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Presidene s Report
George Stilwell

377 Rolling Rock Road

Mountainside, New Jersey 07092

In April, 1967, in Atlantic City at so
JEX, and again on September 24, 1967
during the NOJEX show in Newark, New
Jersey, old and new members gathered to
reorganize the Canal Zone Study Group.
Since that time, many members have helped
this group to increase in numbers so that
now there are over 700 active members.
There are four members in particular, who
should receive recognition for the many
hours that they have devoted to the C.Z.S.G.

Gilbert Plass, our Editor, has put together
the Canal Zone Philatelist sinc_e the first
quarter of 1968. This takes a tremendous
amount of time, knowledge and knowhow,
not only in the philatelic field but also in
publication.

Al Bew, our Secretary since 1967, has
sent out over 1500 letters to members and
prospective members. He has also hosted a
C.Z.S.G. meeting each year at SOJEX.

Bill Kuttner, our Treasurer, has worked
on our books for some 12 years. Monies on
deposit have been kept in high interest ac
counts and this has kept our dues at a stable
rate.

Last but not least, I would like to recog
nize Jim DeVoss, who has worked more
behind the scenes. Many members do not
realize how much he has contributed since
1967. In 1951, while still on active duty
with the Army, he helped organize the
Canal Zone Study Group. Since then he has
written several articles and has assisted with
the Canal Zone Philatelic notes. He has also
stuffed, addressed, sorted and mailed out
50 issues of this publication. The CZP
started with a circulation of less than 200
and now there are over 725 to send out
each quarter.

I would like to express my thanks to each
of these members for a job well done. At
times it is very frustrating, but it is also
rewarding in knowing that the C.Z.S.G. is
not only growing but becoming a more
active group each year in members and
stature.

Type III Stamps
By Tom Brougham

It is stated or implied that:

1. The type I overprint setting with 9.2
mm spacing was used on the 2¢ and on the
5¢ (Scott catalogue); and

2. The "second" printing of type III (i.e.,
the 1920-21 printings of Scott #46, 47, and
48) was done with one setting of the over
print plate (Philler).

After study of these issues, I believe that:
1. The type I overprint setting with 9.2

mm spacing was used only on the 2¢ and
not on the 5¢.

2. The January 1920 printing of the type
III 5¢ was done with a plate having a num
ber -of- slightly different~-shifts -with "z"
under "c" and is generally very "messy" 
with "A"s filled.

3. The August 1920 printing of the type
III 2¢ and the March 1920 printing of the
type III H were done with a different plate

VARIED NOTICES
At STaMpsHOW '80, Donald A.

Stoltz has kindly offered to be of as
sistance to CZSG members attending
the APS Annual Convention, Septem
ber 25-28, 1980, at the Spokane River
park Center, Spokane, WA. He may
be contacted by telephone at (509)
466-2301.

At SEPAD '80, Joseph Korba and
Alfred Bew will man a CZSG informa
tion table at the Sheraton Hotel, 17th
& John F. Kennedy Blvd., Philadel
phia, PA from October 17-19, 1980.
For additional information contact Al
fred Bew.

At NOJEX '80, George W. Stilwell
will chair a regional meeting of the
CZSG on Sunday, November 2, 1980,
between 12:00 noon and 2:00 p.m. at
the Holiday Inn Jetport, Elizabeth,
NJ. For additional information contact
George Stilwell.
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which never shows "z" under "C" and is
generally a "clean" overprint.

4. The type III 5¢ with putative 10.5
mm "CANAL" is the result of minor varia
tions and the difficulty of measuring a black
overprint on a blue and black stamp.

Observations leading to these conclusions:

1. There are no reported examples of
multiples of 5¢ with 9.2 mm spacing which
show characteristics of type 1.

2. Spacing varieties known to come from
the 9.2 mm setting of the type I 2¢ have
not been reported on the 5¢.

3. None of the 5¢ I have seen with 9.2
mm spacing remotely resemble type I 
"texture" and shape of letters are different.

4. Nevertheless, there are two different
versions of the 5q~,9.2 mm:

a. The first version shows a clear
overprint, and the only shift noted is
"E" under "L", the same shift occur
ring on #46 green (first printing). 1
have seen a 5¢ "clean" dated "1915",

b. The second version shows a
"messy" overprint with filled "A"s and
a number of shifts of "Z" under "C"
- these shifts appear frequently, only
on the "messy". The shifts have neyer
been reported on #46 and #47 despite
our rather complete knowledge of
sheets of #46a and 46b.

5. The same shifts also not reported on
type I 2¢ with 9.2 mm spacing - this is
sue is-moderately well known.

I am seeking information to confirm or
destroy my explanation. Can you report any
of the following items with "C"s with serifs
top and bottom? Evidence which would
help support my explanation:

1. Position 3 of second printing type III

(Continued on page 23)

MAIL SALE No. 9
REMINDER: Closing date for re

ceipt of bids is September 29, 1980,
no later than noon P.D.T. at R. H.
Salz's, 60-27th Avenue, San Francisco,
CA 94121.



one column, two inches $ 9.00
one column, five inches 17.50
two columns, five inches 30.00
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Reviewed by Gilbert N. Plass
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No larger advertisements than above are ac
cepted. Remittance must accompany copy.
Deadline for ads, first day of Jan., Apr.,
July, Oct. Send all manuscript and ad copy
to the Editor.

Subscriptions are $5.00 per year which in
cludes membership in the Canal Zone Study
Group. Subscriptions, changes of address,
and complaints of non-delivery should be
sent to the Secretary, Alfred R. Bew, 29 S.
South Carolina Ave., Atlantic City, N. J.
08401.

First Day 1O¢ Barro Colorado

By Christopher Vemon

820% increase, and #43, No. 53 775% in
crease. Danish West Indies stamps take
more places than any others in the ten year
list.

The complete tabulation of Canal Zone
stamps shows that most of the stamps be
fore 1924 increased in value between 200
and 400% over the past ten years with a
few having much larger increases. There is
little question that Canal Zone stamps have
been a much better investment over the
last ten years than the stock market as
judged by any of the popular averages.

Permits, W~appers, and
Match Labels

On April 17, 1948, a ten cent commem
orative postage stamp went on sale at all
Canal Zone Post Offices. This commemora
tive stamp was issued to mark the 25th
anniversary of the establishment of the Ca
nal Zone Biological Area on Barra Colorado
Island.

This postage stamp was printed in black
ink on white paper, and was printed in the
quantity of 521,200.1 The postage stamp

Merle E. Nantz sent in several interest
ing items. The first is a Canal Zone match
label on rough yellow paper, which was
used on a tin box which contained ten
packages each with a smaller label of the
same design. Each of these smaller pack
ages contained ten small boxes of safety
matches each with a similar but still smal
ler label. The boxes. were made of thin
wood. The large label is about 11.15" long
by 6.48" high. The label reads in part:
"Damp proof / Canal Zone Matches / Made
in Sweden / expressly for the / Commis
sary / Division ; Panama Railroad Com
pany" (all in capitals).

The second item is a fourth class permit
as reported in Vol. 14, p. 8 (1978). Permit
No.1 was issued to Sears, Roebuck and Co.
This one is somewhat different from the ex
ample previously reported. Inside a thin
rectangular frame is the wording: "CANAL
ZONE POSTAGE / 7c. PAID / BALBOA,
CANAL ZONE / PERMIT NO.1".

The third item is the wrapper used to
deliver Time magazine to the Canal Zone.
In the early 1940s Time changed to air ex
press shipment to Latin America. The first
issue came in a plain manila wrapper with
a censor stamping. The second issue was
in a manila wrapper without censor mark
ing. The following issues arrived in a wrap
per with red and blue printing saying ill
part "via Pan American / Air Express from
the U.S.A.". Various shades of blue-gray
paper and manila paper were used at vari
ous times.

( $125) Ball; 39c, $350 ($250) Metro; 49
51, $40 ($38) Ball; 52b, interleaving stuck
to one stamp, $375 ($400) Metro; 55-57,
$135 ($159) Fox; 58-59, $320 ($250)
Harmers of NY; 66, $70 ($80) Ball.

No. 7lc, $80 ($50) Metro; 84, strip of
3, with 812 mm spacing, $55 Fox; 85a
in bl. of 4, $300 ($254) Fox; 86c, $160
($175) Fox; 86e, s.e., $135 ($150) Fox; 96,
FDC, July 4, 1926, $60 Fox; 96-119, 136
159, $50 ($67) Fox; lOla, $130 ($100)
Metro; 106a, 4 panes of 6, $53 ($26) Met
ro; 115c, $145 ($70) Metro; 116, pane of
100, $300 ($197) Metro; 117a, 2 panes,
$160 ($50) Metro; 117b, 2 panes, $10.5
($1l0) Metro; 120-135, C6-20, $140 ($100)
Metro.

Nos. CI-47, COl-7, 14, $240 ($235)
Harmers of NY; C2, $140 ($85) Harmers
of NY; C5 (2) + C5a (2) in bl. of 4,
$105 ($76) Harmers of NY; CI5-20, perf
P, $200 Harmers of NY; COI-7, 14, $48
($45) Fox; COl-7, used bI. of 4, $90 ($90)
Harmers of NY; C09 + C03 on cover,
$525 Harmers of NY; C012 + C07 Har
mers of NY.

No. J9, bI. of 4, $33 ($35) Ball; J12,
$60 ($50) Metro; UX2, used, $70 ($50)
Ball; 1930 cover from Canal Zone to Lake
hurst and by Zeppelin to Friedrichshafen
with CZ No. 95, Cl (2), C5 and U. S. No.
C14, cover toning, 20 covers carried, $1500
Scott Auction Galleries.

Datz Philatelic Index 1980

Reviewed by Gilbert N. Plass

Scott Publishing Co. has released the
1980 edition of the Datz Philatelic Index.
This book lists the percentage price change
over one and ten year periods for all major
numbers of United States singles, plate
blocks, coil line pairs, booklet panes, first
day covers, and die proofs. It also covers
all the major numbers of the U. S. Posses
sions including, of course, Canal Zone.

It also lists the greatest percentage in
creases for U. S. Possessions during both
the past year and over a ten year period.
For the greatest percentage increase during
the past year only three Canal Zone stamps
make the top fifty list for U. S. Possessions:
rank #27 and 28 are Nos. 32 and 105 with
a 67% increase and rank #39 is No. 63
with a 50% increase. The percentage in
crease for No. 105 does not really mean
much because of its very low price. Offices
in China take most of the honors for per
centage increases during the past year.

For the ten year period a Canal Zone
stamp leads over all others from the U. S.
Possessions. Rank #1 goes to No. 53 with a
5500% increase. This 2¢ Type IV has in
creased in value tremendously as its rarity
is recognized. The other Canal Zone stamps
in the top 50 ranks are: rank #7, No. 47,
1844%increase; #9, No. 57, 1500%increase;
#19, No. 54, 1000% increase; #34, No. 52,

The Canal Zone Study GroupCopyright 1980

(USPS 556-140)
A.P.S. Affiliate No. 42

Gilbert N. Plass, Editor
P. O. Box 9973

College Station, Texas 77840
Published quarterly by The Canal Zone
Study Group, P. O. Box 765, State College,
Pa. 16801. Postmaster, send 3579 forms to
29 S. South Carolina Ave., Atlantic City,
N.J. 08401. Printed by Himes Printing Co.,
State College, Pa. Second Class postage paid
at State College, Pa. 16801.

Display advertising accepted from CZSG
members only at the following rates per
insertion: .

There was only a moderate amount of
Canal Zone material available at auction
during the spring quarter. In the following
list the price realized is given with the cata
logue price in parenthesis as listed in the
auction catalogue. The name of the auction
house follows: All items are unused and
without serious defects unless mentioned
otherwise. All prices have been rounded to
the nearest dollar.

Scott No.1, $200 ($225) Bruce W. Ball;
3, used, $175 ($175) Ball; 3, on cover,
small tape stain, $260 ($275) William A.
Fox; 9, pane of 100, $300 ($219) Earl P.
L. Apfelbaum; lla in bl. of 4, $70 ($59)
Fox; 12, pane of 100, $450 ($250) Fox;
13, orange red ovp., bl. of 4, $200 ($90)
Fox; 13, right PANAMA 5 mm below bar
in bl. of 4, $73 ($65) Fox; 20 PANAMA
reading up in bl. of 4, $90 ($102) Fox;
20, antique N in bl. of 4, $90 ($85) Fox.

No. 22, pane of 100, $170 ($100) Apfel
baum; 23, pane of 100, $140 ($110) Apfel
baum; 23a interleaving stuck to back, $575
( $500) Fox; 26, pane of 100, faults, $725
($1300) Apfelbaum; 26c, bl. of 4, $1000
($1500) Apfelbaum; 27-30, $48 ($58) Ball;
31-35, $38 ($32) Fox; 32c, dist. og, small
faults, $700 ($400) Metro Stamp; 33a, $140
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Canal Zone Post Offices Open
on April 17, 1948

depicts a map of the island and the Coati
mundi, an animal common to the Isthmus.
The dimensions of the stamp are 0.84" x
1.44".2 A total of 22,080 first day covers
were serviced.3

I am trying to obtain a first day cover
from each of the twenty-five Canal Zone
Post Offices which were open on April 17,
1948, the first day of sale. I have listed, in
table form, the twenty-five post offices. As
you can see, I can only account for five of
the twenty-five post offices.This is the point
at which I need your help. If you have a
first day cover of the 10¢ Barro Colorado
Island stamp postmarked at any of the re
maining twenty post offices, I would ap
preciate hearing from you. Please send a
Xerox copy of your cover. If enough people
respond, I will tabulate the results, and
will have them published in a future issue
of the Canal Zone Philatelist, for the benefit
of all Canal Zone collectors.

Ancon
Cristobal
Gatun"
LaBoca
Corozal
Pedro Miguel
Balboa"

amooa
Balboa Heights"
Fort Sherman
Fort Grant
Fort Amador
Coco Solo

Fort Clayton
France Field"
Fort Davis
Albrook Field
Diablo Heights
Howard Field
Cocoli
Margarita"- --
Fort Gulick
Curundu
Rodman

Quarry Heights

Bibliography

1. Scott's Specialized Catalog of United
States Stamps: Canal Zone, pg. 653 (1980
edition).

2. Canal Zone Government Publication:
Postage Stamps of the Canal Zone, pg. 297
( 1961).

3. Ibid, page 298.

A Toro Point Postmark

By Lawson P. Entwistle

The Canal Zone Postal Service established
a post office at Toro Point under the name
of Station B, Cristobal, on January 9, 1911,
and operated it under that name until April
30, 1916, when the name was changed to
Fort Sherman. In a memorandum, dated
March 31, 1916, the acting Director of
Posts, in recommending the name change,
mentioned that the general public knew the
post office as Toro Point, or as Fort Sher
man, and that the station designation was
not generally known to those outside of
the CZPS.

In connection with work on a book on
the postal markings of the Canal Zone, I
have received hundreds of cancelations and
other markings from cooperating members.
On one post card, addressed to "Forth"
Sherman, there was a faint, but readable,
Toro Point receiving mark, dated January
~, 1916. This -I'ame card is illustrated i!L
the Tatelman book on page 79, but the Toro
Point marking cannot be read, nor is there
any statement about it. Another example
turned up on a cut-out from a postal in
spection report, this one dated January 21,
1919 (see illustration).

Canal Zone News

On June 12, 1980 the old handstamps at
the APO offices in the Canal Zone were re
tired and a new cancel was introduced. The
new cancel reads around the circle "AIR
FORCE POSTAL SERVICE I APO" with
the date and zip code in the center. There
are four horizontal heavy bars to cancel the
stamp. The interesting feature of this new
cancel is the wording between these bars:
"REPUBLIC OF PANAMA I MILITARY
POSTAL SERVICE I I OF THE UNITED
STATES I AUTHORIZED BY THE 1/
PANAMA CANAL TREATY". The single
slashes, "I", appear in the cancel just as
indicated; the double slashes, "I/", are used
to indicate where a new line begins in the
cancel.

On April 22, 1980 Panama branch POs
were opened in small booths just outside the
military APOs on the Defense Sites at Ft.
Davis, Clayton, Howard AFB, Albrook AFS,
and Rodman. There are no Panama offices
in areas of Military Coordination at Quarry
Heights, Ft. Amador, and Fr. Gulick be
cause of some provisions of the treaty. The
name of Rainbow City has been changed to
Arcoides (rainbow in Spanish) and will
probably have a new cancel soon. The Pan
ama mini-post officesoffer better and cheap
er services sometimes than the APO; for
example, the foreign airmail is quicker, and
newsletters and first class mail into Panama
are much cheaper, since local rates are
charged, while the APO charges foreign
rates to Panama. Our thanks to LTC Robert
Karrer for this information.

" Signifies that I have seen covers bear
ing a postmark from the noted town or city.

According to the Canal Zone Govern
ment Publication, Postage Stamps of the
Canal Zone, all postmasters were furnished
with rubber stamps reading: "First Day of
Issue." This rubber stamp was to be ap
plied to all mail, bearing the 10¢ Barro
Colorado Island commemorative, submitted
for cancelling on April 17, 1948. Apparent
ly two colors of ink were used, purple and
black.

It is my understanding that only the Bal
boa and Balboa Heights postmarks beared
the legend: "First Day of Issue." All other
FDCs from the remaining post offices had
a separate "First Day of Issue" rubber
stamp applied.

The Barro Colorado Island stamp also
was issued in precancelled form. Perhaps a
few FDCs bearing the stamp precancelled
were prepared by Postmasters for close
friends. Anyone know of this possibility?
Write. to me at 250 Goodnight Road, Mar
tinsville, Ind. 46151.

It seems possible that someone in the
CZPS ordered one or more Toro Point de
vices not realizing that a post office by that
name did not exist officially. The type of
marking is exactly the same as one known
from Cristobal (December 17, 1913) and
two from Empire (December 8 and De
cember 31, 1913). This suggests that the
Toro Point receiving mark might also have
been delivered in late 1913 and was part
of the same order as the Cristobal and Em
pire ones (and possibly others, not yet re
ported).

After all these years we now have a
completely new town name to add to this
list of Canal Zone post offices.
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Misleading Advertisement
Our attention has been called to an ad

vertisement in one of the weekly stamp
magazines which reads: "Rarities! U. S. Pos
sessions. Canal Zone C25A (sic) 31c Air
imperforate vertical, only 49 pairs known!
Scarce as 157A (sic) which sells for $12,
500. NH Pair $2500." The ad neglects to
state that the catalogue price is $350 and
that the last copy sold at auction brought
only $325 this year, while a copy sold for
$230 in 1978. Anyone with any experience
with Canal Zone stamps should know that
the quantities listed in the Scott catalogue
for errors that have to be collected in pairs
are for the number of pairs known. Thus
the quantity 98 in the catalogue means thai:
there are 98 pairs known for this stamp.
Two panes of 100 were found with 3 stamps
used from one pane and lost to collectors.
Thus the quaptity known given in the ad
is wrong and there are twice as many
copies in pairs of this error as for No. 157a.
Thus it is completely wrong to imply that
the C25a and 157a errors should sell for
comparable prices.



Errors and Varieties

By Gilbert N. Plass
There are several errors and varieties

known on the surcharged Panama postage
dues. One pan-" of Scott No. J8 had the sur
charge placed too far to the right, Fig. 1.
This is a tantalizing error as it is almost, but

Fig. 1. Scott No. J8, split surcharge.

not quite, a ZONE CANAL error. There is a
trace of ZONE on the right hand perfora
tions and thus this should be classified as a
split surcharge. I have seen a number of
stamps from this pane, but all have at least
some of the surcharge on the right side.

Two unusual surcharge errors occur on
No. Jll. ZONE is omitted from the sur
charge on No. JlIa, as shown in Fig. 2.

Fig. 2. No. Jlla, CANAL only.

This is the only recorded copy of this error.
In another error on this stamp the "4" is
omitted, No. JlIb, as shown in Fig. 3. It

Fig. 3. No. Jllb, "4" missing.

is not known how these errors occurred.
There is no trace of a.crease on these stamps
to indicate a fold-over of the paper, al
though for No. JlIa a fold-over may have
happened on an adjoining stamp or in the
selvedge. However, it is difficult to see how
Jllb could occur from a fold-over without
there being creases on the stamp. Note that
the uC" of CANAL is only partly printed
on this stamp. An extra piece of paper may
have come between the printing plate and

the stamp at this point when the surcharge
was printed. Only one copy is known of
No. Jlla and two copies of No. Jllb.

The story of the ZONE ZONE errors has
been given in Vol. 8, p. 1 (1972) and will
not be repeated here, except to say that a
ZONE slug was used instead of the CANAL
slug in Pos. 18 of the lower right pane of
the overprint form of 400 subjects. This
error was printed on all stamps of the first
printing of the sharp A overprint in 1925.
Many of the ZONE ZONE errors are very
rare as the post office attempted to gather
and burn all the errors after a number of
the 3¢ errors had been sold (No. 85a). The
1¢, 2¢, and 10¢ postage due sharp A over
prints were included in this first printing
and the ZONE ZONE error was printed on
each of these denominations. Examples of
Nos. J18a and J19a are shown in Figs. 4
and 5. It is believed that less than 20 copies

Fig. 4. No. }18a, ZONE ZONE.

Fig. 5. No. J19a, ZONE ZONE.

of each of these errors exist. A strange
aspect of the ZONE ZONE error story is
that 125 copies of the 10¢ postage due
error stamps were printed. According to of
ficial records 15 copies were sold and yet no
example of this error has ever been reported.
Is the official record itself wrong on this
point or were 15 copies used for non-phila
telic postage due mail and thrown away?

An interesting error can be found on No.
J17b, the "E" of POSTAGE is omitted.
This occurred on Pos. 93 (which has a
straight edge on the bottom) and on Pas.
83. Only upper left panes were overprinted.
The "E" is completely missing on Pas. 93,
but usually a small part of the "E" shows
on Pas. 83, as shown in Fig. 6. A small part
of the "E" is often missing on Pos. 73, but
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this is not considered the error. Pos. 83 is
considered the error even though a trace
of the "E" may show.

Fig. 6. No. }l7b, "E" omitted.

1920 War Tax Stamp
During World War I Congress passed a

bill on Oct. 2, 1917 increasing the postal
rates to provide additional funds to defray
war expenses. The first class rate was raised
to 3¢. On Oct. 19, 1917 the Director of
Posts of the Canal Zone wrote to the Execu
tive Secretary calling this Act to his atten
tion. Since the Canal Zone had never had
a 3¢ stamp up to that time, it would be
necessary to either order stamps of the 3¢
denomination or surcharge present stamps.

With this in mind, the Director of Posts
had the Panama Canal Press prepare proofs
of such a surcharge. According to Tatle
man's book the l¢ and 2¢ stamped enve
lopes of 1916 were surcharged with a "T"
and "l¢". According to Tatleman two dif
ferent sizes of the surcharges were pre
pared for the proofs, although he only il
lustrates one size on both the 1¢ and 2<1:
envelopes. On Oct. 23, 1917 Frank Feuille,
Special Attorney, The Panama Canal ruled
that this postage increase was in fact an
exise tax and thus did not apply to the
Canal' Zone. The rates were not increased
during the war in the Canal Zone and these
surcharges. were never issued. Does any
member have knowledge of where these
envelope proofs are now? H so, please ad
vise your Editor.

Recently H. E. Harris and Co., Inc. dis
covered in a collection that they had pur
chased a copy of the l¢ Type II stamp
with a similar surcharge, Fig. 1. Accom
panying this stamp was a typed letter as
follows: "August 27, 1920. Mr. Gerald
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VF PB 172529 UL position $12.00

NEW LIST

$10.00
Same as above fine

centering

VF, NH, C014a error
position 38 .... $1900.00

Superb, NH C09 $400.00

RICK SCHWARTZ
dealing exclusively in Canal Zone

Since 1965

Box 25193 Los Angeles, CA 90025

telephone (213) 683-2522 or
residence 474-5290

At the International Stamp Exhibition
held in London from May 6-14, 1980, CZSG
member Dr. J. B. Hehne was awarded a
gold medal for his outstanding presentation
of "Selected Canal Zone Overprints on the
Third and Fourth Panama Provisional 1,;
sues,"

Canal Zone collections always
needed. Send or write.

LONDON 1980

A comprehensive new list of Canal
Zone material is available for a self
addressed, legal size (#10) envelope
with 28¢ postage. All items on list
were in stock on date of issuance un
like other so-called lists.

A limited supply of tagged #164's
have been obtained (see last Philate
list) and are available at:

VF, NH singles $1.75 blocks 4X

F -VF PB 172528 w/ gripper
cracks UL position ..... $lS!.50

might be an error in the date, but a partial
investigation indicates that the trip South
and the trip North were both made on the
same day, August 11, 1914."

The reason for bringing up this bit of
linguistic minutia is to illustrate how the
mistranslation of one small word can cause
one to go in the wrong direction! The cul
prit in this particular case is the word del.
Mr. Greene says it means from, but the
dictionary states that del is a contraction
of two words: de and el meaning of and
the; so substitute of the in Cllaceof from and
you will now find the S.S. Panama heading
in the right direction, the hills are on the
correct sides of the Cut, and the facts make
sense that the S.S. Panama is southbound
- the view was taken of the north - on
the 12¢; and she was northbound on the
return trip to Cristobal - the view was
taken at the south - on the 15¢. And thus
concludes our English lesson for today 
or rather our Spanish leccion!

-R. H. SALZ

though the error has been listed in the cata
logues for years. If you have any evidence
to correct any of these numbers, please let
me know. There are 117 stamps in this tab
ulation of those with 50 or less examples
known.

I copy known. Scott Nos. Ie, 14g, 21a,

30b, 55f, 56h, 61c, 61e, 84c, 8;6d, 87b, 90b,
Jlla, UXlc, UXle, UX2e, UX3a, UX8a,
UXl&. I

2 copies known. Nos. Ie, 3b, 24e, 30a,
46c, 52c, 52d, 92a, 115b, JIlh, J17c.

3 copies known. Nos. 3c, 23i, 27b, 55d,
90a, 92b, 92c, 97d, U2d.

4 copies known. Nos. Ib, 2c, 24d, 26b,
27a, 31a, 88a, 102a.

5-9 copies known. Nos. 9c, 22b, 22c, 23e,
23g, 23h, 26a, 40a, 56d, 76a, 86h, 87a,
J21a, Ula, Ulb, UXla, UX2a.

10-14 copies known. Nos. 2b, 12e, 14d,
He, 15a, 20d, 23b, 34a, 38a, 55c, 60a, 61d,
67b, 86f, 86g, 91b, 97a, 100a, J18a, J19a,
J20a.

15-19 copies known. Nos. If, 12d, 22f,
46d, 86a, 116a, U2b, U2c.

20-29 copies known. Nos. 9d, lOb, 14a,
22g, 23a, 53b, 56e, 57a, 7lc, 84a, 86b, 91a.

30-39 copies known. Nos. 14f, 25a, 39a,
55b, 56c, 56f.

50 copies known. Nos. Id, 20c, 22a, 33a,
7la, 157a, C014a.

No Habla Espanol
In the early days Frank E. Greene wrote

[HI.!1y_re.p_ortson_Canal_Z.one(and PanaQl~J
stamps. He was fortunate to be on the scene
and had many interesting comments to
make in his breezy writing style which you
have read in many "Second Time Around"
articles reprinted in the CZP.

An article in The Stamp Trade (1917)
titled "Panama and Canal Zone Notes" by
Frank E. Greene begins: "Everyone of the
new Zone stamps contains an error.... "
He is writing about the official photographs
which were submitted to Panama who in
turn sent them to the American Bank Note
Company to be used as vignettes for the
beautifully engraved 12¢ and 15¢, Scott
Nos. 49 and 50. Mr. Greene continues;

"12-cent: The official photograph carries
the title: 'S.S. Panama' in Culebra Cut, near
Empire, on trip through canal. Looking
north, Aug. 11, 1914.' The inscription on
the stamp states that the view is taken from
the north. Evidently there was a mixup in
the translation from English to Spanish. The
writer's guess, that the view was taken
from a point a short distance north of the
spot where the Empire bridge formerly
crossed the canal, is correct.

"15-cent: The official photograph carries
the title: 'S.S. Panama on return trip
through canal. Looking south, Aug. 11,
1914. In Culebra Cut.' The same sort of an
error was made in connection with the in
scription as was made on the 12-cent stamp,
that is naming the opposite direction. The
writer has previously suggested that there

Fig. 1. Tax essay (?)

Bliss, Cristobal, C. Z. Sir: Mr. Coleman,
stamp dealer in Washington, D. C., may
write to you in regard to Canal Zone stamps
with a War Tax Surcharge. For your infor
mation: - There were a few sample speci
mens surcharged at Mt. Hope but on ac
count of the Postal Agreement with the
Republic of Panama it was decided not to
impose a War Tax. Very truly yours," Un
fortunately the letter ends at this point with
no indication of who the writer may have
been and there is no signature. Since the
whereabouts of the envelope proofs is lL.'1.

known, it is not possible to compare this
surcharge with those and reach a conclusion
about its genuineness. Can any member
supply further information about this sur
charge? Again let your Editor know if you
have any additional information.

Canal Zone's Rarest Stamps
yGn~PIass

A single of the Thatcher Bridge error
sold for $5750 in 1978, while No. C014a,
inverted overprinted has been offered re
cently at a four figure price as has No.
C25a. Fifty copies are known of the first
two errors and 98 pairs are known of the
last. In each of these cases all of these
copies were saved for collectors; there is no
question of some being lost to non-collectors.
These prices seem high compared to other
Canal Zone errors that are in many cases
much scarcer than these and every bit as
desirable. Either these modern errors are
overpriced or the older errors still have con
siderable appreciation potential - perhaps
there is truth in both of these alternatives.

It seemed to me that it might be worth
while to tabulate all Canal Zone errors with
50 or less copies in the hands of collectors.
The numbers in existence are either from
official or reliable reports at the time of dis
covery or are based on long records of every
copy of the stamp which has been sold at
auction or has been seen in exhibitions or
collections. I take full responsibility for the
accuracy of these numbers and realize that
some may wish to argue with a few of
these quantities. A few otherwise qualified
errors have been omitted from this list be
cause there is no reliable evidence as to t.l}e
number of copies found or in existence. In
a few cases they are omitted because of
doubt that any genuine copies exist, even

-21-
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Type III Stamps -
(Continued from page 17)

l¢ (#46 light green and #46b) showing
normal relation between "CANAL" and
"ZONE" (i.e., not "Z" under "C"); position
98 on #46a.

2. 5¢ blue with 9.2 mm spacing of
"messy" overprint and dated 1920 or later.

Evidenc;e which would tend to refute my
explanation:

1. 5¢ blue with 9.2 mm spacing in mul
tiples dated before 1915.

2. 5¢ blue with 9.2 mm spacing in mul
tiples showing clear characteristics of type
I overprint (i.e., right shape and "texture").

3. "Messy" 5¢ blue with 9.2 mm spacing
dated before 1920.

4. l¢ light green with "z" under "c"
in position 3 (or position 98 on#46a).

I will be writing a formal article on types
I and III. Reports of unusual items of these
types will be most appreciated. And in par
ticular I would like to receive reports of:

1. Multiples of type I 2¢ (and 5¢ if they
exist) with 9.2 mm spacing, especially if
position can be determined.

2. Covers with type III, especially the
1920-21 printings.

3. Position blocks of type Ill's - es
pecially positions 3, 8, or 18, or any posi
tions which show shifts:

___ ~~ J:)ated e~~ples ~!~~. __~
Xeroxes will be greatly appreciated.

Please address correspondence to Box 443,
Berkeley, CA 94701.

Book Review

By David Farnsworth

The Panama Story by Jean Gilbreath Nie
meier (Portland, OR: Metropolitan Press,
1968) (ISBN 0-8323-0195-7), 303 pages
paperbound, $4.50.

The first 165 pages give a view from
Panama City chiefly through quotes from
the newspaper Star & Herald from 1849
through 1904. The Star & Herald traces its
lineage from the Panama Star which was
founded in February 1849 by some '4gers
who were delayed in Panama. The paper
is English-language and has a sister paper
La Estrella de Panama which is in Spanish.
Translated quotes from La Estrella are used
also. Both papers continue on today as
dailies.

The day-to-day concerns of the citizens
and visitors of Panama are very interesting
reading. Riots, fires, lotteries, European in
vasions of neighboring countries, and fili
busters make a lively yarn. Some other
sources are used to reinforce the story line.
The same kind of thrill which one experi
ences reading old primary source material
is waiting for the reader of this portion of



Are you wondering how I dig up the old
news? Some of it comes from articles that
were turned over to me from Bill Philler's

files - most of which have been published
in the CZP. At SOJEX '76 a happy occas
sion occurred when Jim DeVoss gave me
a square box, neatly wrapped and sealed,
which he said contained his personal card
file of Canal Zone articles which had ap
peared in the philatelic press. After my re
turn home I started digging through this
wealth of information which is arranged
according to Scott catalog numbers and by
subject. When a particular card catches my
eye it is set aside for the next trip to the
\"'estern Philatelic Library located in SW1
nyvale about 30 miles south of San Fran
cisco. Once there it is a simple matter to
pull out the copy of the publication referred
to and a quick reading determines whether
or not it is of interest. Then to the photo
copy machine; a return run to San Fran
cisco; a short session at my typewriter; and
off it goes to Editor Gil Plass for inclusion
in a future CZP.

the book. The Rrst part parallels Niemeier's
thesis fat the University of Washington.

The remainder of the book uses many
long newspaper quotes and is well-docu
mented, which is nice. The story continues
chronologically to just before the elections
of 1968. However, the tone changes dras
tically at 1904. The post-1904 era is treated
in the. manner of a political scientist and
sociologist. The book also becomes more
anecdotal. Presumably the topics are those
that interest the author. The Star & Herald
does not play the central mle which it does
in the first part. This is unfortunate because
a certain flavor is lost. Hence, the second
half tends toward the standard books on
Panama. However, overall the book can be
recommended highly.

Incidentally, both of the historic news
papers which form a basis for much of this
book accept mail subscriptions. The circula
tion manager is Jose Gabriel Duque V.,
care of La Estrella de Panama and the

Star & Herald, Avenida 9A, Sur No. 7-38,
Apartado 159, Panama 1, Republic of Pan
ama. The Star & Herald costs less than
$12.00 per month mailed by surface to the
United States.

Postal Markings Needed
In connection with a project to catalog

all the postal markings of the Canal Zone,
examples of the following are needed:

Double circle REGISTERED. The circles
usually measure 28-30 mm and 18-20 mm

in diameter, respectively, with the post of
fice name and CANAL ZONE (or C.Z.) at
top and REGISTERED at bottom, with
date in center.

Albro ok Air Force Base, Chagres, Cocoli,
Curundu, Diablo Heights, Fort Amador,
Fort Gulick, France Air Force Base, Fri
joles, Howard Field, Howard Air Force
Base, Monte Lirio, Quarry Heights, Rod
man, Upham.

Double circle PARCEL POST. Like REG
ISTERED but wth PARCEL POST at bot
tom.

Albrook Field, Albrook Air Force Base,
.Balboa, Balboa A.M.F., Cocoli, Culebra,
Curundu, Diablo Heights, Empire, Fort
Amador, Fort Gulick, Fort Sherman,
France Field, France Air Force Base,
Gamboa, Gatum, Howard Air Force Base,
Howard Field, Las Cascadas, Madden
Dam, Monte Lirio, Paraiso, Pedro Miguel,
Quarry Heights, Rodman, Upham, Mar
garita.

Plain double circle. Post office name and

CANAL ZONE (or C.Z.) with date in
center.

Albrook Field, Chagres, Co coli, Corozal,
Margarita, Rainbow City.

RECEIVED. Usually single circle 28-30
mm in diameter with post office name and
CANAL ZONE (or C.Z.) at top and REC'D

or RECEIVED at bottom, with date in
center.

Fort Amador, Frijoles, Gamboa, La Boca,
MirafIores, Tabernilla.

ROLLERS. Two wavy lines above and
below post office name and CANAL ZONE
(or C.Z.).

Balboa A.M.F., Chagres, Cocoli, Corozal,
Curundu, Fort Amador, Fort Davis, Fort
Randolph, Fort Sherman, France Field,
France Air Force Base, Gamboa, catun,
Howard Air Force Base, Madden Dam,
Paraiso, Rainbow City, Upham.

Anyone who has any of the above please
contact Lawson P. Entwistle, 10,000 East
Broadway, Tucson, AZ 85710. He would
like to see a xerox copy so that the marking
can be copied.

Regional Meeting at
WESTPEX '80

The 11th CZSG regional meeting at
vVESTPEX '80 was a good one, with active
participation by five of the seventeen mem
bers present. Informal talks were presented
on: swimming meets and life in the Zone
(very non-philatelic); Scott Nos. 46-48 _
some new thoughts and findings; Christmas
greetings printed on Scott UX4 and UX3

(a comprehensive article will appear in 4th
quarter CZP, 1980); the tagged 5¢ Stevens,
perf 11 x 10 ¥Z, ~ith dull gum (see article
in 2nd quarter CZP, 1980); an overall view
of the Canal Zone Commissary Stores (also
non-philatelic); and a report on "holes in
the selvage" (future article for the CZP).

The meeting lasted for over an hour and
was followed by the usual discussion groups,
a bit of swapping, and "see you next year!"

Second Time Around

Everyone knows that the wheels of for
tune turn slowly and this case was no ex
ception. Jim and I had been talking about
this bibliography for approximately five
years, and when he did place that neatly
wrapped box in my hands, I was so taken
back that I'm sure enough thank-you's were
not given. Anyway, again many thanks in
which I'm sure that all readers join.

Now to continue. This index of Canal
Zone articles begins with 1904 and runs
through 1955, so there is a wealth of ma

terial. We would like to bring the bibliog
raphy up to date. Are ther~ any readers
who have kept a file on articles appearing
in the philatelic press from 1954 to the
present day? By combining the two, a
wealth of information would be available
to all of us and it would be an extremely
worthwhile publication by the CZSG. Or is
there someone out there who would like to
work on such a project?

-R. H. SALZ

Censor Markings
The Censor Marking Committee needs

additional information in order to identify
more completely the various types of censor
tapes used to close envelopes, the dates of
use, and the actual censor numbers used.

They are interested in any covers bearing
tapes with censor numbers 2301-2580;
13001-13800; 58001-58250; 59001-59050;
75014-75060. These numbers were used not
only on Inail posted in the Canal Zone a11d
Panama, but also on mail between Central
and South American countries. Members
having any of these censored covers are re
quested to contact: H. A. Metzler, 1601
Suffolk Dr., Clearwater, Fla . .33516.

SELECTED CANAL ZONE
RARITIES

No. 67a" (C.Z. reading down) &
No. 67b" ("ZONE" only), pair,
V.F., O.G., tiny thin in No. 67b,
P.F. Cert., Very Rare, Cat. $1,-
650 as singles Net $2,000

No. C09" V.F., Mint, O.G., N.H.,
Rare, most all known are C.T.a.,
listed but unpriced by Scott, P.F.
Cert. Net $1,500

No. U2b (Head & Ovpt. only) V.F.
used entire envelope, Rare, Cat.
$500++ Net $1,250

No. U2c" (Fr~me only - red) Ex.
tremely Fine, unused.
Cat. $600++ Net $1,000

No. UFl" (10¢ on 5¢ Regis. En
tire) U.P.S.S. No. Rl, Type 1,
Size 6, Extremely Fine unused,
Cat. $900++ Net $1,500

WHAT ELSE DO YOU NEED IN
ELUSIVE CANAL ZONE?

Comprehensive ccCanal Zone''-
stock available

Satisfaction or Immediate Refund

Gladly Sent on Approval with References
Installment Payment Tems If Desired

(No Inte~est or Carrying Charges)

Jack E. Molesworth, Inc.
SPA 88 Beacon Street APS

Boston, :Mass. 02108
CSA Phone (617) 523-2522 CZSG
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