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Doubtless many of you have wondered what had become of the NOTES dur
ing 1954 as only one issue appeared. The answer is that pressure of

obligations at the office and at home, which take precedence over his

hobby, have prevented your editor from producing the material we had anticipated.

For this reason, we now have two editors as will be seen from the masthead and
every effort will be made to see that 1955 is as productive as 1954 was barren.

The foregoing is not meant to imply that there has been no activity whatever

on behalf of CZSG members. On the contrary, we have been active in various fields

as for example the completion of a Canal Zone Postal Stationery Catalogue Speci

alized, endeavoring to secure the release of stamps commemorating the 50th anni
versary of the organization of the Canal Zone and the centennial of the Panama

Railroad (success crowned our efforts on the last one) and other matters.

As a consequence of the inactivity of the Group during 1954, it has
been decided that dues for that year will cover membership through

_October 1, 1955. Those who have remitted dues for 1955 will receive

credit for an additional year or refunds if desired.

The November issue of THE BUREAU SPECIALIST carried an article en

titled "Canal Zone Post Offices Celebrate 50th Anniversary" which

originally appeared in THE PANAMA CANAL REVIEW dated July 2, 1954.

Accompanied by a list of Canal Zone post offices and their dates of
operation, the story is of such interest to all Canal Zone collectors that sep

arates were printed and are being distributed to CZSG members with this issue.
Extra copies are available at 201 each.

Two errors have been noted in the dates in the list of post offices. The

opening date for Diablo Heights should be 6-1-41 and the closing date of France
Air Force Base should be corrected to read 10-21-49. It is noted also that the

article refers to "45 post offices which have functioned." The author did not
take into account the fact that three of these are simply name changes, i.e.,

La Boca; Station B, Cristobal (Toro Point), and Fort Grant. Therefore, it is

proper to say that there have been a total of only 42 post offices.

CANAL ZONE A reprint of Rudy Weiler's interesting article in the 1954 Ameri-
FIRST ISSUE can Philatelic Congress Book is being prepared for distribution

to CZSG members and will go out with the next issue of NOTES.

ADVERTISING How does the membership feel on the inclusion of small advertise-

ments (by members only) in each issue of notes? Such ads would be

for the purpose of listing wants, exchanges, or to offer items for sale. It is

suggested that such ads be charged for at a nominal rate of 101 per typewritten

line of the format presently used in the NOTES. Let the editors have your re
actions.
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As most of you have undoubtedly noted by now, through the

press and the indi.idual card release sent out by the

Philatelic Agency in the Canal Zone (if you are not on

the mailing list better drop a note to the Postmaster,

Balboa Heights, C. Z. and get on), the Cd.nal Zone is issuing on January 28, 1955,
a stamp commemorating the 100th annive::.ary of the first trip made on the com
pleted Panama Railroad. This may have bc..)nthe first transcontinental railroad
in the world; it was definitely the first in the America. The authorities

picked the well known illustration first used in Harpers Magazine for January

1859 which portrays two passenger trains side by side headed in opposite direc
tions and appropriately surrounded by tropical vegetation.

To present this picture most favorably and with little change the Famous

American size was chosen for the first time in Canal Zone issues. The stamp,
of 3c denomination and horizontal format, will be in the purple of the 3c

Goethals and come in sheets of 70 (7 horizontal by 10 vertical) perforated all

around. It will be dry intaglio printed from a single flat plate of 280 sub

jects, the plate number being located over or under the 4th stamp of the top or
bottom row of each issued sheet.

The preliminary design was prepared by Leo C. Page on the Isthmus and was

adapted for engraving purposes by Victor S. McCloskey, Jr. of the Bureau of En
graving and Printing. The picture was engraved by Matthew D. Fenton and the
lettering and numerals by Rueben K. Barrick.

The Canal Zone Bureau of Posts is having an innovation this time by offer

ing to cancel all first day covers in a special railway post office to be run on

the Panama Railroad for the occasion. Those who do not want this very appro
priate tie-in will have to specify otherwise. Actually of course all post

offices on the Canal Zone handle first day sales and cancels but better stamps,
services and control are exercised on mail orders sent to the Postmaster, Balboa
Heights, Canal Zone 'where the Philatelic Agency is located. However for those

enterprising individuals who want to try for all the cancellations (of which

ther8 are 19) we give the list of post offices and the usual rules should be

followed in sending envelopes to each Postmaster along with separate money orders
to cover the cost of the stamps:

Albrook Air Force Base
Balboa

Balboa Heights
Coco Solo
Cristobal

Diablo Heights
Fort Amador

Fort Clayton
Gamboa

Gatun

Howard Air Force Base

Margarita
Pedro Miguel
Rodman

These will give you all the 1st day sale offices but will not, however, give you
all cancels possible as in addition there are now a number of units or branches

that cancel mail but do not have a postmaster, may not sell stamps and cannot

handle money orders. Cancels from these additional points cannot be guaranteed

but you can try in accordance with the following liBt, Bpecifying what you want
with each bundle of covers:

Air Mail Field, Balboa--covers and money order to Postmaster, Balboa.
Ancon--covers and money order to Postmaster, Balboa.
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NEW PAQUEBOT
CANCELLAT ION
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Curundu--covers and money order to Postmaster, Balboa.

Fort Davis--covers and money order to Postmaster, Margarita.

Panama Railroad RPO--this cancel automatically applied to covers

sent to the Postmaster, Balboa Heights unless you specify

otherwise--so if you want the Balboa Heights cancel so specify

and if you want both send two batches of covers and clearly
note ,what you want.

Registration can be handled at all Postmaster offices plus the Air Mail
Field, Balboa but not Ancon, Curundu and Fort Davis--the RPO is considered
quite doubtful •

Member Frank E. Greene (15300 Troester Ave., Detroit 5, Mich.)
is working on a compilation of all data relating to the sea posts
and will appreciate any and all help and suggestions. As this will

be as close to the last word as it is possible to get it, we suggest that any
material that you folks have be sent to Frank for recording. If we all get be
hind him we'll have another fine piece of work like Rudy Weiler turned out on
the first issue.

Frank lists the following references to which he has access and would like
to hear from anyone who has anything else:

American Philatelist for 1934 and 1935.
Annual Reports of the Isthmian Canal Commission--complete.

Annual Reports of the Governor of the Canal Zone--complete.
The Canal Record--complete.

Canal Zone Sea Posts, article by Vernon LeYoung Ardiff.
History of the United States Se& Post Service by Wm. Kuhnle.

Seaposter for July-August, September-October, November-December

1945 and January-February 1946.

Specifically he wants to hear from anyone who has cancellations from any

of the New York and Canal Zone runs, including the New York and Valparaiso, the
New York & Colon RPO and the New York & Canal Zone RPO. Or if you know of any
one who has any of this material drop him a card and tell him that. He is making

a most complete recording which will include size of the circles, wording, com
plete description of the killers, color of ink, stamps of what country used,
type of cover (registered, etc.), what ship, and in general from whom to whom.

In short everything about the item that may be useful in reconstructing the

story. Apparent duplicates may be of value too--so that is why we say just send
the actual material to Frank because he'll take care of it and return it in good
time and it will be simpler and better all around.

The handling of incoming Paquebot mail on the Pacific side of the

Isthmus was shifted from the main Balboa post office to the Balboa

Air Mail Field Unit effective May 17, 1954. The handstamp which
continues to be used on Paquebot mail is the same as was formerly used at the main

office. The machine cancellation however is new in the sense that the killer part
of the die which contains the word "PAQUEIDT" in a straight line, is now teamed up

with the Balboa A.M.F. postmark. Although this straight line Paquebot cancellation
die is entirely new to us, the Director of Posts advises that this was used at the

Balboa main office before the transfer. If anyone has such a cancel without A.M.F.

in the postmark circle, please let the editors know about it.
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THE CANAL ZONE SECT ION OF

SCOTT'S 1955 SPECIALIZED
U. S. CATALOGUE

The Canal Zone listing in the 1955 edition of

Scott's Catalogue of United States Stamps Speci

alized shows many improvements, corrections and

extensive price revisions as well as the pricing

of many errors and varieties which for many years past have remained without

any valuation. These changes were accomplished with the cooperation of the

Canal Zone Study Group and will make the listings more useful and informative
to collectors of Canal Zone stamps when buying and mounting material in their

collections. New prices were, with some exceptions, based on auction realiza

tions of the sales of such famed collections as the Pierrepont, Schwarz and

Tows collections, the Robinette Estate, and bona fide private sale transactions.

An interesting addition in this last category is the $2,000 valuation placed on
#41d, the lc 1909 with center inverted and overprint reading down, of which
only one used copy is presently known.

No new issues are listed this year, the post office seal of 1954 having

appeared too late for inclusion in this edition. However, another lot of Canal

Zone proofs have come on the philatelic market and make their debut in the 1955

edition of the catalogue. They are die proofs of the 5c Stevens of 1946, the
10c Biological Area commemorative of 1948, the 1/2c, 1 1/2c and 25c ordinaries of

1948, the Gold Rush Centennial issue of 1949, and the 4C air mail of 1949.
Although catalogued as large die proofs, none are mounted on card and the size of

the paper on which they are printed varies but is usually smaller than the die

block. Since the margins are much wider than the 3 to 5 mm. margins of small

die proofs, they qualify as large die proofs. The catalogue valuations are $200

for each postage proof and $250 for the air mail proof.

Throughout the listing the editors have dropped the letters designating

varieties and errors of lesser interest or importance and while these will con
tinue to appear in the Specialized Catalogue they have been eliminated from Vol

ume 1 of the Standard Catalogue. Your reviewer wholeheartedly approves of this

method of simplifying the Standard Oatalog for the reason that Canal Zone stamps
will have a greater appeal to the general collector if the catalogue is not
cluttered up with a long list of varieties which are of little or no interest to

him. We believe, however, that the Specialized listing should gradually be ex
panded to meet the needs of collectors who specialize in Canal Zone.

Explanatory notes, which are essential to a better understanding and appre

ciation of certain issues and their varieties, have been revised, corrected and
expanded. Instances noted are the warning on forgeries after #30; corrections

in the descriptions of spacings and dates of issue of the five types of overprint

on the series of 1909-21; the invalidation of overprinted Panama stamps noted
after 65. Corrections have been made in the notes following #95 and #Jl7 re

garding the varieties with wrong font type, and the note preceding #105 now re
cognizes the existence of post office panes without the straight edges of former

years. A new note which how precedes the listing of official stamps explains

fully the status of the mint, postally used and cancelled-to-order sets of these
stamps.

We note that quantitie6 i66ue have either been corrected or added on Nos.

3, 53, 54, 57, 51b, 58f, 61, 152, 67e, 106; lOpe.,·1.0.7,a.~5'a,.,C4a,,J;;14",Ottlthru
0-8, CO-l thru CO-8, J7 and Jll. Dates of issue have been corrected or added in

the cases of Nos. 28, 32, 47, 52 thru 56, 64, 65, 84, Cla, 0-1 thru 0-8, CO-l
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thru Co-8, J4 thru Jll, J15 thru J17, and J21 thru J29. Shades long recognized

by many collectors are listed for the first time under Nos. 105, 116, c5, C8,

CIO, C12 and C13 but without letter designation as they are not of enough im
portance to be shown in the Standard Catalogue.

We have found 16 deletions from the 1955 listings. Gone are the varieties

formerly listed as Nos. 15d, 15e, 28d, 28f, 28k, 2ge, 29h, 30h and 30i. They
were caused by the misplacing or vertical shifting of the Panama and bar over

print (as distinguished from an overprint applied inverted) so that the bar

appears at the bottom instead of the top of the stamp and one row on the sheet
is left without the bar. Since the overprint was applied to one-half of the

sheet at a time, it is also possible to have Dne row of stamps showing bars at
top and bottom if the overprint on the lower half of the sheet was shifted or

misplaced upward. Although of interest to the specialist, such varieties are not
worth appreciably more than the normal stamp and hence deserve recognition no
more than the unlisted horizontally misplaced overprints which result in oddities

showing the word "PANAMA.'!only once, twice at either right or left, or three
times on the same stamp.

other deletions are #lOd, 2c 1904 with "L" of "CANAL" inverted which has

been proven a fake; #14d which was an inaccurate description and a duplication

of the variety correctly described under #14i; #28e, "8 cts" omitted, which was
never reported by any of the early authorities and has never been seen by pre

sent day specialists; the 2c Cordoba of 1906, #33g, which was not a true addi

tional overprint on the reverse but an offset showing the letters in reverse;
and #38a which is presumed to have been a typographical error.

In the opinion of your reviewer another item which was deleted, #30f,
"8 eta." overprint double, should not have been so deleted and should be re
stored to the catalogue next year. The ten known copies formed the entire sixth

vertical row of a sheet in the possession of a st. Louis collector which was des

cribed in great detail by George L. Toppan in the check list he wrote back in

1911 and which was published by H. F. Colman in 1912. It does not seem proper
to delete a listing by an early authority of Toppan's standing simply because the

item was closely held and has never been seen again in philatelic circles, unless
incontrovertible evidence indicates that it no longer exists.

Several new listings are noted: #22b with spaced "C-A" of "CANAL", Nos.
4lh, 42i, 84c, 87b, and 97d, all but the first being varieties with all or part
of the overprint missing due to paper folds, and #lOlb, a partially doubled

overprint on two stamps of a booklet pane.

The early hand-made booklet panes are now listed plus another Ie 1909 book

let pane error--41j, pane of 6, left vertical row without overprint. The pane of

6, right vertical row with double overprint, formerly listed as 41i, is now
listed as 41k. Auction realizations on the normal booklet panes have been steady

for the past few years and there appears to be no justification for the increase
in prices on the relatively common panes of Nos. 41 and 42.

Illustrations of the two types of overprint on the 15c air mail stamp of

1929 have been added and will be greatly appreciated by many collectors. The

difference in the two types is now easily seen.(',-
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Changes in numbering were made in the list of Post Office Seals. OX-l be

came OX-2, OX-2 is now OX-I, and OX-3a is raised to a major listing and becomes
OX-4. The cataloguing of this group has been improved considerably by the addi

tion of dates of issue and more informative descriptive text.

No changes whatever are noted in the Postal Stationery section. The quan
tities issued of UX-3 and ux-4 are still reversed and have not been corrected

since the catalogue numbers of these postal cards were reversed a couple of

years ago when extensive revisions were made ..

The Catalogue Committee of the CZSG worked long and hard on an extensive

revision which was not accepted in its entirety. However, it will be seen from

the above changes that substantial improvements have been made from our point of
view. There is still room for further improvezoont in the Canal Zone section of

the Specialized United States Catalogue and we trust each year will see the goal

a bit closer. Editor Gordon R. Harmer and his able assistant, Allan M. Thatcher,
are to be complimented for the fine book they have published .

.NEW ISSUES A new post office seal came into use in the Canal Zone during 1954.
Following a design worked up by the Canal Zone Postal Service, it

replaces a design used since 1920. The new seals were ordered on February 15, 1954
and were printed by The Panama Canal Press, Mt. Hope, C.Z., as was the superseded

design. The first printing was received on March 8, 19.54 and was issued to post
offices on the same day.

The new seal is typographed and comes on a thin white bond paper in ungununed

8 by 10 1/2 inch sheets of 32 subjects, four horizontal by eight vertical. There is

approximately 1/2 inch of blank margin at the top o.feach sheet but otherwise the

space is filled. Each sheet is watermarked with the seal of the United States of

the type currently found on o.fficial st.ationery. The sheets are perforated both
horizontally and vertically on a Rossback Pony perforator at The Panama Canal

Press, guage 12 1/2, leaving straight edges on the two sides and at the bottom of
the sheet while the top margin is perforated due to its width.

As the subjects are set up by the use of rules, type (monotype castings),
border design, and a central cut of the official seal of the Canal Zone Government

all 32 subjects will be distinguishable, one from another. This may also change
from one printing to the next. Each seal measures approximately 45 1/2 mm long
by 27 1/4 mm high.

While the official seals are not as interesting to collectors as are stamps,
they are not as common either for they normally only reach the market when used to

repair first class mail that is mutilated, torn, or otherwise in bad condition.
Official seals are also used to close first ,class matter received unsealed and are

commonly placed on mistakenly opened items received by another party having the
same or a similar name. They have no monetary value in themselves and are carried

by post offices purely as a general supply item like any form, twine, ink, etc.,
but as such of course are still not available to the general public.

Dry printings of current Canal Zone issues have begun to make
their appearances. First to appear was the 6i 1951 air which came into use late

in 1954. The Ii Gorgas and 3i Goethals ordinaries have been reported on covers

dated January 12, 1955. All future printings of C.Z. stamps will be by dry process.
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