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World War II Civil Censorship in the Canal Zone

By Harry A. Metzler

(Continued on page 19)

Civil censorship was initiated and administered in the Canal Zone by the Asst. Chief of
Staff for Military Intelligence (G-2) of the Panama Canal Dept. of the U. S. Army until
March 1942 when the administration was transferred to the Office of Censorship.

The Canal Zone Censor Stations were
originally expected to examine all mail to through Albrook Field which was also a
and from the Canal Zone and the Republic scheduled stop for most airlines operating
of Panama, and all mail passing through between the Americas. With this readily
the Zone. However, problems encountered available source the examination of air mail
in housing the estimated 800 personnel re- was the prime responsibility of the Balboa
quired caused a radical downgrading of this Station, although Cristobal began examin­
objective. After Feb. 2, 1942 all mail be- ing some air mail on a regular basis in
tween the U.S. and the Central and South 1943. It was found that some surface mail
American countries (including the C.Z. and arriving and departing from Puerto Ar­
the R. de P.) was examined in the U.S.; muelles and some airmail originating or
·and examination ofmail to and from coun--passing through David (both to the Chiriqui
tries of the United Kingdom was eliminated. Province of the R. de P.) was bypassing
Thus mail examined in the Canal Zone censorship. The substation at David was
consisted primarily of local mail to and established to close this loophole.
from countries other than the U.S. and the The Examination Division of the Cristo­
U.K. as well as mail between the Central bal and Balboa Stations consisted of four
and South American countries. This action Sections _ Business Mail, Personal Mail,
reduced the staffing requirements to 400. Army Post Office (APO) mail and Panama

The Balboa Station began operations on Mail. By agreement with the Panamanian
Dec. 13, 1941 with a few Officers who Government (primarily to preclude the need
opened some mail, but concentrated on re- for establishing a separate censor organiza­
cruitment and training. The staff rapidly tion) Sections to handle only Panama mail
increased to 64 by Jan. 1, 1942 and peaked were created. These Sections were headed
at 280 in 1943. The Cristobal Station was by a Panama official designated by that
established on Jan. 5, 1942 with the trans- government. The mail was censored within
fer of one Officer and 8 civilians from the the policies of the Office of .Censorship.
Balboa Station. The staff reached its peak As the Army originally lacked the man­
of 93 in mid 1943. A substation of the Bal- power and resources to censor APO mail,
boa Station was opened in David, R. de P., this function was taken over by the C.Z.
in June 1942 with one Officer and two Stations until May 1, 1943 when the Army
civilians and this force remained constant finally assumed responsibility. As far as can
for the duration of censorship. All censor be determined at this time, the mail cen­
activities ceased on Aug. 15, 1945. sored by these Sections bore the normal

Army censor markings and not those used
by the Office of Censorship. The functions
of the Personal and Business Mail Sections
are self explanatory. The stations were also
responsible for censoring film, travelers' pa­
pers, mail of Armed Guard and Merchant
Marine personnel and diplomatic mail of
persons not on an approved list, issuing
export licenses to Canal Zone and Panama
dealers in philatelic materials, checking mail

The division of responsibilities among the
local stations was based upon the normal
How of mail. Virtually all Panama and Canal
Zone surface mail was received or dis­
patched from Cristobal. In addition, the
Cristobal Post Office was a designated In­
ternational Post Exchange for the rerouting
of surface mail. It was only logical that the
Cristobal Station be assigned responsibility
for censoring surface mail. Almost all Pan­
ama and Canal Zone air mail passed

Catalogs for the mail sale will be
mailed during the last week of Au­
gust 1981.

Closing date for receipt of bids is
Monday, September 28, 1981, no
later than noon P.D.T. at:

R. H. Salz
60-27th Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94121

MAIL SALE NO. 10

President's Report
George W. Stilwell

377 Rolling Rock Road
Mountainside, New Jersey 07092

Recently a dealer friend of mine called to
advise he was about to buy a very exten­
sive stock of overprinted U.S. issues of
.Canal Zone, Guam, and the Philippines.
His one comment on the phone was, ·"There
.are 20 mint copies of Canal Zone, Scott
No. 94, and before I remortgage my home
I would like you to take a look at this lot."

A few days later I visited him and looked
at a stock page full of mint and used Scott
Nos. 4 to 8. An examination of more than
20 _used copies of Scott No. Jl concluded
that not only was the overprint counterfeit
but also the cancellation - a type never
used in the Canal Zone. There were many
stock pages with Hat top A's both mint and
used; and a spot check of Scott Nos. 80
and 81 proved they were all counterfeit.
There were 20 mint and more than 30 used
copies of Scott No. 94 - all bad. The perf.
10 and 11 x 10% pointed A's were also
relagated to the counterfeit department as
were examples of Scott Nos. Jl and J3.

What makes this material so dangerous
is that the overprints are the correct length
and most spacings between the words CAN­
AL and ZONE are also correct. Surpris­
ingly, many of the counterfeits have a
catalog value of under $1.00.
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