UX2, UPSS No. S5,
type 3 overprint. It is clearly canceled at
Ancon on April 2, 1909 which is the earliest
recorded date. On the reverse is an interesting marking from the rubber stamp. Inside a
double rectangle with cut-off corners are the
words "WORLD'S FAIR IN PANAMA
1915", along the diagonal "PANAMA CANAL ZONE", and then horizontally again
"1915 P. R. R. NEWS AGENCY & ISTHMIAN BAGGAGE & EXPRESS. A.
BIENKOWSKI, Prop. Panama-Colon-Canal
Zone". Was there originally a plan to have a
World's Fair in Panama in 1915to commemorate the opening of the Panama Canal? The
only Fair actually held was the PanamaPacific Exposition held at San Francisco
in 1915.

The UMCA service was to be two or three
times weekly, but mail was authorized only
on the Sunday flight departing Cristobal at
7:35 a.m. and arriving at Turbo at 9:45 a.m.
The return was approved for Saturdays,
leaving Turbo at 1:30 p.m. and arriving
Cristobal at 3:35 p.m.
The First Class rate per y" oz. via UMCA
and SCADTA was 25'. On the PAA flight
each Wednesday for Barranquilla the rate
was 10' per y" oz.
The files do not show how long this dual
air mail.rate existed.
- L.P. Entwistle

Panama Canal Press
A number of the Canal Zone overprints
were printed at the Panama Canal Press
located for some years at Mt. Hope in the
Canal Zone. These include the Type III
overprints and the airmail overprints.
The Newsletter of the Isthmian Collectors
Club reminds us that at least one stamp issue
for another country was printed by the
Panama Canal Press. It is the issue of two
stamps released Jan. 9, 1928 by Panama,
Scott Nos. 256-257. It commemorates the
visit of Col. Charles A. Lindbergh to Central
America by airplane. The stamps are rather
crudely printed by typography.
Imprint blocks (of six and four for the 2c
and 5c respectively) make an interesting
collateral item for a Canal Zone collection.
The 2c imprint reads "MR 8434 - Panama
Canal Press - 1-6-28 - 300,000", while the
5c reads "MR 8485 - Panama Canal Press 1-6-28 - 150,000". The first number is the
work order number, the next numbers refer
to the printing date, Jan. 6, 1928, while the
last number is the quantity printed of each
value. The stamps were placed on sale on
Jan. 9th, just three days after they were
printed.

Dual Air Mail Postage Rate
To Colombia
Effective December 5, 1937, air mail to
Colombia could be sent via Uraba, Medellin
and Central Airways (UMCA) from Cristobal to Turbo and Medellin and connecting
at each place with SCADTA planes, or by the
regular Pan American flight.
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Fig. 1. Dropped numerals.

Plate Number Variety
William Kuttner reports that he has a
lower plate block of six of the 12' Rousseau,
Scott No. 112, from plate number 12371l.
The last two digits of the plate number are
entered noticably too low compared to the
others as shown in Fig. 1.

Early Date for No. 84
John Smith sent a copy of a post card
bearing a copy of Scott No. 84 and with a
clear postmark of Cristobal on May 6, 1926.
The card was sent to New Jersey and has a
handwritten message dated May 5th. This
is the earliest recorded use of No. 84.The date
of issue given in the Scott catalogue is May
26, 1926. There was no official first day of
issue as the post office at the time made no
distinction between the flat and sharp A
overprints. The first shipment of the 2' sharp
A overprints was made from the Bureau of
Engraving and Printing on March 22, 1926,
so the date of use on this card of May 6th is
entirely possible.
The Scott catalogue has changed its policy.
With stamps that have no official first day
nor exact first day of sale, they are now going
to list only the month of first sale. They
rightly state that the first recorded dates
keep changing as new examples are
discovered. Thus the date for this stamp in
the catalogue should be changed to May
1926.

Third Series of 1904
By Gilbert N. Plass
(Continued from last issue)
We continue the study of the first stage of
the overprint. Last time we listed Pas. 16
with a small break near the left of the top
horizontal stroke ofthe E, but did not show an
illustration as it is difficult to show in a
figure. An attempt is made in Fig. 18 and I
hope it at least indicates where the variety
is located. We continue with the listing.

Fig. 18. Pas. 16.
Pas. 29. There is a break at the top ofthe E
on some examples (Fig. 19). E (8).

goes from the bottom more than half way
up (Fig. 21). C, A2.
Pas. 34. The top of A2 is broken giving the
top of the letter the appearance of bending
to the right; the right diagonal stroke doesnot
fully print around the middle (Fig. 22). A2.

Pos. 40. The top left serif of the L is missing
(Fig. 26) or shows a hook (Fig. 27). There is a
large break in the left vertical stroke of N2
(Fig. 26) or with heavier inking a very small
break (Fig. 27). L, N2.

Fig. 22. Pos. 34.
Pas. 35. This position shows three or four
breaks. The top of the C has a break. The
center horizontal stroke of A2 is broken. On
some copies there is a striking break removing the lower right part of the L (making it
appear as an I); however, on other copies this
letter is normal. There is a break at the
bottom of the Z where the horizontal and
diagonal strokes join (Fig. 23). C, A2, L (8),

Fig. 26. Pos. 40.

Z.

Fig. 27. Pos. 40.
Pas. 41. This position has the spaced AL
variety. Interestingly there is a break in the
top left serif of the L (Fig. 28). L.
Fig. 19. Pos. 29.
Pas. 30 An unusual broken letter occurs on
this position. There is a white line across the
top of Al that detaches the top of the A from
the rest of the letter (Fig. 20). The breaks in
the C seen here occur only on very lightly
inked copies and so are not listed. AI.

Fig. 23. Pos. 35.
Pas. 36. There is a break near the bottom
of C (Fig. 24). The apparent breaks in the
letters A seen in the figure do not occur on
more heavily inked copies and so are not
listed. C.

Fig. 28. Pos. 41.

Fig. 20. Pos. 30.

Fig. 24. Pos. 36.

Pas. 31. There are two large and distinctive breaks on this position. There is a break
at the top of the C that detaches the top serif
from the rest of the letter. There is a large
break in the left diagonal stroke of A2 that

Pas. 38 There is a large break near the left
top of the C. The lower left serif of the E is
missing (Fig. 25). C, E.

Fig. 21. Pos. 31.

Fig. 25. Pos. 38.
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Pos. 46. The top left serif of N1 is broken
off and thus is too short (Fig. 29);this does not
occur on some copies (Fig. 30). There is a
small break in the 0 just to the right of the
bottom of the letter. This occurs on both
copies shown here, but is probably only
visible in the reproduction in Fig. 30. N1
(8), O.

Fig. 29. Pos. 46.

14¢Sibert First Day Cover
And Stamp Sales
The following information on first day
covers and stamp sales of the 14' Sibert
supplements the information given in Brad
Wilde's article in the Canal Zone Philatelist,
Whole No. Whole No. 65, 1982. These data
were in the files at the Agency Records
Center at Diablo.
Fig. 30. Pos. 46.
Pos.47. There is a blob of ink below the tip
of the top left serif of the Z on some copies
(Fig. 31). Z (S).

Fig. 34. Pos. 50.
Gatun
Fort
Sherman
Gamboa
David
Corozal
Cristobal
Balboa
Coco
Solo
France
Field
Post
Office
Pedro
Miguel
Fort
Clayton
Heights
Ancon

144
80
1990
37
74
653
62
91
91
10430
68
377
634
10
Sold
ofCovers
2061
178
111
11
10
22
2115
76
74
2
358
63
Day
Stamps

Number

5172

14650

First

Canal Zone Fakes
By Gilbert N. Plass

Fig. 31. Pos. 47.

Pos. 48. The left vertical
broken (Fig. 32). NI.

stroke of NI is

One of the best tests for a genuine overprint
on the first issue is the color of the overprint.
The genuine overprint is a very distinctive
violet to bluish violet. It is apparently
difficult to immitate as most fake overprints
are done in one of two colors: (1) black or a
color tending to black with very little of any
color mixed with it; (2) blue with no trace of
violet in the ink. Unfortunately the description in the Scott catalogue is a "blue-black
handstamp". In my opinion this is misleading
and inappropriate. The genuine overprint is
definitely violet to bluish violet.
Two fake overprints that can be told by
their color are shown here. The overprint
shown in Fig. 1 is in pure black ink and was
applied to a 2c stamp, while that in Fig. 2 is in
blue ink on a 5c stamp. Note such features of

From the above figures it appears that
stamps must have been imported from
another post office in order to service the
number of covers reported at France Field
and Gatun.
- L.P. Entwistle

CANAL ZONE #67
Fig. 32. Pos. 48.

Fig. 1. Fake overprint,

Scott No. 1.

Pos. 49. There is a small break in the
center horizontal. bar of A2. The top left
serif of E is bent downward and is at an angle
(Fig. 33). Both occur only on some copies. A2
(S), E (S).

Wax paper adheres to blocks

* * * * * * * * * *
Complete C.Z. list available for SASE
or want list. Deep inventory mint, used,
plates, covers, stationary.
Fig. 2. Fake overprint,

Fig. 33. Pos. 49.
Pos. 50. On some copies there are two small
breaks on AI; they are on the right diagonal
stroke near the top and on the horizontal
stroke. There is a small break toward the top
of the left diagonal stroke of A2. Al (S), A2.

(Continued in next issue)

Fine tropical-OG - perfs just touch
(Scott cat. $700.00)
$295.00
Block 4
$1,175.00
Plate Block 10 F-VF
$4,500.00

Scott No.2.

the overprint as: AL does not extend slightly
below the line as on genuine overprints; the C
is the wrong shape; the first A is not short at
the top as on most genuine overprints; the N
and Z are the wrong shapes; some of the
letters in the first figure have black borders
and white centers. The majority of such fakes
are on used stamps. If on a stamp with the
cancel shown here, either the cancel must be
fake (as in Fig. 1; the spacing between the
fifth and sixth horizontal lines of the genuine
cancel is greater than that between the other
lines) or a cancel was used without authorization (such a use may have occurred in Panama
after this issue became obsolete).
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* * * * * * * * * *
I BUY COLLECTIONS
Fall - Winter Show Calendar
Oct. 14-16 Oct. 28-30 Nov. 25-27 Jan. 27-29 -

Sescal, Los Angeles, Ca.
San Rafael, Ca.
Anaheim, Ca.
Miami Beach, FI.

DEL PARKER
(206) 232-2560 TueS.-Sat.

12-6

P.O. BOX 998
MERCER

ISLAND,

WA 98040

Fig. 1. Scott No. U2b.

Fig. 3. Scott No. U5e.

Fig. 2. Scott No. U5c.

Booklet Panes on Cover

Second Time Around

By Gilbert N. Plass

Here are two interesting
letters copied
from the originals which ate located in the
National Archives, Washington, D.C. The
letters refer to Scott No. 22 var. "ONE" for
"ZONE."
- R.H. Salz

A set of three unusual Canal Zone covers
with complete panes of handmade booklet
panes has been called to our attention by
M.D. Myers. They were all used on correspondence from the Postmaster at Balboa
Heights to Mr. C.A. Seward in Wichita,
Kansas. These covers were purchased at
auction following the death of Mr. Seward in
1939.
The earliest cover is from R. Graham,
Postmaster, has a pane of Scott No. 117b,
was mailed registered from Balboa Heights
on Aug. 19, 1935, and among numerous
backstamps is that of Wichita on Aug. 26,
1935 (Fig. 1).
The second cover bearing the handmade
booklet pane Scott No. 115c is from W.L.
Howard, Acting Postmaster. It was mailed
on Oct. 7, 1935 by registered mail, and among
numerous backstamps is one for Wichita on
Oct. 16th (Fig. 2).
The third cover also with a pane of Scott
No. 115c (but in the 2 x 3 format) is from
J.E. Sandiford, Acting Postmaster. It was
mailed on June 9,1938 and among numerous
backstamps is one for Wichita on June 18th.
It is interesting to note that, even th02gh
these covers traveled by ship and train, they
were delivered in Kansas from the Canal
Zone in from seven to nine days.

"GOVERNMENT
OF THE CANAL ZONE
OFFICE OF THE TREASURER
EMPIRE, CANAL ZONE
June 21, 1909"
"Mr. Herman A. Gudger,
Acting Director of Posts,
Ancon, C.Z.
"Sir:
"This office was informed that a certain
issue of one-cent stamps contained one stamp
in each hundred a mis-print, which was an
omission of the "Z" in the word "Zone". As
we have on hand one hundred twenty thousand of these stamps it means a mis-print of
twelve hundred stamps, and I would respectfully request what action you wish to take in
the matter of the twelve boxes still on hand.
There are plenty of one-cent stamps of a
subsequent issue with which to meet your
requirements in the meantime."
"Respectfully
/s/ Edgar P. Beck
Treasurer of the Canal Zone"
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"Ancon, C.Z. July 1, 1909
"Sir:
"Referring to your letter of June 21st in
which you advise that a certain issue of one
cent stamps contains one stamp in each
hundred which is a misprint, i.e., the omission of the letter Z in 'Canal Zone', and your
further advise that there are on hand twelve
hundred sheets of these stamps. I have given
this matter every possible consideration.
Inasmuch
as the original issue of these
stamps was 300.000, I do not believe it is
necessary to recall that single misprint
stamp. There are so many of them that it
becomes a most common error instead of a
peculiar one.
"In the meantime, I would suggest that
you fill requisitions out of the one cent stamps
of a subsequent issue, and if it is later
considered best to destroy these stamps, we
will do so."
"Very respectfully
/s/ Tom M. Cooke
Director of Posts"
"Mr. Edgar P. Beck
Treasurer of the Canal Zone
Empire, C.Z."
Mr. Cooke would be surprised to know that
the 1984 Scott catalog lists the "misprint" at
$45.00 against $2.00 for the normal stamp.
- R.H.S.

and I'll be more than pleased to send you the
details - which are not very detailed!
As you well realize there are many
members who are helping to keep the CZSG
in the front ranks of the various, varied, and
many specialty groups. Thanks to all of you,
and you know who you are, even though you
may not be specifically mentioned in this
report.
In the field of publishing we were most
fortunate to have Lawson Entwistle's award
winning book The Postal Markings of the
Canal Zone, distributed to the membership
during the last half of 1982. Look for an
update, addenda, supplement, or whatever,
to be distributed to all members during the
first quarter of 1984.
It is two years since the last update of the
CZP Index.
Member
Gary Weiss has
informed me of his intention to do the job
again. A local (San Francisco) group of diehard Canal Zone boosters will see to it that
the bi-ennial ping-pong table dance party
will waltz around the table (it was 5 miles for
the 12th mail sale catalog) and collate the
index. This is another of those doings that is
supposed to be in your hands prior to the
end of the year. We all try our darndest, but
no promises, as there is an awful lot going on
around here these days.
As it is time to put the beautiful computerized address labels on to the mail sale
envelopes this report will conclude with my
very best wishes to all for a Happy Holiday
season as well as a great 1984.

Secretary's Report
Alfred R. Bew
29 S. South Carolina Ave.,
Atlantic City, NJ 08401
Dues are Due
Again the end of the year has rolled around
and it is time to pay your membership dues.
The combined dues and ballot envelope
should be on your desk by now; so PLEASE
whip out your check book, if you haven't
already done so, and send in your renewal
for the coming year - 1984, and also
remember to mark your ballot. We repeat the
same, old dull statement
that the dues
schedule remains the same as it was in 1968.
Though we do have ever escalating expenses
(our CZP printing costs are down), we are
fortunate in having a large percentage of
our membership who are in the contributing
and sustaining categories. Also our membership total does increase at a slow but steady
pace. During the past quarter we have added
17 new members; two of our members have
died; and two have resigned leaving a
membership total of 887. And there were a
few exceptional years which saw dramatic
increases in membership numbers. That and
all the above are some of the reasons for our
being able to maintain the low dues.
Our new printer has helped us immeasurably with reducing the amount of time spent
on paper-work. By putting our membership
on a computer we are now able to get address
labels printed at the touch of a button. This is
a welcome service for various committees:
the balloting and dues department; the mail
sale committee, and the bi-ennial CZP Index
group. For when it comes to putting address
labels on 900 envelopes we can now do it in
two shakes of a lamb's tail (no more cowboy
remarks for the moment).
Before closing this column may I remind
you again that it will be greatly appreciated
if you pay your dues promptly - it saves us a
lot of time and does away with sending out
our sheep-dog to nip at your heels.
Happy Holidays and a Happy N ew Year to
all our members - it has been my pleasure
to serve you these many years, and hopefully
for many more in the future.

Merry Christmas (Continued from page 25)
For with them Goes this Thought Sincere,
Inspired by Flower Pictured Here:
I Pray the One whose Name it Bears
in Daily, Fervent, Thoughtful Prayer,
Dwell with Thee Through the Year.

President's Report -

This space left
intentionally blank

(Continued from page 25)
do with funerals) as I have heard no adverse
reports from his desk.
I was particularly pleased to see so many
CZSG regional meetings held during the
year:
SPRINGPEX,
WESTPEX,
PAN
PACIFIC EXPO, and SESCAL. It is not
only fun to meet your fellow members at
these meetings, but it is really an easy job
to organize and put on such gatherings. If
anyone would like to do just that at one of
their local shows then please drop me a note
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Since our previous article, other information
has been sent in and the following can be
reported: A 1921 card has shown-up dated
December 18, 1922, and it is on a UX5 probably a left-over from the 1921 holiday
season. Also reported is a 1922 card on a UX4
with date of December 10, 1922, which
confirms the guess for an undated UX5
assigned to the year 1922 in the previous
article. And a final note is a 1922 UX5 card
used in 1923 which is most likely a left-over
card from the previous Christmas.
Apparently the 1921 and 1922 cards were
printed on both UX4 and UX5; and the 1923
card only on UX4 at the time of this report.
Possibly the 1923 card also exists on UX5?
We hope to have more information within the
next three year period! So in the meantime
we would appreciate our members taking
another good look at their UX4's and UX5's
and reporting any discoveries.

Winner
CZSG member James Mongeon received
a First award for his exhibit of "United
States Canal Zone at Panama" at VERPEX
'83, held on June 25 by the Vermont Philatelic
Society at South Burlington, Vermont. Our
congratulations
to Mr. Mongeon.
- R.H. Salz

Portland Meeting
A group of Northwest Canal ZoneMembers
got together at the annual A.P.S. Spring
Show held in conjunction with Pan-Pacific
Exhibit in Portland, Oregon.
A slide presentation was made of George
Stillwell's materials. Plans were made to
hold another meeting at PIPE X 84, to be
held in Portland next May.
More information may be had from Len
Lukens, P.O. Box 117, Phoenix, OR 97535.

6~Air Mail Booklets
On February 16, 1935, the postmaster at
Albrook Air Force Base asked permission
from the Director of Posts to make booklets
to contain 20 stamps of the 6' air mail,
presumably Scott No. C22 "as approved
years gone by at the Fort Amador Post
Office. These books would ... [be] covered by
scrap material and bound together with wax
paper .... While I was at Ft. Amador these
books were a success and the office averaged
about 350 books per month."
The request was denied because of possible
adverse philatelic reaction, and because the
CZPS had a large stock of the 3' Goethals
booklets that were destroyed due to the lack
of demand.
Do examples of the Fort Amador booklet
exist? Note that the Cristobal post office
sold handmade booklets containing two
panes of six of the 6' air mail in May, 1955
(see C.Z. Philatelist, Whole No. 23, p. 10,
1972).Wasthe Albrook postmaster proposing
to make booklets with 20 stamps in panes of
four, or 10? Was the Fort Amador booklet
therefore composed also of 20 stamps? Was
the Fort Amador Scott No. C8? Perhaps one
of our members can supply the answer.
- L.P. Entwistle
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An interesting letter, dated February 10,
1908, at Station "A" Ancon, about a visit to
the camp at Porto Bello, Panama, and the
establishment of mail service between there
and Cristobal was found in the archives
stored at the Agency Records Center at
Diablo.
The mails had been handled in an
extremely casual manner, described as a
"half dozen men came aboard the boat from
Cristobal and went thru the pile on the
Captain's table, each taking his own and
that which belonged to men in his charge.
After the mail had been taken ashore, there
was another scramble ... and the mail for one
person was taken by another thru mistake
and returned later in the day ....
"I found that in addition to the Americans
... about eighty Europeans stationed there.
"The Engineer in charge informed me that
there would be eighty to a hundred Gold men
there before many weeks and that the
laboring force would be correspondingly
increased ....
"At the quarry, where the permanent
work will be carried on, there will soon be
four double crewed steam shovels, a locomotive and crew, and a number of drills,
crushers, etc. From all appearances ... the
place will eventually be a lively little town
as big as Corozal, or bigger."
The writer then goes on to describe the
qualifications of several men he considers
suitable for appointment as postmaster.
(The steward of the hotel was appointed
postmaster on September 1, 1908).
One of the main complaints was the lack of
facilities to send money orders and men had
to take a day off work to go to Cristobal in
order to send one.
The letter was signed by J.W. Tannehill
who was one of the early postmasters at
Matachin.
- L.P. Entwistle
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By David Farnsworth
Rails to the Diggings: Construction Railroads of the Panama Canal by Charles S.

Small (Cos Cob, Connecticut: Railroad
Monographs, 1981), 223 pages in 8\':2"by 11"
format, paperbound, $25.00.
The scope of this book is wider than the
title indicates. It concerns itself with everything that moves or moved on rails from the
early days of the Panama Railroad to the
present. There is plenty of material for the
author. During the height of the construction
of the canal there were about 400 locomotives
and 6,000 cars in use. There were over 100
miles of track in the Culebra cut alone. All of
this was connected by the 50-mile-long main
line. Nearly all trains were specials - dirt,
coal, concrete, and dynamite carriers for
example. At the same time, regular service
was maintained by the railroad. The control
of this large, ever-changing system is
described in detail.
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The author provides detailed descriptions
of the wide variety of.equipment and gauges
used. There are chapters on excavators,
steam shovels, unloaders, spreaders, track
shifters, concrete plant roads, ship-handling
locomotives, quarry roads, motor cars, and a
narrow gauge system.
The book contains interesting bits of
information, such as an explanation of the
term "mules" as applied to early shiphandling locomotives. Small says that name
was used because the locomotives "shook and
. , . were difficult to operate."
The most outstanding feature is the
exquisite photographs. Among the 200
illustrations are photos from government
archives. Many are reproduced in full 6\':2"by
8Yz" size.
Charles Small has five other books on railroads to his credit. This is a superb addition.
Cadiz to Cathay: The Story of the Long
Struggle for a Waterway Across the American
Isthmus by Miles P. DuVal, Jr. originally

published in 1940 by Stanford University
Press, California, reprinted by Greenwood
Press, Publishers, Westport, Connecticut,
1968 (ISBN 0-8371-0065-8), 554 pages,
$24.75
and
And the Mountains Will Move: The Story of
the Building of the Panama Canal by Miles P.

DuVal, Jr. originally published in 1947 by
Stanford University Press, California,
reprinted by Greenwood Press, Publishers,
Westport, Connecticut, 1968 (ISBN 0-83710400-9), 374 pages, $20.00.
These were the first two books in Captain
DuVal's projected--trilog¥. Because they are
laced with colorful details mostly from
newspapers
and other contemporary
accounts, the books are unusual in their
portrayal of the texture of the times. These
books are the result of original scholarly
research. For example, in the first volume
DuVal used letters of Dr. Thomas Herran,
Charge d'Affairs ofthe Republic of Columbia
to the United States, 1903-1904,asaprincipal
source to help explain the diplomacy of that
era.
Cadiz to Cathay describes the general
history of the isthmus, US-British conflicts
and negotiations over the region, the US
negotiations with the French company and
the Columbian government after the French
failure, and the final diplomatic and
military maneuvers which led to the
US-Panamanian treaty.
And the Mountains Will Move tells the
stories of the construction of the Panama
Railroad, of the French company's work, and
of the building of the present canal.
Panama by Ashley Carter (New York:
Fawcett Gold Medal Books, 1978) (ISBN
0-449-14025-3), 380 pages, paperbound,
$2.25,
Panama Flame by Mirna Pierce (New
York: Dell Publishing Co., Inc., 1982)
(ISBN 0-440-16822-8), 480 pages, paperbound, $3.50,
and
Cup of Gold by John Steinbeck (New York:

Penguin Books, 1976) (ISBN 0-14-004234-2).
198 pages, paperbound, $3.95.

Don't buy any of these books if you are
looking for historical information about
Panama or the Panama Canal. Panama is a
fictionalized account of the love life of
Philippe Bunau-Varilla. Panama Flame is
the story of a Charles Thierny who is
supposedly the son of Baron de Thierny, an
early canal entrepreneur in Panama.
Charles' employment in this bookisto provide
security for de Lesseps' first visit to Panama,
but most of the novel deals with the characters' personal and love lives. These two
books are pure romantic fiction. Accuracy
is not even at issue. Don't bother with these
potboilers.
Cup of Gold unlike Panama and Panama
Flame, has well-developed characters and
real insights into human affairs. It is Steinbeck's only historical novel and his first. It is
the life story of the pirate Henry Morgan,
who laid waste to the City of Panama in 1671.
It can be read at a superficial level as an
exciting adventure; however, it has deep
symbolism. For example, outwardly the
Cup of Gold is the City of Panama, but it has
at least three other meanings. This novel
went unnoticed when it was first published in
1929. It is not great literature, but is written
by a master craftsman. John Steinbeck was
awarded a Pulitzer Prize in Letters for
Grapes of Wrath in 1940and a Nobel Prize in
Literature in 1962.

Cable and Radio Censorship
in World War II
by Harry A. Metzler
(Continued from last issue)

During the first week, operations were
disorganized and confused. Censoring was
done in the Headquarters Building of the
15th Naval District while awaiting removal
to the leased quarters and messages were
brought by car and motorcycle from the
various stations. Added to the shortage of
officers and personnel, the difficulties in
initiating an office routine and administration kept the censors from doing little more
than watching suspicious messages. An
Information Office was quickly organized
and liason established with Intelligence
Agencies on the Isthmus. This department
was severly hampered because it did not
begin to receive the required library or the
daily reports for several months. Sources of
information were District Intelligence
Office, 15th Naval District; Asst. Chief of
Staff, G-2, Panama Canal Department; Civil
Intelligence Section of The Panama Canal;
the American Embassy; and the Office ofthe
British Economic Attache. The latter possessed the greatest amount of detailed
information and was helpful to us for a
number of months until we had virtually
duplicated their files. We had a direct
line to their office. With the arrival of five
officers on December 30th, the officer
shortage was somewhat alleviated and from
then on more serious attention could be
given to the administrative organization.
At this time, another problem arose
peculiar to Censor Panama. Because of the

fact that many of the communication
companies' are located outside the Canal
Zone and within the jurisdiction of Panama,
it was essential that some arrangement be
made whereby traffic emanating from and
destined for the Republic be censored. As a
result of the good offices of the American
Ambassador, Mr. Wilson, a conference was
arranged with Camile de la Guardina,
Minister of Government and Justice of
Panama, which resulted in an agreement relative to Censorship.
Under the mutual defense claus of Article
X of the General Treaty of Friendship and
Cooperation with Panama of 1936,we had the
right to exercise censorship in the Republic.
Senor de la Guardia initially opposed this
view because the Isthmus was not actually
under threat of invasion. He interpreted
the treaty to imply it must be before such
measures could legally be taken.
The discussion was resolved in a
compromise whereby the Republic of
Panama agreed we could maintain our
personnel in the Republic to mutually
cooperate with the censorship stations
they agreed to create. The negotiations and
the agreement were entered into secretely
because the existing government, having just
overthrown the Arnulfo Arias regime, was
being severely criticized by its political
opponents for its extensive cooperation
with the Unites States, thus placing Panama
in a subservient position and surrendering
some of its sovereign rights.
Relations with the Panamanian Government were most amicable. As time progressed it was possible" through skillful
negotiations, to transfer the entire de facto,
if not de jure, jurisdiction over censorship
on the Isthmus to the United States.

much more than censors "tothe 15th Naval
District and accomplished several "missions"
for the District Intelligence Office. Earning
for themselves the nick-name "15~ Naval
District", they saw adventure and excitement
which varied from sighting an enemy
submarine in the jungle lagoon, and providing for the welfare ofsurvivors of a torpedoed
ship, and assisting in the capture of fugitive
enemies in the jungle.
The primary figure in the organization
was the Censor-on-Watch, who did the actual
censoring of all cable and radio traffic.
These messages were received from Naval
Communications Center, Balboa, the AllAmerican Cable Company, Balboa and
Panama, and the Tropical Radio Company,
Panama. The jurisdiction of the Censor-onWatch over all traffic was absolute, and
subject to the authority of no other agency or
government bureau whatsoever. He was
responsible only to the Cable Censor,
Panama, and to the Chief Cable Censor in
Washington.
During the first two months of censorship, about 7500 messages were handled
per week. The bulk of the messages was of
the regular commercial type, placing orders,
and making arrangements for the increase in
business because of the war. Commercial
traffic continued to be heavy until June,
1942, when it began to decline because ofthe
stabilization of business and because of the
application of export and other controls;
there was likewise a shortage of shipping
space.

In the beginning, officers were stationed at
the operating companies' offices in Panama
and censoring was done on the spot. Direct
telephone lines were installed in the main
office in Balboa by which the censor was able
to obtain the information necessary for
proper censoring. This was a cumbersome
and inconvenient method which was necessary until we were able to install teletype
lines from each of these field offices to the
main office in June, 1942. After that, all
messages came to the Balboa office for
censoring with the exception of U.S. and
British Government messages which were
still passed at the station by the field censors.
Censorship of radiotelephone presented a
special problem and was especially handicapped by complete lack of adequate
preparation before the war. There was,
for instance, no recording machine, and we
did not receive one until six months after
we were in operation. There was no monitory
equipment and for some weeks the censor
simply listened into the conversations with
the operator. Traffic increased from 800 calls
per month to over 1400.
At the end of January, 1942,three officers
with three yoemen were sent to the Interior:
one each to Armuelles, Almirante, and Bocas
del Toro to set up field censoring offices
in the United Fruit Company stations.
Personnel of these "jungle stations" were

#22g (Invert)
Extremely Fine Used. Probably Finest
of Only 7 Used Copies Known, With
P.F. Cert.
.
Net $3,500.
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#27a*, (No Ovpt)
on 1 Stamp in Horiz. Pair, Just Fine By
V.F. Tropical
O.G. Some Wax Paper
Adhering,
Only 4 Pairs Exist, With
A.P.S. Cert
.
Net $2,500.
#40a (2¢ Portrait in 5¢ Frame)
Fine by V.F. Used Invisible Pressed
Creases U.L. Corner. Only 9 Known
With A.P.S. Cert.
.
Net $5,000.
#157a* (Silver Bridge Missing)
Extremely Fine Mint, O.G. N.H. Pos. 14
From Only Pane Of 50 Ever Found.
A Gem!
.
Net $15,000.
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