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Starting a Canal Zone Collection
By Gilbert N. Plass

Many collectors are deciding to start a Canal Zone collection attracted by the beautiful
designs, an extremely conservative new issue policy, and the challenge of the many overOur second election under the Bylaws
print varieties and errors of the past. These stamps are issued by an agency of the United
will soon be with us. As I look back I think
States government and belong in every United States collection. They have been sold for
that I have written more of these messages
United States currency since 1904.
than I should have. Your Editor, however,
which were sold for Panamian silver curMost new collectors begin by attempting
is the one who has worked the hardest of
to
obtain
a
complete
collection
of
the
major
rency; the 10 centavo stamp was the equivaany; if I have one parting message, it is
lent of 5 cents.
numbers listed in the catalogue. They may,
simply to give him a hand often.
depending on their preferences, choose to
The collector has to relax his condition
The Canal Zone Postal Service is also a
c:Jllect only unused or only used stamps or
standards
for many of these older stamps.
well run entity and deserves more publically
perhaps to mix them together. A few may
A complete collection of Canal Zone does
expressed thanks than has been given to it.
attempt to obtain each number in both
n:Jt exist in very fine condition with undisI think that we have taken both the Editor
unused and used condition.
turbed (and perhaps unhinged) gum on all
and the Postal Service too much for granted.
First let us discuss the formation of an
the stamps. Because of the tropical condiSo how about giving both of them a smile
unused collection of the major numbers. All
tions the gum on the stamps tended to stick
now and then?
of the regular postage stamp issues since
to the interleaving
between
the sheets.
_ b.s 1 leave thh",-pQsition, !lt~CZSG)5 in-.. 1-928 can readilY be- -obtainell~ in- ve.ry-:,,-Bne- ~oned-"-'-guln--'~ is COlllInOlf on sonle- issues;
good shape in some respects and in others
condition. It is a little harder to find some of
Stamps from a few issues such as Nos. 18
there is room for improvement. Your new
the airmails, but the collector should have
and 19. are unknown with undistrubed gum.
President may be able to take a hand on
no difficulty in eventually completing these.
Do not let this be a barrier, but obtain the
some of them, especially with your help.
Some of the official stamps are the rarest
best copy that you can of each stamp.
Basically we are an information gathering
modem Canal Zone stamps. The collector
Unquestionably
the three key stamps to
and disseminating association and we have
soon discovers that it is very difficult to
a complete unused collection of Canal Zone
not concerned ourselves with politics. Neverobtain copies of Scott Nos. C08-12 and 08
are Nos. 15, 47, and 67. Copies of No. 15
theless if a new treaty should develop beand that they are only available in used conare offered at auction fairly often and can
tween the U. S. and Panama, it could effect
dition. Probably the only practical way to
be obtained at the current price. One word
our collecting, perhaps drastically. Any efobtain these stamps is to study the auction
of caution for the novice. This stamp has
fort at finishing the third set of locks or of
catalogues and to bid on the occasional
been extensively counterfeited;
always obputting through a new canal could also make
copies that are offered. Only 2,000 complete
tain an expert certificate when you purchase
collecting changes. The possibilities are with
sets of C08-12 and 1,000 copies of 08 were
it. The original printing of this stamp was
us for anything but the status quo.
printed.
400 copies. In spite of the catalogue price, it
In our collecting activities our biggest
The overprinted issues on United States
is my opinion that the scarcest Canal Zone
problem, outside of trying to find the items
stamps, Nos. 70-104 can be found in very
stamp in unused condition is No. 47 folthat we want (and being able to pay for
fine condition, but the collector will have to
lowed closely by No. 67. The number of
them!), is one to which we must always be
exercise some patience. Nos. 81 and 94 are
copies of these in the hands of collectors
alert: counterfeiting
of the overprints. It
the key stamps of this set. The correspondcan only be guessed. The new overprint
may be necessary to meet this problem hard
ing postage dues, Nos. JI2-20, are more
type
for No. 47 was not recognized at the
on one of these days instead of "sweeping it
difficult to find in satisfactory condition. The
time of issuence and very few copies were
under the rug."
only other Canal stamps overprinted
on
saved. Most of the copies were burned in
United States stamps are Nos. 4-8 and JI-3.
Best wishes to my successor and to all of
19.37. These stamps are offered at auction
These stamps issued in 1904 are found in
you. Thanks to all the good people who have
very much less frequently than are examples
most dealers' stocks, although the percenthelped on committees and otherwise to make
of No. 15 and should be purchased whenage of very fine copies is naturally smaller
our bunch the helpful organization that it is.
ever offered at any reasonable price. Probon stamps of this age. No. J3 is a rare stamp
ably half of the known unused copies of
and there are few very fine copies.
No. 47 are without any gum. Althougp not
The remaining Canal Zone stamps are
United States Flag
as desirable as copies with gum, do not turn
overprinted on stamps of Panama, but I all
down a purchase of No. 47 for this reason.
What Canal Zone stamps have the United
were sold for United States currency at the
It is also difficult to find very fine unused
rate of 1 centavo = 1 cent and 1 balboa =
States flag as part of the design? We will
give the answer in the next issue.
1 dollar. The only exception was Nos. 1 - 3
(Continued on page 34)
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The Canal Zone Study Group

Editorial
by Giibert N. Plass
There are two basic misconceptions about
Canal Zone stamps which I find among collectors. The first is that the issues before
1924 are foreign issues and that they do not
really belong in a United States collection.
This misconception arises because most of
these issues are overprinted on the stamps
of Panama. However, all Canal Zone stamps
from No. 1 were issued by an agency of the
United States government. The first issue
was sold in Panamian currency, but all
stamps from No.4 on have been sold at the
post office only for United States currency.
From Nos. 9 to 69 the stamps marked in
centavos were sold for the same amount in
U. S. cents aad the stamps marked one balboa were sold for one U. S. dollar. These
stamps belong in every complete United
States collection. It is strange how U. S. collectors have neglected their possessions compared to British collectors who have always
been enthusiastic about the stamps of the
old British Empire.
The second common misconception is that
many of the overprint errors are not legitimate issues and were made to order for
collectors. This probably arises because of
the large number of such errors that exist.
The truth is that all except a handful of the
errors are genuine printers errors which
escaped the rigorous inspection systems of
the American Bank Note Co., the Isthmian
Canal Commission Press (Mt. Hope), and

Detailed I List of Canal Zone Stamps
By Gilbert N. Plass
(Continued

from

page 28 of last issue)

I

Thirty Cents, No. 113

I

Sydney B. Williamson, brown black. Issued: April 5, 1940. Total issued to June 1,
I
1971: 1,990,000.
Plate number: 141629.
Varieties:
I
1. Wet printing. Brown black. Yellow gum.
2. Dry printing. BlJck. White gum.

Fifty Cents, No. 114
Senator Joseph C. S. Blackburn, lilac. Issued: July 1, 1929. Total issued to June 1,
1971: 4,373,600.
Plate numbers: 118119, 118120, 118121, 118122 ,121517.
Varieties:
1. Wet printing. Lilac. Yellow gum.
2. Dry printing. Rose lilac. White gum.

Overprinted Issue of 1933
Scott No. 115-116
United States stamps oVlrprinted with Type B, sharp A. Perforated 11 x 10%.

Three Cents, No. 115

George Washington, deep violet. Issued: Jan. 14, 1933. Total issued.: 3,150,000.
A. First printing. Single copies can not usually be identified by printing. Total issued:
1,050,000.
Plate numbers: 20934,20950.
B. Second printing. Total issued: 525,000.
Plate numbers: 21000, 21001.
C. Third printing. Total issued: 525,000.
Plate numbers: 20932, 20933, 20954, 20959, 20960. It is not known how these
plate numbers were divided between the third and fourth printings.
D. Fourth printing. Total issued: 1,050,000.
Plate numbers: see tlurd printing.
a. ZONE only.
I
b. CANAL only. (1)
c. Booklet pane of six, handmade, perforated margins.
Other varieties:
I
1. Split overprint. Overprint shifted horizontally with CANAL and ZONE split or
with CANAL onty split.
I

Fourteen Cents, No. 116 I

American Indian, dark blue. Issued: Jan. 14, 1933. Total issued: 104,800.
Plate numbers: 20549, 20550.
a. ZONE CANAL (froni a sheet with the overprint at a slight angle; entire overprint
must be on one starr/p to be this variety). (16)
Other varieties:
1. 'Split overprint.jOverprint ~hifted vertically with CANAL split; from sheet
with ZONE CANAL errors.
2. Strong offset of overprint on back.

Three Cents, No. 117

I

Goethals Issue, 1934

General George W. Goethals, deep violet. Issued: Aug. 15, 1934. Perforate 11. The first
day date was the twentieth anniversary of the opening of the Panama Canal to traffic. Total
issued to June 1, 1971: 30,014,400.
Plate numbers: 129223, 129224.
a. Booklet pane of six,limperforate margins.
b. Booklet pane of six, handmade, perforated margins.
Other varieties:
1. Wet printing. Red violet; light red violet. Yellow gum.
2. Dry printing. Deep violet. White gum.
3. Horizontal perforations through center of stamp.
4. Imperforate bottbm margin, due to paper fold.
Various freak perforatiohs are known including an imperforate bottom margin, but
with diagonal perforations. Copies are knowll with large ink smudges in the color of the
stamp. Copies are known that were creased before printing and that show large white areas
through design when opened up. Booklet panes are known that are badly miscut showing
the next stamp up to the firstlA in CANAL.
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Fractional Values, 1939
Scott No. 118-119
A two line horizontal black overprint was applied to sheets of 100. TJlJetype style
was different from any other that has been used on Canal Zone stamps. Issued in sheets of
I
100, perlorated 11 x 1072.
I

One-hall Cent, No. 118

Benjamin Franklin, red orange. Issued: Sept. 1, 1939. Total issued: 993,643.
A. First printing. The stamps from the earlier printings have a slightly !darker shade.
It is not possible to separate most single stamps by printings. Total shipped:
210,000.
Plate numbers: 2188.5,21887.
B. Second printing. Total shipped: 200,000.
Plate numbers: 21888, 21889.
C. Third printing. Total shipped: 200,000.
Plate numbers: 21889, 21900.
D. Fourth printing. Total shipped: 210,000.
Plate numbers: 22470, 22471.
E. Fifth printing. Total shipped: 210,000.
I
Plate numbers: 22470, 22471, 22898, 22899.
Stamps from the fourth and fifth printing have closely spaced parallel vertical lines on
the gum.
Varities:
1. 'Strong offset of overprint on back.
2. CANAL ZONE 0.8 mm below horizontal line for row.
A number of broken letters are known including broken C (Pos. 13); broken 0 (Pos.
72); broken C and Z (Pos. 79); broken Z (Pos. 84, 85); lower serif of Z missing (Pos. 96).
Sheets from the fourth and fifth printings have electric eye markings.

One and One-haH Cents, No. 119

I

Martha Washington, bistre brown. Issued: Sept. 1, 1939. Total issued: l,n9,991.

A. First printing. The stamps from the first three printings are a darke~ brown than
those from the fourth printing. It is not possible to identify most single stamps as
I
to printings. Total shipped: 210,000.
Plate numbers: 21878, 21879, 21881, 21882.
B. Second printing. Total shipped: 200,000.
Plate numbers: 21877, 21884.
C. Third printing. Total s..lllpr-e.d~J?DO,OOO.
Plate numbers: 21934, 21937, 22077, 22078, 22079, 22080, 22173, 22174.
22646, 22876, 22877.
D. Plate
Fourthnumbers:
printing.22464,22466,
Total issued: 22634,
525,000.
I
Variety:
1. Split overprint. CANAL ZONE shifted to left; C of CANAL split.
The same broken letters occur as on the Y:?i' stamp. Sheets from the fourth printing
have electric eye markings.

Opening of Panama Canal Issue of 1939
Scott No. 120-135
A set of sixteen regular postage stamps were issued on Aug. 15, 1939 to commemorate
the 25th anniversary of the opening of the Panama Canal to ship traffic. The designs occur
in pairs starting with the lowest value and show the same scene before and after the opening of the Canal. The stamps were printed from flat plates with 200 subjects and were
divided into post office panes of 50 which were perforated 11 on all sides.

One Cent, No. 120

Forgeries

Balboa, before, yellow green. Total issued: 1,019,482.
Plate number: 141006.

Several new forgeries have appeared on
the market recently. An excellent forgery
of No. 9d, used, with double overprint has
been seen. Also the first forgery of No. 97d
with ZONE only has been reported. All
overprint varieties about which there can
be any question should be sent to the
American Philatelic Expertization Service,
P. O. Box 800, State College, Pa. 16801 for
a certificate. Qualified members of the
CZSG study all items submitted. The fee is
only $3 for APS members and $5 for nonmembers for each item with a value of $500
or less. Obtain a form from the service before sending in any items.

Two Cents, No. 121
Balboa, after, rose carmine. Total issued: 227,065.
Plate number: 141181.

Three Cents, No. 122
Gaillard Cut, before, purple. Total issued: 2,523,735.
Plate numbers: 141500, 141501.

Five Cents, No. 123
Gaillard Cut, after, dark blue. Total issued: 460,213.
Plate number: 141096.

Six Cents, No. 124
Bas Obispo, before, red orange. Total issued: 68,290.
Plate number: 141007.
(Continued

the Bureau of Engraving and Printing. We
must remember that all Canal Zone stamps
from 1904 to 1928 were made by overprinting and that some overprinted stamps continued in use until 1948. It was inevitable
that errors were made in overprinting such
large numbers of stamps over so many years.
Certainly no one can accuse our Bureau of
Engraving and Printing of deliberately creating errors. Yet a glance at the catalogue
shows that there are as many Canal Zone
errors during the period that the stamps
were printed by the Bureau as there are in
the earlier issues. Actually both the American Bank Note Company and the Mt. Hope
press always had the highest standards.
The only exceptions to these statements
are a possible mere handful of errors, a few
forgeries or essays which are listed as errors
(see the review of the 1972 Scott catalogue), and the stamps of the first issue. As
far as the first issue is concerned no one can
prove whether or not the men handstamping
this issue made errors on purpose or by mistake. It does seem strange that four entire
sheets were overprinted with CANAL
ZONE inverted. On the other hand there is
no evidence to show that this was done on
purpose. These stamps were sold at the post
office, many of the errors were used for
p3stage at the time, and have become accepted by collectors.
The rest of the errors from No.9 on are
genuine printing errors. They were not
printed on purpose or to order. However,
there can be no doubt that certain favored
people looked O-\lerthe stock of new stamps
when it arrived at the Canal Zone post office
and purchased or allowed their friends to
purchase any errors which they found. Bliss
and Coveleski were among the people who
had inside connections and obtained errors
in this manner. These are still legitimate
errors since they were in the Canal Zone
post office and were sold by it. It is strange
that the three major Canal Zone errors of
the Panama overprint period, Nos. 23g, 31a,
and 40a (the inverted centers and wrong
head), were not noticed either by anyone in
the post office or by the purchaser, since
these are unknown in unused condition.

on page 32)
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Auctions
Only a small number of auction sales with
Canal Zone stamps have been held since our
last report. Some of the more important
items sold are listed below. We list first the
Scott catalogue number, followed by the
price realized and the catalogue price in
parenthesis as listed in the auction catalogue.
All items are unused unless mentioned otherwise. Serious defects are specifically mentioned. All prices have been rounded to the
nearest dollar.
On June lIth, H. R. Harmer sold No. 15
with PANAMA 16 mm long, $525 ($650);
39c, $50 ($42); 61d in horizontal pair, $150
( $126); 85a in block of 9, perforations
touch, $135 ($135); 86a in block of 12,
$160 ($160); C08-12, used, $170 ($165).
On July 13th, Robert A. Siegel sold a copy
of No. 15, used with closed tear, $360
( $550). Only 4 or 5 used copies are believed to be known.
On Aug. lIth, Vahan Mozian sold No. 2
on cover, $160 ($150); 3 on cover, $170
($175); 12b in block of 4, $18 ($14); 18
P NAMA in block of 4, $50 ($64); 19, PANAMA up and down in block of 4, $25 ($20);
24c, $75 ($125); 33a, block of 4, fine, $120
($300).

Detailed

List-(Continuedl

from page 31)

BasCents,
ObiSpo,
after,
black. ITotal issued: 71,235.
Seven
No.
125
Plate number: 141008.

Eight Cents, No. 126

I
Gatum Locks, before, gnien. Total issued: 41,576.
Plate number; 1410~9.

Ten Cents, No. 127

I

Eleven Cents, No. 128

I

Gatum Locks, after, ultramarine. Total issued: 83,571.
Plate number: 141097.
Canal Channel, before, 9lue green. Total issued; 34,010.
Plate number: 141624.

Twelve Cents, No. 129
Canal Channel, after, br~wn carnline. Total issued; 77,735.
Plate number: 141098.

Fourteen Cents, No. 130
Gamboa, before, dark violet, Total issued: 37,365.
Plate number: 141099.

Fifteen Cents, No. 131
Gamboa, after, olive green. Total issued: 105,058.
Plate number: 141239.

Eighteen Cents, No. 132
Pedro Miguel Locks, before, rose pink. Total issued: 39,255.
Plate number: 141240.

Twenty Cents, No. 133
Pedro Miguel Locks, aftlfr, brown. Total issued: 100,244.
Plate number: 141100.

Twenty Five Cents, No. 134
Gatun Spillway, before, orange. Total issued: 34,283.
Plate number: 1412,1n.

1972 Scott Catalogue
Volume I of the 1972 Scott Catalogue
which lists Canal Zone stamps is now available in its new flexible binding. The price of
a complete collection of major Canal Zone
numbers has increased 14% over last year
and 334% over the last 10 years. However,
most of the increases are in the stamps issued before 1924. There are very few price
changes in the United States overprinted
issues. The price of a complete collection of
major numbers is shown in Table 1. We have
included in this tabulation one unused copy
of each major variety in the catalogue including airpost, postage due, and official
stamps. The used price was taken for those
officialstamps which are priced only in used
condition.
Except for the first issue, there have been
very few price changes for the errors and
varieties. A collection of each variety which
is given a catalogue number followed by a
small letter (errors and minor varieties) and
given a price in the Scott catalogue is shown
in Table II. The unused price is taken in
each case, unless only a used price is given.
Prices for 1971 have been adjusted to include only the same varieties as are priced
in the new catalogue, so that the figures are
truly comparable. For previous years the
percentage increases shown may not check
exactly with the totals given because of these
adjustments for stamps priced in one catalogue, but not in the other. The calculated
percentage increases are correct for all
stamps priced in both catalogues.

Fifty Cents, No. 135

I

Gatun Spillway, after, violet brown. Total issued: 91,576.
Plate number: 141512.

Regular Issue of 1946-1949
Scott No. 136-140
Five stamps were addedl to the regular series from 1946 to 1949. Three of these were
new values, while new designs were introduced for the 2¢ and 5¢ values. The plates contained 400 subjects. The printed sheets were divided into post office panes of 100, perforated 11 on all sides.

One-hall Cent, No. 136
Maj. Gen. George W. Davis, orange red. Issued: Aug. 16, 1948. Total issued: 1,020,000.
Plate number: 160139.

One and One-half Cents'iNo. 137

Governor Charles E. Magoon, chocolate. Issued: Aug. 16,1948. Total issued: 1,665,000.
Plate number: 160140.

Two Cents, No. 138
Theodore Roosevelt, rose carmine. Issued: Oct. 27, 1947. Total issued to June 1, 1971:
5,325,000.
Plate number: 160822.
Varieties:
1. Wet printing. Deep rose carmine. Yellow gum.
2. Dry printing. Rose carmine. White gum. The designs of all dry printings are
slightly larger than those from wet printings, due to greater paper shrinkage
in the latter.
I
3. Imperforate top margin, due to paper fold.

Five Cents, No. 139
John F. Stevens, deep blue. Issued: April 25, 1946. Total issued to June 1, 1971:
6,160,000.
Plate number: 158038.
I
Varieties:
1. Wet printing. Deep blue. Yellow gum.
2. Dry printing. Dark blue. White gum.
Copies are known with partly imperforate upper margin due to freak perforations from
I
paper fold.
(Continued
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in next issue)

Tabh I. Major Varieies
Scott Catalogue Catalogue
Percentage
Year
Price
Increase
1962
$ 676
1968
1392
1969
1569
13%
1970
2059
31%
1971
2581
25%
1972
2936
14%
Table II. Minor Varieties
Scott Catalogue Catalogue
Percentage
Year
Price
Increase
1968
$28,632
1969
9%
31,271
1970
29%
39,603"
1971
28%
54,463"
1972
3%
55,238
"adjusted

Figure 1. No. 102a. Handmade booklet pane of six from complete booklet with two panes.
Black mark at right is not a defect, but shadow from device to hold bo<jklet open for
photography.
Almost all of the first issue stamps and
their varieties are increased in price in the
new catalogue. No. lc goes from $850 to
$1500 (one copy known); Ie is priced used
for the first time at $1750 (one copy
known)-; but stran1;ely'is nut-price llllused
(one copy also known); 3c is increased from
$1200 to $1500 (one used and one unused
copy known). Nos. 4-8 increase from $87
to $92. Between Nos. 21 and 67 the prices
of alnlost all major numbers have been increased. No. 47 increases from $150 to $180.
This stamp is still underpriced unused, since
it is scarcer in unused condition than No. 15.
No. 48 is increased from $125 to $150. No.
58 goes up from $65 to $75. No. 57 is increased from $18 to $25. No. 67, which is
very difficult to find in very fine unused condition, increases from $140 to $150 and is
still underpriced. There is a deserved increase from $165 to $240 for No. C08-12
used. Most of the postage dues between Nos.
Jl-11 receive increases. The very scarce No.
08 used is increased from $110 to $150.
No. 157a, the Thatcher Ferry Bridge error,
is priced for the first time at $2000.
As usual Scott has done an excellent job
in both listing the many Canal Zone varieties
and in pricing them. It is inevitable that
there is room for improvement in anything
as complicated as our Canal Zone listings.
Some of the prices which seem out of line
to your Editor include No. 31a. 1¢ Balboa
with inverted center and overprint, at $2850.
The two very fine copies of this error have
not been sold at auction in recent years, if
ever. A third known copy, badly creased and
with part of design missing sold for $550 at
auction in 1969, which is probably the rea-

son for this low catalogue vahke. This stamp
is one of the four major Can~1 Zone errors.
Since about eight copies are known of 23g
and 40a and fifty copies of 157a, it is clear
that this major error with three known copies
is gTossly underpriced. No. 8Tb (one copy
known) seems too low at $475 compared to
No. 87a at $1500 (approximately 5 copies
known). Some of the prices for the postage
due errors seem to make no sense: Jlla,
$175 (one copy known); Jllb, $200 (one
copy known); J17c, $400 (2 copies known);
J21a, $500 (5 copies known). Surely the
first three should be increased in price.
There seems to be no reason for the omission
of prices on Nos. 12e, 27a, and 30b. Several
copies of No. 12e have been sold at auction
in the last few years. No 27a should have
the same price as· 27b as the same number
of copies are known; the same is true of No.
30a and 30b.
No. 61£ is priced much too low at $135 as
this is one of the two scarcest non-error
booklet panes of the Canal Zone. A copy
with slight defects sold at auction this past
year at $360. The price of $25 for No. 102a
is ridiculous. This booklet pane is probably
even scarcer than No. 61£. Most Canal Zone
collectors have never even seen a copy. Your
Editor receives several letters every year
questioning the existence of this variety.
Only one copy has been offered at auction
in the last ten years according to our records.
In order to prove that it does exist, we show
in Fig. 1 a pane of 6 in a complete unexploded booklet which contains
two panes
I
of 6.

I

There are a few listed errors which should
be deleted from the catalogue. No Canal
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Zone collector has ever seen a copy of No.
20c, since its alleged discovery at the time
of issue. It is very doubtful that this variety
ever existed. No genuine copy of No. 23h is
known and its listing is an error. No genuine
copy of No. 89a has ever been recorded; this
was either a forgery or a copy of No. 116a
which was incorrectly identified. Since no
split or misplaced overprints are known on
No. 89, it is most improbable that such a
variety could have occurred.
Four varieties that should certainly be deleted from the catalogue are No. 62b, 62c,
J4a, J4b. These are probably outright forgeries and at best are essays. There is no
evidence whatsoever that these were in a
Canal zone-pOst office~the overprint type'is
completely different from that of any genuine Canal Zone issue. The used copies of
No. J4b are canceled with a postmark that
differs in certain details from the genuine
one.
I am sure that the Editors will continue to
improve the Canal Zone listings so that they
continue to be the best available. By comparison the prices in the Minkus catalogue
are completely out of touch with the market
and the listing in Stanley Gibbons (London)
catalogue includes only a fraction of the
major varieties on a seemingly random basis.

Coil Plate Numbers
The same plate numbers were used on the
plates of both the 3¢ Goethals coil and the
4¢ Administration Building coil. Plate numbers 167592 and 167593 were used for Scott
No. 153 and the same identical two plate
numbers were used for No. 154. This amazing fact has been verified by Hugh Cassibry
who has checked the imperforate sheets in
the vault of the Canal Zone government.
How could the same plate number have
been used for two completely different designs and denominations? It is very difficult
to see how the Bureau of Engraving and
Printing could have made such a mistake.
Those with access to the records of the Bureau might find this an interesting story to
investigate further.

I
Geoffrey Brewster, ~. O. Box 5152,
Atiz. 850110
469 H. Phoenix,
W. Armstrong, Box 3305, Indiatlantic, Fla. 32903
470 James E. Noll, P. O. Box 23166-E,
San Diego, Calif. 92123
451

Resigned
265 Clifford L. Allen
310 Robert C. Masters
371 Daniel C. Olsen
413 Terence M. Hines

Dropped for Non-payment of

Dues

201 Thomas Broughham
312 R. J. VIdaurri
335 Dr. Raymond E. Lawton
381 Brian Fulton
445 Robert Scogin

Deceased
195 L. D. Valkenburgh

Starting a Collection(Continued

from page 29)

copies of No. 67. Copies without gum or
off-center are found more often.
Other early stamps which are difficult to
find are Nos. 1 - 3 (which should only be
bought with an expert certificate) and Nos.
46, 48, and 58 - 59. Although not high
priced some of the Type IV and Type V
uverprints

arc also uifficult to find. The

postage dues overprinted on Panama stamps
are hard to locate.
Some collectors attempt to obtain all of
the major Canal Zone numbers in used condition. This is a more difficult task than
completing an unused collection, especially
if very fine condition is wanted. Most of the
stamps issued since 1928 can be obtained
readily. However, there are some surprises.
For example, both the regular and airmail
anniversary issue of 1939 are frequently
found with the first day cancels, but try and
find a set with ordinary cancels. Some values
are almost impossible to find in very fine
condition. Also some of the airmails of the
regular issues are hard to find with regular
cancels.
Most of the overprinted United States
stamps can be found in used condition. A
few values such as Nos. 81 and 94 are very
hard to find with a light cancel on a well
centered stamp without defects.
Many of the overprinted Panama issues
can be found more readily in used than in
unused condition. However, there are some
notable exceptions. Nos. 58 and 59 are very
hard to find in very fine condition. On the
other hand used copies of No. 47 and 67 are
much easier to find than unused. The key to
a used Canal Zone collection is No. 15. It is
believed that only 4 or 5 used copies exist
of this stamp and most of these have defects. Obviously most collectors have to be
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satisfied with an unused example of this
stamp.
Some collectors may attempt to complete
Canal Zone in unused blocks of four. Obviously the stamps which are difficult to obtain as unused singles are considerably
more difficult to obtain in blocks of four.
Blocks of four of No. 15 are offered at
auction fairly often and can be purchased
by anyone willing to spend the required
sum. The number of blocks of four of No.
67 in existence is not known, but the number in very fine condition must be very
small. The rarest major Canal Zone nun1ber
in blocks of four is No. 47. It is believed
that only four blocks exist, so again only a
few collectors can complete such a collection.
At least one collector has been attempting
a collection of used blocks of four. It is
possible witl1 patience to obtain all of the
numbers from 1924 to the present. However,
almost any used block of a stamp issued before 1924 is scarce and no one has been able
to complete such a collection. It is doubtful
if No. 15 exists as a used block of four.
As a collector completes the major numbers of Canal Zone, he usually acquires
some overprint errors and varieties. A number of these can be obtained at quite reasonable prices. Perhaps the most easily obtainable error is No. 91c with a ZONE CANAL
overprint. Other striking errors which can
be obtained at modest cost are No. 22 with
double overprint, No. 3ge with botl1 inverted center and inverted overprint, No.
71b with ZONE inverted and ~Jo. 71d \vith

ZONE CANAL. These and other Canal
Zone errors can be added to tl1e collection
as the opportunity affords. There is no need
to worry about completeness here, as no one
will ever have a complete collection of
Canal Zone errors. There are too many errors tl1at are unique or exist in from 2 to 10
copies. Many of tl1eseare still selling at very
low prices considering the small number in
existence. As just one example, No. 91b
with CANAL only catalogues at $70 in spite
of tl1e fact that only 10 copies are known.
There are many other similar examples.
The price of many of the errors should
not be adjusted downward because of poor
centering, tropical gun1or even more serious
defects. In many cases where 10 or fewer
copies of an error are known, all of the
known copies came from a single sheet. If
this sheet were badly off center or had
tropical gum, obviously all copies of the
error are in the same condition. In fact for
some errors a test for genuiness is whether
the perforations cut tl1e design. If the stamp
is well centered, it is a forgery. Naturally
one can obtain various grades of condition
for the errors that come from many different
sheets. The collection of Canal Zone errors
is a fascinating pursuit that can go on indefinitely as one adds new examples as the
opportunity presents itself.
Many collectors attempt to obtain all of
the major numbers of Canal Zone postal sta-

tionery. The modern trend in collecting envelopes is to obtain entires rather than cut
squares. This is reflected in the catalogue
prices which have hardly changed in recent
years for cut squares, but have advanced
handsomely for entires. The most difficult
modern issue to obtain is No. U14. The
rarest envelope is No. UFl, which can be
purchased at auction fairly often. No. U3
is another envelope that is difficult to find.
Two postal cards are difficult to find in
unused condition, Nos. UX5 and UX6. No.
UX5 in unused condition is the rarest item
among the major numbers of Canal Zone
postal stationery and is only found very occasionally in auction sales. Many errors and
overprint varieties may be found on postal
stationery items. A study of the various
watermarks and knives can considerably extend the scope of a collection.
There are many other aspects of Canal
Zone collecting that can only be touched
upon in this article. Covers naturally add
interest to any collection. Early Canal Zone
covers always hold a great interest. Some
covers for local delivery were addressed in
Chinese. Great human interest is connected
with the covers sent without postage from
West Indian islands to the Canal Zone during the building of the Canal and bearing
Canal Zone postage due stamps at double
the proper rate for prepaid letters. The relatives of the Canal workers were too poor to
even pay for the postage on the letters to
the Zone. Another interesting chapter is
ml!!:itinle_coyerswhiclL te.ll_the storLQt the_
ships· passing through the Can~l down to
the present day. Canal Zone precancels are
collected by many. Some of these are very
rare, but a representative collection can be
obtained relatively easily. Proofs of a number of Canal Zone stamps are known as
listed in the catalogue. These add greatly to
a display of a particular issue, but unfortunately only one or two of each are
known in private hands.
This article has attempted to indicate
how a Canal Zone collection can be started
and grow into one or more of the interesting
byways of our specialty.

POST DUE Error
The lOc orange postage due stamp of
1925 overprinted at Mount Hope, Scott No.
J17, is known with several overprint errors.
On two positions on the sheet the E of
POSTAGE did not print resulting in the
missing E variety, Jl7b. One sheet received
a double overPrint, J17a, and in this sheet
were two copies with the missing E variety,
but with the rest of the overprint double,
J17c.
A single copy is known with the AGE of
POSTAGE missing, so that the overprint
reads POST
DUE. This stamp is shown
in Figure 1. There is a straight edge on the
right of this stamp, so that it is definitely not

should be omitted. The accents on Pos. 6
are always missing and are never weakly
printed. He also adds a nice new variety
that has not been previously reported. On
Pos. 78 of the third printing of the 1¢ value
only, there is a work-up that prints before
the 1 of I ct. This variety does not seem
to exist in Pos. 28. It must have developed
between the printing of the upper and lower
half sheets.

I

Figure 2. No. }17 with POST DUE overprint
from the same positions that produced the
missing E varieties. Since only one copy is
known, it is probably caused by some foreign object coming between Ithe type and
the stamp during the overprinting. Partially
missing overprints are known Ion a number
of Canal Zone stamps, but this one is especially interesting since the prihted
overprint
I
spells
is missing
a new
at word.
the topA and
small
there
par1tof
are the
alsostamp
thins
at the top, but this is of no importance in
the only known copy of a variety.

1~~arld·2ttSuFdraYges·of~'9lJ6-..
,)'

f

\'Vith regard to the article qn the 1¢ and
2¢ surcharges of 1906 in the Canal Zone
Philatelist, . 7, 14 (1971), MillerI Hurt points
out that ill the second paragraph under
"Third Printing" the referen~e to Pos. 6
Statement of ownership, Management and Circulation. 1. Date of Filing; Sept. 30, 1971. 2.
Title; The Canal Zone Philatelist.' 3. Frequency;
Quarterly. 4. Office of Publication; 29 S. South
Carolina Ave., Atlantic City, N. J. 108401. 5. General Business Office: Same. 6. Names and Addresses: Publisher. The Canal Zone Study Group,
20 S. South Carolina Ave" Atlantic City, N. J.
08401. Editor Gilbert N. Plass, P. O. Box 9973,
College Station, Texas 11740. Managing Editor;
None. 7. Owner; The Canal Zone Study Group,
address above. 8. Known Bondholders, etc.; None.
9. The purpose, function, and nonprofit status of
this organization and the exempt status for Federal
income tax purposes have not changed during preceeding 12 months. 10. Extent and Nature of
Circulation

A member asks how a stamp from the
upper half pane of No. 16a can be distinguished from a copy of No. 16b, since the
spacing between the various parts of the
surcharge can be the same (see Table I of
the article). The answer is that No. 16a can
always be identified by the different type
I in 1 ct. The serifs are small compared
to those on Nos. 16 and 16b. There is a good
illustration of this in the Scott catalogue.

Committee on Postal Stationery
J. W. Brumbaugh
The United Postal Stationery Society is
issuing this fall a completely revised and
updated edition of "Postal Stationery Catalogue of the United States Possessions and
Administrative Areas". The issues of the
Canal Zone as well as those of Cuba, Danish
West Indies, Hawaii, Philippines, Puerto
Rico, and Ryukyu Islands while under the
authority of the United States are presented.
Pricing reflects current market conditions.
The ~;ew-catalogue has·over· 240 pages 01
which over 40 are required for the Canal
Zone. It was necessary to revise many of the
previous UPSS catalogue numbers. I have
available a table which shows the old and
new UPSS numbers as well as the corresponding Scott number.
The UPSS is generously allowing CZSG
members to obtain one copy of the catalogue
at the reduced price of $4.50 for the paper
back edition (regularly $6.50) or $10 for
the hard bound deluxe edition. You may obtain a copy at these prices if you send a
check together with a mailing label with
your return address and CZSG number to
C. D. Calder, Box 114, Wenatchee, Wash.
98801.

CAN SUPPLY ANY MAJOR
CZNUMBER
500
A. Total No. copies printed
B. Paid Circulation
o
1. Sales through dealers, etc.
2. Mail subcriptions
(membership)
299
302
C. Total paid circulation
299
302
D. Free distribution
14
14
E. Total distribution
313
316
F. Office use
187
184
G. Total
500
500
I certify that the statements made by me are
correct and complete. James T. D~Voss, Business

Manager for the Canal Zone Study jGroup.
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inc!. 18-20, 46-48, 58-59, 67, 08.
All guar. genuine. Quantity limited.
Sale or trade. WHAT DO YOU NEED?

BILL

SELLS

3806 Sunnyside
Brookfield, Ill. 60513

Liquor Stamps

New Issues

All liquor sold in the Canal Zone must
bear liquor tax stamps which are supplied by
the Republic of Panama. The special stamps
for the Canal Zone all bear the legend "Zona
del Canal" somewhere in the design. The
following list of these stamps has been compiled from information sent by Col. R. A.
Stevens, who has discovered a number of
previously unknown varieties. He has obtained some of them by purchasing very old
bottles of liquor. He has carefully preserved
the stamps, but has not sent us a report on
the fate of the liquor! The dates of issue are
not known for these stamps. Any information
is welcome. The following list is arranged
according to chronological order as well as
it can be guessed at the present time. All
stamps are inscribed PARA ZONE DEL
CANAL unless otherwise mentioned.
I
1. Red. Imprint ESTRELLA DE PANAMA.
20(1.Inscribed LEY 22 DE 1925.

The plate number on the sheets of the 8¢
Fort San Lorenzo stamp is 171553. In spite
of its small size it is a very attractive stamp
and is an example of Giori P~esswork at its
best.
An llq airmail stamp in olive and black
and in the same design as the current airmail issue was issued on September 24,
1971. At the same time a booklet with panes
of four was issued. This bqoklet has the
same layout as tlle previous 10q booklet. The
same tabs can be found on the sheet margins as on the 1O¢ booklet. In each lot of
50 booklet panes printed there is one with
an olive color block in the center of the tab,
one pane with a short black 'color block at
the bottom, and one pane with a much
longer black color block at the top.
Hugh Cassibry has supplied the plate
numbers of the new ll¢ airmail stamps. The
black plate numbers for the sheet stamps
are 171625 and 171626, while ilie olive
plate numbers are 168773 and 168775. The
plate numbers for the bookl~t (iliese are
normally trimmed off) are 171629 (black)
and 170963 (olive). There was a printing
of the 10¢ booklet in a noticeably darker
shade of orange which was placed on sale

1

2. Carmine. Imprint ESTRELLA DE PANAl\IA 20¢ on 212¢. Overprinted in black
20¢ HABILIT ADO 20¢ / Decreto numero
60 de 1962.
3. Carmine. Imprint EDITORAPANAMA
AMERICA, S. A. No denomination indicated. Inscribed ARTICULA 867 DEL CODIGO FISCAL / Consumo Zona del Canal and
in large letters BOTELLAS.
4. Red on security paper with REPUBLICA
DE PANAMA. Printed by Pitney Bowes
meter. $1. Inscribed LEY 8! de 196!. Meter
No. 600 or 601.
a. Meter No. 600.
b. Meter No. 601. '
c. Meter No. 600 with purple handstamp
in wide, thick letters PARA LA ZONA
CANAL.
d. Same as 4c, but with inverted overprint.
e. Meter No. 601 with blue handstamp
Para La Zona del Canal.
f. Same as 4e, but with inverted overprint.
g. Same as 4e, but with longer overprint,
thick, heavy letters.
5. Deep orange. Imprint THOMAS DE LA
RUE & COY LTD. No denomination indicated. Inscribed 1/8 DE LITRO. Inscribed
DECRETO No. 221 de 10• DE SEPT1EMBRE, 1961.
6. Blue. Same as No.5, except inscribed
'4 DE LITRO.
7. Red. Same as No.5,
LITROS.

except inscribed

8. Black. Same as No.5,
LITROS.

except inscribed

9. Carmine. Same as No.5, except inscribed
BOTJ.i:LLAS.
Since hquor stamps an~listed 'in the Scott
cat~logue for both the United States and
Puerto Rico, it would seem logical to expect
that these Canal Zone liquor stamps might
eventually be listed. Please report any new
varieties to Col. Stevens or your Editor.

I

shortly before the rate change. This is well
worth obtaining, especially with the orange
color tab which is a strikingly different color.
On November 17, 1971 new regular
stamped envelopes were issued. The ll¢ airmail envelope has the stamp in red and uses
the same design as the 10¢ airmail envelopes.
It is being issued in both a 612" x 3%" and
a 912" x 4 ~" size. The 8¢ ordinary envelope is in green and uses a new design of a
ship transiting the Gaillard Cut. It exists
in the same two sizes as the airmail envelope.
There is a very marked color variation in
the two sizes of the ll¢ envelopes. The large
envelope is a rose color, while the small size
is a dark red. There is a smaller color variation in the 8<-envelopes; the small size is a
lighter green than the large.

Hamilton Bank Note Issues
Col. James DeVoss has some small sheets
which show examples of all the color varieties of the Hamilton Bank Note Issues
with the proper color name. He will be glad
to send these to any CZSG member who will
furnish a stamped addressed envelope and
who promises to return them promptly.

SELLER?

BUYER?

If you intend to purchase - or to offer for sale a
IISpecialized[' Collection or individual stamps •••
SELECT THE PUBLIC AUCTION

tfspttUdlg l'f or ~pttUtlisfs@

SCHIFF AUCTIONS FEATURE SPECIAL SECTIONS OF:
SINGLES, BLOCKS, PLATE BLOCKS, SCARCE NUMBERS, COILS & BOOKLETS,
COVERS & FIRST DAY COVERS, FREAKS & ERRORS, WHOLESALE LOTS,
& COLLECTIONS OF:

U.S., U.N., CANAL ZONE and FOREIGN STAMPS
BUYERS:

BID BY PHONE, BY MAIL, OR IN PERSON
NO CHARGE FOR EXECUTING BIDS
REQUEST OUR NEXT AUCTION CATAWG.
REMIT 25e (50e 1st CLASS MAIL)
OR $1.00 FOR CATAWGUE AND PRICES REALIZED.
SELLERS:

OUR COMMISSIONIS ONLY 20% OF THE PRICE REALIZEDNO LOTTING CHARGES.
PLEASE CONTACT US BEFORE SENDING STAMPS.

WE ALSO PURCHASE OUTRIGHT
"HOW

TO PARTICIPATE IN A STAMP AUCTION"
2nd Edition - 20-page
Booklet

Prepared

to Assist

Buyers

or Sellers

-

2S¢

iJarquts
IQT. ~tl1ifff
3Jr.f ~ut.
536 West 111th Street, New York, N.Y. 10025
Tel: (212) 662-2777
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Licensed Establi'hed
& Bonded 1941
Auctioneers

