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An organization of this kind usually has
difficulty in getting memberli to serve in the
various official capacities. Those of us who
accept the nomination are unopposed and
thus the procedure of voting is academicbut required by our by-laws. The point
being made is that though the CZSG elections are foregone conclusions our members
are showing exceptional interest in that they
do vote. This past election brought in 180
ballots out of a possible 307. Your newly
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see that such interest does exist and wish to
thank all for your confidence in the recommendations placed before you by the CZSG
Nominating Committee. We hope that the
next two years will show enlargement and
advancement of our organization.
The advancement of our group is in excellent hands-those of Gilbert N. Plass,
Editor of the CZP. During November of
last year I had the pleasure of spending a
weekend in his home at College Station,
Texas. The amount of work that goes into
producing our quarterly is truly staggering.
All manuscripts must be typed; then to the
printer for the first proof; back to the editor
for checking and corrections; off to the
printer again for the final proof; then back
again for the paste-up operation. This is the
final form that you are now reading. Our
Editor is long overdue for a rousing cheer
and a "well done" in which all members
join.
Editor Plass is also busily engaged with
the updating of the Dade-Schay manuscript.
This is being serialized in the CZP and will
be complete in the not too distant future. A
quick rereading of the introduction to the
"Detailed List of Canal Zone Stamps" on
page 14 of the second quarter 1970 CZP
will refresh our minds as to what is involved
in this project. Also you might want to take
another look at the various headings in subsequent "Check List" articles.
(Conunued

on page

8)
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Overprinted
U. S. Issues
By Gilbert N. Plass

Presidene s Message

~le-Gtc-clcffieers and. ilirectors ara pleased

WHOLE

1972

There are many interesting errors and varieties on the overprinted United States stamps
of the Canal Zone. Since all of these overprints were printed at the Bureau of Engraving
and Printing, there can be no suspicion that they were made deliberately to sell to collectors. Rather they are genuine errors made while overprinting many millions of stamps.
These errors escaped the rigorous inspection system of our Bureau of Engraving and Printing. The situation is similar to the many color errors coming out of the Bureau today. In
this series we will discuss these errors and show illustrations of many of them.
The largest number of errors among the
overprinted U. S. issues occurs on the 5¢
value, Scott No. 86. Eight major overprint
errors are known for this one stamp and
these are all listed in the Scott catalogue.
One of these is the ZONE ZONE error
which has a very interesting story. The first
d-eJ.~lominatio~l~ssued with ihe- new ~ha·.rp

*

overprint was the 3¢ on June 27, 1925. The
overprint was from a 400 subject form
which contained the ZONE ZONE error in
Pos. 18 of the LR pane. Not long after the
3¢ stamp was placed on sale, an alert col·
lector obtained a copy of the ZONE ZONE
error. In July, 1925 the postal authorities at
Balboa Heights first heard of the eITor and
ordered the sale of 3¢ sheets from the LR
pane halted. Positions 8 and 18 were removed from 400 sheets remaining in stock.
Since 500 sheets had originally been received, tllis meant that 100 copies had been
sold to the public.
It was not realized at first that this error
also occurred on all denominations of the
first printing with the sharp A. When the
postal authorities realized that the error occurred on other denominations, they thoroughly canvassed the reserve stock in the
vault at Balboa Heights in September, 1926
and again removed Pos. 8 and 18 from
the error sheets. All copies of the error that
had been found were destroyed on Oct. 15,
1926. The official report shows that there
were 1250 copies of the eITor in the shipment of the 5¢ stamps and that all were
destroyed. Yet the error exists and is shown
in Figure 1. There were 250 copies of the
error in the shipment of each of the 10¢,
12¢, and 15¢ denominations. All were destroyed for the 15¢ denomination and all
except 5 copies were destroyed of the 1O¢
and all except 4 copies of the 12¢ accord·
ing to the officialrecords. However about 10
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Figure 1. No. 86a. ZONE ZONE
copies of the 5¢ and 3 copies of the 15¢ are
known in philatelic hands. How can the
discrepancy be explained?
There are two possible answers. One is
that the Bureau frequently overran the ordered quantities when they overp~inted
U. S. stamps in order to allow for spoilage.
Instead of destroying the remaining good
sheets each time, they adopted the practice
of holding them to apply against future
orders. The theory is that the bureau sent
some sheets with these errors at a later date.
The Canal Zone postal administration did
not examine these sheets, since they thought
that they were from a new printing without
the error.
(Continu~d

on page 6)
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The Canal Zone Study Group

1972 Scott Specialized
We reviewed the prices in the 1972 Scott
Sttandard Catalogue in our last issue. Now
the 1972 scon Specialized Catalogue has
been issued; it prices many items that are
not listed in the Standard Catalogue such as
stamps on cover, plate blocks, postal stationery, and proofs.
A few 1972 catalogue prices noted by
your Editor with the 1971 prices in parenthesis: No. 15, spaced AL in CANAL, $1000
($850); 47, block of 4, $1000 ($800); 48,
block of 4, $750 ($600); 08, block of 4,
used, $625 ($450); mb, $150 ($85) (this is
by far the rarest variety of the 1916 envevelopes); U14, $100 ($85); UC5, $3.50
($1.50).
There have been several deletions and additions to the listings. No. 23h, CANAL
only, has been deleted as no genuine copy
has been reported. In its place is now a new
No. 23h, double overprint, one diagonal
with one ZONE CANAL. No. 26b, overprint reading up, has been added. Two
handmade booklet panes have been given
catalogue numbers for the first time, No.
39g and 102a. All handmade booklet panes
now have catalogue I numbers. In the postal
cards No. UXle, CANAL 13 mID with
double surcharge, has been added. No.
UX2e now correctly reads "ZONE CANAL
and ovpt. reading up". The above new listings have all been described in previous
issues of the Canal Zone Philatelist. The

Detailed List of Canal Zone Stamps
By Gilbert
(Continued

N. Plass

from page 32 of last issUe)

Another part of our detailed check list of Canal Zone stamps is presented here.. We
continue to urge our members to check their collections against this list. If you find any
variety in your collection which is not included in the check list, please submit it to your
Editor for listing. This listing will appear in our handbook on Canal Zone stamps and we
want it to be as complete and accurate as possible.

Twenty Five Cents, No. 140
John F. Wallace, yellow green. Issued: Aug. 16, 1948. Total issued to June 1, 1971:
1,520,000.
Plate number: 160141.
Varieties:
1. Wet printing. Yellow green. Yellow gum.
2. Dry printing. Deep green. White gum.

Commemoratives of 1948 - 1960
Scott Nos. 141-151
Barro Colorado Commemorative
Ten Cents, No. 141
Coati-mundi and map of Barro Colorado Island, black. Issued April 17, 1948 to commemorate the 25th anniversary of the establishment of the Canal Zone Biological Area on
Barro Colorado Island. Total issued: 512,200.
Plate number: 159908.

Gold Rush Centennial Commemorative
Four stamps were issued on June 1, 1949 to commemorate the centenary of the California Gold Rush. The stamps show the "forty-niners" arriving at Chagres on the Atlantic
side, crossing the Isthmus, and finally leaving on the ship from Panama for San Francisco.

Three Cents, No. 142
Arriving at Chagres on the Atlantic Side, blue. Total issued: 500,000.
Plate number: 160555.
'2cpies are kncT,,'vn \vith partly imperforate left TI1C4rgir..s d~e to freak perfor~tions from
paper crease. Copies are known with large white streaks through design from paper crease
before printing.

Six Cents, No. 143
Up the Chagres River to Las Cruces, violet. Total issued: 481,600.
Plate number: 160556.
Variety:
1. Imperforate right margin, due to paper fold.

Twelve Cents, No. 144
Las Cruces Trail to Panama, bright blue green. Total issued: 230,200.
Plate number: 160557.
Variety:
1. Left side of design partly missing, from left vertical row on plate. Probably
caused by insufficient packing at edge of blanket on the D-roller with the result that there was not sufficient pressure at the edge to pick up ink from plate.
Copies are known with large white streak through design from paper crease before
printing.

Eighteen Cents, No. 145
Leaving Panama for San Francisco, deep red lilac. Total issued: 240,200.
Plate number: 160558.
Copies are known with unusually wide vertical perforations and with freak perforations
in margin from paper fold.

West Indian Labor Commemorative
Ten Cents, No. 146
Worker in Culebra Cut, carmine. Issued Aug. 15, 1951 to commemorate the contribution of West Indian laborers to the construction of the Panama Canal. Total issued: 480,000.
Plate number: 162191.
Copies are known with diagonal vertical perforations running through design.

Panama Railroad Anniversary
Three Cents, No. 147
Early locomotive and cars, violet. Issued Jan. 28, 1955 to commemorate the centenary
of the completion of the Panama Railroad and the first transcontinental railroad trip in the
Americas. Total issued: 994,000.
Plate number: 165141.
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A special cancel was used on first day covers which reads THE PANAMA CANAL
R. P. O. / JAN 28 / TR 1 / 1955 / RMS

Corgas Hospital Commemorative
Three Cents, No. 148
Administration Building and Admitting Office, Gorgas Hospital, black on dull blue
green paper. Issued Nov. 17, 1957 to commemorate the 75th anniversary of the opening
of Gorgas Hospital. Total issued: 1,010,000.
Plate number: 166378.

S. S. Ancon Issue
Four Cents, No. 149
S. S. Ancon, greenish blue. Issued Aug. 30, 1958 in honor of the gallant World War II
record of the S. S. Ancon of the Panama Line. Total issued: 1,749,700.
Plate number: 166860.

Theodore Roosevelt Centenary
Four Cents, No. 150
Roosevelt medal and Canal Zone map, brown. Issued Nov. 15, 1958 to commemorate
the centenary of the birth of Theodore Roosevelt. Total issued: 1,060,000.
Plate number: 166927.

Boy Scouts Commemorative
Four Cents, No. 151
Boy Scout Badge, dark blue, red, and bistre. Issued Feb. 8, 1960 to commemorate the
50th anniversary of the Boy Scouts of America. Printed on Giori press. Total issued: 654,933.
Plate number: 167332.

Regular Issue of 1960 - 1962
Four Cents, No. 152
Administration Building, Balboa Heights, rose lilac. Issued Nov. 1, 1960. Total issued
to June 1, 1971: 2,355,800.
Plate number: 167599.

Three Cents, No. 153
Maj. Gen. George Washington Goethals, deep violet. Coil stamp, perf. 10 vertically.
Issued: Nov. 1, 1960. Total issued to June 1, 1971: 1,934,384.
Plate numbers: 167592, 167593.
Variety:
-~--. 1. jo~t li;{ePiJr~-

Four Cents, No. 154
Administration Building, Balboa Heights, dull rose lilac. Coil stamp, perf. 10 horizontally. Issued: Nov. 1, 1960. Total issued to June 1, 1971: 2,356,384.
Plate numbers: 167592, 167593.
Imperforate sheets of No. 153 and 154 in the vaults of the Canal Zone government
confl.rmthe strange fact that the same plate numbers are on these two stamps with completely different designs.
Variety:
1. Joint line pair.

Five Cents, No. 155
John F. Stevens, deep blue. Coil stamp, perf. 10 vertically. Issued; Feb. 10, 1962. Total
issued to June 1, 1971; 775,000.
Plate numbers: 167942, 167943.
Variety:
1. Joint line pair.

Commemoratives of 1962
Scott Nos. 156-157
Girl Scout Commemorative
Four Cents, No. 156
Girl Scout badge and camp at Gatun Lake, blue, dark green and bistre. Issued March
12, 1962 to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the Girl Scouts. Printed on Giori press.
Total issued: 640,000.
Plate number: 168004.

Thatcher Bridge Commemorative
Four Cents, No. 157
Thatcher Ferry bridge and map of Western Hemisphere, black and silver. Issued on
Oct. 12, 1962 to commemorate the opening of the Thatcher Ferry bridge across the Panama
Canal. Printed on Giori press. Total issued; 775,000.
Plate numbers: 168153, 168154.
a. Silver (bridge) omitted. (50)
(Continued

on page 4)
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date of issue of No. 17 has been changed to
March as several covers are known with
March dates.
The prices for the post office seals have
not changed since last year. The catalogue
still ignores the third known spacing between the cliches of OXI-2. A complete collection of the major envelope varieties
(items with catalogue numbers preceded by
U, UC, or UF), has increased to $807 from
$734 last year. These prices are for unused
entires. This is an increase of 10%since last
year's catalogue. The minor varieties of
these same envelopes have increased from
$598 last year to $667, an increase of 12%.
A complete collection of the postal cards is
now $396 up from $384 last year, an in_
crease of 3%. The prices of the minor varieties are unchanged. The prices for proofs
are likewise unchanged this year.
We should be very grateful that we have
a catalogue listing of this quality. In a subject as complicated as our Canal Zone
stamps there is always the possibility of improving a listing of this sort as new facts
are discovered. We made some suggestions
in our review last time. Among the items
listed only in the Specialized Catalogue, No.
Ulb is still underpriced, as it is much ra~er
than any of the other varieties of Nos. Ul
and U2. According to our records no copy
has been offered at auction in New York for
the last 15 years. We also believe that No.
UX5, is still underpriced in unused condition,-"Only a very few lJl:'.UBe<L copies are
known of this card.
The five types of the 1909-1921 issue
are all given separate major catalogue numbers. This is a proper listing since each of
these types correspond to one or more printings made from a new overprint plate and
printed on different dates. However, there
are a number of other Canal Zone issues
that should be listed in a similar manner.
The three types of Nos. 16 and 17 are easily
identified and correspond to separate printings. These should be listed as major numbers. This could be done without disturbing
the numbering if they were listed as 16,
16A, 16B, 17, 17A, 17B. The next example
is the registration envelope which exists as
Type I with 8.0 mm spacing and Type II
with 9.3 mm spacing. These should be listed
as UFI and UF2, as these also correspond
to separate printings done on different dates.
The final example is the six different overprint types of No. UX2. These are all described in the UPSS catalogue. Each type
can be distinguished readily from the others
and each one corresponds to a separate
printing made between 1908 and 1912. In
order to include these in the catalogue it
would be necessary either to renumber the
postal cards or to use UX2, UX2A, UX2B,
etc. In this case the first alternative is probably preferable.
Your Editor must register one negative
comment. The new flexible binding seems to

be a step backward, both in convenience and
durability. The catalogue will no longer
stand upright between ordinary bookends,
but Hops over and soon develops a permanent list. The binding also seems less durable. One catalogue which I have used less
than two months has already developed a
long split along the binding. Can we return
next year to the hard cover binding?

Detailed List (Continued from page 3)

Regular Issues of 1968 - 1971
Scott Nos. 158-159
'
Six Cents, No.' 158
Goethals Memorial, Balboa, green and ultramarine. Issued March 15, 1968. Printed
on Giori press. Total issued to June 1, 1971: 1,890,000.
Plate number: 170215.

Eight Cents, No. 159

Auctions
There was no large scale sale of Canal
Zone material during the fall quarter. However, a number of interesting items were
available in smaller sales held by various
dealers. In the following prices realized, we
list first the Scott catalogue number, followed by the price realized and the catalogue price in parenthesis as listed in the
auction catalogue. All items are unused unless mentioned otherwise. Serious defects
are specifically mentioned. All prices have
been rounded to the nearest dollar.
The most interesting realization of the fall
season was the sale on Oct. 18th by the
Superior Stamp and Coin Co. of an unused
copy of No. 47 for $510 ($180). This copy
was fairly well, but not perfectly, centered.
Your Editor has been pointing out for some
years that considerably fewer unused copies
are known of No. 47 than of No. 15, so that
this new price does not seem unreasonable.
There are p:cbably less thati 5G unused
copies known of No. 47 and less than half
of these have gum. So do not turn down a
copy without gum if it should be offered to
you.
Florida Stamp Auctions (Bruce W. Ball)
sold on July 26th: No. 46 $33 ($45); 58,
used, $33 ($40); 67, used, $71 ($35); J4J6, $16 ($22).
Harmer, Rooke and Co. sold on Aug. 17th
Nos. C08-12, used, $170 ($165).
Robert A. Siegel offered the following on
Sept. 29th: No.1, P NAMA, $90 ($115);
3, $52 ($60); 3 on cover, $190 ($175);
lOa, $38 ($38); lIb, $48 ($60); 12c, $105
($110); 39f, $525 ($500); 31c, handmade
booklet pane of 6, $80 ($90); 67, fine, $100
($]40); 73a + 101d, $36 ($34); 76a, used,
faint crease, $500 ($850); 97b, $48 ($55);
115c, $32 ($22); C08-12, $180 ($165);
08, $150 ($110).
H. R. Harmer sold on Sept. 14th: 2,
single on cover, $125 ($200); 58, 59, $90
($115).
H. R. Harmer also offered the following
on Oct. 17: lOa, $26 ($38); lOb in block
of 12, $150 ($264); 12c. $75 ($110); 14b,
$55 ($85); 58-59, $80 ($115); 71d, $36
($45); 84b, $50 ($50).
Vahan Mozian sold the following on Oct.
14th: No. 12a in block of 4, $11 ($14);
16, sheet of 100, $30 ($35); 17, sheet of
100, $35 ($55); 22, ONE in block of 4, $8
($12); 24c, $72 ($125); 26, block of 4,
$10 ($13); 33a, $45 ($75); 71b in sheet of

Fort San Lorenzo, green, blue, brown and yellow., Issued July 14, 1971. Printed on
Giori Press.
'
Plate number: 171553.

Air Post Stamps
Regular Issue of 1929-1931
Scott Nos. Cl - C5
The regular stamps of the 1928 issue were first surcharged in 1929 to make four values
of a provisional air mail issue. The first seheduled service between Cristobal and Miami
started on Feb. 11, 1929 with a rate of 25¢ per half ounce. On Jan. I, 1930 this rate was
lowered to 20¢ per half ounce. Rates to other countries of 15¢, 25¢, 30¢, and 45¢ per half
ounce made the other denominations necessary.

Ten Cents on Fifty Cents, No. C4
Joseph C. Blackburn, lilac. Surcharge in black. Issued: Dec. 31, 1929. 130,000 copies
printed in three printings. 13,334 copies destroyed in 1932. Total issued: 116,666.
Plate numbers: 118119, 118120, 118121, 118122.
Variety:
1. Split surcharge, overprint shifted down. Bar and c split.

Fifteen Cents on One Cent, No. Cl
Maj. Gen. William C. Gorgas, green. Surcharge in dark blue. Type I: top stroke of 5
is straight with a vertical serif pointing up. Issued: April 1, 1929. Total issued: 100,000.
Plate numbers: 115180, 115181, 115182, 115183.

Fifteen Cents on One Cent, No. C2
Maj. Gen. William C. Gorgas, yellow green. Surcharge in dark blue. Type II: top
stroke of 5 is curved upwards and pointed, but without serif. Issued: March, 1931. 50,000
copies surcharged. 17,973 destroyed in 1932. Total issued: 32,027.
Plate numbers: 117180, 117181, 117182, 117183.
Copies are known with parts of the lower line of the surcharge missing.

Twenty Cents on Two Cents, No. C5
Maj. Gen. George W. Goethals, carmine. Surcharge in black. Issued: Dec. 31, 1929.
650,000 copies surcharged in seven printings. 11,605 copies destroyed in 1932. Total issued:
638,395.
Plate numbers: 115184, 115185, 115186, 115187.
a. Dropped 2 in surcharge (7,000).
Copies are known with the lower parts of the bars, 20, and c missing.

Twenty Five Cents on Two Cents, No. C3
Maj. Gen. George W. Goethals, carmine. Surcharge in dark blue. Issued: Jan. 11, 1929.
290,000 copies surcharged in five printings. 66,120 copies destroyed in 1932. Total issued:
223,880.
Plate numbers: 115184, 115185, 115]l86, 115187.
The surcharge is heavier and darker on some printings than on others.

Regular Series of 1931·1949
Scott Nos. C6 - C14
Nine values of a regular air mail series WElreissued between 1931 and 1949. The same
design was used for all values: a plane flying over a hill in the Gaillard Cut. These stamps
were printed by the United States Bureau of Engraving and Printing from 200 subject plates
and were issued in post office sheets of 50.

Four Cents, No. C6
Red violet. Issued: Jan. 3, 1949. Total issued: 525,000.
Plate number: 160314.
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Five Cents, No. C7
Yellow green. Issued: Nov. 18, 1931. Total issued: 9,988,800.
Plate numbers: 123578, 159148.
Variety:
1. Green.
A copy is known with a large ink smudge trailing behind the plane, "plane dripping
oil". Copies are known with large poorly printed areas.

Six Cents, No. C8
Yellow brown. Issued: Feb. 15, 1946. Total issued: 9,440,000.
Plate numbers: 158092, 150287, 150288, 160289.
A copy is known with partially imperforate bottom and left margins due to paper
crease.

Ten Cents, No. C9
Orange. Issued: Nov. 18, 1931. Total issued: 5,140,000.
Plate number: 123575.

Fifteen Cents, No. CI0
Blue. Issued: Nov. 18, 1931. Total issued: 11,961,500.
Plate numbers: 123576, 147635, 147636.
Variety:
1. Pale blue.

Twenty Cents, No. Cll
Red violet. Issued: Nov. 18, 1931. Total issued: 3,214,600.
Plate number: 123577.
Variety:
1. Deep violet.

Thirty Cents, No. C12
Rose lake. Issued: July 15, 1941. Total issued: 1,150,000.
Plate number: 146729.
Variety:
1. Dull rose.

Forty Cents, No. C13
Noy, 18,.193J. Total issued: 826,100.
Plate number: 123578.

Y.eHQw._T"SlJep:

Variety:
1. Lemon.
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100, $62, ($60). A block of 4 from the Third
Series with CANAL ZONE omitted sold for
$40. Our members are reminded that these
varieties of the third series are not listed in
the Scott catalogue for good reason. These
are printers waste taken from the printing
plant in Panama and never were inside a
Canal Zone post office (and probably have
never been inside the Zone) . They have
only nominal value when recognized as what
they are.
Robert A. Siegel sold on Oct. 16th No.
C08-12, used, $225 ($240).
Florida Stamp Auctions offered on Oct.
26th No. 4, block of 4 with plate number,
$18 ($25); 38-41, very good-fine, $9 ($11).
Earl P. L. Apfelbaum Inc. sold on Oct.
28th the following: No. 33a, $40 ($75);
52a, block of 4, $105 ($160); 72, block of
4, one broken L, $40; 81, $33 ($50).
H. R. Harmer sold on Nov. 16th an unused copy of No. 9d with comer crease and
some scraping, $270 ($1200).
Herman Herst offered on Dec. 15th a
number of moderate priced items plus one
unusual error: No. 115, block of 4, no overprint on front, but with lower stamps with
inverted overprint on back and upper
stamps with no overprint, $220. This block
is almost certainly due to a fold-over and
is probably from the sheet that produced
115a or 115b. No. 117a, booklet pane of
6, plate number on tab, $12; Cl-5, $28
($41); C2, plate block of 4, $80 ($130);
U2, .mint, UX3, uS'ld, $21 ($28); UCI,,-,
UC2a, $11 ($12); UX1, UX4, $20 ($19);
UX3-4, $35 ( $38) ; stationery collection,
$42 ($55).

One Dollar, No. CI4
Black. Issued: Nov. 18, 1931. Total issued: 406,000.
Plate number: 123579.
Copies are mown with horizontal white streaks across stamp due to paper crease before
printing. A copy is known with horizontal black line in color of printing ink across stamp.

Commemorative Issue of 1939
Scott Nos. CIS· C20
This set was issued to commemorate both the 10th anniversary of air mail service to the
Canal Zone and the 25th anniversary of the opening of the Panama Canal.

Five Cents, No. CIS
Two motored Douglas plane over Sosa Hill with the Pacific or Balboa approach to the
Canal in the background, greenish black. Issued: July 15, 1939. Total issued: 86,576.
Plate number: 141201.
Variety:
1. Black.

Ten Cents, No. CI6
Relief map of Central America and the Caribbean Islands with a two engine<!plane
headed south over the Pacific and a multimotored Clipper over the Atlantic headed toward
Florida, dull violet. Issued: July 15, 1939. Total issued: 117,644.
Plate number: 140993.

Fifteen Cents, No. C17
Four motored Clipper near Fort Amador, a small sailing craft in left foreground, and
one of the Panama Line's new vessels in the background with the whole scene framed by
the boles and fronds of coconut palms, light brown. Issued: July 15, 1939. Total issued:
883,742.
Plate number: 140994.
(Continued

Coil Plate Numbers
The last issue (Canal Zone Philatelist, Vol.
7, p. 33, 1971) reported that the 3¢ and 4¢
coils (Nos. 153 and 154) have the same
plate numbers. George Brett reports that he
described this many years ago in the United
States Specialist. Actually both denominations are on the same plate. All of one denomination is on one half of the plate and
all of the other denomination is on the other
half. He believes that a split ink fountain
was probably used which inked one half of
the plate in one color and the other half in
the other color. This would seem to imply
that equal numbers were printed of each
value. To date more than 400,000 more
copies have been issued of the 4¢ value than
of the 3¢, but the extra copies of the 3¢
may be in storage.

United States Flag
Last time we asked how many Canal
Zone stamps have the United States flag as
part of the design. The answer is that two
stamps show the United States flag. Number
148 has the flag on the center flag pole and
No. 150 has the flag after the word POSTAGE.

in next issue)
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Secretari s Report
Alfred R. Bew
29 S. South Carolina Ave.
Atlantic City, N. J. 08401
Members are requested to send in their
1972 dues if they have not already done so.
The following officers were unanimously
elected for 1972-1973: President, Richard H.
Salz; Vice President, George W. Stilwell;
Secretary, Alfred R. Bew; Treasurer, William R. Kuttner; Directors, George W. Brett,
James W. Brumbaugh, Dr. James B. Helme.
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Overprinted U. S. (Continued

from page 1)

However this theory can not explain all of
the known ZONE ZONE errors. The succeeding orders of the 5¢ stamp had been
received by Sept., 1926. If the stock on hand
in the vaults had been thoroughly examined,
any errors in these succeeding shipments
would have been located at that time. Furthermore copies of the ZONE ZONE error
of the 5¢ value were reported in philatelic
hands before Sept., 1926. The only conclusion that can be drawn is that the c~unt of
errors destroyed was inaccurate in some respect. Perhaps a few ordinary stamps
thought to be errors were destroyed or there
was a miscount in the 1250 copies of the 5¢
(try and count 1250 copies without making
a mistake). In any case approximately 10
copies of the 5¢ value are thought to be in
philatelic hands.
The remaining 5¢ errors all come from the
second printing which was first shipped on
March 22, 1926. The overprint was applied
by a 100 subject overprint form. On at least
some 8heets from the LR pane the slug with
the word CANAL was inverted in Pos. 7.
This stamp always has a straight edge at the
top as shown in Figure 2. Was this error

Figure 3. No. 86g. Vertical pair, one without overprint, other overprint inverted.

error: horizontal pair one without overprint.
The other stamps in this block show partial
overprints on the left vertical row. Position
11 has only the L of CANAL and the E of
ZONE; Pos. 21 thas the AL of CANAL and
the NE of ZOl'JE; Pos. 31 has tt.l.C N..J.L of
CANAL and ONE of ZONE. This block is
made up of 4 horizontal pairs which have
been rejoined. These pairs were obtained
from different sources over a period of years

Figure 2. No. 86b. CANAL inverted.

Warren P. Ware
'Warren P. Ware died on November 14,
1971 after a long illness. He was 85 years
old. He was widely known as an ardent
philatelist and was a life member of the
APS and SPA. He was an active member
of the Canal Zone Study Group and had
formed an extensive collection of the Canal
Zone. Many of our members will miss his
neatly written and informative letters.

corrected by the Bureau after part of the
printing was made? Are sheets known from
the LR pane, second printing, without this
error? Only about 25 copies are believed to
be in philatelic hands. If this error had occurred throughout the printing, it should be
much more common.
One LR pane with plate number 16393
was found with inverted overprint. The top
row of the sheet was without overprint and
the bottom margin was overprinted. A vertical pair with inverted overprint, one without overprint is shown in Figure 3. Ten pairs
exist of this variety. After these pairs were
removed from the sheet, there remained 80
copies with inverted overprint.
Another sheet from the LR pane with
plate number 16366 had an upward shift so
that the bottom row had ZONE only and
the other rows read ZONE CANAL. A vertical pair is shown in Figure 4.
A paper fold resulted in the stamp in Pos.
1 being without overprint on one sheet.
Figure 5 shows the only known copy of the
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Figure 4. Nos. 86e and 86f. ZONE CANAL
and ZONE only.

~.••

Plating the 1904-1906 Oveprints
Richard Salz points out a typographical
error in the list of broken letters for the second to sixth printings (Canal Zone Philatelist, Vol. 7, p. 24 (1971». In Pas. 37 the
broken second A should be listed as "ul"
instead of "11".Miller Hurt pointed out that
it is the first A that is broken in Pos. 75
(the identifying number was accidentally
omitted). He also points out that the description of the faint E in the fourth setting
in Pas. 68 is stated to be illustrated in Figure 1, but he can not find the figure. We ran
out of space and could not show the figure
with the article, but we do show it now.
Figure 6. Nos. 86h and 86e. CANAL only (upper left) and ZONE CANAL
(center and lower left).
before the block was reassembled. The top
pair was apparently detached to destroy
evidence that this error was caused by a
paper fold. Some years ago errors caused by
paper folds were considered of less importance than those resulting from other causes.
This point of view can not be maintained
for the very reason shown in this block.
When the top pair had been detached, there
was no longer any way to know that this
error was caused by a paper fold. Philatelically important blocks have been broken
up just for this senseless reason.
A certain number of sheets from the second printing were overprinted at. a slight
angle. A 'blo~k from s~ch-'~~h;~t ~i~~h~~n
in Figure 6. The upper left stamp has the
variety CANAL only and the two stamps
below it have the variety ZONE CANAL.
The remaining stamps in the block show
various split overprints. In such a block remember that it is the true ZONE CANAL
error only if no part of the overprint shows
from the adjoining stamp. For example, the
stamps from the second vertical row from
the left must be classified as split overprints.
(Continued in next issue)

Figure 6. No.9. Fourth setting. Faint E in
ZONE. Pos. 68.

Wanted
Canal Zone Covers
Figure 5. No. 86d. Horizontal pair, one
without overprint; partially printed overprints.

Scott No.4 through 130;

Christmas Seal

Forgeries

Cl through C31;

The 1971 Tuberculosis Association Christmas seal for the Canal Zone is in a vertical
format 'which shows the picture of a large
unidentified tree with golden leaves. Christmas seals have been issued each year since

The APS Expert Committee has passed
on a number of Canal Zone overprints during the past quarter. Among the forgeries
seen was a copy of No. 12e with PANAMA
inverted with forged overprints of both PANAMA and CANAL ZONE. A used copy of
the 5¢ value of the rotary press printing,
No. 103, was seen with forged overprint. It
is interesting that a forger would bother
with such a relatively low value stamp. The
same type may be used on other United
States overprinted issues. A copy of No. 91
was submitted as the CANAL only error.
Actually it was a copy that originally had
the overprint somewhat displaced and the
bottom of the stamp with ZONE had been
cut off to give the appearance of a straight
edge. Several different copies have been
seen which have been mutilated in.this same
manner.

1961.

Panama Railroad
Miller Hurt submits a copy of the schedule of the Panama railroad in 1857. The 49
mile trip from Aspinwall to Panama took
two hours and tickets were priced at $25
(a very high fare for those days). There was
one train each way per day plus additional
trains when steamships arrived. A regular
train left each end of the line at 9: 00 AM
each day.
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Jl through }24.
Also earlier stationery

Send by insured mail or list

RICHARD F. POTTER
CZSG 351
423 West Street
Middletown, Conn. 06457

President's Message (Continued from page 1)
The publishing of this definitive work
brings up the subject of expense. Possibly
by becoming a non-profit organization any
donations or contributions, over and above
the regular membership fee, would be tax
deductible to the donor. This is possibly one
way to provide funds for the printing and
publishing of the "Canal Zone Handbook."
If there are any law-members in our ranks
who are familiar with the procedures involved would they please contact either the
Editor or _this writer.
The annual meeting of the CZSG will be
held in San Francisco, California on April
29, 1972. This will be in conjunction with
WESTPEX '72. At the past four yearly gettogethers held in San Francisco we have had
from eighteen to thirty participants, mostly
Califomians. At this coming meeting we
hope to be able to extend a warm and hospitable welcome to members who live east
of the Sierra Nevada.

Postage Due Errors
There seems to be no question that the
Type V overprints on the 1¢ 1915 postage
due, Scott No. J4a and J4b are forgeries and
should be deleted from the catalogue. Contemporary writers on the Canal Zone do
not mention these varieties. The type is similar, but not identic~l, to that on the Type V~
overprints which first appeared in 1920.
Yet only one shipment of No. J4 was prepared by the American Bank Note Company
in 1915, five full years before the Type V
stamps were first printed. The shade of the
basic stamp for these varieties is blackish
brown, a decidedly different shade than the
olive brown of No. J4. Furthermore the paper of the variety is grayish instead of white.
The cancel on J4b differs in detail from
known Canal Zone cancels. For stamps of
an issue which had only a single printing,
it is impOSSibleto have had some of the
stamps printed with a different overprint
type on a basic stamp with a different shade
and printed on a different paper. Someone
was deceived by these forgeries years ago
when they were listed in the catalogue, but
we should stop perpetuating the mistake.
These are forgeries of no value whatsoever.

was one die used for each of the long envelopes and two dies for each of the short
envelopes. The die numbers are not available at this time. The distinguishing features
of the two dies used for the short envelopes
are as follows:
Airmail envelopes. The tail bracket is
heavily inked on one and very lightly inked
on the other.

cut the 1st pane shows a short vertical bar
at the bottom of the margin and the 2nd
pane shows a longer black bar at the top of
the margin. In addition the plate is divided
into an upper and lower half by five narrow
horizontal black bars that run-between the
lOth and 11th horizontal rows of panes.
These black bars are normally cut off when
cutting the panes. However, five badly cut
booklet panes of the 1l¢ value have been
found which show part of these horizontal
black bars at the top of the pane.

Regular 8¢ envelopes. The top right hand
comer of the frame is square on one and
somewhat rounded on the other. The point
of land directly opposite the 8¢ is larger and
more rounded on one than on the other.

Printed Albums
Two printed albums are available for
Canal Zone stamps. In each case they provide spaces for the major numbers without
any of the errors. The Scott specialty albums
have been available for many years and include a set of pages for Canal Zone stamps.
These can be purchased as part of the set
for" U. S. Administration". The Washington
Press has just issued an album for singles of
each Canal Zone major variety. It is well
illustrated and written-up according to their
usual high standards. The pages complete
for singles can be obtained from your dealer
at $2.65.

Air Mail Booklet Panes
The layout of the plate for the 10¢ and
11¢ booklet panes has been supplied by
Col. Robert A. Stevens. The plates have ten
panes across and twenty panes down. The
olive or orange vertical bar that appears in
the left hand margin of some of the panes
occurs opposite the 14th pane in the first
vertical row on the left of the plate. A vertical black bar of the same length occurs
between the 1st and 2nd panes in the first
vertical row on the left. When the panes are

BUYER?

SELLER?

If you intend to purchase - or to offer for sale a
"Specialized" Collection or individual stamps .•.
SELECT THE PUBLIC AUCTION

~Spt~UdIg Jtf nr ~pttbdisf~~

SCHIFF AUCTIONS FEATURE SPECIAL SECTIONS OF:
SINGLES, BLOCKS, PLATE BLOCKS, SCARCE NUMBERS, COILS & BOOKLETS,
COVERS & FIRST DAY COVERS, FREAKS & ERRORS, WHOLESALE LOTS,
& COLLECTIONS OF:

U.S., U.N., CANAL ZONE and FOREIGN STAMPS
BUYERS:

BID BY PHONE, BY MAIL, OR IN PERSON
NO CHARGE FOR EXECUTING BIDS
REQUEST OUR NEXT AUCTION CATAWG.
REMIT 25c (5Oc 1st CLASS MAIL)
OR $1.00 FOR CATALOGUE AND PRICES REALIZED.
SELLERS:

OUR COMMISSIONIS ONLY 20% OF THE PRICE REALIZEDNO. LO'ITING CHARGES.
PLEASE CONTACT US BEFORE SENDING STAMPS.

WE ALSO PURCHASE OUTRIGHT
New Envelopes
The initial amounts received of the new
regular envelopes according to Hugh Cassibry is: 200,000 of the 11¢ short envelopes;
120,000 of the 11¢ long envelopes; 160,000
of the 8¢ short envelopes; 160,000 of the 8¢
long envelopes. These envelopes were manufactured by the U. S. Envelope Co. and
should meet the postage requirements of the
Canal ZOIle for at least one year. There

"HOW

TO PARTICIPATE

IN A STAMP AUCTION"

2nd Edition - 20-page ~ooklet
Prepared to Assist Buyers or Sellers - 25 ¢

~atque.&

Qt. ~t4ifff

536 West ll1th

Tel: (212) 662.2777
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Street, New York, N.Y. 10025
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