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Presidene s Report
George W. Stilwell
377 Rolling Rock Road
Mountainside, N. J. 07092
As I write this message aur Canal Zane
pastal is abaut to. clase. In its 75 years af
service they have issued less than 280 stamps
(nat including errors), which include regulars, airs, afficials, pastage dues and afficial
seals. There are also. 63 pieces af basic
pastal statianery (abaut 200 if yau include
all sizes, knifes, watermarks,
dies and
errors). This cames aut to. an average af
faur stamps per year and less than ane piece
af pastal statianery per year. No. ane can
ever say that the Canal Zane was prolific in
the issuance af stamps as so. many cauntties
are tad~y.
_
This anly praves that members af the
C.Z.S.G. are an elite graup, interested in
true philately and philatelic research.
There are several active cammittees, same
warking an research projects and in need
af additianal
help and infarmatian.
The
cammittees are as fallaws:
Mail Auction Committee
Richard H. Salz, 60-27th Ave., San Francisco., CA 94121
Gearge W. Stilwell, 377 RaIling Rack
Raad, Mauntainside, NJ 07092
Membership Committee
Alfred R. Bew, 29 S. Sauth Carolina Ave.,
Atlantic City, NJ 08401
Richard H. Salz, 60-27th Ave., San Francisco., CA 94121
Nominating Committee
Gearge R. Campbell,
15 Mary Lane,
Waldwick, NJ 07463
Michael Demski, 115 Warren St., Patersan, NJ 07524
Kenneth J. Kaab, P.O. Bax 71, Carlstadt,
NJ 07072

Publicity Committee
Gilbert N. Plass, P.O. Bax 9973, Callege
Statian, TX 77840
Postal History Committee
Thamas Brougham, 2139 Grant Ave., Apt.
6, Berkeley, CA 94703
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Panagra Crash of 1937

No. 53

"The mail had been tharaughly saaked
and the stamps fell aff befare and during
handling. When we finished taking care of
the mail we gathered up all the laase
stamps and gave them to. the Pastmaster."
Later a falder was given to. Mr. Unruh
with a picture af the plane and with same
af the stamps that fell aff the mail.

After the publicatian af the article in the
Secand Quarter 1979 issue abaut the 1937
Panagra crash, yaur Editar received a letter
from Earl F. Unruh who. warked with the
Canal Zane Pastal Service far many years.
He writes: "1 was an emplayee af the Canal
Zane Pastal Service and was an the dack
at the Pan American-Panagra seaplane base
Last Days of CZPS
in the Canal Zane that evening awaiting
the arrival af the plane fram Sauth Ametica
At press time it has nat been passible
and to. take custady af the mail destined
to. abtain
a final repart an the last days
to. the Canal Zane and to. and via the United
af the Canal Zane Pastal Service. We hape
States.
to. present mare infarmatian
in the next
"Shartly after the final message was reissue. Accarding to. ane repart a number af
ceived from the plane we heard it go. averthe last day cavers fram Balbaa were rehead and knew that it wauld be landing
ceived withaut any pastmark or with a
shartly. We cauld nat see it far the area
double pastmark, thus making them unwas campl~
9vercast and. if ,11Y memory_sUltabl~
far call~ctar~
__
There were several develapments in the
serves me carrectly, the reply to. the plane
indicated a ceiling af fram 500 to. 1000
last few manths that we cauld nat repart
to. yau befare the clasing in aur quarterly
feet in the landing area. Narmal pattern
was far the plane to. circle aver the sea,
publicatian. The 10~' regular issue (Scatt
head back, land in Liman Bay and then
No.. 108) was issued with dull gum. A new
taxi to the dock. The plane passing averprinting was made af the 13<1' + 2<1'enhead was the last we heard and after a lang
velapes in bath the shart and lang sizes.
wait with no. further messages and no. plane,
The new printing has the averprint in a
a Panagra official believed that it had
lighter shade af blue withaut the via let
crashed samewhere at sea surmising that it
tint af the ariginal issue.
had been hit by lightning far there was
quite a tropical starm at sea.
"I, alang with ather pastal emplayees
assigned to. the Air Mail Sectian af the
Cristabal past affice, warked all Wednesday
night an tap of the furnaces at the Mt.
Hape Oil Handling Plant drying aut the
mail that the S-43 recavered.
Then an
Thursday we took care af the mail the
secand submarine recavered. Mr. Stacy C.
Russell, Canal Zane Pastal Inspectar, was
abaard the S-43 when the mail was recavered, taak custady and on return to. the
sub-base made all arrangements far drying
and further handling. As saan as any partian
af the mail was dry it was taken to. the
Cristobal post office for processing. Mr.
Russell had the rubber stamp made at the
Mt. Hape Printing Plant and all mail, individual pieces and complete dispatches intact were endarsed with it and then sent
to. the United States, via Miami, Fla. with
a Bulletin af Verificatian explaining the circumstances.
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On Aug. 24, 1979 reprints were placed
an sale af the 430 page baak "Canal Zane
Pastage Stamps" ariginally published
in
1961 tagether with a supplement by Hugh
Cassibry cavering the stamps issued between 1961 and 1979. Lacal residents cauld
purchase two. capies af each af these. A
tatal af 6,000 reprints of the baok and
8,000 af the supplement were printed. No.
notice af the issuance af these was sent aut.
A few callectars placed arders with the
Philatelic Agency, but no. capies have been
received as af the middle af Octaber. If
any capies remain, they may naw be ordered from the General Services Branch,
Panama Canal Cammissian, APO Miami
34011 at $4 far the baak and $2.50 for the
supplement. It is nat knawn whether this
includes pastage.
The reprint af ilie ariginal baak is identical with the ariginal issue. It cantinues
to. state that the authar is Judge Tatelman
(Continued
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copy of this up to date list with current
prices. The catalogue is printed on the same
better quality paper first used last year
which gives clearer reproduction of the illustrations.

Auctions
By Gilbert N. Plass
A number of rarer Canal Zone stamps
were offered for sale during the summer
quarter. The famous "missing bridge" error,
Scott No. 157a, was offered at auction in a
corner block of four by J. and H. Stolow
and it realized $40,500, certainly an all
time high for a single Canal Zone item.
This error continues to sell at higher and
higher prices, presumably because of the
publicity given to its discovery and its eye
appeal. There are 50 copies available to
philatelists and it is interesting to think
about the fact that there are literally hundreds of other Canal Zone errors that exist
in smaller quantities (from 1 to 40) and
that sell at a fraction of the price of the
"missing bridge" error. You might study
your Scott Specialized Catalogue or the
Check List previously published in the
Canal Zone Philatelist and notice the very
small quantities available of many of the
errors.

The other major event of the quarter
was the sale of the James B. Helme Postal
Stationery Collection of Panama overprinted
Copyright 1979
The Canal Zone Study Group
issues by William Fox. The envelopes and
postal cards offered in this auction with
a listed catalogue value brought $14,105
against a catalogue value of $12,697 or
Scott 1980 Catalogue
11.1% more than the catalogue! The Scott
Catalogue values for Canal Zone are conReviewed by Gilbert N. Plass
servative and the better items often sell
Volume 1 of the 1980 Scott Catalogue above catalogue in today's market. Some
appeared on schedule this summer. There specific prices realized in this sale are given
are a record number of price changes, in the following list.
63,478, in this volume. The stamps of the
The price realized is given followed by
United States and Possessions are now re- the catalogue price in parenthesis as listed
priced twice a year, these prices being re- in the auction catalogue. The name of the
vised from those in the Specialized catalogue auction house follows. All items are unused
of a half year ago. These frequent revisions and without serious defects unless menhelp keep the catalogue in step with the tioned otherwise. All prices have been
market in these inRationary times. There are rounded to the nearest dollar.
many changes in Canal Zone prices from
Scott No.2,
used, $90' ($100) Peter
the Specialized.
Kenedi; 2d on cover, small closed tear,
We can only mention a few of the many $575 ($275) Robert Siegel; 3a on cover,
changes in the following list. All are prices file fold, $450 Richard Wolffers; 4, 5, bl. of
for unused stamps unless otherwise men- 4, used, $63 ($70) William Fox; 8, bl. of
tioned. The price in the 1979 Volume 1 is 4, used, slight perf. separation, $200 ($275)
in parenthesis. All prices are rounded to Fox; 9a in bl. of 4, $70 ($73) Fox; 21, bI.
nearest dollar.
of 4, dist. gum, $40 ($45) Fox; 22, ONE in
Scott Nos. 4-8, $180 ($164); 15, $1000 bl. of 4, $46 ($29) Kenedi; 37, $40 ($25)
($900); 22g, $1000 ( $900); 22-26, $29 Sotheby Parke Bernet; 39c, $400 ($250)
($24); 47, $1300 ($950); 57, $150 ($125);
Sotheby; 3ge, used, $475 ($300) Wolffers;
60-66, $137 ($101); 61, $,500 ($425);
39g, small separations and wrinkle, $450
70-81, $218 ($197); 84-95, $222 ($193);
( $550) Siegel; 41, pair, $50 ($40') Fox.
97, $20 ($15); 100-104, $17 ($14); C2,
No. 46, $290 ($200) Sotheby; 46, used,
$70 ($50); C27-C31, $15 ($10); COI-C07, $75 ($85) Fox; 47, heavily disturbed gum,
$41 ($33); J3, $175 ($150); J5, $35 perfs. cut at top, $S50 ($1300) Fox; 47,
< $28); 01-02, 04-07, 09, $24 ($21).
used, $95 ($100) Siegel; 48, $220 ($175)
All Canal Zone collectors· will need a Sotheby; 54, $180 ($90) Harmer of NY;
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59, $190 ($85) Sotheby; 62a, $40 ($22)
Sotheby; 67, $550 ($500) Sotheby; 67,
used, $120 ($135) Fox; 68, 69, bI. of 4,
used, $20 ($17) Fox,
No. 7le, unexploded booklet of 4 panes,
$280 ($200) Wolffers; 73a, $70 ($60)
vVolffers; 79, bl. of 4, used, heavy cancel,
$35 ($40) Fox; 81, $125 ($125) Sotheby;
81, used, $80 ($75) Wolffers; 84d, $115
($10'0) Wolffers; 86, pI. bl. of 6, $90
($75) Siegel; 93, pI. bl. of 6, $120 ($115)
Fox; 94, $180 ($110) Sotheby; 95, fine,
$58 ($50) Continental Auctions; 95, bl. of
4, used, heavy cancel, $75 ($85) Fox;
105-114, pI. bl. of 6, $60 ($36) Kenedi;
114, pI. bl. of 6, $28 ($8) Kenedi; 115c,
unexploded booklet of 2 panes, $210 ($140)
Wolffers; 120-135, $48 ($54) Kenedi.
No. C2, $70 ($65) Sotheby; C2, pI. bl.
of 6, $1l00 ($700) Kenedi; C6-C14, pI. bl.
of 6, $130 ($88) Kenedi; C15-20, $34
($35) Kenedi; C36-C41, pI. bl. of 6, $55
($44) Kenedi; COl-7, C014, bl. of 4, used,
$105 ($73) Fox; COS-C0l2, used, $700
( $675) Sotheby.
No. Jl, $42 ($17) Sotheby; J2, $105
($55) Sotheby; J4-J6, bl. of 4, used, $53
($69) Fox; J9-Jll, bl. of 4, used, $40
($49) Fox; J12, $85 ($40) Sotheby; J13,
$55 ($30) Sotheby; J14, $160 ($1l0)
Sotheby; J14, bl. of 4, used, $70 ($S7)
Fox; JI5-J17, bl. of 4, used, $70 ($53)
Fox; JlS-J24, bl. of 4, used, $70 ($69)
Fox; 01-02, 04-07, 09, bl. of 4, used, $35
($29) Fox; 03, bI. of 4, used, $65 ($60)
Fox; 08, used, $425 ($400) Sotheby.
All the following postal stationery are
from the William Fox sale of the Helme
collection: No. UI-U2, $120 ($90); Ula,
$575 ($425); U2b, $525 ($425); U2b, used,
$650 ($425); U2c, $625 ($500); U2d,
$950 ($700); US, $550 ($500); UFl, $750
($750); UFla, $450 ($450); UF; "10
CANAL ZONE 10" prepared for use, but
not issued, $1000 ($600); UXl, $16 ($12);
UXla, $425 ($400); UXld, used, $410
($160); UX2a, $500 ($350); UX2, (UPSS
#S7), $120 ($85); UX2c, $95 ($75); UX5,
used, $350 ($350); UX6, faint trace of
ink smear, $425 ($450).

Quantities Issued
L. C. Hilzinger, Director of Posts has
advised us that the following quantities
were issued: No. C50a, 619,200 panes of
4 (123,S40 booklets);
UC15, 387,000
(82,000 long; 305,000 short); UC16, 75,000
(35,000 long; 40,000 short); UXC5, 68,000.
He also advises that the 5c Stevens Rotary
stamps were received on May 24, 1976
and requisitioned to the field on May 26,
1976. Thus they should have been on sale
for some months in 1976, yet no copies
have been reported before 1977. Can anyone report a copy on cover or with a clear
postmark of 1976? Please advise your Editor
if you find one.

Canal Zone Handbook

Fig. 1. Long bar on 13¢ booklet.

Fig. 2. Narrow

horizontal

bar.

Marginal Markings
Two illustrations for the article on Marginal Markings by Douglas K. Lehmann in
the Third Quarter 1979 issue were omitted
by mistake. In Fig. 1 the complete long bar
is shown in the margin of the 13¢ booklet.
A portion of the narrow horizontal bars in
the middle of the sheet of booklet panes
is shown in Fig. 2 at the top. This can only
be found on panes from the sixth horizontal
row oLlLaneLhLilie~l._ancLlheJLOIJly_
if the panes are miscut with an extra large
margin at the top. This could presumably
also occur if a large margin were left at
the bottom of the pane for panes from the
fifth horizontal row on the sheet, but none
of this type have been reported.

Liquor Stamps
Lawson Entwistle reports two new varieties of the liquor stamps. A black printed
stamp has been found similar to the previously known "lh botellas" stamp, but with
no bottle size indicated, with the imprint
"Estrella de Panama", and with the inscriptions "Botellas" and "Decreto No. 43
de 1956". On the meter liquor stamps he
has obtained an error with the denomination 360 cent. de bolivar, and marked Ley
2 de 1972. The denomination is crossed out
by six vertical bars, four at the right 2 mm
high and two at the left slightly less than
5 mm high.

UX9 Spacing
The l¢ U.S. postal card overprinted for
the Canal Zone, Scott No. UX9, is recorded
in our check list with a spacing of 812 mm
and 9 mm. George Sloan in 1949 also reported it with a 912 mm spacing. Can any
member confirm a copy with this spacing?

-R. H. SALZ

Several members have written asking
about the Canal Zone Handbook being written by Gilbert Plass, Geoffrey Brewster, and
Richard Salz. The authors are as anxious to
finish it as many of our members are to
receive their copy! The authors are making
good progress and have only a couple of
chapters left to revise at this time. The
book will contain much previously unpublished information about Canal Zone stamps
and will illustrate an example of every stamp
and error that the authors have been able
to track down. It is the authors aim to have
the printer start work on the book in the
first half of 1980 and hopefully to deliver
it to our members before the end of next
year. We currently expect to make the book
available to members at a very special
price.

Book Reviews
By David Farnsworth
The View from Panama edited by J.P.
Morray (The Institute for Theoretical History, Monmouth, Oregon, 1978) 149 pages
paperbound,
$5.95.
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The United States is treated very harshIy. A fiercely Panamanian nationalistic point
of view is put forth. One could believe
through some of these analyses that the
US has given up very little by the treaties.
The full texts of the treaties are included.
For example, many authors find the Neutrality Treaty very repugnant.
They feel
that a region into which the US will have
a legal right to send troops after 1999 is not
neutral. Also Article III 1. ( c) states that
"tolls
shall be just, reasonable, equitable
" This, they write, impinges on
the sovereignty of Panama and might be
used as an excuse for US military intervention if, say, fees become too high.
The US is characterized as imperialistic
and self seeking throughout. There is very
little point counterpoint as the essays
are read. The tone of the book is one of
favoring acceptance of the treaties now as
the best that can be done at this time.
Marxist and Leninist thought hovers in
the background. This book is so different,
being from a North American's viewpoint
very revisionist in its history, that it can
be difficult to extract the most important
arguments and facts from it. On the other
hand, the points are clearly made and the
translations are smooth. Some readers will

be angered by this book. However, many
would be angered by books such as Jon
Speller's (reviewed in CZP whole number
49). A far leftist in Panama might disagree
with the spirit of this book, probably saying that it is not a sufficient call to action
for the Panamanian people, but rather is
too moderate.
Yanqui Politics and the Isthmian Canal
by Lawrence O. Ealy (The Pennsylvania
State University Press, University Park, Pa.,
1971)
(ISBN 271-01126-2),
192 pages,
$12.00.
This short volume is written for readers
interested in United States politics. The
reader is expected to have an active knowledge of US political history, as well as
the geography and political names and subdivisions of the Western Hemisphere from
1779 onward. There are no maps to help
the uninitiated.
For example, the reader
is never told where Chiriqui is, or that New
Granada and Columbia represent the same
region until page 99; and one is left to
wonder who the "ideal" diplomat Sumner
Welles is. One must know beforehand,
guess, overlook this or go to other sources.
The tone of the book suggests that events
are determined by the politics of the day
and mostly the politics of crises. The author
concerns himself only with the most prominent United States politicians and such
things as party platforms. Cromwell and
Buneau-Varilla are considered to be very
minor indeed
__ ~_._.
.
-c'I __
TIllS
IS a very sweepmg
(reau
superficial or simplistic) account which begins in
1779. On page 82, the author commences
.
. 0 f th e
a d'ISCUSSlOn
0 f t he current po I'Ibcs
Zone with some digressions, one of which
is an interesting chapter on the Zone's legal
system. Since the latter part of the book is
more or less current, the author could easily
fall into ax grinding. He avoids that, but
there are more serious problems.
Ealy skips over the construction of the
canal almost entirely, which is, of course,
his prerogative. He characterizes de Lesseps
as an engineer. He wasn't. This exemplifies
the principal fault of the book its inaccuracy. A description of the mistakes
would fill this issue of CZP. Many are as
transparent as this one on page 64, in which
Ealy has Senator Morgan taking an interest

WANTED
By Specialist
CANAL ZONE POSTAL
MONEY ORDERS
Write describing
material for offer
James E. Noll CZSG #470
P.O. Box 16392
Irvine, Ca. 92713
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in the canal seven years after his death.
Since these errors permeate the work, a
loss of faith in the remainder comes quickly.
If you believe that high level politics
ahnost totally controls human progress or
the lack thereof, and have some knowledge
of US and Latin American history, this may
be the book for you. However, beware of
the mistakes and read at least one other
book on the same topic.
The Panama Canal: The Crisis in Historical Perspective, Expanded Paperbound

Edition, by Walter LaFeber (Oxford University Press, New York, 1979) (ISBN
0-19-502511-3), 310 pages, $3.95.
This book was reviewed in CZP whole
number 47 when it was first issued in 1978
in a more expensive hardbound form. The
book is unchanged except for an added 27
page "postscript" and a new appendix
containing the abbreviated texts of the
treaty of 1903 and of the treaties of 1977
and the US Senates' process of ratification
is examined in this postscript.
LaFeber still stresses in the new section
that "it is past time to close the chapter
of North American colonialism on the Isthmus." Clearly he did not change his mind
during the treaty debate.
This is still a good book, and now, in
paperback, a better buy.

A Winner
Congratulations are in order to CZSG
member Torbjorn Larsson-Fedde for winning a silver medal for his three frame
exhibit at "BJORGVIN-79." As a silver
award winner in a national exhibition he
is now eligible to compete on an international level at "NORWEX-80" to be held
in Oslo, Norway next year.
He has sent a clipping from the exhibition catalog describing his recent entry
which should be of interest to our readers:
"CANAL ZONE, VIA PANAMA. Historical
collection via Panama. The collection shows
letters in transit which have crossed over
the Isthmus of Panama before the building
of the Panama Canal. Furthermore are
shown cancellations from the English consulate post offices in Aspinwall (Colon) and
Panama, ships mail, paquebot letters, and
APO cancels."
Mr. Larsson-Fedde wishes to improve his
collection and has asked us to mention that
he is in the market for material which
shows a connection between Scandinavia,
Danish West Indies, and the Isthmus of
Panama; as well as stamps of Great Britain
cancelled E88 and C35 (Aspinwell and Panama) . If you have something you thirlk
might be of interest, and which you wish
to dispose of, drop a note to Torbjorn
Larsson-Fedde, Skottegt, 4, N-4550 Farsund,
NOlway. Incidentally he has an excellent
command of the English language.

-R. H.

SALZ

Plate Block Sale
The Philatelic Agency offered for sale
plate blocks of 10 of a number of regular
and airmail issues beginning Aug. 15, 1979.
However, orders far exceeded stock level
quantities. Even orders sent shortly after
the announcement were returned unfilled
by the Agency. Those who did receive
blocks report that some of them were in
poor condition with the perforations well
into the design.

Cristobal Colon
Richard Peglar writes that he can supply
some information on the steamship cancel
reported by Lee Cornell in the Second
Quarter 1979 issue. The words "Vapor
Correo" mean "steamship mail", while the
"Cristobal Colon" is not the name of a
town, but a steamship. It was owned by
the Campania Transatlantic and was built
in 1923 at 10,800 tons. It went from Spain,
Portugal, and the Canary Islands to New
York, Cuba, Central America and the West
Coast of South America.

Preliminary Report

DIABLO HEIGHTS (Mile 44)
June 1, 1940 to March 31, 1961
This is a residential community across
the railroad from Albrook Air Force Station
and adjacent to the Canal. Mail is now
handled from the Balboa PO for residents.
1970 population - 1178.
EMPIRE (Mile 34)
June 24, 1904 to July 31, 1919
August 16, 1919 to March 31, 1921
The railroad town called Emperador by
the French, was located near the summit of
the mountain range and adjacent to Culebra
Cut. The French name was Anglicized to
Empire by the Yankees when they took
over the canal construction.
FORT AMADOR (Mile 46)
October 20, 1917 to July 31, 1919
August 16, 1919 to April 30, 1921
APO 826 July 1, 1942 to February 11, 1946
February 11, 1946 to present
Receiving APO 09834
This Army Post is on filled in land and
connected by a man made causeway to
three fortified islands of Naos, Pericles and
Flamenco. They jut out into the Pacific
parallel to the dredged channel of the Canal. Initially it was known as Fort Grant
but in 1917 it was renamed in honor of Dr.
Amador the first president of Panama. This
post is located south of Balboa across from
Panama City.

As of September 30, 1979, the 8th CZSG
Mail Auction appears to be an outstanding
success. To date 137 bidders have mailed in
their bid forms arid over 82% of the lots
have received bids (an 11% and 9% gain,
respectively, over the figures as of this date
for the previous sale). Though it is both' FORT CLAYTON (Mile 41)
useless and difficult to guess at any final
July 1, 1922 to April 15, 1945
figures it seems safe to say that at least
another 100 bid forms will be received APO 827 July 1, 1942 to February 20, 1946
February 20, 1946 to present
before the sale closes on Oct. 11, 1979.
Receiving APO 09827
We also note that our bidders must apThis army post is adjacent to Corozal,
parently believe that our estimated prices several miles inland from the PadRe. It
are on the low side (and the same can be
overlooks the Miraflores Locks.
said for the catalog prices) and thus are
hopeful that this sale will be our best yet.
FORT DAVIS (Mile 7)
A full report of our myriad calculations,
gyrations, and projections will appear in July 1, 1929 to June 18, 1943
APO 829 July 1, 1942 to February 18, 1946
the 1st quarter issue in 1980.
February 18, 1946 to December 31, 1957
-MAIL
AUCTION COMMITTEE
October 2, 1961 to present
WEST COAST DIVISION
Receiving APO 09829
This army post is about six miles inland
from the Caribbean near the Gatun Locks
Canal Zone Towns
and darn.

By J. W. Brumbaugh
(continued

from last issue)

DAVID APO 841
(Rep. de Panama)
October 31, 1942 to March 1, 1946
During WW II, under the Bases Agreement, this air field was located on Panama's
south shore, facing the Pacific, in Chirigui
province, near the Costa Rico border. This
Panamanian town is one of the three major
cities of Panama. It is on the new Pan
American Highway and about 300 miles
from Panama City.
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1,000 Canal Zone Covers
PLUS
100,000 more available
We want to buy Pitcairn Island

covers that came to Canal Zone
stampless where Canal Zone or
D.S. Stamps are applied for further transmission.

d
= ~e'~~'~~~i~1~~~!
BOX 333, ULETA, FLA. 33164

FORT DE LESSEPS
APO 830 July 1, 1942 to February 11, 1946
This army post was on the east side of
the Canal, just north of Cristobal on Limon
Bay. It is nOWincorporated into the Panamanian city of Colon. The Washington
Hotel, located nearby, was formerly leased
and operated by the Panama Canal Company.
FORT GRANT

(Mile 46)

July 1, 1916 to October 20, 1917
This army post was located on a causeway between several islands close to the
Pacific entrance to the canal. Since October,
1917, this fort has been known as Fort
Amador.
FORT GULICK
May 21, 1942 to February 8, 1943
APO 837 July 1, 1942 to February 25, 1946
February 25, 1946 to July 2, 1954
February 24, 1958 to present
Receiving APO 09837
This inland army post is adjacent to the
town of Margarita in the Quebrancha Mts.
near the northern end of Lake Gatun.
FORT KOBBE
APO 832 July 1, 1942 to February 16, 1946
Receiving APO 09832 or 09820
This army post is adjacent to Howard Air
Force Base on the west side of the canal
at the Pacific (Bay of Panama) entrance of
the Canal. It uses the same PO and APO's
as Howard Air Force Base.
FORT RANDOLPH (Mile 0)
April 1, 1916 to July 31, 1919
August 16, 1919 to April 30, 1921
July 1, 1938 to June 21, 1943
APO 835 July 1, 1942 to February 25, 1946
This army post assists in the protection
of the Caribbean' entrance to Limon Bay.
It is on the east side of the canal entrance
- and just north of Coco Solo. On the opposite side of the bay entrance is Ft. Sherman. Postal service is now provided by Ft.
Davis.
FORT SHERMAN
May 1, 1916 to May 31, 1927
May 4, 1936 to June 24, 1943
APO 836 July 1, 1942 to February 6, 1946
February 26, 1946 to January 31, 1950
Together, with Fort Randolph, these forts
provide military protection at the Caribbean
entrance to the Canal in Limon Bay and
to the Panamanian city of Colon and the
Canal Zone town of Cristobal. Postal service
is now handled by Ft. Davis.

FRANCE AIR FORCE BASE
October 1, 1948 to October 21, 1949
This air field was across Manzanillo Bay
from Colon (Caribbean side) and adjacent
to Coco Solo Naval Station. When the Air
Force became a separate military service,
the name was changed to Air Force Base.
The base is now closed and a portion turned
over to Panama. The portion remaining under Zone control houses Navy civilian employee families.
FRIJOLES
April 16, to September 30, 1914
(Mile 20)
This native village became a construction
camp during the building of the railroad
and then 60 years later, a camp for construction workers building the canal. The
original town has been re-Iocated, as the
town site was flooded in forming Lake
Gatun. The new town is on the shores of
the lake about OIle mile east of the canal
channel.
GAMBOA
March 20, 1914 to present
(Mile 30lh)
This town is on the Chagres River and
is the headquarters of the canal dredging
and towboat operations that are continuing
even today. It is also the site of the penitentiary and a pumping station. In gold

rush days (1850's), it was a stop for passenger and mail emoute up the Chagres
River to Las Cruces and then on to Panama
City by land. It was, and still is, a stop
on the railroad before it reached the summit
on the trip to Panama City from Aspinwal
(Colon). With the completion of the Gatun
Dam, the valley of the Chagres River was
flooded from Gatun to Gamboa. Lake Gatun
covers 163 square miles. 1970 population2101.
(Continued in next issue)

Editor's Report
By Gilbert N. Plass
This issue completes Volume 15 of the
Canal Zone Philatelist and the twelfth year
that I have been Editor. During this time
we have published almost 500 pages of information about Canal Zone stamps and related areas. All of these back issues are for
sale by our Secretary for those who want
a complete file. I am frequently asked why
I do not publish an article on some particular subject. The answer is simply that we
cannot publish an article that we do not
have. Someone knowledgeable in the field
must be willing to write an article. I have
had several requests for articles on the pre1904 postal history of the Isthmus, but have
received only one article by Jim DeVoss in
this area. Please always feel free to tell me
what you like and do not like in this journal.

-1-------Last Day of Operation Covers
The most elaborately designed cachet for last day of operation
covers was prepared by two California artists. 25% cotton white
watermarked envelopes were used and printed in red, pink, blue
and black. The U.S. flag is in the upper left comer in red and blue,
a large map of the Canal Zone is in pink outlined in black and the
seal of the Canal Zone Isthmus of Panama appears in blue. A descriptive insert on 140 lb. white paper printed on both sides in black
describes the Panama Canal and the Canal Zone Postal Service.
Sets (Balboa and Cristobal)
Sets of the 13 other cities cancelled on
the last day of operation 9/28 or 9/29

$ 2.95 each

$22.00 each

A new Canal Zone price list featuring official stamps on and off
cover plus offerings from other recent collections is available for a
stamped self-addressed envelope with 28¢ postage.

Rick Schwartz

FRANCE FIELD
July 1, 1923 to April 15, 1943
APO 831 July 1, 1942 to February 7, 1948
February 18, 1946 to September 31, 1948

P.O. Box 25193
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Los Angeles, CA. 90025

---Secretari s Report

This space left
intentionally blank

Alfred R. Bew
29 S. South Carolina Ave.
Atlantic City, N. J. 08401
Did you know that when a Canal Zone
Philatelist is returned to your secretary
because of incorrect or insufficient address
that a charge of 25¢ is made by the postal
service? On top of that it costs 10¢ to mail
.This space left
you another copy of the CZP (single copy
rate for periodicals with second-class mail
intentionally blank
privileges) if we have received your new
or corrected address in the meantime. That
adds up to a total of 35¢!
Here is an example of an incomplete
address: As you know our mail sale catalog
is mailed via 1st class, and that class provides for forwarding to a new address, but
in this case there was no new address. What
the postman encountered here was an incomplete address as the addressee had not
provided us the number of his trailer space,
and as 900 families live at this particular
address it was impossible for the postman
to determine where our member
had
"parked"! So the catalog was returned - a
bit of sleuthing provided the space number
of the trailer court and another catalog
was mailed - for another 41¢.
We are fortunate to have a very solvent
treasury, but that is no reason to turn
over $50.00 a year to the USPOD (even
though they sure need every penny they
can get). So please do let us know when I
you change your address and be sure it
is complete with apartment number, trailer I This space left
space, etc. Our records can then be brought
up-to-date and you will receive faster de- I intentionally blank
I
livery. Thanks in advance for your assistance.
,
As of September 30, 1979 we are pleased
to report our membership total stands at
651 - an all-time high.

This space left
intentionally blank

Last Days of CZPS -

New Members

(Continued

I

.

ThiS space left
intentionally blank

This space left
intentionally blank

-----
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from page 25)

in spite of the fact that a large amount of
the information is taken directly (often
without even changing the words) from the
unpublished manuscript of Dade and Schay.
Their names are not even mentioned in the
book, which seems a strange omission. However, this has been the only modern book
on Canal Zone stamps and every member
should have a copy. It has been selling at a
premium in recent years, so here is an
opportunity to obtain a copy at a bargain
price. Where else can one obtain a 430
page book for $4 these days?
We owe Hugh Cassibry a vote of thanks
for preparing the supplement. It gives background information on the 1961-1979 issues
together with much technical information
such as quantities issued, plate numbers, designers and engravers, number of first day
covers where known, etc. It is nice to have
all this information readily available. Your
Editor did notice a few errors which should

be changed in your copy: 1. the 35¢ airmail of 1976 is also known with the plate
numbers 168755 + 170310 which are not
listed in the book; 2. the plate numbers
listed for the 15¢ Towing stamp of 1978
are wrong - the correct numbers are
173356 and 173357.
President's Report (Continued

from page 25)

Postal Marking Committee

H. Lee Hagerthey, 128 B Blackman Rd.,
R 1, Linwood, NJ 08221
Lawson P. Entwistle, 10,000 E. Broadway, Tucson, AZ 85710
Hugh W. Cassibry, 3243 Nottingham
Rd., Ocean Springs, Miss. 39564
Censor Marking Committee

LTC. Wayne L. Worthington, 8636 Victoria Rd., Springfield, VA 22151
Harry A. Metzler, 1601 Suffolk Dr.,
Clearwater, Fla. 33516

CZSG Bylaws
A proposed set of bylaws for the Canal
Zone Study Group was published in the
Canal Zone Philatelist, Whole No.9, 4th
qt. 1968. These bylaws were ratified on
December 10, 1968 by an overwhelming
majority of the votes cast.
It is apparent' the CZSG Bylaws have
done their job well as only one section
has been changed - Article V, Section 7
which was revised to simplify the accounting
procedure (Whole No. 28, 3rd qt. 1973).
Two additions have been made to the
bylaws: (1) Article II, Section 7 which
details rules for formation of CZSG chapters
(Whole No. 20, 3rd qt. 1971); and (2)
Article IX, Section 1 which provides for
disposition of assets under section 501 (c) (3 )
of the Internal Revenue Code (discussion
of this amendment will be found in Whole
No. 32, 3rd qt. 1974, the text of which
is published in this issue of the CZP).

-R. H. SALZ

First Day Cover Committee

Dr. Gary B. Weiss, P.O. Box 155, Sub
Sta. 1 UTMB, Galveston, TX 77550
If any member would like to contribute
either time or information to one of these
committees, please contact one of the members with your offer.
At this time, I would like to wish all a
Merry Christmas, a very Happy New Year,
and Happy Holidays to all.

----------------- - -~

-

Award
The Canal Zone Philatelist was entered
in the literature competition at the American
Philatelic Society Show at Boston in August
1979. It was awarded a silver medal in the
peIiodical classification.
Statement of ownership, management and circulation. 1. Title: The Canal Zone Philatelist.
2. Date of filing: Sept. 24, 1979. 3. Frequency:
Quarterly. 4 issues published annnally. $5.00 annual subscription price. 4. Office of publication:
P.O. Box 765 (9 Nittany View Circle), State
College, Pa. 16801. 5. General business office: 29
S. South Carolina Ave., Atlantic City, N.J. 08401.
6. Publisher; Canal Zone Study Group, 29 S. South
Carolina Ave., Atlantic City, N.J. 08401; Editor:
Gilbert N. Plass, P.O. Box 9973, College Station,
Tex. 77840. 7. Owner: Caoal Zone Study Group,
address above. 8. Known bondholders, etc.: None.
9. The purpose, function, and nonprofit status of
this organization and the exempt status for Federal
income tax purposes have not changed during the
preceding 12 months. 10. Extent and nature of

circulation;

A.
E.

C.
D.
E.
F.
G.

Total No. copies printed
800
Paid circulation
1. Sales through dealers, etc.
0
2. Mail subscribers
(membership)
633
Total paid circulation
633
Free distribution
21
Total distribution
654
Office use
146
800
Total

800
0
642
642
21
663
137

800

Bylaws of The Canal Zone

Study Group
Article I - Name and Purpose
Section 1. The organization shall be called
the Canal Zone Study Group; hereafter referred to as CZSG.
Section 2. The organization shall promote the collecting and study of philately
and postal history of the Canal Zone and the
Isthmus of Panama, including rekvan.tas-=pects of interoceanic transport and communications.
Article II -

Membership

Section 1. Membership shall be open to
any person of good character presenting
satisfactory references subject to rules and
regulations established by the Executive
Committee. Members in good standing upon
the adoption of these Bylaws are automatically continued as such.
Section 2. Membership is not transferable.
Section 3. Annual dues for regular members shall be $5.00 levied on a calendaryear basis. Any member paying annual dues
of $10 or more shall be listed as a Contributing member. Members in arrears shall
be dropped from the rolls after 90 days.
Resignations shall be accepted but no refund
of dues will be made.
Section 4. Reinstatement applications shall
be accepted and the original membership
number reassigned provided all dues in
arrears are paid from the time membership
was allowed to terminate.
Section 5. Membership is subject to termination by the Executive Committee upon
good cause being shown. Such action will
follow a proper showing of unsatisfactory
relations with other philatelists, failure to
answer official correspondence, failure to

~31-

maintain a good credit standing, and similar
activities reflecting adversely on the stature
of the other members and on the organization itself. Any member expelled from membership may file with the Secretary within
30 days a notice of appeal to the Board of
Directors whose decision shall be final.
Section 6. Honorary membership, without
payment of dues, may be granted by the
Board of Directors subject to conditions and
privileges established by the Board.
Section 7. Groups of at least five members in good standing may form a chapter.
For official acceptance the Secretary shall
be notified of the name, if any, together
with meeting dates, and a list of members.
If the required minimum number of members has been met the Secretary shall assign
a chapter number in chronological order,
beginning with one, and notify the new
chapter accordingly. Each chapter shall advise the Secretary of their membership as
of January 1st of each year and if they
fail to do so, or their membership falls
below five for at least a year, they shall be
stricken from the chapter list.
Article III - Meetings
Section 1. Formal annual business meetings are not established. All official business
of the CZSG will be conducted in accordance with these Bylaws by the Executive Committee or Board of Directors, as
appropriate. A mail ballot shall be taken
when the approval of the membership is
required.
Article IV -

Officers

Sectidn 1. The officers shall consist of a
President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and three Directors-at-Iarge, who shall
collectively comprise the Board of Directors,
each serving without salary.
Section 2. Members of the Board of Directors shall hold office for a two-year
peIiod starting January 1 of each year ending with an even number.
Section 3. Vacancies in any of the elective offices (by resignation, disability, death,
etc.) may be temporarily filled by the Executive Committee until the next regular
election is held and the duly elected successors take office on the appropriate January 1 follOWing.
Article V -

Duties of Officers

Section 1. The President, Vice President,
and the Secretary shall comprise an Executive Committee charged with the responsibility of handling the business affairs of
the CZSG and shall take any action not
otherwise provided for in these Bylaws,
including the approval of expenditures and
matters affecting the general well being
of the CZSG.
Section 2. The Board of Directors shall
pass upon general policy matters as well as
anything of an overall nature that may be
referred to it by the Executive Committee.
In turn, the Board may assign specific du-

ties, not otherwise provided for, to the
Executive Committee.
Section 3. The Directors-at-Iarge
shall
act as representatives
of the CZSG and
shall perform such duties as assigned to
them by the President.
Section 4. The President shall appoint
such committees he deems necessary to develop the CZSG and to promote the assembly and publication of information. He
shall take any needed executive action and
otherwise act for the best interests of the
CZSG. He shall call upon the Executive
Committee, the Board of Directors, and the
members at large for assistance in promoting the aims and purposes of the organization.
Section 5. The Vice President shall act
in the place of the President when necessary, including any specific designation by
the President to do so.
Section 6. The Secretary shall maintain
the business office of the CZSG and shall
handle all routine business, including the
receipt and processing of membership applications. He shall act as secretary of all
meetings of the Executive Committee and
the Board of Directors and shall bring to
their attention, or that of the President as
appropriate, any matters on which action is
necessary. The Secretary shall maintain the
records of the CZSG, including but not
limited to the membership lists and official
minutes.
Section 7. The Treasurer shall receive
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shall establish and maintain such checking
and savings accounts as may be needed.
The Treasurer may disburse funds of the
CZSG as its business may require or upon
request of any other officer or of the editor
or upon presentation of an invoice approved
by one of them. If the Treasurer questions
the propriety of any disbursement so authorized, he may submit the matter to the
Executive
Committee
for approval. The
Treasurer shall render an annual accounting
for all funds, and his records shall be subject to audit whenever directed by the
Executive Committee.
Article VI -

Elections

Section 1. The election of officers shall
be conducted by mail ballot with each
member in good standing entitled to one
vote. The member receiving the highest
number of votes cast for each office shall
be deemed elected.
Section 2. At least 120 days before the
end of his term of office, the President shall
appoint a Nominating Committee. This committee shall submit the names of at least
two nominees for each office, if possible,
and must certify to the Secretary when
transmitting
the same that all nominees
have agreed to serve if elected. To assist
the Nominating Committee, any qualified
member may be placed in nomination by the
signatures of at least ten (10) members

in good standing providing such nomination reaches the committee on or before
November 1 of the election year.
Section 3. The Secretary shall prepare
the official ballot and shall cause it to be
mailed to each member in good standing
not later than November 15 of the election
year. A Board of Elections appointed by the
President shall tally the votes received on
or before December 15 and shall certify
the results to the Secretary who will duly
announce the names of the new officers
prior to their assumption of office on January 1 of the even year following.
Article

VII -

Publications

Section 1. The CZSG shall publish its
own magazine, The Canal Zone Philatelist,
which shall be sent to every member in
good standing. The Editor of The Canal
Zone Philatelist shall be appointed by the
President, subject to the approval of the
Board of Directors.
Section 2. The CZSG shall publish or
reprint such other material as is appropriate to its mission, subject to approval by the
Executive Committee.
Section 3. All publications of the CZSG,
including back issues of The Canal Zone
Philatelist, shall be offered for sale by the
Secretary at prices established by the Executive Committee. Libraries and others who
cannot qualify as members, such as organizations and corporations, may subscribe
to The Canal Zone l'hilatclist at the rate
of $5.00 per year. Members may obtain a
second copy of the magazine for $3.50 per
year.
Article VIII -

Amendments

Section 1. These Bylaws may be amended
at any regular biennial election of the
CZSG by a majority of the eligible votes
cast. Proposed changes shall be submitted
in writing not later than July 1 of the election year to the Secretary, with justification
therefore, over the signature of at least ten
( 10) members in good standing. The proposed change or changes must then be submitted by the Secretary for publication in
the issue of The Canal Zone Philatelist immediately preceding the mailing of the ballots. This presentation
should discuss the
issues so that the membership may be fully
informed. The ballot for amendment ( s)
shall accompany the ballot for officers with
the Board of Elections certifying the results to the Secretary who in turn shall
cause the official announcement to be published in the next issue of The Canal Zone
Philatelist.
Article

IX -

pose of all of the assets of the CZSG exclusively for the purposes of the CZSG in
such manner, or to such organization or
organizations organized and operated exclusively for charitable, educational, or scientific purposes as shall at the time qualify
as an exempt organization or organizations
under section 501 ( c) (3) of the Internal
Revenue Code of 1954 (or the corresponding provision of any future United States
Internal Revenue Law) as the Executive
Committee shall determine.

Disposition

of Assets

Section 1. Upon the dissolution of the
CZSG, the Executive Committee shall, after
paying or making provisions for the payment of all the liabilities of the CZSG, dis-
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Selected "Elusive"
C. Z. Items
No. C08 (5¢ green) VF, cancelled,
Full og, Cat. $125
Net $ 95
Same, Superb, Full og, Beauty Net $ 150
Same, Block of 4, F -FV, Full
Very Scarce
No. COg (10¢ orange) F-VF,
cancelled, Cat. $250
Same, VF to Superb, unusually
nIce
Same, Block of 4, F-VF,
Very Scarce

og,
Net $ 375
Net $ 215
Net $ 250

Full og,
Net $ 900

No. COI0 (20¢ red violet) F-VF,
cancelled, Cat. $125
Net
Same, VF to Superb, unusually
nice
Net
Same, Block of 4, F-VF, cancelled,
Very Scarce
Net
No. COIl (30c rose lake) F-VF,
cancelled, Full og, Cat. $40 Net
Same, Superb, Full 0g, Beauty! Net

$

95

$ 125
$ 375
$

33

$

Same, Block of 4, Superb, Full og,
Scarce, esp. so nice
..... Net $ 250
No. COIl, Postally used, F-VF
cent. slight thins, oval pmk.
Very scarce
Net $
Same, F-VF, one short perf
Net
Same, Ex Fine, It. cor crease,
multiple wavy line cancel
Net
No. C012 (40¢ yellow) F-VF,
cancelled, Cat. $135
Net
Same, Superb, Beauty!
Net
Same, Block of 4, Ex. Fine to
Superb, Full og, Very Scarce Net
No. 08 (50¢ rose lilac) F-VF,
cancelled, Full og, P.F. cert.,
Cat. $400
Net
Same, Ex. Fine, APS or P.F.
certs
Net
Same, Block of 4, Fine by VF,
cancelled, Full og, light hinge
trace, Very Scarce!
Net

$

65
75

$ 125
$ 115
$ 150
$ 650
$ 335
$ 450
$1,500

WHAT ELSE DO YOU NEED
IN ELUSIVE C.Z.?
Comprehensive "Canal Zone"
stock available
Satisfaction cr Immediate

Refund

Gladly Sent on Approval with References
Installment Payment Terms If Desired
(No Interest or Carrying Charges)
MASTER CHARGE accepted on
large orders.

Jack E. Molesworth, Inc.
SPA
CSA

88 Beacon Street
Boston, Mass. 02108
Phone (617) 523-2522

APS
CZSG

