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President's Report
Richard H. Salz
60 Twenty-seventh Avenue
San Francisco, California 94121
Well, it took a bit of arm-twisting but
rve finally done it! He with the twisted arm
is George Stilwell - your new President and one of the CZSG founding members
(since he is running unopposed, I am assuming that the members will elect him).
I wish him the best of everything in his
new job and hope that he finds the presidency as enjoyable, informative, and as frustrating (only rarely) as I did. If, in the
past, you have read the small print which
announced our new (? ) officers each two
years, you will recall that George has been
vice-preside:nt

for tnr• [)f!..~t six years; so lie

comes into office with plenty of experience.
The trio of stalwarts who will continue to
serve the CZSG are: Gil Plass as Editor,
Al Bew as Secretary, and Bill Kuttner as
Treasurer; so George will have the dedicated help of these members who have held
their position for the past ten years - that
must be some sort of a record! I haven't
mentioned who will be your vice-president
as that office involved my arm being twisted
by George - need I say more? Yes, tit-fortat, would be appropriate!
What about the book? We have another
progress (?) report to make. In August, Gil
Plass, Geoff Brewster, and Dick Salz had a
busy five days (and nights) working over
the illustrations for the book. Final decisions
(maybe) have been made for 750 illustrations which will embellish the text of the
coming block-buster.
At this time, September 30, 1977, the
mail sale crew is busy posting bids for the
6th sale. We have received 169 bid sheets
and from the bidding it looks as if the
catalog can be thrown out the window. A
complete report of the mail sale will appear
in the first quarter 1978 ezp.
Did you notice the list of contributing
and sustaining members in the third quarter
CZP? The growth of these two categories
is phenomenal, and in part can be attributed
to the tax-exempt status enjoyed by the
(Cominued on page 30)

WHOLE

FOURTH QUARTER, 1977

No. 45

Cristobal SRC Dated Precancels
By Lawson P. Entwistle
When the United States postal order of June 1938, was promulgated, users of precanceled stamps were required to initial and date such stamps, provided the postage was 6¢
or more. For a number of years Sears Roebuck had been shipping packages to their customers in the Canal Zone by containerized ocean freight; however, each package also
carried appropriate postage for parcel post Zone I in Canal Zone stamps for delivery from
the Cristobal receiving office.
Canal Zone authorities did not issue a
similar "dating" order; but Sears, in July gests that it was composed of less than 100
1938, initialed and dated Cristobal precan- subjects, and possibly 10 horizontally by 5
cels which were affixed to the packages at vertically. Type SRC-I was used through
their Philadelphia office. In response to an November 1952. In addition to the regular
inquiry by Sears, the Postmaster at Cristo- issue, including Scott No. 93 and 119, it
bal wrote, on July 14, 1938, that "... you was used on the Canal Anniversary and the
are informed that the recent order issued 10¢ Biological Area commemoratives. The
by the U. S. does not apply to parcels following types II to VII are found only on
the .regular issue. current l'.t the tip.:e of
maileo in the Callal Zone .. :. Dated pre--:;--C
usage.
cancels continued to appear sporadically
In November 1952, a new type appeared,
until about 1949, after which the practice
was followed on a regular basis. Since the SRC-II. It was a metal plate of 100 subcontrol was applied in Philadelphia, Sears jects, with month and year date removable,
probably found it easier to treat all pre- in a type, similar to twpewriter Elite .. The
overprint is in two lines, spaced 11 mm.
cancels in the same manner.
The first SRC dated control appeared in apart, reading" S R CINov 52" in capitals
and lower case. This type was used only
July 1938, and consisted of a single-line
during November 1952.
rubber handstamp reading "SRC - JUL 38"
in sans serif capitals 2 to 2.2 mm. high,
and is designated herein as Type SCR-I.

Fig. 2. Type SCR-II.
Fig. 1. Type SCR-I.
As a new handstamp was made for each
month and year, a slight variation in the
length of the overprint is noted. For July
1938, it measures 13.5 mm. long and increases in length to a maximum of 15 rom.
by 1949. The number of subjects is not
known, but a study of many stamps sug-
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Type SRC-II and the next three types all
have one peculiarity. The left vertical row
has no space between the letters "S", "R"
and "C", and none between the month and
year. The close-spaced variety has been
designated by the addition of an "a" to the
principal type. These types also show a
gradual deterioration of the letters "s R C"
(Continued on page 31)
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Auctions
Only a fair amount of Canal Zone material was available at auction during the
summer season. The following list has been
arranged by Scott catalogue number. The
price realized is given following this number. The catalogue price as listed in the
auction catalogue is given in parenthesis.
All items are unused and without serious defects unless mentioned otherwise. All prices
have been rounded to the nearest dollar.
Scott No.1, $210 ($175) Siegel; 2d,
usen, $190 ($200) Siegel; 3a, $270 ($250)
Siegel; 4 - 8 on cover, $225 Koerber; 8, $60
($55) Wolffers; lOa, $115 ($100) Siegel;
18, block of 4, $80 ($95) Siegel; 18a in
pair with normal, $105 ($82) Siegel; 19b
in pair with normal, $105 ($84) Siegel;
20c in pair with normal, $350 ($349) Siegel.
No. 22a, thin, $280 ($300) Siegd; 22e,
no gum, as almost all are, $65 ($100)
Siegel; 23a $425 ($350) Siegel; 23d, block
of 4, $1450 ($1000) Siegel; 36b, $68 ($75)
Siegel; 3ge, $240 ($150) Superior; 46a,
$160 ($150) Siegel; 46b, $145 ($160) Siegel; 52a + 55a, $90 ($115) Siegel; 56b,
$190 ($150) Superior; 56f, $290 ($250)
Siegel; 59, $63 ($75) Siegel; 59, block of
4, $260 ($300) Siegel; 65-66, $60 ($76)
Siegel; 67, $425 ($300) Siegel.

No. 7lb in block of 9, $85 ($100) Siegel;
7ld, block of 4, $375 ($480) Siegel; 7le
+ 73a, $60 ($80) Siegel; 7le + 84d on
one cover, $280 Bruce Ball; 73a + 106a,
$38 ($38) Superior; 81, $105 ($100) Wolffers; 84b, $150 ($125) Schiff; 91c, block of
4, $145 ($180) Siegel; 94, $100 ($95)
Wolffers; 97b, $180 ($125) Siegel; 120135, $46 ($47) Wolffers; 120-135, FDC,
$70, Koerber.
Nos. CI-5, $50 ($57) Wolffers; C7, 9-11,
13-14, FDC, $110, Koerber; C15-20, FDC,
$60, Koerber; COl-7, 14, 01-8, blocks of
4, $180 ($191) Siegel; C08, used, $180
($125) Superior; C09, used, $190 ($250)
Stolow.
No. OXl, sheet of 8, $145, Sotheby Parke
Bernet; UXld, used, minor skuffs and toning, $80 ($80) Wolffers; UX3, $60 ($65)
Siegel.
A good indication of the market value of
lower priced and major numbers of Canal
Zone stamps is the price list of Stanley
Gibbons of New York. The latest list shows
increases for the following: Scott Nos. 4, 5,
6, 7, 8, 78, 80, 81, 84, 94, 95, 96, 97, 99,
C14, J15, J17.

sold to the public is unknown. What is the
earliest date that any member can report
for this stamp to your Editor?

Forgeries
By Gilbert N. Plass

An unusually large number of Canal Zone
forgeries have been offered for sale in recent months. We want to warn our members against these and to suggest that stamps
should be sent to the APS Expert Committee in case of doubt. Write to APS, Box
800, State College, Pa. 16801 including
SASE for an application blank before sending any items. Items sent to them are passed
on by qualified members of the czse.
As usual there have been a number of
forgeries offered of Scott Nos. 1-3. The first
thing to check is the color of the overprint.
If it is black or a decided blue it is a
forgery. The color of the genuine overprint
is a very distinctive bluish-violet. There. are
many other points to check about the shape
and relationship of the letters that require
considerable experience. One fake block of
4 of No.1 has one stamp with double overprint and one with inverted overprint. Furthermore the block is from the two middle
Flat Gum
horizontal rows of the pane of 100, yet
All new printings of Canal Zene stamps PANAMA reads up on the lower two stamps
are being made with the new flat or in- while it should read down. A horizontal pair
visible gum. At the present time the fol- of No. 3c has a fake overprint. Forged
lowing values of the regular series are avail- copies of Nos. 9c, 9d, 13c, 15, 20 with
able with flat gum: l¢, 2¢, 3¢, 4¢ 20¢, 30¢, double 8 cts, 22e, 23c and 30b (in a block
50<1regular and 80<1airmaii. The oniy rotary of 4) have also been offered. A used copy
press stamp issued so far in the regular of No. 86a, ZONE ZONE, has a forged
series is the 5<1,also with flat gum. These overprint. The top ZONE is two letters
stamps have not been issued to post offices farther to the left than the lower one, while
as yet, but may be ordered from the Phila- on the genuine they are in line. A number
telic Agency as singles, blocks, or in sheets. of used copies of No. 36b have been seen
Plate number blocks may be obtained only with the "10 cts" removed. All used copies
if full sheets are ordered. The 2<1,3<1,and of this error are suspect, as the surcharge is
50¢ values were received from Washington easily removed. A forged copy of No. 84a,
on May 14, 1976, the 30<1airmail on March CANAL only, had the CANAL at the top
22, 1976, and the remaining flat bed stamps of the stamp. This is impossible, as this
en July 8, 1977. This information supplied error occurred on the top horizontal row of
a pane when the overprint was applied too
by Col. Robert A. Stevens,
low. The CANAL is always at the bottom
of the stamp on a genuine copy.

Quantities of Recent Issues

The following are the quantities sold of
some recent Canal Zone issues that are now
obsolete. There were 619,200 panes of 4
sold of the 13<1airmail booklet, Scott No.
C50a. There were 387,000 11¢ + 2¢ air
mail envelopes, Scott No. UC15, sold (of
these 82,000 were the long and 305,000
were the short envelopes). There were only
75,000 copies sold of the 8¢ + 2¢ + 3¢
air mail envelopes, Scott No. UC16. Only
68,000 copies of the 5¢ + 4¢ air mail postal
card, Scott No. UXC5, were sold. This information is from L. C. Hilzinger, Director
of Posts.
He also states that the new 5¢ rotary
stamps were received from the Bureau of
Engraving and Printing on May 24, 1976
and were requisitioned to the field on May
26, 1976. The date when these were first
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Canal Zone Treaty
The proposed treaty between the United
States and Panama about the future of the
Canal Zone states that the Canal Zone Postal
Service will continue in operation for 30
months after the treaty comes into force,
according to Edmund W. Price. This is
stated in Article IX, paragraph 2 and in the
Annex paragraph 4, subparagraph a, subparagraph 14 of the treaty.

Canal Zone Book
The book "Canal Zone Postage Stamps"
that has been available for many years from
the Canal Zone Philatelic Agency is no longer in stock, according to word received by
Edmund W. Price.

Rare Stamps
By Gilbert

N. Plass

\Ve would like to bring our members upto-date on the results of several surveys in
which we have asked your help in reporting
the number of certain rare varieties in collections.
\Ve have had reports of only two covers
bearing a copy of No. 47, the 2<1Type III
stamp, other than those from the attempted
flight to Florida from the Canal Zone on
October 6, 1902 (which frequently have a
No. 47 on the cover). Clearly regular nonphilatelic covers with No. 47 are rare.

We also asked for reports of blocks of 4
of No. 08. We have been able to record
three different blocks of 4 (all used, of
course). Again this is clearly a rare item.
Earlier we had asked for reports of the
rarer booklet panes of the Canal Zone. We
believe that many of these are much rarer
than is generally appreciated. For many
years we have recorded all booklet panes
that have been offered at auction. These
can be recorded definitely when they are
illustrated in the catalogue. Unfortunately
some years ago these did not sell at a high
enough price to justify illustrating these
large items in the catalogues. A listing of a
booklet pane of six without illustration can

not be uniquely identified, as this may be
the same pane that a member purchased
and is reporting to us now. Thus in the following table we list separately the number
of booklet panes that we have definitely recorded through photos or xerox copies (second column after Scott number) and the
number that have been offered at auction
and can not be identified as already included in the previous total (third column).
The total number of booklet panes (a complete booklet is counted 2 or 4 times depending on the number of panes that it
contains) presumed to exist is in the last
column. This number is uncertain because
of doubt about the 'numbers in the third
column as well as the fact that some unreported copies will turn up in the future.
The numbers in the third column are probably slightly overstated, since some of these
copies may already be counted in the second column. This may compensate for unreported copies and make the totals approximately correct. In any case the totals should
give a good idea of the relative rarity of
these booklet panes.
It is obvious from the table that the l¢
Type V booklet panes and the 3<1Lincoln
hand-made booklet panes are great rarities.
Next in order of rarity are apparently Nos.
3& and 61£. However, any of the above
booklet panes are obviously rare and desirable items.

Bars on Booklet Margins
\Ve have previously mentioned the long
and short black bars and the long colored
bars that occur in the margins on one position in each sheet of the 10<1,11<1,and 13<1
airmail booklets, S'cott No. C48a, C49a, and
C50a. It has not previously been pointed
out that the arrangement of the bars is
different on the last of these three issues of
booklets compared to the first two. The 10<1
and 11<Ibooklet panes can be found with a
colored bar at the center of the tab, with a
short black bar at the bottom of the tab,
and with a long black bar at the top of the
tab. On the 13<1airmail booklets the colored
bar is still at the center of the tab, but the
short black bar is at the top of the tab and
the long black bar is at the bottom of the
tab. On the current 13<1regular booklets,
Scott No. 163a, the only bars found are a
short blue bar at the top of the tab and a
long blue bar at the bottom of the tab.

Buccaneer
Dick Salz points out that the man in the
cachet for the first voyage of the Santa
Lucia, March 28, 1933, is not a plantation
worker as stated in the list in our last issue,
but is instead a buccaneer. He has a smoking gun in his right hand, a peg leg, and
a bandana around his head.

14
611
40
13
14893 Total
18
4S
recorded
21
19
56
Additional
33
531
19
22
auction
sales
25
4copies
016
16
12
Number
15
in
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CANAL ZONE
All items guaranteed genuine. All items
unused with original gum unless specffied.
Photostats and detailed descriptions of specific items for SASE.

Review of New Book
By David Farnsworth
The Path Between the Seas: The Creation of the Panama Cilnal 1870-1914 by
David McCullough (Simon and Schuster,
New York, 1977) (ISBN 0-671-22563-4),
£98 pages, $14.95.
This is a scholarly and lively account of
the planning, intrigue, attempts and final
success in building an isthmian canal. It is
written in the same Howing and novel-like
style as the author's two previous books The Great Bridge (1972) and The Johnstown Flood (1968).

There are many historical details, but almost no pesky footnotes to distract the reader. References for quotes and the like are
in a separate section in the back. The list
of sources, also in the rear, is impressive. It
includes private papers and interviews.

There are over 200 pages on the French
attempt, about 155 pages on the interim
period, and over 200 pages of text on the
1904-1914 period. The book contains over
75 photos.
McCullough is very skilled at conveying
the feeling of the times. One can sense the
climate of Panama through the pages as
well as the size of the Canal. There is more
depth in the telling of the story than the
usual superficial accounts which are often
limited to Roosevelt, Buneau-Varilla and the
other principals. The author is a disinterested but intrigued commentator which unfortunately, many are not.
This book is by far the best on the period
covered this reviewer has read. The book
is not: about stamps. It is interesting that
McCullough believes that Buneau-Varilla's
distribution of Nicaragua volcano stamps
didn't change any votes in the U.S. Congress (page 325).
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CANAL ZONE WANT LISTS SOLICITED
#4-8 00, F-VF, HR on 8¢ and
10¢
.....
$105.
#18 pair, one "PANAMA" 15 mm,
F, TO
$40.
#24c with small dbl transfer at bottom, slight tropical OG, VF
$165.
#39d distributed OG, F+
$34
#46 VF, NH, perfect gum, fresh,
1st proto
$170.
#49-51 OG, HM, F-VF
$27.
#52a F, TG, fresh and attractive
$55.
#54 F-VF, LH, Fresh
$58.
#58 almost VF, slight TG, NH,
fresh
$150.
#58 used, fine, light and nice cancel $70.
#59 F +, TO, HR, attractive
$52.
#60-66 TO, F-VF
$70.
#67 used, F-VF centering, crease,
perf fault, very It cancel,
attractive
.....
$55.
#67 a slight bend at top, perfs well
$400.
clear, fine, LH, 00, attractive
120-35 some HR, F-VF
$34.
#94 VF, LH, 00
$90.
#95 F-VF, HR
$27.
C2 F, very LH, fresh
$33.
C5a used in pair, other stamp thin,
F-VF
$15.
C15-20 HM otherwise VF
$21.
C25a perfs just touch on one, guide
line at top, NH
$240.
JlO-ll F-VF, TO
$14.
03 OG, CTO, NH, VF
$13.
California residents - please add sales tax.
DO YOU HAVE ANY CANAL ZONE
FOR SALE OR TRADE?

TOM BROUGHAM
APS

P. O. BOX 443
BERKELEY, CALIF. 94701
(415) 843-2459

CZSG

Liquor Tax Law
Through the courtesy of Mrs. Robert
Stevens we give a translation made by her
of the Law Number 87 of Dec. 22, 1976
which changes the amount of tax on imported liquors. This tax applies to liquors
sold in the Canal Zone. Special tax stamps
are affixed on all liquor sold in the Canal
Zone, as we have reported on previous occasions. The decree states:
ARTICLE:
Paragraph 2 of article
1 of the Law of the second to the seventh
of December 1972, will remain as is:
PARAGRAPH 2. The containers of liquor
pertaining to the tariffs 112-01-02, 11201-03, 112-04-02, 112-04-03, 112-04-04,
112-04-80, 112-04-80-1 and 112-04-80-2
of the present article will carry stamps in
accordance with the following tariff:
a) Containers with the capacity up to 900
C.c. will have stamps for the value of
2 balboas with .50 centavos ($2.50);
b) Containers with the capacity of 900
C.c. up to 1,800 C.c. will carry stamps
for the value of three balboas with .50
centavos, ($3.50);
c) Containers with a capacity larger than
1,800 c.c will carry stamps for the value of four balboas with .50 centavos
($4.50).
This disposes of what was established by
article 993, of the Fiscal Code, modifled
by Article 7 of Law 81, of the 28th of
December of 1961.
SECOND ARTICLE:
This Law will come
into effect starting the 1st of January 1977.
COMMUNICATE AND PUBLISH,
Written in the city of Panama, on the 22nd
day of January of 1976.
DEMETRIO B. LAKAS
President of the Republic

FIRST

Fig. 1. Scott No. 3a.
Fig. 2. Scott No. 3a. Inverted overprint.

First Series
By Gilbert N. Plass
We continue our series of articles in
which we discuss and illustrate rarities of
the first series that have not previously been
shown in our journal. Apparently two complete panes of 100 of the 10c value were
overprinted with inverted overprint, Scott
No. 3a, Fig. 1. czse Nos. 3.1, 3.2, and 3.3
should exist with inverted overprint, but
only No. 3.1 has been reported with both
varieties. A number of copies of the inverted overprint error were used on covers
by Dr. Pierce and his friends. An example
is shown in Fig. 2 which was sent from
Cristobal to Ancon on July 10, 1904.
The variety left PANAMA 2% mm below
the bar occurs twice on each pane in Pos.

variety, czse No. 3.1, should exist. For
some unknown reason this variety is very
scarce and we have only been able to record 7 copies over a long period of time.
The unused example in Fig. 3 has this variety on the upper left stamp. There are
extra splotches of the ink used for the overprinting on the left margin of this stamp
and elsewhere on this block, a fairly common occurence on the 10c value. An example on cover is shown in Fig. 4.
Another variety of the Panama overprint
is the work-up {"colon") between the right
PANAMA and bar, czse 3.2, from Pos. 5
and 10. An unused example is shown in
Fig. 5 with extra ink splotches at the bottom of the stamp. An example on cover by

31 and 36. Approximately 100 copies of this

Fig. 3.

Fig. 4.

czse

ezse

No. 3.1.

Fig. 5. eZSG No. 3.2.

Air Mail Variety

Dr. Perry and his friends is shown in Fig.
6. Again approximately 100 copies of this
variety should exist, but we have only recorded 8 examples. Why are these two varieties and the corresponding ones on the
5c value so scarce? Who has a theory about
this?

Miller Hurt reports an unusual smudged
ink variety on the current 35¢ airmail stamp.
Only one stamp in the sheet showed a bad
smudge of the black ink which erased the
line above "The Land Divided, the World
United" and made a smudge to the left of
the circle.

Fig. 6.

No. 3.1. PANAMA 2~ mm below bar.
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czse

No. 3.2. "Colon" after PANAMA.

Second Time Around
Canal Zone - "U. S. Fleet"
Post Offices on Shore

UPSS 62
By Hugh Cassibry

UPSS 62 is a 4¢ size 10 envelope in
Watermark 48 which was surcharged l¢ by
the Panama Canal Printing Plant at La
Boca. What makes UPSS 62 different from
"A fact well known to enthusiasts in the
other revalued envelopes is that the UPSS
field of navophilately is that the 'UNITED
catalog lists only 7 known copies.
STATES FLEET' and 'u. S. - FLEET'
While assisting in the accumulation of
postmarks are used on no ship, but by the
statistical data for inclusion in the 1971
Fleet Mail Clerk at temporary Fleet land
Revision of the UPSS Postal Stationery
offices. These should not be confused with
Catalog of the United States Possessions and
the 'U.S. FLEET - FLAGSHIP' cancel,
Administrative Areas, I became interested
which is used by him only on board the
in the postal stationery items then in use
flagship.
"Correspondence posted on shore by Navy in the Canal Zone. To get used copies, I
"Recent advices received from official personnel through these facilities is known contacted one of the Panama Canal offices
sources in Panama contain certain hitherto to have received the distinctive 'FLEET'
which received large amounts of local mail
undisclosed information to the effect that duplex date-stamps, with 'BALBOA' (or and they agreed to save envelopes on incomthe 'u. S. - FLEET' post offices were op- 'Cristobal' ), C. Z: between the bars of the ing mail for me if I would stop by once a
erated on shore in the Canal Zone on the obliterators.
week to pick them up. At the 'time, postal
following dates:"The Flcet will no doubt concentrate on rates had been increased by one cent and
( a) At Balboa from January 17 to Feb- the Canal at some later date, and collectors quite an assortment of overprinted enveruary 22, 1929 (another source gives the will once more have afforded them the op- lopes and envelopes with stamps added
period as from January 30 to February 21);
portunity to secure specimens of these mark- were in circulation. On receipt, I sorted the
(b) At Balboa from February 28 to ings with 'locations' in the Canal Zone. It envelopes by size and type and then held
March 24, 1931 (another source states the is suggested that interested parties peruse them before a bright light to determine the
period as being February 15 to March 24); their news services and keep informed of watermark.
On such an occasion, I found one of the
(c) At Balboa from April 20 to 23, 1934; the movements of the Fleet and, about two
weeks before the intended concentration of revalued size 10 envelopes in watermark 48.
( d) At Cristobal from April 24 to May
that body is scheduled to take place, submit It had been mailed from Quarry Heights
United States-stamped and self-addressed and was clearly postmarked Sept. 15, 1970
covers under separate letter addressed to P.M. I considered this quite unusual since
Pitney Bowes Meters
the attention of the 'Fleet Mail Clerk, United other similar envelopes were in watermark
By Richard A. Salz
States Fleet, Via New York, New York', 49 and it was my understanding that the
with"the,
request that they- be appropriatel}'- ~ii!e-IO envelopes to be revRllled wer», to_
A letter received from CZSG member treated with
the distinctive 'FLEET' date- be drawn from the last shipment received
Jim Hanna asked a couple of questions re- stamp at the United States Fleet post office and that this shipment had been held intact
garding changes in meter numbers. He was which will be re-established on land in the in sealed boxes in the vault until all enveparticularly interested in what had hap- Canal Zone for the duration of the period lopes from the previous shipment had been
pened to the Royal Netherlands SS Agency which the Fleet will be based there:'
issued. H this was the case, all the envelopes
which appears on our meter listing as numoverprinted should be of the same waterber 29 and the USARCARIBAIR Federal
- R. H. SALZ
mark unless by chance the U. S. Envelope
Credit Union number 41 (see CZP Whole
Company had used paper with two different
No. 36, pg. 23-24).
watermarks in the manufacture of the enMy letter of inquiry to the CZPS dated
New Spacing Varieties
velopes in this shipment.
July 3, 1977 was answered on July 12, 1977,
Since the envelope in question was mailed
Lawson Entwistle reports two new spacby Mr. W. C. Merwin, Acting Director of
ing varieties. He has found a block of four from Quarry Heights and gave a Quarry
Posts, CZPS. That is extra fast!! Does anyof Scott No. 60 with one stamp with a Heights return address, there was a good
one know any other postal organization who
spacing of 9% mm instead of the normal chance it had been purchased from the
gives that kind of service? Many thanks
9¥.l
rom. On a block of four on No. 61, one Quarry Heights Post Office. On this assumpMr. Merwin.
stamp has a spacing of 9~ mm. Since the tion, I went to the Quarry Heights Post
Here is the list of additions and changes same plate was presumably used to over- Office and asked to buy size 10 envelopes.
which readers might wish to add to the list print both of these stamps, it would seem Less than 100 envelopes of this type were
in the CZP referred to in the first para- that each spacing should occur on all stamps on hand; 6 were in Watermark 48 and the
balance were in Watermark 49.
graph. And Jim Hanna's inquiry regarding overprinted from this form.
number changes is cleared up.
Upon investigation, it was determined that
all the envelopes sent to the Panama Canal
41
Meter
USARCARIBAIR
67
CZSG
92
55
4-28-76
Post
90
Office
89
91HolderSS
Number
Date
First
Used
75
4-28-76
8-26-75
HC
9-18-75
Howard
AFB
11-18-75
1-28-77
Ft.
Amador
W/drawn
5-27-77
Albrook
AFB
Cristobal
9"18-75
Type
Mailing
Printing Plant for revaluation were in sealed
Central
Accounting
Office
Royal
Netherlands
Agency
Office
Fed. Cr. Union
boxes from the last shipment. Also, no other
envelopes in Watermark 48 could be found
among the 50,000 envelopes that had been
revalued. What then could be the explanation for the 7 envelopes appearing in Watermark 48 instead of Watermark 49?
When a new shipment of envelopes is received in the Canal Zone, the Postal Division breaks the seal on one box of 500 enBy V. LeYoung ArdifI
Meekels, March 25, 1936
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5 (another source contends that the period
was from April 21 to May 5);
( e) At Balboa from October 24 to 27,
1934.
"These post offices were operated primarily as clearing houses for the handling
of mail to and from the vessels of the United
States Fleet. Money order service was not
instituted, nor was the registration of mail
or the sale of United States stamps encouraged, as proper facilities were not available.
As far as we can learn, no other Navy-manned United States' postal unit has been operated on land within the Canal Zone in
this manner.

(Continued

on page 30)

UPSS 62 (Continued

from page 29)

velopes and 50 of the envelopes are removed
and placed in the official postal files. If the
envelopes are of the same size and denomination as those from the previous shipment,
50 similar envelopes from philatelic stocks
are used to replace those removed and the
box is resealed and placed in the vault
along with the rest of the shipment.
Where there is little doubt that 50 of
UPSS 62 existed at one time, in all probability the other 43 are lost forever and
the total count will remain at seven - six
mint and one used.

First Day Covers

President's Report (Continued

Gary B. Weiss and Richard Bates are
working on a compilation of Canal Zone
first day covers. They wish to verify the
dates as well as the cities and cancels on
Scott Nos. 1-104, C2, C01-14, Jl-24, 01-9,
OXl-6, and most postal stationery (use
UPSS numbers) and all minor varieties.
They wish to determine which first day covers exist and record the data on the known
covers as well as the earliest recorded use
of each issue. All information on these items
and any other unusual first day covers should
be sent to Gary B. Weiss, P. O. Box 155,
Sub. Stat. 1, UTMB, Galveston, Tex. 77550.
They hope to publish a check list of these
issues.

from page 25)

CZSG which allows dues in excess of $5.00
to qualify as a charitable deduction for
those who itemize on their 1040 tax form.
Another possible reason for the increase of
donations is to acknowledge the valuable
information imparted through the pages of
the CZP. A quick look at the figures show
that in 1972 we had 36 contributing and
no sustaining members; and in 1977 we had
85 contributing and 26 sustaining members
for a total of 111. That is equivalent to an
additional 137 members, which is a huge
help in maintaining our basic dues at the
figure that has existed since our reorganization in 1968.
There are a half-dozen members, and you
know who you are, that have done a bangup job in doubling the membership over
that past six years. As of the end of September we have 585 Canal Zone collectors
on the rolls, and it is my hope to see that
figure reach 600 by the end of this year.
In closing may I say thanks to all of you
who have joined in making the Canal Zone
Study Group such a wonderful organization.
It has been my pleasure to work for you
during the past six years, and I will continue to help in any way possible.
When
read
this,
Thanksgiving will
B.
circulation
2.Paid
Free
Mail
distribution
subscribers
E.D.
F.
G.
Total
Office
Total
distribution
use
C. you
paid
circulation
be past but the end-of-year festivities will
be upon us. A very Merry Christmas, Happy
Holidays, and a Happy New Year to all of
the big and wonderful group of Canal Zone
collectors.
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Collection Recovered
The collection of Panama covers reported
as taken from the home of Dr. James B.
Helm in Vol. 36, p. 19 has been recovered
in another state.
Statement of ownership, management and circulation. 1. Date of filing: Sept. 20, 1977. 2. Title:
The Canal Zone Philatelist.
Statement of ownership, management and circulation. 1. Title: The Canal Zone Philatelist. 2. Date
of filing: Sept. 20, 1977. 3. Frequency: Quarterly.
4 issues published annually. $5.00 annual subscription price. 4. Office of publication: P. O. Box
765 (9 Nittany View Circle), State College, Fa.
16801. 5. General business office: 29 S. South
Carolina Ave., Atlantic City, N. J. 08401. 6. Publisher: Canal Zone Study Group, 29 S. South Carolina Ave., Atlantic City, N. J. 08401; Editor:
Gilbert N. Plass, P. O. Box 9973, College Station,
Tex. 77840. 7. Owner: Canal Zone Study Group,
address above. 8. Known bondholders, etc.: None.
9. The purpose, function, and nonprofit status of
this organization and the exempt status for Federal
income tax purposes have not changed during the
preceding 12 months. 10. Extent and nature of
circulation:

700
700
558
0 No. copies printed559
0 559
19
578
122
578
A. Total 20
122
1.
Sales through dealers, etc.
(membership)

Dated Precancels -

The Early Registry Service

(Continued

By Thomas Brougham

from page 25)

over the life of the plate and at times are
nearly unreadable; the month and year is
usually sharp.
Starting in December 1952, and continuing through February 1955, Type SRC-III
was used. It has all the characteristics of
Type SRC-I1, except that the spacing between the lines is only 2 mm.
Fig. 6. Type SCR-V.

Fig. 3. Type SCR-III.

as they were used on stamps that had been
damaged or partial sheets that would not
go through the mechanical dater. Normal
SRC types exist for the same dates as the
provisionals.
The first was the regular SRC integral
of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, described in
the Noble catalog as Type 106-IHS-SRC.
It is reported with dates of November,
1952 (normally Type SRC-III) and April,
1955 (normally Type SRC-IV). Probably
other dates exist. This provisional is designated ils Type SRC-VI.
The second provisional, Type SRC-VII,
is a single-line, handstamp in violet ink,
reading "OCT 66 SRC". It is also known
with NOV 66 date. During these two
months Type SRC-V was being used.

Fig. 4. TypeSCl\'::IIJa (at left).

(Continued from page 24)
On Saturday, August 19, Branham mailed
his registered letter from Gorgona; on August 22 he wrote to his superior that he had
"interviewed the postmaster at Empire"
who indicated that it was "impossible for
him to handle the registry business without
additional compensation." Branham did not
take this occasion to report that he had
established the service but waited until
September 8 to do so. Branham may have
visited the different officesto direct the postmasters in their new duties. Travel time,
problems encountered at the offices, and
inexperience probably made for a very ragged beginning.
Moreover, as the next letter indicates, this
beginning was based on a misunderstanding
by Branham of the plan that he was supposed to carry out. On September 8, 1905,
two days after mailing the second cover at
Station A, Branham wrote the following to
Cooke:
"Not being acquainted with the fact that
a scheme for the despatch of Canal Zone
[registered] mail had been submitted by
the Third Assistant Postmaster General and
had been accepted by you, I established
these offices as far as possible in accordance
with the rules and regulations for domestic
service [presumably, the registration package envelopes were addressed to the post
offices--of·-destinatiull

as in- A.meric&n- eit.i-es-;

essentially method I] ....
I find that in
order to carry out the plan accepted by you
[presumably, method II] it will be necessary
to secure supplies which were not included
in those furnished .... "

Type SRC-IV appeared in March 1955,
and continued in use until at least April
1962, and possibly a month or so longer.
The type face and spacing is the same as
Type SRC-III, but the month is in capitals
only.

Fig. 7. Type SCR-VII.
The above notes are only a start on an
interesting sideline and undoubtedly others
will be able to add to our knowledge. Hugh
W. Cassibry furnished much new information and provided my first knowledge of the
provisional Type SRC-VII. David Rose furnished the data concerning the letter to
Sears.
Fig. 5. Type SCR-IV.

First Day for Officials

The present earliest recorded date for
Type SRC-V is August 1962. The type face
was changed slightly and the most notable
difference is in the "C" which is rounder
and wider than the previous faces. At the
time of writing the full life span of Type
SRC-V is not known and the most recent
date seen is September 1970; however, at
this latest date the year numbers are slightly more condensed than those of the earlier
period. The "S R C" is badly eroded.
In addition to the five regular types, two
provisional types were used. These are rare

In Vol. 10, p. 24 we asked if there was
any evidence for the March 31, 1941 issue
date for the first regular and air mail official stamps that is given in the Scott catalogue. We had not previously heard of
copies postmarked before April 8, 1941.
Now Michael Beck reports a cover which
seems to confirm the March 31, 1941 date.
He has a copy of Scott C03 tied to a cover
with a March 31, 1941 cancel and used as
a postage due stamp. The cover appears to
be philatelic, but does establish that this
stamp was available on this date.
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"The Cristobal office will require a supp~y
of Main Office to Station manifold bill, and
in order to do away with the unnecesary
work of re-registering each article at Cristobal, I would respectfully suggest that authority be secured for the use of the Distribution Book in the Cristobal office."
Using a Main Office to Station manifold
bill would required the Cristobal office to
re-register all the registered mail it received
from "its" stations; permission to use the
Distribution Book would have allowed a
simpler pro-.:edure for recording each piece.

f;OVERS
CanaL Zone
and

100,000 others
WE BUY GOOD

d

COVERS

= ~e~~.~~~ri~~~
BOX 333. ULETA. FLA. 33164

However, Branham was still mistaken in his
idea of the plan that was to be implemented.
Here he was reducing the other offices to
"station" status under Cristobal. Rather,
Cooke's plan was to elevate Cristobal to an
"exchange office".
The letter continues: "At the present
time, registered matter from the Canal Zone
is sent to the postoffice at Cristobal where
it is opened and the registry package envelopes placed on me. The postmaster at
Cristobal signs the package receipt and the
original bill is forwarded to New York with
the registered articles."
This is essentially method II with the
remarkable difference that the original bill
was forwarded rather than returned to the
office of origin. Presumably, the two illustrated covers were processed this way, although it is possible that a different procedure was used before Branham realized
that he had not carried out the correct plan.
The letter continues: "Inasmuch as the
Cristobal office is not supplied with manifold bills or any form of registry bills other
than the grey card, the re-registration of
all articles originating on the Zone at Cristobal would not change the situation, as the
New York office will sign the same number
of bills, and the only difference would be
that the bills would all be returned to Cristobal instead of to the mailing offices."
Here Branham was trying to justify the
forwarding of the original bills (rather than
returning them to the sending offices and
filling out new bills) on the basis that th"
same number of pieces of paper wouid have
to be signed in New York in either case.
This procedure was bending the regulations
and Branham knew it.
"I would also respectfully suggest that
authority be secured for the use of the Distribution Book in the Ancon Postoffice in
despatching mail to Station 'A'."
On September 8, 1905, the same date as
the previous letter, the Director of Posts
received from \Vashington, D.C., permission
to implement his "recommendation of the
17th ultimo, for the establishment of an exchange of registered mails between the
Canal Zone exchange [N.B.] office of Cristobal, and the Island of Jamaica... ." Thus,
while Branham was planning on Cristobal
being a "Main Office", Washington, D.C.
and Tom Cooke were thinking of it as an
"Exchange Office". This same letter informed Cooke that "5,000 gummed registry
labels and 2,000 foreign registry return receipt forms" were being sent. These gummed
labels were used only at exchange offices.
On September 14 the Postmaster of Ancon
inquired if arrangements could be made to
deliver registered mail for "Lima, Peru, and
for places in the Republic of Panama" to
the Panama Post Office instead of sending
it to New York. On September 19 he was
given permission to "despatch that mail entirely to Panama taking the Panama Postmaster's receipt in duplicate for each letter
by name and number."

On September 22, 1905 Branham wrote
to Tom Cooke: "I have to acknowledge
receipt of one book of manifold Registry
Bills [these forms were used by exchange
offices to record the contents of pouches
or inner sacks of registered matter]. The
despatch of registered matter made to the
States this day was made on this form of
bill.
"I enclose herewith a circular for your
consideration and approval [probably new
instructions to the postmasters concerning
registry procedures].
"Since the Cristobal office is to be made
the exchange office for the Canal Zone [at
last he knows!], I would most respectfully
suggest that the Postmaster at Ancon be
instructed to address his sack of registered
matter to the Post-office at Cristobal instead
of to the Post-office at New York."
Given the scarcity of material and information it is not possible (or necessary) to
state the exact dates or even the exact number of different methods used to handle
registered mail in this early period. But
there is sufficient evidence to classify the
first five weeks, roughly from August 19 to
September 22, as a distinct stage - the preexchange office period.
On September 27 the Postmaster of Ancon reported that his attempt to deliver mail
destined for Peru, Colombia, and the Republic of Panama to the Panama Post Office
was not entirely successful, a clerk there
claiming "that only those for the Republic
could be accepted ... ." On October 3 he
was ordered to send~registered lnail for
"Peru, Colombia, and other countries ....
to the Cristobal Office for foreign transmission,"

At some point in the fiscal year ending
June 30, 1908, Ancon became an exchange
office "for Panama and Pacific points." Presumably the more informal arrangement of
"receipt in duplicate" was in effect until
then. I have not seen any registered covers
which left the Canal Zone via Ancon. Between 1908 and 1915 about 7% of the registered mail left the Zone through Ancon. But
since none of it was destined for the U. S.
these covers have virtually all disappeared.
On December 18, 1905, Tom Cooke advised the departments of the Isthmian Canal Commission that official mail would
"hereafter be entitled to free registration."
In the next ten years nearly one half of all
registered matter was official mail registered
free. Since this mail bore no stamps and
was predominantly addressed to other governmental departments, these covers were
not saved by collectors and have also virtually disappeared.
This concludes the group of letters.

Covers and Cancels
With the cooperation of many members
of the Study Group, I have gathered information on many of the known registered
covers up to the abrogation of the Taft
Agreement. A typical Canal Zone registered
cover, especially an early one, is a complex
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item, approachable from many different
angles. I am going to concentrate on the
postmarks to the exclusion of other aspects.
Since the bulk of the surviving covers passed
through the Cristobal Exchange Office, I
will organize this discussion around the
postmarks and procedures at that office.
First, however, a few observations on the
general nature of the surviving covers. Most
of the covers I have seen have been addressed to and from stamp collectors or dealers.
They are not, by and large, "philatelic";
only a small portion appear to be "made
up". But a flourishing business in stamps
was being conducted by the postmasters
and others in the Zone. These covers carried
many of the items which we now collect.
Many of the covers are legal-size envelopes and quite a few have large numbers of
low denomination stamps applied carelessly,
With the addition of the many postmarks
and numbers typical of these covers, they
often look distinctly messy. They are the
polar opposite of a modern first-day cover.
(Continued in next issue. The author
would like to receive reports andlor photostats of early registered covers.)

SELECTED "EXCLUSIVE"
C. Z. ITEMS
No. 3 Ex. fine used, black lines and
town pmk. with clear "Ju!. 9,
1904" date, beauty, A.P.S. Cert.,
Cat. $130+
No.7. Bt. plate No. 1498 & imprint
blk. of 6, iust fine cent .• tissue
pa~er on reverse, G.g., rare,
Cat. $550
No. 9b. "ZONE" antique, i.f. to v.f.,
neat target can., Cat. $30
No. 14f. "8¢" double, only 30 printed,
superb unused, no gum, P.R. Cert.
Photocopy for block, Cat. $350+
No. 20 & 20a. Vert. pair, top stamp
"CANAL" antique, fine & D.g.,
Cat. $76
No. 22e. Double ovpt., superb, full

o.g., Cat. $100+

No. 23 var. Dark purple ovpt., v.£.+.
full D.g.) n.h., very scarce, A.P.S.
Cert. Photo copy for sheet
No. 24c. Double ovpt., f.-v.f., trop.
O.g., n.h., Cat. $150
No. 32c. 211 booklet pane, f.-v.£. cent.,
trap. D.rt .• few nibbed perfs, some
tissue adhering, Cat. $300
No. 32c. Same., v.f.+, trap o.g., tissue bits adhering, nice
No. 39d, extremely fine, D.g., n.h.,
Cat. $45
No. 3ge, inverted center, v.g. (cuts
left) to v.f., fresh o.g., Cat .. $200
No. 3ge, same, f.-v. f., trop o.g
No. 3ge. same, v.£.+, fresh o.g.

$150

$500
$ 25
$300
$ 75
$ 95
$ 65
$125
$235
$350
$ 45
$125
$165
$190

WHAT ELSE DO YOU NEED?
Comprehensive "Canal Zone'
stock available
Satisfaction or Immediate Refund
Gladly Sent on Approval with References
Installment Payment Terms If Desired
(No Interest or Carrying Charges)
MASTER CHARGE accepted
large orders.

on

Jack E. Molesworth, Inc.
SPA
CSA

88 Beacon Street
Boston, Mass. 02108
Phone (617) 523-2522

APS
CZSG

