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Thanks again to George Stilwell for 'writing the President's Report in the second
quarter 1975 CZP which mentioned the various avenues that were open to collectors of
Canal Zone material. At least one convert
was made, yours truly, and I hope you will
find interest in what has turned out to be
an instructive sideline, Deltiology is the
name of the game-picture
postcards! It is
a whole new ball game,
Should you decide to venture into this
field a few facts might be helpful. Post card
collectors divide cards into specific groups,
those pertaining to the Canal Zone are dis('u,sed j" this and the following paragraph:
the POST CARD ERA (1901-1907)-as
of
December 4, 1901 the Post Office Department permitted the words "POST CARD"
on privately printed cards. All of these cards
had 'undivided backs'; name and address
only were permitted on the back of the
card, the message area was confined to a
narrow white strip on the picture side. Next
came the DIVIDED
BACK ERA (19071915)-printing
of divided back cards allowed a message to be written on the same
side as the address as of March 1, 1907.
!\fost of the above described cards were
printed in Germany which at that time was
the world leader in the production of printing inks as well as sophisticated printing
machinery, World War I stopped the exporting of high quality German made postcards and the United States became the
largest manufacturer.
Most of these from
(Continued on page 15)

Mail Sale No. 5
The fifth CZSG mail sale will be held
on Oct. 13, 1976, Members only may
submit lots between June 7 and July
17. Send your material to G, W. Stilwell, 377 Rolling Rock Rd., Mountainside, I\. J. 07092, Certificates necessary on all Scott Nos, I, 2, 3, and
15.

No. 39

Your Executive Committee is working on a project involving the reproduction of the
CZSG logo on a circular metal disc attached to a 2 x 2 x %" thick white Italian marble
base. It will make a nice paperweight for use in your stamp den. When you read this
many of you will have purchased one during Interphil '76, where they will be available
for the first time to CZSG members. Those wishing to order the CZSG Paperweight should
send $3.00 to George V". Stilwell, 377 Rolling Rock Road, Mountainside, New Jersey 07092.
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Detailed List of Canal Zone Stamps
By Gilbert N. Plass
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The Canal Zone Study Group

Auctions
The most important sale of Canal Zone
material in the winter quarter was the auction of the Stull collection by Vahan Mozian. Prices were exceptionally strong and all
of the scarcer material was in strong demand. The total realized ($33,700)
was
96" of the sum of the catalogue and estimated prices ($35,100). This indicates both
the streng demand and the reasonable nature of present catalogue prices.
Among the rarities in the Mozian sale
was a copy of No. 15 which sold for $850
against a catalogue price of $600. This
makes your Editor wonder what price would
be obtained for the much rarer No. 47, if
it were offered at auction. According to his
records only one pair and no single copies
have been offered at auction in the last decade that are in very fine unused condition
with o. g.
Booklet panes are always in demand and
an unexploded booklet with 2 panes of No.
.32c sold at the Mozian sale for $550 against
a catalogue value of $350. Nos. 1 and 3
with first day cancel brought $350 each.
Only four stamps off cover are known with
first day cancel plus two first day covers
for this first series of Canal Zone stamps.
The following list has been arranged by
Scott catalogue number. After this number
is the price realized. The catalogue price as
listed in the auction catalogue is given in
(Contil1ued
011 page 11)
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A revised version of this detailed check list will appear at the end of our Canal Zone
handbook. We want it to include all known Canal Zone varieties. Broken letters are mentioned provided that evidence can be found that they are constant; they are not given separate numbers in the check list. Please send your Editor information on any variety not included. You will want your stamps included.

Hamilton Bank Note Issue of 1906-1907
Scott Nos. 21-26
The basic stamps were engraved by the Hamilton Bank Note Company and printed by
them in two colors. The first printings of this issue are on a soft paper, while the later
printings are on a hard paper. The hard paper when held to the light shows a pattern of
lozenges with the points allowing more light to pass through. Under high magnification
the paper fibers are much more noticeable on the soft paper and appear to rise above the
surface of the paper. The points where the perforations have been torn apart usually show,
when magnified, many minute fibers protruding outward for the soft paper, while the hard
paper shows a much cleaner separation. The Canal Zone overprint was applied to panes
of 100 in the Isthmian Canal Commission's Printing Office in the old Administration
Building in Panama City. A 10 point Ronaldson Foundry type ("antique" type) was used.
Two different spacings between CANAL and ZONE were used: 7~ mm and 6% rnrn.
The overprint reads down on Nos. 22-26 and up on No. 21.

Two Cents, No. 21
Cordoba, red and black. Overprint reading up. Soft paper; 7~ mm spacing. Issued: October 29, 1906. Total issued: 20,000 (October); 30,000 (November); Total: 50,000.
a. CANAL only. (1)
Varieties:
1. Strong offset of overprint on back.
2. Spacing variety: 6% mm. Pos. 83. (500)
The N of ZONE has a brokkn serif in Pos. 8 in the October printing only.

One Cent, No. 22
Balboa, green and black. Overprint reading down. Issued: Jan. 14, 1907. A total of 900,000
were issued through the second half of 1907 on soft paper with 7~ mm spacing. An additio~al 1,100,000 were issued from the end of 1907 until April 1909 on hard paper with
both 71,4 and 6% mm spacing (although the 500,000 copies received January 2, 1908 may
have contained some stamps on soft paper). Total: 2,000,000.
a. Horizontal pair, imperforate between. Soft paper, 7~ rnrn. (50 pairs)
b. Vertical pair, imperforate between. Hard paper, 6% mm. (About 10 pairs known)
c. Vertical pair, imperforate horizontally. Hard paper, 6% mm. (The top margin and
first four horizontal rows of one sheet were left imperforate. About 25 were used
and never found. About 5 unused pairs exist.)
d. Inverted overprint reading up. Soft paper, 7~ mm. (100)
e. Double overprint. Hard paper, 7~ and 6% rnrn. (300)
f. Double overprint, one inverted. Soft paper, 7~ mm. (About 20 known)
g. Inverted center and inverted overprint reading up. Hard paper, 6% rnrn. (A pane
of 100 was sold to the Panama Railroad Company. All but 20 or 21 copies were
used of which about 5 have been recovered. About 20 unused and 5 used copies
known.)
Varieties:
1. ANA for CANAL. Hard paper, 6% mm. Pas. 93. Variety is on 1000 panes
received April 12, 1909. (1000)
2. ONE for ZONE. Hard paper, 6% mm. Pos. 35. Variety is on all panes received
January 27, 1909. (3000)
3. Spaced CA of CANAL (spacing 1 mm instead of normal ~ mm). Hard paper,
6% mm. Pos. 50. (1000)
4. Bottom margin imperforate. Hard paper, 7~ rnrn. (10)
5. Top margin imperforate. Soft paper, 7~ mm and hard paper, 7~ mm. (20)
6. Bar (work-up) after E of ZONE. Soft paper, 7;4 rnrn.
7. Paper and spacing varieties:
Soft paper, 7~ rnrn.
Soft paper, 6% mm (Pos. 18 of printing on soft paper).
Hard paper, 7~ rnrn.
Hard paper, 6% mrn.
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8. Shades:
Green. Soft paper, 7~ nun.
Dark green. Soft paper, 7~ mm; hard paper, 7~ and 6% nun.
There is a broken C on Pos. 44 and a broken Z on Pos. 45 of some printings. Freak
perforations exist as a result of a paper fold running both ways at about 45° to the normal
direction. CAN L for CANAL is in some early lists, but no copy with a true missing A
has been recorded.

Two Cents, No. 23
Cordoba, red and black. Overprint reading down. Issued: November 25, 1906. The 700,000
copies delivered through the middle of 1907 were on soft paper with 7~ mm spacing. The
1,170,000 copies delivered from the middle of 1907 to the middle of 1908 were probably
on both soft and hard paper. The 500,000 copies delivered on January 18, 1909 were on
hard paper. Both 71,4 and 6% mm spacings exist on the hard paper. Total issued: 2,370,000.
a. Horizontal pair, imperforate between. Hard paper, 7~ mm. The center vertical
row was not perforated on two sheets. (20 pairs)
b. Vertical pair, one without overprint. Soft paper, 71,4 mm. The top row of one sheet
did not receive the overprint. (10)
c. Double overprint. Hard paper, 71,4 nun. (100)
d. Double overprint, one diagonal. Hard paper, 7~ mm. Dark purple overprint. One
sheet received a second overprint at an angle; varieties d, e, h,
are from this
sheet.
e. Double overprint, one diagonal in pair with normal. Hard paper, 7~ mm. Dark
purple overprint. From sheet described in d.
1. Horizontal pair with normal. (5 pairs known)
n. Vertical pair with normal. (2 pairs known)
h. Double overprint, one diagonal and reading ZONE CANAL (words must not be
split by perforations to be this variety). Hard paper, 7~ mm. Dark purple overprint. From sheet described in d. (Exists in pair with d). (5 copies known)
I. CANAL double, second CANAL at angle. Hard paper, 7% mm. Dark purple overprint. From sheet described in d. (Exists in pair with normal stamp). (4 copies
known)
g. Inverted center and inverted overprint reading up. Hard paper, 7~ mm. Dark
purple overprint. (6 used copies known; all but one of these have been described
as having defects)
Varieties:

i

1. CAN L for CANAL (a small part of the A usually prints). Hard paper, 6% mm.
2. Spaced CA of CANAL (spacing 1 mm instead of normal 1h mm). Hard paper,
6% mm. Pos. 50 (1000)
3. Double transfer of red design of basic stamp. Soft paper, 6% mm; Hard paper,
7~ and 6% nun.
4. Dark purple overprint. Hard paper, 7~ mm.
5. Strong offset on back. Soft paper, 7~ mm.
6. Paper and spacing varieties:
Soft paper, 7~ mm.
Soft paper, 6% mm (Pos. 18 of printing on soft paper).
Hard paper, 7~ mm.
Hard paper, 6% mm.
7. Shades:
Orange red. Soft paper, 714 mm.
Carmine lake. Hard paper, 7:Y4 mm.
Scarlet. Hard paper, 7~ and 6% mm.
Broken serifs on the N of ZONE exist on Pos. 93 of a few sheets of the first printing.
(Continued

Auctions (Continued from page JO)
parenthesis. All items are unused and without serious defects unless mentioned otherwise. All prices have been rounded to the
nearest dollar. All items in the following list
are from the Mozian sale (Stull collection)
unless the name of another auctioneer follows the price.
1\0. 1, used, $150 ($140); 1, 15 mm
PANAMA, S210 (8175): 1, $180 (SI40); la,
straight edge, $260 ($275); 2, used on small
piece, $80 ($60) Wolffers; 2d, $170 ($175);
9a in block of 4, $53 ($40); 9b in block of

in next issue)
4, 535 (821); 10, spaced AL in block of 4,
$40 ($22); lOa, $85 ($60); lla in block of
4, $53 ($32); 12, PANAAM with spaced
AL, used, $140 (8125); 12, PAMANA reading down, used, $44 ($30); 12c, $180 ($140);
12d, used, $170 ($140); 13a in block of 4,
885 ($65); 13, inverted M in block of 4,
865 ($40); 14, spaced AL, $60 ($37).
No. 20a in block of 4, $l10 ($87); 22a,
$251 ($200); 22c, $400 ($300); 22e, n. g.,
$68 (860); 23d, $240 ($200); 28, spaced CA
in block of 4, $l10 ($65).
No. 31c, $240 ($170); 32a, $130 ($100);
32c, 8220 ($175); 38-41, $22 ($18); 39a,
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$200 ($100); 39c, $350 ($100); 46a, $120
($120); 46b, $150 ($100); 48, $400 ($300);
53, $46 ($25); 53a, $55 ($50); 53b, $375
($300); 55b, $280 ($200); 56a, $115 ($100);
56b, $160 ($l10); 56c in strip of 5, $230
($175); 56e, $240 ($200); 56f, $250 ($200).
Nos. 58-59, $180 ($180) Apfelbaum; Nos.
60-66, $60 ($75) Apfelbaum;
60b, $325
($250); 61a, $46 ($37); 67, $350 ($250); 67,
block of 4, $1050 ($l100); 67a, $300 ($275).
Nos. 71e + 73a, $60 ($50) Apfelbaum;
73a, $48 ($25); 84b, $100 ($85); 86a, $250
($200); 9Th, $110 ($90).
No. C25a, $325 ($300); Nos. COl-7, 14,
$25 ($30) Kenedi; J4-6, $38 ($33); }7-9, $34
($32); }17a, $130 ($110).
No. UX3, $50 ($50); UX4, $35 ($35);
UX5, used, 51170 ($175); UX6, $325 ($225);
UX7, $24 ($17).
Zeppelin covers mailed in the Canal Zone
continue to bring very high prices. A total
of 20 covers and 25 cards were posted at
Cristobal on May 15, 1930 with Canal Zone
stamps and flown to New York. The United
States $1.30 Zeppelin stamp was added to
the covers and the 65~· Zeppelin stamp to
the cards which were then flown on the
Graf Zeppelin to Friedrichshafen and backstamped there. A card from this flight was
sold by Roger Koerber for $800.
Covers were mailed on May 8, 1936 at
Cristobal with Canal Zone stamps and flown
to New York where United States stamps
were canceled. The covers then were carried
Qn the Hindenburg
to Frankfort. One of
these was sold by Richard Wolffers for
8270.

1975 Air Mail Envelope
Seymour Wengrovitz has found what he
believes is a new die tllat has been used on
2¢
3<: air mail envelope,
the 1975, 8¢
Scott No. UCI6. The characteristics of this
die are: (1) a spur extending from the bottom of the G in POST AGE; (2) two contour
lines plus a dot in the hill under A of CANAL; (3) spur extending from the top of the
in POSTAGE. This die seems to have
some of the characteristics of 124585 (spur
on top) and 124586 (hill contour lines), but
has in addition its own spur on the O. It has
been found on the large No. UC16 and on
the small size of No. U21. The Canal Zone
post office states that only one die was used
for the large envelopes, No. UC16. However, the above indicates that a new die
may have been used.

+

+

o

Postage Due Plates
Top plate number blocks with an F before the plate number have been difficult
to find for Nos. J28 and J29. Richard Witter
reports that he has found such a plate block
for No. J28, but has never been able to find
one for No. J29. Can any member report
such a block? Is it possible that the F was
left off of this plate?

Hamilton Bank Note Issue
By Gilbert N. Plass
In a series of articles we have been discussing the errors and varieties on Canal
Zone stamps. Many of these series have
been discussed only briefly in the previous
literature. 'Ve have purposely waited to
discuss the Hamilton Bank Note issue of
1906-1907, since the situation is quite different in this case. An excellent and detailed
article on this issue by Col. James DeVoss
was published in the 2Sth American Philatelic Congress book in 1959. The complete
background story of this issue is given there.
The purpose of the present article is to supplement this previous one witll photographs
and descriptions of tlle various known errors and varieties. Also several new errors
ha\'e been discO\'ered since DeVoss's article
was published,
The first printings of this issue are on soft
paper and it is important to distinguish
tl1em from the later printings on hard paper. It takes a little practice to distinguish
these papers. The hard paper when held to
the light shows a pattern of lozenges with
the points allowing more light to pass
through. If one looks at the surface of tlle
p'lper under high magnification, the paper
fibers are muc]l more noticeable on the soft
paper and appear to rise above the surface
of the paper; it helps to have the light
beam almost parallel to the paper. The tips
of the perforations should also be examined,
The soft paper usually sho\vs many minute
fibers protruding outward from the perfora:tion points, while the hard paper shows a
much deaner
separation.
Two different
spacings of CANAL and ZONE exist on
each paper: 71;; and 6% mm,

'<~\

~""'...t
Fig. 3. No. 22b on cover.

Fig. 1. No. 22a. Imperforate

between.

foration errors, overprint errors, and inverted centers. The It' value is known in a
horizontal pair, imperforate between. Early
writers state that SO pairs exist. If we assume that one vertical row of perforations
was omitted on each pane of 100, then it
would follow that 5 panes had this variety.
'Ve can find no reference to which row or
rows on the pane had this error. An example of Scott No. 22a is shown in Fig. 1.
The horizontal perforations were omitted
on one row of one sheet creating the variety
Scott ~o, 22b, vertical pair, imperforate
between. "'e have been able to record five
unused pairs (Fig. 2) and two used pairs.
One of the latter is on a cover (Fig. 3) postmarked 1\ov. 29, 1909 at Ancon.
A different

perforation variety
pair, imperforate

1'\0. 22c, vertical

tally. In tllis case tlle top margin and tlle
first four horizontal rows of one pane were
left imperforate. About 25 of iliese were
used and never found. \Ve have only been
able to find records of three unused pairs
with top margin imperforate and two unused strips of tl1ree witl1 horizontal perforations at bottom of strip only (Fig. 4). Obviously the part of the pane that was saved
was broken up into pairs from the first and
second rows and strips of three from tl1e
third, fourth, and fifth rows.

is Scott
horizon-

The first 20,000 stamps overprinted on
the 2<:- value had the words CANAL ZONE
reading up. For some unknown reason the
O\'erprint plate was reversed for the second
printing so that CANAL ZONE reads down,
This change was brought to the attention
of the Director of Posts who ordered that
all future printings should have tlle words
reading down. Furthermore, he ordered an
additional 30,000 copies of tlle 2<; value
with the overprint reading up so that it
would not become too scarce for collectors.
Ne\'ertheless this stamp has become rather
hard to find today, particularly in unused
condition.
Only one major error has been found on
the 2c with the o\'erprint reading up. One
stamp in a strip of tluee has CANAL only.
This error was caused by some foreign piece
of paper coming between the type and the
stamp, as there is a weak uninked impression of ZONE on the stamp. Nevertlleless,
this is a lC'gitimate CANAL only error which
has been issued an A. P. S. certificate. Only
this one copy of this error is known. It was
illustrated in Vol. 6, p. 13 (1970).
A number of errors are known for both
the 1(' and 2<; denominations including per-

Fig. 4. No. 22c. Imperforate

Fig. 2. No. 22b. Imperforate
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between.

horizontally.

Several overprint varieties exist on
1<:value. The inverted overprint reading
is Scott No. 22d (Fig. 5). One pane of
received the inverted overprint.
The double overprint is Scott No.
(Fig. 6). Three panes of 100 received

the
up
100
22e
the

Fig. No.5.

No. 22d. Inverted

overprint.

Fig. 8. No. 22g. Inverted

center.

20 unused and 6 used copies are known. It
is interesting to note that all of the bicolored values of this series of Panama are
known with inverted centers, but only the
1(' and 2(' values exist with inverted center
and the CANAL ZONE overprint in addition.

Fig. 11. CZSG No. 22.4.
Imperforate margin.

Some of the more minor varieties include
ANA for CANAL on Pas. 93 of the April
12, 1909 shipment, CZSG No. 22.1 (Fig. 9).
The January 27, 1909 shipment had ONE
for ZONE on Pas, 35, CZSG No. 22.2 (Fig,
10).
Fig. 6. No. 22e. Double overprint.
double owrprint, so th'lt this error is easier
to find than the others of this series.
A rather unusual error is the double overprint, one inverted, Scott No. 22f (Fig. 7).
There seems to be no record as to whether
a full pane or only a part of a pane received this error. It is possible that only a
few rO\\'S recei\'ed this double overprint. We
know that on the 10(' value only one column of 10 received the double overprint,
one inverted, as the printer attempted to
correct another overprinting error. In any
case this error is scarce on the 1 <, value
and only about 20 copies exist.

Fig.

12. CZSG No. 22.5.
Imperforate margin.

(Continued

in next issue)

Previously Unlisted
Fig. 9. CZSG No. 22.1. ANA.

New item-from
the fourth CZSG mail
sale lot 678: Scott U13 albino envelope with
5 mm "3" surcharge. At first glance all one
sees are the violet "3's", but a closer examination shows die 5 of UPSS No. 26 under
the surcharge. When listed in the UPSS
catalog this variety should be assigned No.
34a.
-I.

J. Gibbs

Another previously unlisted Scott No. UI3
envelope with 5 mm "3" surcharge, cancelled at Balboa Heights, Canal Zone Jul 20,
1932. This is' a First Day and should be
assigned a sub-listing under UPSS No. 35.
Fig. 7. No. 22f. Double,

one inverted.

An inverted center is always one of the
most spectacular and sought after errors in
philately. The 1(' denomination exists with
inverted center and overprint, Scott No. 22g
(Fig. 8). It is known that a full pane of 100
was sold to the Panama Railroad Company.
All but 20 or 21 copies were used of which
about 6 ha\'e been recovered. Thus about

-R. H. Salz

Revenues from French Period
Fig. 10. CZSG No. 22.2. ONE.
Perforation varieties include the bottom
margin imperforate, CZSG No. 22.4 (Fig.
11) and the top margin imperforate, CZSG
No. 22.5 (Fig. 12).
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In VoL 11, p. 27 we reported a revenue
stamp of the Canal Interoceanique de Panama, the French canal company. Several
members have reported having copies of
this. Lawson Entwistle reports one that is
perf. 13 ~ instead of being rouletted as was
the first reported copy.

THIS PAGE LEFT BLANK

AWARDS: Julius Berman won the Grand Award at EUPEX '76 in Clevend for his
exhibit of Canal Zone.

Vol. 12 No.2

page 14

Whole No. 39

Pre~ident'~ Report (Continued

from page 9)

this period are of poor quality compared
with the German
product.
Deltiologists
have divided these into three groups: the
WHITE BORDER ERA (1915-1930); the
LINEN ERA (1930-1939); and the PHOTOCHROME ERA (1939 to date).
The collecting of the pre World War I
cards gives an accurate picture of the tremendous job done by the canal builders.
There are literally hundreds of views of the
canal construction including locks, dams,
railroads, workers, towns, bridges and huge
excavations. These, and the post-war cards,
are very exciting for another reason or two:
wouldn't it be a thrill to find a Scott No.
16b with spaced C-A used on card? And
what about Scott No. 46 not to mention

67, and 31a-just take a look at the catalog
and see what could exist! You will also
come across various paquebot markings used
by the Canal Zone Postal Service.
Well, I hope that this starts a few of you
into a new collecting field. Should you have
any duplicates I am sure you can find a
fellow collector who will enjoy trading with
you.
Another topic for this report is my personal opinion regarding stamp inventories.
Please write me with any objections you
might have or with any questions you wish
to discuss. In the case of loss by fire, theft,
misplacing the collection, the wife using up
your stamps for letter writing (Canal Zone
stamps apparently are valid postage in the
United States), or the dog chewing up the
albums, I sincerely ask you what proof do
you have of what you did have? Nothing!

CANAL ZONE STUDY GROUP

Nothing but a list of numbers! Here is my
suggestion. Find yourself a photocopy machine that is particularly suited to reproducing half-tones. The results can be superb; you will be able to actually show an
appraiser the centering of your stamps (or
that antique N in CANAL) and that is very
important in arriving at values. And how
do you describe accurately an important
cover? Answer to that question is the old
Chinese saying "One picture is worth a
thousand words"!
If you have decided that you like this
idea then be sure that you make two copies:
one for depositing at a non-collector friend's
house and the other to be used at home.
That way you can keep your stamps in a
bank vault and have the at-home photocopy
for reference. If you get upset at all those
black and white stamps you could grab a
paint brush and do some coloring!
This covers a few bases for this quarter.
Next report will be about Interphil '76.

Treasurer's Report for Calendar Year 1975
$ 8,230.25

Cash in Bank, January I, 1975
Add: Receipts
Dues Collected
Profit on Mail Sale #4 (See Note 1 below)
Interest on Savings Accounts
Sales of Publications
Advertising in "The Canal Zone Philatelist"
Total Receipts
Total

$ 2,732.50
1,725.13
539.79
467.50
70.50

CZSG Logo (Continued
5,535.42
13,765.67

Less: Disbursements
Publication of "The Canal Zone Philatelist"
Printing
Fo-stage and Envelopes
Editor's Expenses
Total
Printing and Mailing of Membership List and Index to "The
Canal Zone Philatelist"
Postage and Telephone Incurred by Officers
Reprinting of Publications (For Resale)
Election Expenses
Membership and Publicity
Deposit on Lounge at Interphil
Donation to APRL Building Fund
Office Supplies
Miscellaneous
Total Disbursements

1,370.62

~-1-28.20·-

----

74.80

1,573.62
224.23
187.12
166.16
83.46
63.47
50.00
50.00
37.65
29.35
2,465.06
$11,300.61

Cash in Bank, December 31, 1975
The foregoing balance consisted of the following:
Cash in Savings Accounts
Reserved for Publication Fund, per action of the Executive
Committee and the Board of Directors
Unrestricted Amount
Total
Cash in Checking Account
Total, as above
Notes:
1.

The following is a summary of the net profit from Mail Sale #4:
Lots Sold
Less: Payments to Sellers
CZSG Commission @ 11%
Less: Expenses
Printing of Catalogs, Forms, and Prices Realized
Postage for Mailing Catalogs
Lots
Stationery, Supplies, Telephone, and Safe Deposit Box

$10,000.00
479.09
10,479.09
821.52
$11,300.61

$22,758.00
20,254.62
2,503.38
281.34
197.47
185.06
114.38

Net Profit
2.

778.25
$ 1,725.13

As of December 31, 1975, all bills for 1975 were paid.
WILLIAM R. KUTTNER
Treasurer
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from page 9)

and red colors in the bars of the chief and
in various shadings. In 1956, Acting Governor Herman \V. Schull, Jr., approved a
color scheme prepared by Mr. Franklin
Kwai Ben of the Panama Canal Company
Epgille",-Ijng~ Division =as the most faithful
execution of th~ description of the- seal givenin President \Vilson's Executive Order, and
the final drawing was sent to the Procurement Officer for his £le and use in ordering
the Governor's flag."
Unless you are familiar with heraldic
terms you are possibly puzzled by certain
words used in the 1915 official description
of the seal. To find the definitions it took
a bit of searching in Webster's New International Dictionary (1925 edition, a large
tome with some 2,600 pages). In order to
keep this exercise in trivia on a half-way
understandable
basis we shall employ the
general word shield as used in the quoted
historical description. Actually the specific
heraldic term escutcheon is the correct one
and is divisible into the following components: (1) base, the lower part of the shield;
(2) chief, the upper part of the shield; (3)
purpure, purple,-represented
by diagonal
lines from, as observed by the viewer, sinister chief (right side) to dexter base (left
side); and (4) arms of the United States,
the vertical bars in the chief.
Though (3) purpure is actually represented in the decal seal by solid purple
"high banks" it might be assumed, safely,
that in the original Tiffany creation there
were numerous engraved diagonal lines depicting this area. In the printing process
used in making the decal these engraved
lines become lost and maybe I should follow suit!

New Issues

Second Time Around

The 13(' Cascadas stamp was issued in
booklet form on April 19, 1976. The booklet contains 5 panes of 4 stam;Js each and
is stapled in a horizontal position.

The following articles contain some intereoting information on the Officially Sealed
,tamps. Anyone having a copy of a U. S.
official seal us~d in the Canal ZQ,ne.certainly
has a rarity in his collection; a n~te to our
Editor \vould be very welcome. "Meekels"
is the sourCE: of the folJowin g; this writers
additions and notations are in ( ) as usual.

For several years the post office has been
sending all first class mail between the
mainland and Hawaii and Alaska by air.
For some reason this privilege was not extended to the Canal Zone until recently,
which meant that all United States-Canal
Zone mail had to be franked at air mail
rates or it would be sent by the much slower ocean surface mail. However, with the
increased postal rates all first class mail
within the United States is now being carried by air, where that method wiII save
time. It has also been ruled that all mail
between the Canal Zone and the United
States in both directions will be carried by
air when franked at first class rates. In view
of this ruling, the proposed 17(- air mail
stamp will probably not be issued as there
will be no particular use for this denomination.
The current air mail rate to Canada, Mexico, Colombia, Venezuela, Central America
(except Panama), the Caribbean Islands, Bahamas, Bermuda, and St. Pierre and MiqueIon is 30(' per half ounce up to and including 2 ounces, and 25(- for each additional
half ounce. Domestic rates apply to Panama.
The air mail rate to the rest of the world
including
South American countries not
listed abo\'e is 35(- per half ounce up to
and including 2 ounces, and 30e for each
additional half ounce. Postage for air letter
sheets is 22(' to all countries except Panama.
International air mail post cards are 22,('.
Surface parcel post rates from the Canal
Zone are $1.75 for the first 2 pounds and
50': for each additional pound or fraction
thereof to Canada, Mexico, the Caribbean
Islands, Bahamas, Bermuda, Central America (except Panama), and St. Pierre and
Miquelon. Parcels for Panama are charged
at domestic first and second zone rates.
Parcels for all other countries are $1.90 for
the first 2 pounds and 57e for each additional pOllnd or fraction thereof.
i\ew air mail stamps in the current design and different colors will be issued on
May 10th in 22(' and 35<'- denominations,
corresponding to the postal card rate and
the rate for letters to more distant countries.
Much of the abo\'E' information is from Col.
R. A. Stevens.
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E\TERPHIL
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\1<1\' 31, 1976 at 2;00 P.M., PhilaI delphia Ci,'ic Center, Philadelphia,
Pa" Room 231.
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"The Economist Bulletin for April 1917
...
news from Mr. Greene: 'The regular
U. S. Official Seals are being used in the
Zone at present. Just why this is so, I am
unable to state at present but it is my impression that au error was made in filling
the last order. The seals are the blue OIl
white paper, perf. 12' ". (From Meekels,
July 1917, p. 234).

Mr. Greene in his correspondence
Stamp Trade" writes:

to "The

"In my letter of r-.fay 28th, I advised that
HC
HA.1
HA
HC.1
HA.2(S)
the U. S. official seals were being
used in
HA.1
the Zone Post Offices and my surmise that
an error might have been made in filling the
last order is not the correct dope.
"It appears that the last order which
amounted to 5000 seals [received on the
Isthmus August 29, 1915] were U. S. seals
and it is stated that a sample from the previous lot accompanied the order. Granting
that this is correct, the previous lot which
amounted to 4000 seals and which was received

Febru::lr).·

10,

of the IT, S. variety

1915

rnust have

als[,-}; Figuring

dope GOOO seals must have been
fore it was nClted that Zone seals
being med. At the present time,
something like 2500 on hand for
sides thLlse in the post offices.

ber'n

on this

used
were
there
issue

benot
are
be-

"I had noticed what seemed to be an unllsEal nnmber of U. S. seals during the past
ten months or so but concluded that they
had been applied in the States. It wasn't
until about a month ago when I saw some
,eajs un a local letter that I had any idea
that U. S. seals were being used on the
Zone. Investigation at the local post office
disclosf'd the fact that the stock on hancl
were U. S.
"It is no,y proposed to have a quantity of
seals printed locally and if the facilities at
t he printing
plant are sufficient to turn out
the job, we may expect a new lot of seals
about the middle of July. The proposed
de,ign will contain a seal of the Canal
Zsne, 13 111min diameter in the center and
extending horizontally on either side in a
band 5 or 7 mm. wide containing the words
'Offic:ally Scaled', the first word to the left
of and the other word to the right of the
seal. III the upper part will appear the
words 'Bureau of Posts' and in the lower
part, the words 'The Panama Canal'. It is
thought that the size will not differ from
that of the L' .5. seals and the color will
probably be blne." (From Meekels, August
1917).
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Mr. Frank E. Greene, in "The Stamp
Trade,"
states that "the new Officially
Sealed labels wiII not be made on the
Isthmus, but that an order for 100,000 has
been sent to the United States, to he blue
in color and of the design mentioned in our
Chronical of August lIth. We believe the:'
are to be made at the Bureau of Engraving
and Printing, at \Vashington. The seals will
be gummed and perforated."
(Scott OX:3
was actually printed at the Panama Canal
Press, Mt. Hope; without gum; and rouletted.) (From Meekels, September 1917).
-R.

H. Salz

Pitney Bowes Meters
CZSG member Hugh Cassibry has written-in with the following additions to the
meter listing which appeared in the third
quarter CZP:

59
60
10No.
13
72
28
Meter

Type

Edward Lapham writes that he believes
the "E" and "H" designations on the RT
and RF models stands for "electric" or
"hand" operation of the subject machines.
He also sends a copy of the "Meter Stamp
Society BuJletin" of January-February
1962
which states that the "3" designation after
the "DM" merely shows that it is a later
model.
MiJler Hurt reports he has meter No. 74
dated Apr 30 '72. A letter from D. C. Rose,
Director of Posts, Canal Zone, brings forth
the information that the previously reported
"First Used" date of September 15, 1972
for meter No. 74 "'as incorrectly reported
and should be changed to September 13,
1972. He attributes the 5 months too early
date reported by M. Hurt to negligence on
the part of the user.
'
Many thanks to all you alert readers for
adding infom1ation to the subject.
-R.

H. Salz

GIVING UP?
You really shouldn·t.
But if you are, I will be interested in
buying whatever you have. Also, all
other U. S. Administration.

ASDA

CZSG

APS

Leland J. Spaulding
p, O. Box 2844
Santa Rosa, Calif. 95405

