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A Super, Unreported U. S. Double Transfer
5¢ Ordinary, 1922 Series, Perf. 11

by George W. Brett and James T. DeVoss

(Continued on page 30)

to locate in his own duplicates a vertical
pair, one with the same doubling, and one
withol1t-and wonder of wonders, used on
piece to boot (Figure 2). Thus, without
question, we had a double transfer and a
most remarkable one. One that had been

overlooked for many years. The unused
specimen had several hinge marks on the

-backc-'-:<ioIt definitely had-been aronnd a
bit, apPaJently unnoticed until the eagle
eye of Mr. Proctor spotted that it was dif
ferent.

Where do you think Mr. Proctor found
this unusual item? No, guess again. It wasn't
in a mission mixture. He purchas'ed this
stamp from an APS sales book. Not only
did the original owner fail to recognize the
unlisted variety, but the sales book had
been checked by "Examiner No.8", and
this book had been included on three dif

ferent circuits passing through the hands of
15 to 20 different collectors. Mr. Proctor
was the lucky fellow, for he spotted this
unusual item. He purchased it for a "song".
What a bargain the other Canal Zone col
lectors passed up. It just proves that "finds"
can still be made by the alelt collector.

The Expertizing Service operated jointly
by the American Philatelic Society and the
American Stamp Dealers' Association issued

certificates of genuineness for both stamps.
The unused single submitted by Mr. Proc
tor bears certificate No. 19035, while cer
tificate No. 21061 was issued for the used

stamp in a pair with a normal stamp on
piece.

Now let's turn to specifics. The example
used on piece has a Cristobal, Canal Zone
handstamped cancel of November 5, 1926.
It is on a clipping, probably from a large
first-class flat which bears a total of 32 cents
postage, comprised of six copies of Canal

Figure 1. Double transfer.

first member of the expert committee de
cided it was a double transfer instead and

passed it on to a second member who
agreed. Then it went to a highly respected
third member who disagreed. According to
the latter it was a double impression! This
so shook the first member when informed
of this that he was willing to change his
opinion, but at the same time decided to
call on a fourth member of the committee
for an opinion. That broke the case wide
open because the fourth member was able

Our title is not a mistake. The item that we are going to present to you is as yet unknown
on a United States stamp! We can do this because it has been found with a Canal Zone
overprint. Now maybe this is what is known as getting the "cart before the horse", or a
case of coming through the back door for Canal Zone students to be telling United States
students something new, but we are now going to do so! Actually the Canal Zone students
haven't been so nimble either to just recog
nize something that has been under their
noses since the stamp was issued on the
Canal Zone in 1925. Only 50 years ago!

Our story starts late in April 1974 when
David Proctor submitted to the American

Philatelic Expertizing Service an unused
single of a Canal Zone stamp, Scott Cat.
No. 86 with the question of whether or not
it \VaS a doiibje imIJl:ession '(Fi gll1:e-1): 'n;e

Presidene s Report
Richard H. Salz

60 Twenty-seventh Ave.,
San Francisco, Calif. 94121

This repOit is being written September
] 0, 1975 and the wheels of fortune are turn
ing rapidly for those who have already sub
mitted bids for the Fourth CZSG Mail Sale.

The catalogs were mailed on August 28th
and to date your mail sale committee has
received 70 bid sheets! A rather unbeliev
able number for such a shOlt time-the di
rection of Canal Zone philately is more than
apparent! ! !

A rereading of OtH by-laws brings up the
point that your President is not as familiar
with the facts as he might lje: ~Because of
a November 15th required mailing date,
your ballot (and dues notice) will not be
enclosed in the large third class package
mentioned in my third quarter report. By
the time yon read this you will have re
ceived the above two items, and we fer
vently hope that you have exercised your
right to vote AND PAID YOUR DUES.
The CZP Index and Roster should be in
your hands before the increase in postal
rates, we hope!

0111' publicity in the philatelic press is
definitely on the up-swing. This is due to
Mike Beck, the hard working Director of
Publicity. Your Executive Committee and
Board of Directors send him their congrat
ulations and thanks for a job well done
and unanimously appoint him to an addi
tional two year term with tenure. While
on the subject of committees, kudos to the
Postal Marking group headed by Mike
Demski for their interesting articles which
now are appearing in the CZP.

Thanks to our editor and the officers and
directors for their contributions to the bet
terment of the CZSG. And sincere thanks
to those members who have s'ent in informa
tion on Canal Zone philately. Our organiza
tion continues to be active in recruiting new

members, producing an award winning
quarterly, and in holding well attended re
gional meetings: SOJEX, WESTPEX,
COLOPEX and CENJEX during 1975. In

(Continued on page 30)
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A moderate number of Canal Zone stamps
were offered at auction during the summer
quarter. The demand continued very strong
and most of the better stamps brought
excellent prices.

The following list has been arranged by
Sc-tt catalogue number. After this number
is the p;ice realized. The catalogue price as
listed in the auction catalogue is given in
parenthesis. All items are unused and with
out serious defects unless mentioned other
wise. All prices have been rounded to the
nearest dollar.

Scott No.1, $125 ($140) Superior Stamp
and Coin; 2, pulled perf., $70 ($75) Apfel
baum; 3, $115 ($115) Superior; 3, block of
4, n. g., $360 ($575) Apfelbaum; 4 - 8,
$125 ($120) Superior; 4, block of 4, $30
($37) Mozian; 5, block of 4, $40 ($36)
Mozian; 6, block of 4, $90 ($115) Mozian;
7, $80 ($40) Superior; 8, $50 ($42) Apfel
baum.

No. 9a in block of 6, $40 ($40) Mozian;
9b in b].,ck of 9, $32 ($26) Mozian; 12a
in block of 4, $22 ($18) Mozian; 12b in
block of 9, $34 ($28) Moziall; 13a in block
of 9, $85 ($95) Mozian; 13b in block of 9,
$73 ($83) Mozian; 14c, block of 4, $34
( $40) Mozian; 18-20, $40 ($46) Mozian;
18a in block of 9, tropical tissue adhers,
$180 ($220) Mozian; 19a in block of 4,
$75 ($92) Mozian.

Copyright ] 975 The Canal Zone Study Group

Auctions

Detailed List of Canal Zone Stamps
By Gilbert N. Plass

(Continued from page 19 of last issue)

A revised version of this detailed check list ,viII appear at the end of our Canal Zone
handbook. We want it to include all known Canal Zone varieties. Broken letters are men
tioned provided that evidence can be found that they are constant; they are not given sepa
rate numbers in the check list. Please send your Editor information on any variety not in
cluded. You will want your stamps included.

The nrst draft of the manuscript of the handbook is almost completed. The first part will
give the background story of the various stamp issues with official documentation. The
second part will consist of the revised version of this detailed check list. Progress has been
slower than hoped for on the manuscript, as your Editor has a full time job and must use
spare time nrst to issue the CZP. The handbook is worked on in the little remaining spare
time. It is hoped that the preparation of the nnal draft can go more quickly and that it can
be sent to the printer within the next year.

Eight Cents on Fifty Centavos, No. 18

Map of Panama, bistre brown. Issued: After November 23, 1905. Total issued: 17,500.
The Panama overprint is the second arrangement of the third issue. The overprint is in
carmine. The overprint was in a setting of 50 (10 across by 5 down). The overprint was
first applied to the upper half sheet and then to the lower half sheet. Both words PANAMA
read up on both half sheets. The CANAL ZONE overprint is from the third stage. Th~
second setting of the 8¢ surcharge has a tall and slender 8 with a heavy down stroke over
a lighter up stroke. The cts. is much smaller than in the first setting (Nos. 14 and 15) and is
on the same line as the 8. There is a serif on the upper part of the letter c and a period
:lfter the cts. The surcharge was set up in a setting of 50 (5 across by 10 down). All known
copies have disturbed gum from storage in the tropics.

a. ZONE in antique type. III, Pos. 48. (175)
b. PANAMA reads down on left and up on right. III, Pos. 1 and 51. (350)

Varieties:
1. PANAMA 15% to 16 mm long. Ill, Pos. 6 to 10 and 56 to 60. (1750)
2. P NAMA. III.
3. One PANAMA due to horizontaHy shiited overprint.
4. Two PANAMAs close together on one side of stamp due to horizontally shifted

overprint.
5. Bar at bottom only, due to vertically shifted overprint.
6. Additional bar at bottom, due to one vertically shifted overprint.
7. No bar, due to vertically shifted overprint.

PANAMA varieties A through BB exist as shown in Table 1 after Scott No.1. All of the
usual broken and filled in letters of the CANAL ZONE overprint for the third stage are
found on this stamp. See listing in Table 2 and in Vol. 7, p. 17 and 24 (1971).

Eight Cents on Fifty Centavos, No. 19

Map of Panama, bistre brown. Issued: April 23, 1906. Total issued: 19,000.
The Panama overprint is the second arrangement of the third issue. The overprint is in
carmine. The overprint was in a setting of 50 (10 across by 5 down). The overprint was
first applied to the upper half sheet and then to the lower -half sheet. Both words PANAMA
read up on both half sheets. The CANAL ZONE overprint is from the fifth stage. The third
setting of the 8¢ surcharge has a tall and slender 8 that appears identical with the 8 of the
second setting. The cts is in an entirely different font (most noticable in the c which has
no noticeable serif at the top and is broader and more circular than the c of the second set
ting, the t is lacking the large serif at the bottom which it has in the second setting, and
there is no period at the end). The surcharge was set up in a setting of 50 (5 across by 10
down). This surcharge does not fit the sheet and is successively higher on each lower row.
All known copies have disturbed gum from storage in the tropics.

a. CANAL in antique type. V, Pos. 26. (190)
b. ZONE in antique type. V, Pos. 48 (190)
c. 8 cts double (the second surcharge is always quite weak).
d. PANAMA reads down on left and up on right. V, Pos. 1 and 51. (380)
e. Antique Z in ZONE. V, Pos. 32. (190)
f. Antique L in CANAL. V, Pos. 42. (190)
g. Antique N in CANAL. V, Pos. 65. (190)

Varieties:
1. PANAMA 15% to 16 mID long. V, Pos. 6 to 10 and 56 to 60. (1900)
2. P NAMA. V.
3. One PANAMA due to horizontally shifted overprint.
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4. Two PANAMAs close together on one side of stamp due to horizontally shifted
overprint.

5. Bar at bottom only due to vertically shifted overprint.
6. Additional bar at bottom, due to one vertically shifted overprint.
7. No bar, due to vertically shifted overprint.

PANAMA varieties A through BB exist as shown in Table 1 after Scott No. 1. All of the
usual broken and filled in letters of the CANAL ZONE overprint for the fifth stage are
found on this stamp. See listing in Table 2 and in Vol. 7, p. 17 and 24 (1971).

Eight Cents on Fifty Centavos, No. 20

Map of Panama, bistre brown. Issued: September, 1906. Total issued: 19,600.
The Panama overprint is the third special printing for the Canal Zone of the fourth issue.
Wide dull dark carmine bar usually 23h mm above the words PANAMA. Plate 4B. The
CANAL ZONE overprint is from the fifth stage. The fourth setting of the 8¢ surcharge
apparently used the same type as the third, but a period was added after cts. The spacing
between the horizontal rows was adjusted so that the surcharge fits the sheet much bettcr
than the third setting. There are only minor variations in position from row to row. An
extra space was added between 8 and cts. on entire fifth vertical row of setting. The sur
charge was set up in a setting of 50 (5 across by 10 down). Most known copies have dh
turbed gum from storage in the tropics.

a. CANAL in antique type. V, Pos. 26. (196)
b. ZONE in antique type. V, Pos. 48. (196)
c. 8 cts omitted (the right half of one sheet which includes varieties a, b, amI 1;

exists in horizontal pair with normal stump.) (.50)
d. Antique Z in ZONE. V, Pos. 32. (196)
e. Antique L in CANAL. V, Pos. 42. (196)
f. Antique N in CANAL. V, Pos. 65. (196)

Varieties:

1. PAM ANA at left. V, Pos. 54 and 59. (392)
2. N of right PANAMA with double diagonal stroke. V, Pos. 53 and 58. (392)
3. Space between 8 and cts. is 3 mm instead of normal 21-2 mm. V, all of fifth

and tenth vertical rows. (3,920)
4. Bar at bottom only, due to vertically shifted overprint.
5. Additional bar at bottom, due to one vertically shifted overprint.

6. N~_bar, d~e to vertically shifted oven>rint.
All of the usual broken and filled in letters of the CANAL ZONE overprint for the fifth

stage are found on this stamp. See listing in Table 2 and in Vol. 7, p. 17 and 24 (1971).

Fourth Series of 1906
Scott Nos. 16 and 17

These stamps were surcharged in Mt. Hope with 8 point Ronaldson Foundry type (the
same font that collectors term "antique" on the previous issue). The surcharge consists
()f two bars, one on top and one on the bottom of the stamp, the words PANAMA in smaJI
capitals which read up on the left and down on the right, the words CANAL ZONE in two
lines in the center, and the denomination in lower case under the word ZONE. There are
three printings of each denomination which are distinguished by the distances between the
bars, the "upper space" (distance between the word CANAL and the upper bar), and the
"lower space." (distance between the denomination and the lower bar). The surcharge W:iS

in a setting of 50 (10 across by 5 down).

Table.Characteristics of Three Printings

Between

UpperLower
Printing

Denomination bars (mm)space (mm)space (mill)

Firsl

l¢ 17.7-18.03.7-4.11.3
Second

l¢ (upper half 16.61.9-2.02.7-2.9
pane) Second

l¢ (lower half 17.2-17.61.5-1.63.8-4.0
pane) Thirdo

l¢ 16.5-17.02.02.8-3.2
First

2¢ 17.5-17.63.71.3
Second

2¢ 17.22.31.0-1.1
Third

2¢ 16.5-17.02.02.8-3.2

°Stamps of the third printing can be distinguished by the much larger serifs on the "1"
of 1 ct. compared to the second printing.
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No. 21, block of 4, $20 ($25) Mozian;
22, ANA in pair with normal, $50 ($21)
S1.lperior; 23c, $120 ($125) Apfelbaum; 36,
block of 4, $9 ($7) Mozian; 36a, $115
($60) Superior; 39d, block of 4, $110
( ~] (0) r- r ozi8n; 4Gb, 8115 ($75) S ,peri~)";
58, $120 ($110) Apfelbaum; 5n, $34
($55) A;:felballlll; 53-59, $160 ($]65)
Superior.

Nos. 70-81, $110 ($136) Superhr; 71,
2 plate blocks of 6, $21 ($14) Mozian;
71b in block of 12, $58 ($70) Mozian; 79,
block of 4, $30 ($30) H. R. Harmer; 81,
$60 ($75) Apfelbaum; 84 - 95, $115 ($133)
Superior; 84d, $46 ($45) Schiff; 94, $63
($75) Wolffers; 94 - 95, $80 ($100) Apfel
baum; 96 - 158, $55 ($82) Superior; 103,
plate block of 4, $36 ($40) Schiff; 120
135, $55 ($42) Apfelbaum; 120 - 135 FDC,
$46 Apfelbaum.

Nos. C1 - 5, $40 ( $47) Superior; C2,
$32 ($35) Apfelbaum; CI5 - 20, $30 ($30)
Wolffers; C25a, light crease, $200 ($300)
Schiff.

Nos. C08 - 12, used, $656 ($595) Su
perior; C08, used, $105 ($110) Mozian;
Call, used, $30 ($40) Apfelbaum; J3,
$145 ($100) Mozian; J7-9, $30 ($32)
Superior; OX5, complete sheet, $19 ($17)
Mozian; 117, large die proof, $365 ($250)
Superior.

Robson Lowe sold an unllSllal Canal Zone
revenue stamp for $23. It is from a b~md of
the Canal Interoceanique de Panama, the
French canal company. It shows allegorical

- -fel1"laJe figure~, ~ne 'with a \'v-h-eat sheaf, one

backed by a palm tree, joining hands across
a cutting filled with water in which a
masted vessel is sailing into a shining sun.
An ornamental frame surrounds the design
and, in each corner, there is an anchor_
The stamp is rouletted and printed in ••.
light orange-brown.

Provisional Booklet Cover
Your Editor has discovered an interesting

provisional cover for the 2~· handmade

booklet panes of six, Scott No. 39g, that
has not previously been reported. The cover
is for the complete booklet with four panes
in cover style B (see detailed check list)
on salmon stock. This cover was printed
with the words "ISTHMIAN CANAL COM
MISSION" at the top. On this cover the
words "THE PANAMA CANAL" have been
pasted over the original words. This was
apparently done when the name was
changed and before the new covers with
"THE PANAMA CANAL" at the top were
available. This cover was discovered in
some duplicate material that had not been
looked at for years. Does anyone else have
a similar cover from this transition period?

Quarry Heights
The Post Office at Quarry Heights was

closed on July 31, 1975. This information
was supplied by Co!. Robert A. Stevens.



\'arieties:

One Cent on Twenty Centavos, No, 16
Map of Panama, violet. First printing: lower space 17:1 mm; 1 of 1 ct. with large serifs.
Issued: March, 1906. Total issued: 100,000.

Varieties:

1. Accent on one or more As of the words PANAMA (occurs 24 times in each
sheet). See complete listing of combinations of accents in Vol. 7, p. 16 (1971).

2. One or two dots (work-up) between Z and 0 of ZONE. Pas. 12 or 62. (2000)
3. Two bars at bottom, due to vertical shift.
4. Bar at bottom only, due to vertical shift.
5. Two bars at bottom and one at top, due to vertical shift.
6. Two bars at top, due to vertical shift.
7. One PANAMA, due to horizontal shift.

There is a broken N in CANAL on some copies from Pas. 32 and 82 and a broken N in
ZONE on Pas. 47 and 97.

One Cent on Twenty Centavos, No. 16A
Map of Panama, violet. Second printing: lower space 2% - 3 mm (upper half pane) or 3% 
4 mm (lower half pane); 1 of 1 ct. witI1 very small serifs. Issued: May, ] 906. Total issued:
100,000.

Varieties:

1. Accent on one or more As of the words PANAMA (occurs 70 times on each
sheet). See complete listing of combinations of accents in Vol. 7, p. 16 (1971).

2. Dot in Z of ZONE. Pas. 2 or 52. (2000)
3. 1 mm between Z and 0 of ZONE instead of normal 0.5 mm and broken P in

right PANAMA. Pas. 36 and 86. (2000)
4. 1.5 mm between 1 and ct. instead of normal 2~ mm. Pas. 49 and 99. (2000)
5. Lower space 2% - 3 mm from upper half pane. (50,000)
6. Lower space 3% - 4 mm from lower half pane. (50,000)

There is a broken N in left PANAMA on Pas. 20, 70, 43, and 93; broken 0 in ZONE on
Pas. 9 and 59; and broken last A in right PANAMA on Pas. 49 and 99.

One Cent on Twenty Centavos, No. 16B
Map of Panama, violet. Third printing: lower space 2% - 3~ mm; 1 of 1 ct. willi large
serifs. Issued: September, 1906. Total issued: 300,000.

a. Bar at top only (not due to shifted surcharge). (2)

1. Accent on one or more As of the words PANAMA (occurs 71 times on each
sheet). See complete listing of comhinations of accents in Vol. 7, p. 16 (1971).

2. 2 mm between 1 and ct. instead of normal 2lh-3lh rum. Pas. 1 and 51. (6000)
3. 1% mm between 1 and ct. instead of normal 2lh-3lh mID and inverted N in

left PANAMA. Pas. 2 and 52. (6000)
4. Inverted V for final A in left PANAMA. Pas. 7 and 57. (6000)
5. 1 rum between Z and 0 (spaced Z 0) of ZONE instead of normal lh mm. Pas.

36 and 86. (6000)
6. 0.4 mm between P and A of right PANAMA instead of normal 0.1 mm. Pas.

49 only. (3000)
7. 2Y1 mm between C and A of CANAL instead of normal % mm and 1 of 1 ct.

below line. Pas. 50 only. On some sheets only.
8. CANAL 1314 mm long instead of normal 12Y1 rum and 1 of 1 ct. below line.

Pas. 50 only. On some sheets only.
9. CANAL 13Y1 mm long instead of normal 1214 mm (1 ct. on line.) Pas. 100

only. (3000)
10. Two bars at bottom, due to vertical shift.
11. Two bars at top, due to vertical shift.
12. Bar at bottom only, due to vertical shift.
13. Two bars at bottom and one at top, due to vertical shift.
14. Bar at top only, due to vertical shift.
15. Two bars at top and one at bottom, due to vertical shift.

(Continued in next issue)

\\'as E88 and Mr. \Vood showed a fine ex
ample used on a one shilling green.

"Immediately after the US inspiI'ed revo
lution, the stamps of Columbia overprinted
'Panama' and 'Canal Zone' were used. Many
of these were on display as well as a fine
collection of picture postcards showing the
build'ng of the canal.

"Later a Bourse was held at which mem
bers could dispose of their surplus items.
Nearly every member went home happy
in the thought that he had obtained one
more gem for his collection."

Plate Block Positions
Only some of the four possible pane po

sitions of United States issues were over
printed on certain Canal Zone stamps. A
tabulation of known panes was given in our
Fourth Quarter, 1974 issue and a few cor
rections are in Va!. 11, p. 24 (]975).
Richard Witter points out that the listing
for No. 97 should really be divided into
the two printings of this stamp. On the first
printing (9 mm spacing between CANAL
and ZONE) only the UR and LL panes are
reported, while the UL and LR are unre
corded. For the second printing (10 mm
spacing) only LR panes are recorded.

Post Office Seals
A new printing of the Canal Zone Post

Office seals was made on July 1, 1974. A
total of 32,000 seals was printed in sheets
of 32. Your Editor has discovered that these

sc.als are a major philatelic variety that
should receive a new Scott catalogue num
ber. They will be listed as OX8 in our
czse check list. The seals from the new
printing are rouletted 5 instead of being
perforated 12lh as in the previous printings
of the present design.

New 13¢ Stamp
The Canal Zone will issue a new 13<1'

stamp when the new first class rates become
effective in the United States and the
Canal Zone. This regular issue will be in
the large commemorative size. It shows the
Dipper Dredge Cascades at work in llie
Canal with a ship passing by. It is printed
on ilie Giori press in green, blue, brown
and black. It is a beautiful stamp according
to those who have seen the official proofs.

The postal card rate was decreased to 7¢
from 8¢ as was done in the United States.
Since ilie rate will be increased to 9¢
shortly after the first of the new year, there
are no plans to issue a 7¢ postal card. The
post office is now selling the old stock of
5¢ + l¢ postal cards (No. UXI8) and
adding a l¢ stamp.

A reorder of No. UCI5, 11¢ + 2¢ air
mail envelopes in ilie small size, was re
ceived on August 20, 1975. The total num
ber received was 100,000. These envelopes
have a short pointed back flap which is
considerably shorter than on ilie original
issue. The above information supplied by
Co!. Robert Stevens.

"When Blitain invented postage stamps
they were used for many years in British
post offices all over the world. There was
one at Panama, then part of Columbia, and
another at Aspinwall at ilie Atlantic end of
the Trans-Panama railway.

"The cancellers at Panama were inscribed
in bold characters C35 and Mr. Wood
showed examples of three of iliese used on
GB stamps, two with a vertical format and
one horizontal. At Aspinwall ilie canceller

Canal Zone Stamps in England
A member sends us the following clip

ping from a British newspaper (unfortu
nately not further identified). The heading
is "'Panama stamps' Talk for Hunts Phila
telists". The article states:

"The 1974 Huntingdonshire Philatelic So
ciety were given a talk and display on March
6, 1974 by Mr. W. Wood on the stamps of
the Panama Canal Zone.
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Figure 44. CZSG No. 15.1.

56 to 6el bec:ul e of the u·:e of slightly
Luger letters in these positions. An example
from Pos. 10 is shown in Fig. 44.

The variety P NA\fA, CZSG No. 15.2,

only ne:)r the bottom of the pane. The
block of four shown in Fig. 45 has P N
AMA on the right of three of the stamps,
the two top stamps and the lower left
stamp of the block. This block is from Pas.

8.3, 84, 93, 94. The 8 cts is in type a 011

the two top stamps and type b on the two
lower stamps. There are many minor over
print varieties in this block including in
\"erted V for second A and accent on third
A of right PANAMA in Pas. 84.

is pr-..'Jbabty ::l printing '/ar.je.t~/.,;,'a-nd occurs

Figure 40. CZSG No. 14. Split 8 cts.

Figure 43. No. 15a.

Figure 41. No. 15, used.

A m:ljo;' yariety on this stamp is No. 15a,
PANAl\IA reading down on left and up on
right. Only eight cO;:Jies exist. One of these
i.s shown in Fig. 4.1. This cop~' is frcm_ Pos.

51 as is shown by the part imprint at left.
The words PANAMA are 15% to 16 mm

long, CZSG No. 15.1, on Pos. 6 to 10 and

Third Series of 1904-1906
By Gilbert N. Plass

(Continued from page 21)

• AIf'AlI,A •• ,au i I JlIl"l..

t$7'HMlAH CANAL OO"'M_IOH,
-eAN~L :OHI: .

all another pane the surcharge was
shiflet] to the left on the lower left quad
mnt. The result is a split 8 cts as shown in
Fig. 40. TIle upper left stamp of the block
is from Pos. 6.3. Only ts from tbe surcharge
appears on the two right stamps. This va
riety is from the ,:econd stage of the CA
;\ AL ZONE o\crprint.

One of the rarest major Canal Zone nllm
bel'S is Scott 1\0. 15. According to the early
catalognes ronly four panes of 100 were
o\"Crprinted for a total of 400 copies. This
stamp differs from !\o. 14 in that the Pan
ama overprint is the second arrangement of
the third issue which has PANAMA reading
up on both sides of the stamp. Supposedly
these four sheets were accidentially mixed in
with the sheets that became No. 14 before
the CANAL ZONE overprint was applied.
"Ve shall probably never know whether this
was truly an accident or whether some one
placed the sheets in the pile deliberately.
In any case these different sheets were cer
tainly noticed at the time of issue, as all of
the copies were sayed for collectors. Only a
few were used for postage (presumably by
collectors), as only six used copies are re
corded. An example of a used copy is
shown in Fig. 41. This stamp is from Pos.
44 and has an inverted V for the second A
and the right leg only of the third A in the
left PANAMA.

On!,v one J:'QPYof ~o .. 15 is recoro.ecL!)!J

cover. TIle cover and stamp are in superb
condition as shown in Fig. 42. The cover
was probably mailed by Dr. Perry or one of
his friends to Dr. Gruver at Ancon. It is
postmarked at Tabernilla on April 24, 1906
and is backstamped at Ancon on April 25th.
The cover has sufficient postage to have
been registered, but there is no other evi
dence that it was. The pair of 2<; stamps is
from Pas. 29 and 30 with the varieties in
verted M in PANAMA and left PANAMA
16 mm long, so that the cover was obvious
ly prepared by a philatelist. The copy of
No. 15 is from Pos. 25 in the pane.

Figure 45. CZSG No. 15.2.

Figure 42. Nos. 15, 11.1, 11.2 on cover.

Since the variety spaced AL in CANAL
occurs only once in each pane of 100
stamps, there are only four possible ex
amples of CZSG No. 15..3. This variety oc-

(Continued Oil page 32)
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President's Report-
(Continued from page 25)

case you are wondering the Canal Zone
Handbook is progressing satisfactorily; more
on that next year. It has been a pleasure to
have been involved with the czse as
President dnring the past four years'-how
time flies! A very Merry Christmas, Happy
Holidays, Happy Ne\\' Year and may you
all find a fe\\' sleepers in 1976.

Double Transfer-
(Continued from page 25)

Zone, Scott No. 84, the 2c Sharp A, perf
II, and four copies of Scott No. 86.

This 5c overprinted stamp was shipped
to the Canal Zone in two printings:

Shipping date Quantity
May 19, 1925 500,000
March 22, 1926 500,000

Despite the cancellation date we are able
to determine that the 5c stamps, both the
nnused single, and those on the piece are
from the first printing. The distinguishing
charucteristic~~ are prini:lrily in the sharper,
cleaner appearance of the overprint on the
first printing, compared to the heavier,
worn, muddy appearance of the type of the
secrnd printing. The printings of the basic
stamp are usually somewhat similar; that is,
the stamps of the first printing have cleaner
lines and are in what one might simply call
a blue color, while second printing examples
are a darker blue and a heavier appearing
print. There is a real reason for the overprint
type becoming worn. Some of the same
type was reused for the second printing.
When you consider the total usage of the
type for all the denominations you can un
derstand why wear would show up and
normally appear distinctly different.

There is even more of interest about

these two printings. The first printing was
a part of the first shipment of overprinted
stamps bearing the second type of Canal
Zone overprint, commonly designated as the
Sharp "A". The 400-subject overprint plate
med on this denomination had the ZONE

ZONE error on stamp 18-LR, the CANAL
dW'erent type on UL-51, and the ZONE
different type on 82-UL. The latter are
designated as "wrong font" in the catalogs.
Still, notwithstanding all these other aber
rations the boys didn't see our big double
transfer. \Ve should also mention that while

the first printing was overprinted on 400
subject sheets, the second printing, which
had some errors of its own, was overprinted
on 100-subject panes of finished stock.
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Figure 2. Double transfer.

From previous investigations and record
ings, such as Brett, 1933, the plate numbers
of the first printing were known to be
15571, 15952, 16331, and 16332. Conse
quently a quick check of the celtified plate
proofs at the Smithsonian Institution's De
partment of Postal History and Philately
soon revealed that our nice double transfer
occupied position 86-UL-15571. Yes, there
it was in all its glory!

'With the wonderful assistance of the

Bureau of Engraving and Printing we are
able to present the following record of
plate 15571:

Assigned: ~farch 5, 1924
Certified: Nov. 15, 1924
To Press: 1\ov. 19, 192-1

Off Press: No\'. 20, 192-1
Reentered: Nov. 21, 192-1
Receltified: l'\ov. 25, 192-1
To Press: \'larch 6, 1925

Off Press: ~farch 27, 1925
To Press: )'\0\'. 5, 1925

Off Press: l\o\". 25, 1925
Cancelled: Nov. 27, 1925
l\::mber of impres:.ions: 36,975
De"truction of the plate attested to 1)\'

the Destructicn CommJtee of ] 92.5.

v\'hat does "reentered" mean? \Vell, this
was a catch-all term used in the Bureau's

records at that time to indicate that a plate



References:
Brett, George W., 1933 Canal Zone on U. S. Plate

Number Check List: Bureau Issues Assn., Inc.,
Somerville, Mass. 8p.

Nazar, Vahe, and Patten, G. William, 1975, Dur
land Standard Plate Number Catalog: Sterling
Stamp Co., Inc., Boston, Mass. 02108.

Statement of ownership, management and cir
culation. 1. Date of filing: Sept. 23, 1975. 2.
Title: The Canal Zone Philatelist. 3. Frequency:
Quarterly. 4. Office of Publication: P. O. Box 765

(9 Nittany View Circle), State College, Pa. 16801.5. General business office: 29 S. South Carolina
Ave., Atlantic City, N.J. 08401. 6. Names and ad
dresses: Publisher, Canal Zone Study Group, 29 S.
South Carolina Ave., Atlantic City, N.J. 08491.
Editor: Gilbert N. Plass, P. O. Box 9973, College
Station, Tex. 77840. 7. Owner: The Canal Zone
Study Group, address above. 8. Known bond
holders, etc.: None. 10. The purpose, function, and
nonprofit status of this organization and the exempt
status for Federal income tax purposes have not
changed during preceding 12 months. 11. Extent
and nature of circulation:

o 0

446 446
446 446

17 17
463 463
137 137
600 600

need work done. The initials of the sidem
grapher at lower left are A. E. F. (Albert
E. Fischer), an experienced man at this
period. But he gets the credit for making
this nice double for us. At lower right are
two sets of initials F.A.M. and C.H.R.
These represent the fellows who had the
job of cleaning up the plate and in this
case they get credit for leaving our double
alone! The owner of the initials F.A.M.
is Frank A. Martie and C.H.R. belongs to
Charles H. Roll, an experienced man also
at this time.

So far two copies have been found with
the Canal Zone overprint from a total of
about 312 overprinted. That leaves more
than 30,000 unoverprinted copies after al
lowance for a 5-10% rejection during in
spection at the Bureau. The Durland Plate
No. Catalog, 1975, doesn't indicate that
this plate is a hard one to find-that is, no
harder than any of the rest for this stamp-
so it probably had normal issuance. So, we
say "Get busy!"

We have reported this new find to Scott
Publishing Company for listing in the next
edition of the United States Stamp Cata
logue, Specialized, as follows:

United States

No. 557 c. Double transfer (Plate 15571
V.L. 86)

Canal Zone

No. 86 i. Double transfer (Plate 15571
U. L. 86)

The authors acknowledge the fine assis
-tancc of the Bureal..l of E-ngra.ving and rlint
ing; the Department of Postal History and
Philately, Smithsonian Institution; David
Proctor (who is to blame for it all!) Her
bert J. Bloch, John S. Meek and Loren C.
French.

A. Total No. copies printed
B. Paid circulation

1. Sales through dealers, etc.
2. Mail subscribers

(membership)
C. Total paid circulation
D. Free distribution
E. Total distribution
F. Office use
G. Total

was returned for checking and repair as
necessary. For what reason is seldom spe
cifically indicated; it could be just to
straighten (Hatten), but occasionally it
might mean to clean up an entry or entries.
(Later, for curved plates, this term simply
indicated that the plate had been returned
for rechroming.) Remember that the plate
is hardened at this point and it would be
rare that extensive work would be done,
such as maybe spot-softening and perform
ing an actual re-entry in the sense com
monly thought of by collectors in that a
transfer roll would be brought out and a
subject re-entered. In this case there is no
reason to suspect this at all as the big
double transfer was already present on the
plate proof certified November IS, 1924,
and it exists on the two Canal Zone stamps.

The number of impressions taken from Figure 3. Double transfer.
this plate are about average for Hat plates

at this period, not particularly high a~d not spectors but nevertheless the doubling of
particularly low. The other plates m the the central oval, the name "ROOSEVELT",
set of 4 overprinted ones ~roduced 4~,900; and of the right side, is to be plainly seen
24,600; and 34,600 impreSSIOnsrespectIv~ly. -and under a glass you can just wander

For the particular Canal Zone overp:'mt- all over seeing "double"! Figure 3 is an
ing the basic U. S. printing would have illustration made of the double on one of
been the one for March 6 to 27, 1925, and the Bureau Issues Association mats by
even more specifically, the period of a~- "Cloudy" French.
prximately March 10 to Marc~l 27, for It Inspection of the plate proof clearly in
was only in this part of the penod that the dicates that the plate was entered vertically,
4 overprinted plates were used together. row by row, with the rocking-in dots in the
Even so it must have must b~en h~ppen- righthand margin, 7% mm. from the asso
stance that the product of ~IS peno.d of ciated subject to the left. The placement is
printing was still available m unfimshed such that these holes in the plate would
stock whe!:, the order for !h~e oyeTJ2!:inted-~have-normany be-encov'eretlDY the top frame
stamps was placed by the General Purc?as- line of the design above the back of the
ing Officer, The Panama Canal, Washmg- "S" of "STATES". As those familiar with
ton, D. C., on April 28, 1925. line-engraved intaglio plate making at this

Description of the Double Transfer. period know, these holes in the plate were
This is an overall unerased double trans- made by a guide pin fastened to the man

fer. This' is what is so spectacular about it drel of the transfer roll at the time of entry
and why the expert committee had trouble of each subject into the plate. The usual
arriving at a correct diagnosis. We hesitate custom at this period in laying-down a
saying it is the best double transfer known plate was to start at the lower right corner
on a United States stamp because we have of the plate blank and enter a full vertical
had some pretty nice ones reported and row of 20 subjects, then shift over a row,
what is best is somewhat a matter of per- start at the bottom again, etc. We see no
sonal, subjective opinion. Still, there is no evidence that this plate was made any dif
hesitancy in putting it in the top ten, or ferently. In printed form our orientation
maybe even the top five, or saying that it changes and stamp No. 91-LL (the lower
is the top double transfer for the Canal left comer stamp on the full sheet) would
Zone. We repeat: what makes it great is its have been the one entered first. Now the
overall characteristic and the strength of strange thing is that in this case for subject
the doubling because of no erasure. Also 86-UL the lighter appearing entry is the
the thing that makes it unusual is that it one that is correctly located with respect to
has not been recorded before! We just the adjacent subjects. The heavier, or as
can't help but keep repeating that too. sumed final entry, is the one that is out of
Where have all the specialists, the shift position. So we have to say that entry was
hunters, the fly-speck boys been all these started correctly, then the transfer roll was
years? In the used pair the "double" stamp removed from the plate for some reason.
stands out because it is definitely darker as Then when repositioned it was just a bit
you might expect that it would be. out of place sideways. Vertically, the place-

So far as one can judge every line is ment is reasonably "on the mark".
widened or doubled sidewise, the lighter Careful inspection of the existing plate
appearing transfer being to the right of the proof indicates about a dozen pencil checks
other. The displacement of the double in- in various places, but none close to our
creases from about 0.005" at the left to "double" position. There are also two red
0.0075" at the right. Not a great amount crayon marks. These are proof-readers'
and probably the reason it got by the in- marks calling attention to places that may
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Third Series-
(Continued from page 29)

Figure 46. CZSG No. 15.3.

Figure 47.
CZSG Nos. 15.5, 15.6, 15.7, 15.9, 15.11.

~urs in Pos. 41. It is shown on the lower
left stamp of the block of four in Fig. 46.
Again the two top stamps are type a 8 cts
<lnd the others are type b.

The 8 cts in type c occurs only four times
in a pane of 100 stamps. Thus there are
'Oniy 16 copies known of CZSG No. 15.6.
A unique example of this variety is shown
in Fig. 47 from Pos. 100 (bottom stamp of
pair). This stamp has three different va
rietes: 1. type c 8 cts; 2. one PANAMA
-due to horizontally shifted overprint (CZSG
No. 15.7); 3. no bar due to vertically
shifted overprint (CZSG No. 15.11) The
top stamp of the pair has the varieties bar
at bottom and one PANAMA.

The other possible variety from a hori
zontally shifted overprint, two PANAMAs
dose together on one side of stamp, CZSG
No. 15.8, is shown in Fig. 48. This stamp
is from Pos. 4. The varying length of the
PANAMA overprint is quite apparent.

The PANAMA overprint on one half
pane was applied at an angle as shown in
Fig. 49. The PANAMA overprint is split
with most of the P missing. This stamp is
from Pas. 7 which has the long PANAMA
approximately 16 mm long.

The block of four of No. 15 shown in

Fig. 50 is from Pos. 36, 37, 46, 47. The
-PANAMA overprint was shifted horizontally

Figure 48. CZSG No. 15.8.

Figure 49. No. 15, split PANAMA.

Figure 50. CZSG Nos. 15.7 and 15.9.

so that two PANAMAs appear close to
gether on the right. In addition the lower
stamps have an additional bar at the bot
tom of the stamps from the overprint for
the lower half pane which was applied too
high. The two upper stamps have a type a
8 cts and the two lower have a type b.

The stock of PANAMA overprinted
stamps that was used to make Scott Nos.
15, 18, and 19 had been kept too long in
the tropics, so that the gum had adhered
to the tissue paper separating the panes.
All copies of these three issues known to
your Editor have disturbed gum; those who
want undisturbed original gum will have to
pass up these three issues. In addition the
panes of No. 15 seem to have been care
lessly separated, as the majority of known
copies have one or more short or missing
perforations. The value of these stamps
should not be greatly affected by perfora
tion defects nor by disturbed gum which is
present on all of these stamps in greater or
lesser degree.
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Second Time Around
Canal Zone - AlhajuelaBasin

Postal Service
By V. LeYoung ArdiH

"Upon the incorporation of the Alhajuela
Basin within the Canal Zone, which was
effected Feb. 1, 1924, mail service of the
Canal Zone was extended to that area. The

questicn is often asked, 'Were post offices
set up in this cGnnection, and if so what
were their names?' In answer, it can be
definitely stated that no offices were estab
lished in this region. Mails for the villages
of San Juan de Pequeni, EI Vigia, and Tran
quilla were handled by representatives 
special messengers - of the Canal Zone
p:Jstal administration, but no post offices
were opened in the area. Simultaneously
with the evacuation of villages in the Alha
juela Basin, the postal facilities for this ter
ritory were discontinued two years later 
on Feb. 15, 1926."

- Reprinted from "Meekels"
of July 13, 1936.

Gerstle Muck in his definitive work on the
Panama Canal "The Land Divided" (page
564) has the following to say on the Alha
jueJa Basin: "The increase in canal traffic
after the close of the first World War drew
attention to the probable future demand for
a greater number of lockages than the exist
ing water supply would permit. By damming
the upper Chagres near the village of Alha
juela about 10 miles northeast of Gamboda
a second reservoir ..... could be formed.
Surveys were completed in July 1923, and
on February 1, 1924 the Alhajuela basin
..... was incorporated into the Canal
Zone excavation commenced in

February 1932, and the entire project was
completed in February 9, 1935 - the
~Iadden dam ..... "

So here is something for CZ collectors to
look for - letters addressed to the three

villages mentioned in the Ardiff article. Of
course, there was a post office established at
Madden Dam which was in operation from
January 1, 1932 to June 25, 1937. Happy
hunting and let your Editor know if you find
anything.

- R. H. Salz

CAN L on No. 22
The variety CAN L on Scott No. 22 (l¢

Hamilton Bank Note Issue) does not exist
in any of the leading Canal Zone collec
tions. Your Editor can find no evidence of
a copy ever having been sold at auction nor
of anyone who even claims to have actually
seen a copy. A previous appeal for reports
of copies in the CZP brought no replies. If
any member has a copy of this stamp,
please write to the Editor at once. Other
wise it will be removed from our check list.

This variety is fairly common on the 2¢
and 5¢ values, but seems to be unknown
on the l¢ value. Col. DeVoss in his 1959
article on the Hamilton Bank Note Issue

lists this variety with the note that "variety
reported but not confirmed".


