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The following is a very tardy report on
the CZSG meeting held during WESTPEX
in San Francisco. On April 29, 1972 your
study group had a session which was at
tended by twenty-one interested stamp col
lectors, twelve of whom were members of

\ the CZSy. William Philler of Florida set a
record f0r distance travelled to attend a

West Coiast get-together. Although he did
not receive a prize of any sort, he did get a
big roun~ of applause for his talk on the

I

Mount Hope overprints. The runner-up for

distance I travelled was Geoffrey Brewster
from Phgenix, Arizona.

Since-tllls"'lneeting I-have -llad a number
of letters from those in attendance with
various suggestions as to what might be
done to make improvements in the program.
One suggestion stands out: the time alloted
was not long enough. Though we did talk,
make reports and trade stamps for close to
two hours it turned out that it was not
ample time; so plans are going forward to
get a healthy time extension for the 1973
session.

The 19'72 meeting was the fifth that has
been held on the West Coast (four in San
Francisco; one in Los Angeles). They have
been interesting in more than just a phila
telic way in that we have been able to meet
face to face with the various members with
whom we have corresponded and have
heard about through the medium of our
publication.

A get-together in conjunction with a
stamp exhibition can be arranged through
the geI;eral chairman. He can usually pro
vide a meeting room for a specific period
of time and on a day of your choice and
list it in the program of events. You can
give the CZSG members living in your flrea
a reminder of the time and place by drop
ping them a postcard; in order to find out
who those members are, take a look at the
geographical listing in the Membership List.
Also, a bit of extra publicity can be ob
tained by writing a short paragraph of the

(Cohtinued on page 30)
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The Roosevelt Medal awarded for two
years of continuous service on the Panama
Canal is shown on the 4¢ Roosevelt com
memorative of 1958, No. 150. Richard Salz
has found an interesting description of the
making of these medals in The Canal Rec
ord of Oct. 29, 1913.

"The presentation of Canal medals was
formally authorized by ex-President Roose
velt in a letter to the Chairman of the
Isthmian Canal Commission, dated Dec. 23,
1907. The details were turned over to a
committee, which, on April 27, 1908, recom
mended certain conditions in line with Mr.
Roosevelt's expressed desire under which
the medals were to be awarded, and also
made suggestions as to their general design.

_The conditi.o.ns~asadopted were,_aLfollows:.
"1. American citizens alone to be eligible

for medals; for naturalized citizens medal
service to commence only after acquiring
citizenship.

"2. Medal service to begin with Ameri
can occupation, employes of the Canal
Commission and the Panama railroad to be
equally eligible after that date.

"3. Medals to be numbered consecutively
in the order in which they have been
earned.

"4. Service to be satisfactory.
"In addition, it was decided to award

bars for each two years of continuous serv
ice.

"The suggestion, afterward adopted, that
the name of the medal holder and date of
his appointment be engraved on the back of
each medal, was made by one of the 1904
employes in a letter, dated March 12, 1908.

"The artist, Mr. F. D. Millet, who wen::
down with the Titanic, was engaged to pre
pare the design, and Mr. Victor M. Brenner,
medalist, was employed to make the dies. It
was early decided to manufacture the med
als out of old French scrap, and with this
end in view, five samples were sent to the
director of the United Stutes mint at Phila
delphia on Oct. 29, 1908. The shipment
consisted of 25 pounds of staybolts, 30
pounds of excavator bearings, 24 pounds of
bushings, another lot of 28 pounds of ex
cavator bearings, and 35 pounds of locomo
tive driver bearings, all taken from old
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French equipment. Subsequently, the direc
tor of the mint advised that the only metal
in the samples sent adapted to the manu
facture of the medals was that in the stay
bolts, and to make the metal workable 10
per cent of alloy would have to be added.
There were 5,500 pounds of these staybolts
available; the entire amount was reserved
for the medals, and in Jan., 1909, one thous
and pounds 'were shipped to the United
States. This am:mnt has sufficed for the
manufacture of all medals and service bars
up to date.

Figure 1. Roosevelt Medal and Map.

"As the mint could only make the medals,
the engraving had to be arranged for else
where, and a contract was entered into with
Mr. Alva Nelson of New York City for this
work at a cost of 22 cents each for the
medals, and 14 cents each for the service
bars. This arrangement has been renewed
from year to year on the same basis. The
cost of making the medals has been $350
per thousand, and of the service bars $80
per thousand. The tissue paper in which
they are wrapped costs 19 cents for each
thousand medals, and the pasteboard box
in which they are mailed to the employe
adds slightly to the total expense, so that
each medal represents an outlay of about
50 cents. The lexpense is paid out of a spe
cial appropriation made by Congress for the
purpose.

"Under the present regulations medals
cannot be duplicated; if an employe loses
his medal the loss is irremediable. It is pos
sible, however, in view of the numerous re
ports of loss of medals by holders thereof
since the first issue, that some action may
be taken in the future for providing dupli-

(Continued on page 26)
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Roosevelt M~dal-
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cates. In one case, a medal claimed to have
been received in bad condition was return
ed for correction of the defects."

From this article and later material,
Richard Sa]z has compiled the total num
ber of medals and bars issued: 7,189 med
als; 3,648 first bars; 1,661 second bars; 561
third bars; 42 fourth bars. The last medals
were awarded on Dec. 31, 1914; thus one's
continuous service in the Canal Zone had to
begin on or before Dec. 31, 1912 to be
eligible.

1973 Scott Catalogue
Volume I of the Scott Catalogue dated 1973
has appeared on schedul~. The Editors have
given serious consideration to suggestions
for improvement of the Canal Zone listings
and have made a number of changes in the
listings. No. 20c has been deleted as no
copy has ever been reliably reported. Also
deleted are Nos. 62b and 62c which were
never inside a Canal Zone postoffice.At best
these are essays for the overprint on this
stamp and at worst they are outright coun
terfeits. Also deleted is No. 89a which was
apparently added to the catalogue by mis
take. Two postage due stamps, Nos. J4a
and J4b, have also been deleted. For reasons
given at length in this journal, these are
believed to be bogus stamps (see Canal
Zone Philatelist, Vol. 8, p. 8, 1972).

Two stamps have been added to the cata
logue: No. 23h with double overprint, one

Detailed List of Canal Zone Stamps
By Gilbert N. Plass

(Continued from page 20 of last issue)

We continue our detailed check list of Canal Zone stamps. Please check your collections
against this list. If you have any errors or varieties not included" please submit them to your
Editor for listing. This listing will appear in our handbook on Canal Zone stamps and we
want it to be as complete and accurate as possible. You will also want your varieties in
cluded. Work is continuing on the text of the handbook and we hope to have it finished at
about the same time as this check list. There are still a number of the special purpose
stamps of the Canal Zone to be listed plus Nos. 1 to 30.

Ten Cents, No. J20

Carmine rose. First printing, June 24, 1925: 50,000. Second printing, March 22, 1926:
.50,000.Third printing, Sept. 26, 1927: 50,000. Fourth printing, Dec. 1, 1927: 4,200. De
stroyed, 220. Total issued: 153,980.
Plate numbers: 6555, 6556.
I. Early printings. Clean type.
II. Later printings. Worn type, thick letters.

a. Vertical pair, one without overprint. (10)
c. Double overprint, rose red.

(The Scott catalogue lists the rose red shade with normal overprint; no copy of
this appears to exist in the leading collections.)
Other varieties:
1. Block of four with 2.0-2.5 mm horizontal spacing between adjacent stamps.
2. Block of four with 3.0-3.5 mm horizontal spacing between adjacent stamps.
3. CANAL in wrong font. (Pos. 51-UL)
4. ZONE in wrong font. (Pos. 82-UL)
5. Split overprint, shifted vertically, perforations through center of CANAL.

Surcharged Issue of 1929-1930
Scott Nos. J21 - J24 -----.:--........ ..~-

The 5¢ regular issue of 1929 was surcharged at Mount Hope with POSTAGE DUE
and a large numeral of value. In addition on the 1¢, 2¢, and 10¢ denominations there
were three horizontal lines obliterating the old value.

One Cent on Five Cents, No. J21
Blue. Gaillard cut. Issued: March 20, 1930. Total printed: 50,000. Destroyed June 3, 1932:
11,347; destroyed Oct. 31, 1932: 2,663. Total issued: 35,990.
Plate numbers: 118115, 118116, 118117, 118118.

a. POSTAGE DUE omitted. The bottom row of a sheet (plate number 118117) with
surcharge shifted upward. Only bars and part of numeral 1 show on bottom row.
(5)
Other varieties:
1. POSTAGE DUE at bottom; split surcharge. Remainder of sheet described
under a. (45)

Two Cents on Five Cents, No. J22
Blue. Gaillard cut. Issued: Oct. 18, 1930. Total printed: 50,000. Destroyed June 3, 1932:
8,694; destroyed Oct. 31, 1932: 1,099. Total issued: 40,207.
Plate numbers: 118115, 118116, 118117, 118118.

Five Cents on Five Cents, No. J23
Blue. Gaillard cut. Issued: Dec. 1, 1930. Total printed: 50,000. Destroyed June 3, 1932:
6,619; destroyed Oct. 31, 1932: 7,917. Total issued: 35,464.
Plate numbers: 118115, 118116, 118117, 118118.

Ten Cents on Five Cents, No. J24
Blue. Gaillard cut. Issued: Dec. 17, 1929. Total printed 100,000. Destroyed June 3, 1932:
6,273; destroyed, Oct. 31, 1932: 3,223. Total issued: 90,504.
Plate numbers: 118115, 118116, 118117, 118118.

Regular Issue of 1932 - 1941

These stamps show the seal of lhe Canal Zone with the words POSTAGE DUE on
top and CANAL ZONE on bottom with the denomination in a separate frame at top
center. They were printed by the Bureau of Engraving and Printing on Hat plates in 400
subject sheets and issued in post office panes of 100 stamps.
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One Cent, No. J25
Claret. Issued: Jan. 2, 1932. Total issued: 378,300.
Plate number: 123716.

Variety:
1. 1 of 1 CENT devoid of color in center.
2. Wet printing. Claret. Yellow gum.
3. Dry printing. Violet. White gum. The designs of all dry printings are slightly
larger than those from wet printings, due to greater paper shrinkage in the latter.

Two Cents, No. J26
Claret: Issued: Jan. 2, 1932. Total issued: 413,800.
Plate number: 123717.

Five Cents, No. J27
Claret: Issued: Jan. 2, 1932. Total issued 225,000.
Plate number: 123718.

Varieties:
1. Wet printing. Claret. Yellow gum.
2. Dry printing. Violet. White gum.

Ten Cents, No. J28
Claret. Issued: Jan. 2, 1932. Total issued: 400,600.
Plate number: 123719.

Fifteen Cents, No. J29
Claret. Issued: April 21, 1941. Total issued: 415,000.
Plate number: 146100.

Official Stamps
Perforated "P"

From March, 1915 to March, 1941 official mail sent to foreign countries and heavy
parcels were franked with stamps perforated "P". The "P" can be found in all of the eight
possible positions (normal, inverted, sideways in both directions; each of these four positions
comes with the "P" in the correct position as seen from either the front or back of the
stamp). A comprehensive survey of the number reported in the collections of our members
is given in The Canal Zone Philatelist, Vol. 7, p. 19 (1971).

The following stamps exist with perforated "P": Scott Nos. 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 48, 51,
52, 54, 55, 56, 5'7';60, 61-,62, 63, 67,68,-69, 70, 71; 73, 74, 75,-84;- 86, 87, 91, 92, 96~
97, 99, 100, 101, 102, 103, 105, 106, 107, 108, 109, 1l0, lll, ll2, ll4, ll5, ll7, 120, 121,
122, 123, 127, 129, 131, 133, 135, Cl, C2, C3, C4, C5, C7, C9, CI0, Cll, C13, C14, C15,
C16, C17, C19, C20.

Overprinted Issue of 1941-1947
Both the regular and air post issue were overprinted OFFICIAL PANAMA CANAL.

The first of these stamps were requisitioned on March 25 and 27, 1941. A circular describ
ing these stamps was sent to all postmasters on April 8, 1941. Thus the new officials could
have been used starting April 8th. At first the stamps were not sold to philatelists, but on
April 30, 1942 it was recommended to the Executive Secretary that canceled official stamps
be sold to the public. During the period of use of these stamps, they were only sold at the
Philatelic Agency cancelled to order with a parcel post rotary canceller reading BALBOA
HEIGHTS, CANAL ZONE between two wavy lines. The use of official stamps was discon
tinued on December 31, 1951. For three months after that date, mint stamps were sold to
the public at the Philatelic Agency. However, Nos. 03, 08, and C08-12 were not sold to
the public in mint condition, as the post office no longer had any of these stamps at the
end of 1951. A few mint copies of Nos. 03 and C08-12 have reached philatelic hands, but
No. 08 is not known mint. It is believed that the entire printing of 1000 copies was can
celled to order and sold at the Philatelic Agency. Nos. 08 and C08-12 were requisitioned
on September 22, 1941. The date when they were first used or sold is not known.

Official Stamps for Regular Mail
One Cent, No. 01
Major General William C. Gorgas. Yellow green. PANAMA 10 mm long. Issued: April, 1941.
Total issued: 87,198.
Three Cents, No. 02
General George W. Goethals. Deep violet. PANAMA 10 mm long. Issued; April, 1941.
Total issued: 35,958.
Five Cents, No. 03
Steam shovel, Gaillard Cut. Blue. PANAMA CANAL 19Yz mm long. Issued April, 1941.
Total issued: 19,105.

Variety:
1. 0 of OFF'ICIAL over N of PANAMA.

(Continued on page 28)
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diagonal and reading ZONE CANAL (this
listing replaces a previous one for a variety
that does not exist) and No. 26b with over
print reading up. The price for No. 102a
has been deleted instead of the very much
too low price previously listed.

Those interested mainly in prices will be
disappointed in this year's catalogue. An un
used collection of the major Canal Zone
numbers (with used copies where unused
are not priced) now catalogues $3066.79
against last year's total of $2936.79. This
is an increase of 4.4%.The increase is even
smaller for the "a" numbers: $57,309.88
against $56,432.88 last year. The totals for
last year have been adjusted for the stamps
not priced in either one of the catalogues,
so that the totals are directly comparable.

The changes in the totals are due entirely
to price changes on about a dozen stamps.
None of the other prices have been changed
this year. The prices changed are as follows,
with last year's catalogue price in paren
thesis: No.2, $60 ($55); 3, $80 ($75); 15,
$575 ($550); 31a, $3000 ($2850); 47, $250
($180); 61£, $300 ($135); 67, $175 ($150);
67a, $200 ($175); C5a, $10 ($8); JIla, $300
($175); J11b, $500 ($200); JI7c, $500 ($400).
In addition a price is now given for No. 30b,$750.

The present prices of Canal Zone will
surely have to be revised upward next year,
if the present trend of auction prices con
tinues. Since last spring, the better major
numbers and errors have been selling at

- prices from just below to con~ider~bly above
catalogue value. Study some of the prices
in .the Siegel and Mozian sales repOlted in
our Auction column.

Among other United States Possesions,
only Puerto Rico has no prices changed in
the new catalogue. The major numbers of
Cuba are increased in price. Almost every
major and minor number of the Danish West
Indies received a substantial increase. Almost
every number of Guam received an increase.
In Hawaii,. most major numbers were in
creased in price as were many minor num
bers. In the Philippines most major numbers
before 1926 'received an increase, with only
a few being changed after that date.

There have been great improvements in
the Canal Zone listings in the Scott catalogue
in recent years. In the opinion of your Edi
tor there are many Canal Zone stamps whose
rarity is still not fully appreciated including
Nos. 47 and 67, both of which are rarer in
unused condition than No. 15. All of the
better major numbers are going to increase
in value in the coming years including Nos.
1, 2, 3, 27-30, 54, 57, 58, 59, 81, 94, C08
12, ]1-15, J20, and 08. In addition there
are many errors which are greatly under
priced. There are a number of Canal Zone
errors with only 10 to 20 copies known that
sell for around $100. Recently a Ryukyu
overprint error with 11 copies known sold
for almost $2000; publicity can make quite
a difference in a price!



Auctions

There were only a couple of auction
sales during the summer season that had
enough Canal Zone material to warrant re
porting. However, it was evident in these
that the higher level of prices established
last spring was being maintained. Almost all
of the overprint varieties sold for nearly full
catalogue and in some cases over catalogue.

In the following prices realized, we list
first the Scott catalogue number, followed
by the price realized and in parenthesis the
catalogue price as listed in the auction cata
logue. All items are unused unless mentioned
otherwise. Serious defects are specifically
mentioned. All prices have been rounded
to the nearest dollar.

Two of the rarer Canal Zone major num
bers were in Robert Siegel's Aug. 10th auc
tion: No. 08, used, sold for $180 ($150)
and No. 67, in spite of being without gum,
sold for $115 ($150). Other realizations
were: No. 9b on post card, $29 ($12); 14,
spaced AL, $25 ($30); 22, ONE in block of
4, $16 ($17); 33a, $68 ($75); 39c, $50 ($60);
46, used, $35 ($40); 48, used, $45 ($60); 58,
$68 ($75); 59, $45 ($40); 81, $43 ($50); 84b,
very good, $53 (50); 94, $63 ($50).

In the Aug. 21st Vahan Mozian sale al
most all of the overprint varieties of Nos. 9
20 sold for approximately full catalogue. A
few of the items included: No.1, centered
to right and bottom, $125 ($115); 2, cen
tered to top, $50 ($55); 5, block of 4, $30
($27); 9 + 10, blocks of 4, $11 ($10); 9b
in pair, $13 ($13); lOa, $31 ($37); 12a in
block of 4, no gum, 15 ($14); 12, PAMANA
in block of 4, $14 ($11); 1, PAMANA in
block of 4, $40 ($29); 13, inverted M in
block of 4, $30 ($29); 14a in block of 4,
$145 ($165); 14b, $75 ($86); 20d, PAMANA
in block of 4, $33 ($36); 21, block of 4, $18
($19); 23f, block of 4, $10 ($8); 26, block of
4, $15 ($16); 54, $26 ($18); 54, block of 4,
$110 ($75);71b in block of 9, $53 ($60);73a,
$17 ($16); 84d, $36 ($30); 91, plate block
of 6, $55 ($17); lOla, $22 ($17); 115c, 2
panes of 6 in booklet, $52 ($45); C5a, $9
($8); JI-2, $25 ($27); J3, $65 ($75); JI6,
block of 4, $14 ($11); ]15, plate block of 6,
perfs close at right, $110 ($130); J16, plate
block of 6, $68 ($40); JI7, plate block of 6,
tropical tissue over gum, $75 ($80); JI8,
plate block of 6, $26 ($17); J19, plate block
of 6, $43 ($40).

Robert Siegel sold on Sept. 16th an un
used copy of the very rare postal card No.
UX6 for $140 ($135).

Earliest Date for Arms Type
George Stillwell has a cover of No. 69,

the 2¢ Arms type, postmarked Feb. 13,
1924. Are any earlier dates known for this
stamp? Who has No. 68 on cover with an
early postmark? Please report any early
dates to your Editor.

Detailed List- (Continued from page 27)

Five Cents, No. 09
John F. Stevens. Deep blue. PANAMA. 10 mm long. Issued: February 1947.
Total issued: 21,639.
Ten Cents, No. 04
General Harry F Hodges. Orange. PANAMA 10 mm long. Issued: April, 1941.
Total issued: 18,776.
Fifteen Cents, No. 05
Jackson Smith. Gray black. PANAMA 10 mm long. Issued: April, 1941.
Total issued: 16,888.
Twenty Cents, No. 06
Rear Admiral Harry H. Rosseau. Olive Brown. PANAMA 10 mm long. Issued: April, 1941.
Total issued: 20,264.
Fifty Cents, No. 07
Senator Joseph C. S. Blackburn. Rose lilac. PANAMA 9 mm long. Issued: April, 1941.
Total issued: 19,175.
Fifty Cents, No. 08
Senator Joseph C. S. Blackburn. Rose lilac. PANAMA 9 mm long.
Requisitioned: September 22, 1941. Total issued: 1,000.

Air Post Official Stamps
Five Cents, No. COl
Gaillard Cut. Yellow Green. PANAMA CANAL 19-1912 rum long. Issued: April, 1941.
Total issued: 51,000.

Variety:
1. 0 of OFFICIAL over N of PANAMA.

Six Cents, No. COl4
Gaillard Cut. Yellow brown. PANAMA CANAL 19-1912 mm long. Issued: November, 1947.
Total issued: 40,500.

a. Inverted overprint (all copies are cancelled to order) (50)
Variety:
1. 0 of OFFICIAL over N of PANAMA.

Ten Cents, No. C02
Gaillard Cut. Orange. PANAMA CANAL 19-1912 mm long. Issued: April, 1941.
Total issued: 54,000.

Variety:
1. 0 of OFFICIAL over N of PANAMA.

Fifteen Cents, No. C03
Gaillard Cut. Blue. PANAMA CANAL 19-1912 mm long. Issued: April, 1941.
Total issued: 62,500.

Variety:
1. 0 of OFFICIAL over N of PANAMA.

Twenty Cents, No. C04
Gaillard Cut. Red Violet. PANAMA CANAL 19-1912 I1im long. Issued: April, 1941.
Total issued: 28,500.

Variety:
1. 0 of OFFICIAL over N of PANAMA.

Thirty Cents, No. C05
Gaillard Cut. Rose lake. PANAMA CANAL 19-1912 mm long. Issued: April, 1941.
Total issued: 25,500.

Variety:
1. 0 of OFFICIAL over N of PANAMA.

Forty Cents, No. C06
Gaillard Cut. Yellow.PANAMA CANAL 19-1912 mm long. Issued: April, 1941.
Total issued: 28,500.

Variety:
1. 0 of OFFICIAL over N of PANAMA.

One Dollar, No. C07
Gaillard Cut. Black. PANAMA CANAL 19-1912 mm long. Issued: April, 1941.
Total issued: 33,500.

Variety:
1. 0 of OFFICIAL over N of PANAMA.

Five Cents, No. C08
Gaillard Cut. Yellow green. PANAMA CANAL 17 mm long. Requisitioned: September 22,
1941. Total issued: 2,000.
Ten Cents, No. C09
Gaillard Cut. Orange. PANAMA CANAL 17 mm long. Requisitioned: September 22, 1941.

Total issued: 2,000. (Continued in next issue)
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Figure 4. No. 116. ZONE CANAL.

of this error is shown in Figure 4. Canal
Zone collectors have always applied strict
standards in judging their errors. No part of
the CANAL from the stamp above the one
in question should be visible on the error
stamp. Otherwise it is classified as a split
overprint. While this is an interesting va
riety, it is not considered an error worthy
of catalogue listing. There were no ZONE
only errors on the bottom row of this sheet,
as a trace of the word CANAL always shows
at the top of the stamp.

The ZONE ZONE errors which occurred
in Pas. LR18 of the first printing of the
sharp A overprints also exist on the postage
due stamps. In the first shipment of these
stamps to the Canal Zone, there were 75
copies of the error on the 1¢' postage due,
125 on the 2¢ postage due, and 125 on the
10¢ postage due. None of the l¢ errors were
officially destroyed, but 85 error stamps of
the 2¢ value and 110 of the 1O¢value were
destroyed. Thus, if the records of the num
bers destroyed are accurate, there were
issued 75, 40, and 15 eopies of the error
of the l¢, 2¢, and 10¢ denominations re
spectively. No copies of the error on the
10q~value have ever been reported, although
it is still possible that a copy might be
found. Apparently a number of copies of
the error of the postage dues were used
before it was noticed. Of the totals that
were presumably issued, it is believed that
about 15 copies ofl¢ and about 10 copies
of the 2¢ value are known. These numbers
are different than those in our check list
and are based on more recent studies of
auction catalogues. These errors are shown
in Figures 5 and 6.

Two errors are known on the lOG:postage
due. On one sheet the overprint was shifted
down so that the top row was without over
print. A vertical pair, one without over
print, is shown in Figure 7. Only 10 copies
are known of this error. This stamp is also

(Continued on page 31)

Fig. 3. No. 77. Spacings from 7.7 to 9.2 mm.

upper left pane. The spacing in the top row
from left to right is 9.0, 9.1, 9.0, 9.2 mm
and in the bottom row is 9.1, 7.7, 7.8 7.8
mm Once again note the very poor hori
zontal alignment of the overprint.

In 1932 the rate for a parcel post pack
age weighing one pound was 14¢ to many
countries, so an order was placed in N0
vember, 1932 for this denomination. This
order requested a red overprint reading up.
However, the Bureau used the regular
CANAL ZONE overprint and printed it in
black. The basic stamp was the rotary press
printing for the first time. On April 16,
1936, 200 copies of this stamp that were
defective were destroyed. However, one
further sheet that was misprinted was sold.
It was from the LR pane of plate No.
20549. The overprint was applied angled
upward to the right. A large number of
split overprints occur in the sheet with
CANAL printed in the top margin. 'Sixteen
stamps in the upper right of the sheet are
true ZONE CANAL errors. A block of six

1

Fig. 2. No. 72. Spacings from 7.9 to 9.4 mm.

aligned horizbntallY from one stamp to the

next. II
By the tim~ that this overprint form was

used on the 14¢ value, the type had become
quite worn. However, the same spacing
variations exist. The block shown in Figure
3 comes from the upper left comer of the

Fig.!. No. 72. Spacings from 8.0 to 9.2 mm.
I

Overprinted U. S. Issues
By Gilbert N. Plass

(Continued from page 21)

There are many interesting variations in
the spacing between CANAL and ZONE in
the overprints of this series. Also in many
cases the words CANAL read across the
sheet are very poorly aligned horizontally
from one stamp to the next. Probably the
most poorly prepared overprint plate for all
of the Canal Zone overprints is the one that
was used for both printings of the Yz¢ and
llh q~values and the one printing of the
14¢ value. This was a 400-subject overprint
form that was presumably set up in a great
hurry, as the first requisition for the frac
tional values was an emergency order re
qJlired for new postal rates. The basic rate
for third class mail was increased from 1¢
to 1Yz¢ effective on April 15, 1925. An
order for the lh ¢ and 1Yz¢ values was
sent from the Canal Zone by cable on March
26, 1925. The Postmaster General sent a
letter to the Bureau of Engraving and Print
ing on March 27th authorizing the over
printing. The Bureau completed the over
printing in record time and shipped the
stamps on March 31st. This was before the
Yz¢ stamp had even been issued in the
United States on April 4th. Later this same
overprint form was used for the 14¢ value
with the flat A overprint when this value
was added by radio to the 1925 annual
requisition.

This poorly prepared overprint form has
many examples of unusual spacings and
poor horizontal alignment. The spacing be
tween CANAL and ZONE varies from 7%
mm to 10 mm. The normal spacing is 9;4
mm. A brief summary of the spacing follows
where in each case it has been recorded
only to the nearest of this set of values: 8,
8Yz, 9Yz, and 10 mm. The upper right and
lower right panes have the normal spacing
of 9Yz mm on all stamps. The upper left
pane has an 8 mm spacing on Pas. 12-18,
42-48, 54-58, 62-68, 92-98 and 8Yz mm
spacing on Pas. 22-28, 52-53, 72-78, 82-88.
All other stamps in the pane have the nor
mal 9Yz mm spacing. The lower left pane
has an 8 mm spacing on Pas. 2-6, 12-17,
52-58, 72-78, 92-98 and 8Yz mm spacing
on Pas. 7-8, 22-28, 32-38, 42-48, 62-68,
81-8. The spacing on Pas. 30 is 10 mm. All
other stamps in the pane have the normal
9Yzmm spacing.

Some of these spacings are shown in the
block of Figure 1. The exact measurements
of these spacings are 8.5 mm (UL), 8.7 mm
(UR), 9.2 mm (LL), 8.0 mm (LR). This block
can actually be plated, since this combina
tion of spacings only occurs once in the
400-subject plate. The upper left stamp of
the block is from Pas. 81 of the lower left
pane. Another block is shown in Figure 2.
The spacings on the top row from left to
right are: 9.4, 8.0, 7.9 mm, while the spac
ings on the bottom row are 9.2, 8.6, 8.7
mm. Note how poorly the overprint is
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tely. When it is published, we should have
an excellent source of information on the
numerous and varied cancels that have been
used in the Zone.

Another interesting project involving a
rather obscure sideline. Miller H. Hurt
(1679 Turnbull Canyon Road, La Puente,
Calif. 91745) would like to hear from those
of you who have stamps with siderographer
and plate finisher initals. These markings
appear on the right and left selvedge op
posite the bottom horizontal row of the
pane of the U. S. overprinted issues and the
early definitives. As most dealers have re
moved the initialed selvedges and as not
too many collectors have concerned them
selves with these markings, they are scarcer
than the plate numbers. When reporting to
Mr. Hurt please be sure to mention the
Scott catalog number of the stamp, the
initials and whether they are on the left
selvedge (siderographers) or the right
(plate finishers).

The last study that we mention is a
comprehensive listing of the various airmail
flights that have originated and terminated
in the Zone. Dr. Gary B. Weiss (8 Locksley
Avenue, San Francisco, Calif. 94122) is get
ting toegther everything he can find in this
regard and would appreciate hearing from
members who have items in their collections
that are not listed in the various catalogs.

This winds up the "message" department
for 1972. It is our hope that by the time
this reaches you that you will have received
the new Membership List and the Canal
Zone Philatelist Index. Many thanks to all
of you who have been so helpful during the
year and a very Happy Holiday season to
everyone.

Sea Post
Richard Salz has found several interesting

items about sea post in The Panama Canal
Record of Jan. 10 and 17, 1917. The letter
rate from the Canal Zone to the United
States and its possessions was 2¢ per ounce
or fraction thereof and 5¢ for the first ounce
and 3¢ for each additional ounce or fraction

- thereof to foreign countries. Mail for vessels
of regular lines should be addressed in care
of their offices or representatives. Where
there are no such repre~;entatives of the
vessel on the Isthmus, mail could be ad
dressed "Care of Captain of the Port" at
Balboa or Cristobal. Senders were cautioned
not to address mail to Colon or Panama as
these post offices are not under the jurisdic
tion of the Canal.

Boarding officers also accepted registered
maq for a registration fee of 10¢ in addi-

I tion to regular postage. It was delivered bytl;le boarding officer of the Bureau of Cus-
toms unless addressed in care of a local
agency.

The discontinuance of the sea post on the
ships of the Panama Railroad Steamship
Line is also announced. The last service was
on the Advance, sailing from Critobal for
New York on Jan. 10, 1917. The business

President's Message-
(Continued from page 25)

coming event and sending it to the various
weekly stamp publications. They are happy
to print it at no charge. Should you like
some suggestions for a program, please write
and ask me. These informal gatherings of
Canal Zone collectors are really a lot of
fun and benefit to all.

We have a number of new projects that
need publicizing so that additional informa
tion can be funneled to the members who
are doing the research. Hugh W. Cassibry
(P. O. Box 82, Balboa Heights, Canal Zone)
would like to hear from anyone who has
unusual cancellations. Just send him a Xerox
or similar photocopy and he will be most ap
preciative. His cancellation study is a tre
mendous undertaking and will make a most
important contribution to Canal Zone phila--~-------------~-------------
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had decreased so that the business no longer
justified the expense.

"About 50%of the mail from the Isthmus
for the United States goes via New Orleans.
At the time the sea post was established
the Panama Railroad ships carried practi
cally all of the mail. The omission of the
service will probably not be felt very gen
erally on the Canal Zone. The New York
office will work the mail for the Canal
Zone up to the time of closing, which is at
noon of the day of sailing, and such mail,
received before closing tirrie, will be ready
for immediate dispatch to the Canal Zone
offices on arrival at Cristobal. In the case,
however, of the mail for the Isthmus re
ceived at the New York officebetween clos
ing time and the sailing of the ship, which
may amount to as much as 30 sacks, there
will be about half a day's delay at Cristobal,
because this will be dispatched in bulk to
Cristobal and will have to be reworked 'on
arrival for local distribution.

"The absence of the sea post will not
interfere with the delivery of letters to pas
sengers on the ships. The sea post was of
considerable service in working mail from
the Isthmus for ready dispatch on arrival
at New York, where it is taken off by a mail
boat before the ship reaches her dock. A
service of greater importance was in work
ing the South American mails, which fre
quently amounted to 400 or 500 bags. It
is probable that 'this need will eventually be
met by making Cristobal an international
exchange office, on which niail cait be
pouched' from-New York to be reworked
for the west coast distribution, and mail
from South America can be sorted for
northern points."

Overprinted U. S.-
(Continued from page 29)

known with a double overprint. An entire
sheet existed with this error and an example
is shown in Figure 8. A mystery surrounds
this error in that it occurs only in the rose

Figure 5. No. JISa. ZONE ZONE.
. I'

red shade. No copy of the normal stamp in
this shade has ever been reported in spite
of the fact that it is listed in the Scott cata
logue. The existence of one sheet in this

Figure 6. No. JI9a. ZONE ZONE.

shade with a double overprint seems sus
picious. Yet Canal Zone experts have studied
this error carefully and all agree that it ap-

Figure 7. No. J20a.
Vertical pair, one without overprint.

Col. James DeVoss maintains
close contact with our printer in
State College. He keeps the ad
dressograph plates up to date
with the latest addresses of our
members. He also personally
mails all copies of the Canal
Zone Philatelist. We wish to ex

press our appreciation for this
work which he does for us.
Please note that all changes of
address and notice of missing
copies should be sent to our Sec
retary, Al Bew. All material ap
pearing in the Canal Zone Phila
telist has been written by the
Editor, Gilbert N. Plass, unless
a by-line indicates otherwise.
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Figure S. No. J20c. Double overprint.

Figure S. No. J20.
Split overprint with ZONE in center.

pears to be genuine. Does anyone have any
information that would help explain this
error?

An interesting split overprint occurs on
the IO¢ stamp and is shown in Figure 9. At
first glance this appears to be a ZONE only
error. However, the perforations run di
rectly through the word CANAL so that
only a trace of it appears at both the top
and bottom of the stamp. Thus it must be
classified as a split overprint. Wes Dunaway
first called our attention to this variety.

(Continued in next issue)

ZONE ZONE Errors
The author and recipient of the following

letter wish to remain anonymous, but felt
that it should be made available to collec
tors for the interesting background material
which it provides about No. 85a. The au
thor was a clerk at a stamp window at the
time.

"Sometime early in August a colored
messenger bought some 3¢ stamps at my

(Continued on page 32)
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Geoffrey Brewster
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SELLERS:
OUR COMMISSION IS ONLY 20% OF THE PRICE REALIZED-

NO LOTTING CHARGES. PLEASE CONTACT US BEFORE SENDING STAMPS.

"HOW TO PARTICIPATE IN A STAMP AUCTION"

2nd Edition - :20-page Booklet
Prel)ared to Assist B~;yersor Sellers - 2S¢

Licensed & Bonded Auctioneers
Established 1947

being most carefully guarded officially and
I doubt if any will be issued or available
to collectors, one thing that makes it look
as though they might exist is that I am not
getting any lower right corner blocks on
several denominations when I make requisi
tion. I shall be glad to let you know how
ever if anything turns up." (Editor's note:
The error was eventually found on the 5¢,
10¢, 12¢, and 15¢ denominations as well
as the 3¢).

United States Stamps
The United States Postal Service has

issued a booklet "United States Stamps and
Stories" which is published for them by the
Scott Publishing Company. The booklet con
tains a listing of all major numbers from the
Scott catalogue together with prices for the
Stamps of the United States and its Posses
sions, United Nations, and some foreign
stamps. The main feature of the booklet is
that most of the stamps are illustrated in
full color. The color Rdelity is the best that
your Editor has seen in stamp illustrations
and is especially excellent for the Canal
Zone stamps. Even the violet of the over
print on Nos. 1-3 is faithfully reproduced.
One strange error occurs in the booklet list
ings. No. 102a is priced at $2.00. It would
be cheap at 100 times this price! The book
let is either on sale at your post office for
$2.00 or can be ordered from the Philatelic
Age)"lcy.It is well worth obtaining just for
the color illustrations.

II

BUYER? SEL'LERl?
If you intend to purchase - or to offer for sale a
"Specialized" Collection or individual stamps ...

SELECT THE PUBLIC AUCTION

~5p~tUdlg JJf:(jrt ~pttUdi5t5@
SCHIFF AUCTIONS FEATURE SPECIAL SECTIONS OF:

SINGLES, BLOCKS, PLATE BLOCKS, SCARCE NUMBERS, COILS & BOOKLETS,
COVERS & FIRST DAY COVERS, FREAKS & ERRORS, WHOLESALE LOTS,

& COLLECTIONS OF:

Tel: (212) 662-2777

3Jtttqu~1i Qt. ~t4ifff 3Jr~'flut.
536 West lllth Street, New York, N.Y. 10025

U.S., U.N., CA,NAL ZONE: and FOREIGN S1AMPS
BUYERS:

BID BY PHONE, BY MAIL, OR IN PERSON NO CHARGE FOR EXECUTING BIDS
REQUEST OUR NEXT AUCTION CATALOG.

REMIT 25c (50c 1st CLASS MAIL)
OR $1.00 FOR CATALOGUl, AND PRICES REALIZED.

stock in custody of the Collector of the
Panama Canal.

"Now in regard to the 400, the error was
offiCially discovered before any of these
were issued and the President of the Stamp
Club here wrote a letter of inquiry to the
Director of Posts asking what disposition
would be made of them and offering to buy
them to which official reply was made that
'they would be destroyed' which conclu
sively disposes of these, the major portion
of the stock of errors leaving only the 50
at Philatelic Agency to account for."

The writer then speculates that the Agen
cy sent possibly 25 of the errors to various
dealers who had ordered full sheets. Then
he writes that the Agency sends out its
straight edges and bad centering to the
various offices "in exchange for more per
fect stamps and from this mess of straight
edges sent to the Postmaster at Balboa for
exchange were eight errors which I learned
of and obtained for the Washington dealer
hence you see there is good reason to be
lieve that the entire fifty sheets got away
from Balboa Heights unnoticed and I would
estimate, and remember that it is an esti
mate only, that about half went to dealers
and half used as regular postage and from
this I estimate that there are a possible 75
of the errors available to collectors....

"Now re your inquiry relative to other
denominations, they may exist but I doubt
it in some ways but if they do, they are

.i

ZONE ZONE Errors-
(Continued from page 31)

window here and noted the (ZONE ZONE)
error. It chanced that it was the messenger
for one of my friends and he immediately
purchased my entire stock of threes, some
twenty sheets, told me about it and we sold
them and a few more that we gathered
here and there to a Washington dealer but
at much less than I believe they are worth
as later developed, the sale however, being
with the understanding that he would get
them all, or all that we were able to ob
tain, we each however, saving one each for
our personal collection and the balance, or
31 copies in blocks of 9, were sold to the
Washington party and, as I say, I have a
moral obligation to more or less protect his
interests in the matter ....

"There were sent to the Canal Zone,
200,000 3¢ stamps, one quarter of which
would be 50,000 or 500 (lower right) sheets,
consequently this positively establishes the
total number printed as 500 possible errors.

"Now as to the number available to col
lectors, before this error was known there
were sent out 100 sheet~ containing the
error, fifty to Cristobal and fifty to the Post
master at Balboa Heights and the latter
conducts the official Philatelic Agency, fill
ing requisitions from dealers, etc.

"I have shown you how my friend sal
vaged 33 errors from the stock at Cristobal,
31 of which went to Washington and he
and I each have one and I feel practically
certain the balance of my stock was used in
normal course of business, (17 sheets con
taining the error), and that was unnoticed
and that these will never be on the market
or available to collectors.

"This leaves the fifty sheets supplied the
Philatelic Agency and the 400 remaining in
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