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New Discovery - 1913 Christmas Card

by Irwin Gibbs 

Postal Stationery Editor 

A 1913 postal card, shown in Fig. 1, was recently 

discovered.  It is similar to CS1 and CS2, but with a 

different text.  It should be assigned number CS1A, with 

back AA.  It is postmarked December 17, 1913, which is 

the earliest known date for use of a Christmas card.  The 

message is printed on UX4 (S10) cancelled at Cristobal 

and mailed to Providence, R.I.

The San Jose Island Project 

by Wayne Worthington

The San Jose Island Project (SJIP) is an interesting, 

but challenging topic for Canal Zone postal historians.  

SJIP was a highly sensitive, classified program of chemical 
warfare testing conducted during World War II on San 

Jose Island, the second largest of the Pearl Islands, 60 

miles from Panama City in the Pacific Ocean. (San Jose 
Island is indicated by the arrow on the map in Fig. 1.)  SJIP  

was declassified and has been described in newspapers, 
Internet websites, books, and even the philatelic press.  

Covers from  the Project are not common.  Both WWII and 

APO collectors who learned of the Project have searched 
feverishly for covers, but  they are difficult to come by.  
It may be that Project cover recipients destroyed them 

because of the nature of the program.

Although San Jose Island had been occupied by U.S. 

troops from 1930 as an outpost of Canal Zone defense, it 

was designated a classified site in 1943 for the testing of 

Fig. 1  Map of Panama showing location of 
San Jose Island with arrow 

Source:  https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/pm.html

continued on page 16

Fig. 1  Newly 
discovered 1913 
Christmas Card - 
printed message 

on the back

continued on page 18
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Mail Sale Announcement

 Watch this space for an announcement 

about the 2011-12 Mail Sale.  Material 

for the 2011/2012 CZSG Mail Sale will be 

accepted between Oct. 1st and Nov. 15th, 
2011.  Details including where material 

should be sent will be given in the next 

issue.  If you have questions before then, 

please direct them to the Editor after 

August 1st.



14 The Canal Zone Philatelist, 2011, Volume 47, Number 2, Whole No. 179

Interest Check for 10 Cents in 1909 

on 2% Panama Canal Loan 

  From Bank Note Reporter of August 2010 on page 120 in 

“Paper Money News and Views”:
A check from 1909 for payment of interest (10 cents) 

on a 2 % Panama Canal Loan portrays James G. Blaine, a 

prominent politician, unsuccessful presidential candidate, 

and an early advocate of a canal across the isthmus of 

Panama.

The bonds were refinanced in 1930.  Originally, they were 
sold in $20 denominations.

Glenn Staron 
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The American Bank Note Company 
Panama Map Stamps of 1892-1896 

by David zemer

The stamps of the First Panama Map Issue were printed 

in Bogotá, Colombia (1).  Luff and Heydon (2,3) wrote that 

the Bogotá 1,5,10, and 50-centavo stamps were released in 
Panama in 1887, while the 2 and 20-centavo stamps were 

released in 1888.  Between 1892 and 1896, the Second Map 

Issue shown in Fig. 1, printed by the American Bank Note 
Company (ABNCo) and closely resembling the Bogotá issue, 
was put on sale in Panama.  

Previously unknown original records of ABNCo print 
orders through 1909 have recently been discovered. This 

article will examine the Second Panama Map issue in light 

of these print orders (see Table 1).  Subsequent articles will 

examine post-Independence printings by the ABNCo of 
Panama stamps and stationery using print records and/or a 

journal that started in 1904.

The American Bank Note Company Archives 
Before the September 1990 auction of the ABNCo 

Archives by Christie’s Robson Lowe (4), Panama philatelists 

had little if any first-hand information concerning the 
ordering, printing, pricing, or shipment of the early ABNCo 
postage stamps and postal stationery.  There was some 

information concerning orders from Panama in the Panama 

section of the ABNCo auction among the production files, 
specimen stamps, die proofs, and Index Copy cards, but 

for many issues there were few if any print documents.  A 

Table 1 – Second Panama Map Issue Print Orders 1892-1896

Cut apart 
into panes 
of 100 
stamps 

Page 211 - Vol. 
1, Print Order 
Books, date is 
date of order

Page 241, General 
Order Book –date 
is assumed to be 
the printing date

# of stamps, 
100 per sheet 
(pane)

2c stamps in Rose: 7,500 impressions 200 stamps each

TOTAL 2c

  2,500
  2,000
10,500
15,000

May 7, 1892
Nov 27, 1894
Jul 17, 1896

May 9, 1892
Nov 29, 1894
Jul 17, 1896

   250,000
   400,000
1,050,000
1,500,000

5c stamps in Blue: 12,500 impressions 200 stamps each

TOTAL 5c

  2,500
  2,000
20,500
25,000

May  7, 1892
Nov 27, 1894

    Jul 17, 1896

May 9, 1892
Nov 29, 1894
Jul 17, 1896

   250,000
   200,000
2,050,000
2,500,000

10c stamps in Yellow: 12,500 impressions 200 stamps each

See notes*
TOTAL 10c

  2,500
  2,000
20,500
25,000

May 7, 1892
Nov 27, 1894
Jul 17, 1896

May 9, 1892
Nov 29, 1894
Jul 17, 1896

   250,000
   200,000
2,050,000
2,500,000

20c stamps in Violet: 7,500 impressions 200 stamps each

TOTAL 20c   2,000
13,000
15,000

Nov 27, 1894
Jul 17, 1896

Nov 29, 1894
Jul 17, 1896

   200,000
1,300,000
1,500,000

TOTAL 
1,2,5,10,20c 95,000 9,500,000

50c**
1 peso**
TOTAL 1c-1 peso

  1,000,000
  1,000,000
11,500,000

*page 211 shows that 14,500 sheets (100 stamps/cut sheet) were in this shipment but the later total indicates 
that 20,500 sheets were paid for so the larger amount is used here. **Schay unpublished manuscript
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Sample Book (5) containing stamps and proofs of Panama, 
as well as many other countries, also listed order number 

dates but like the Index Copy cards for Panama (6), it was 

not contemporaneous with the printings, having been made 

many years after the stamps were produced.  Since the 1990 

Christie’s auction, additional sales of ABNCo philatelic 
materials by various auction companies have continued.  

The Museum of American Finance –  

ABNCo Print order Books

In August 2009, I visited the Museum of American Finance 

in New York City after learning from Ross Towle that the 
Museum archives contained some of the original print order 

books that had been saved.  Ross published an article on 

the ABNCo archives found at the Museum (7), including in 
it an explanation of the different numbering systems found 

on die proofs and stamp selvage, and revisiting the Index 

Copy cards for Panama and the Canal Zone described by Dr. 

Helme in 1991 (8).  On this visit I found many ABNCo order 
books, two of which contained print information for the 

Second Panama Map Issue.  One book contained General 
Orders and had orders from January through June 1888.  
The second book was labeled Vol. 1, Print Order Book.

These order books, which were more like accounting 

ledgers, contain orders for many types of documents 

including stamps, bonds, banknotes, stocks, letterhead, 

and, in fact, almost any document that needed printing.  

The orders were booked on the day that they were accepted. 

In 1888, there did not appear to be any differentiation made 

between domestic business and foreign business. 

The order and print information found in these orders 

was for the ABNCo 1, 2, 5, 10, and 20-centavo stamps, Scott 
Nos. 15–19, printed and released to the public in Panama 

from 1892 through 1896.  No sales orders or print orders 
were found for the 50-centavo and one peso stamps, Scott 20 
and 21, that, from the Sample Book and Index Copy cards, 

we know were ordered on May 25, 1888. 
Order Book 5 referenced on the Index Copy card for Scott 

No. 15, the 1-centavo green stamp, could not be found.
Print information for the 50-centavo and one peso stamps 

comes from an unpublished manuscript by Gustavo Schay 

(9).

ABNCo Print order Book -  Page 211

Page 211 of the first book shows (Fig. 2) the order  labeled 
a “New” one, dated April 14, 1888, in the name of the 
Republica de Colombia, Departamento de Panama.  “New” 
in this context means that this is a stamp that had not been 

produced by the ABNCo previously.
This order was to print sheets (impressions) of 200 stamps 

each.  The first orders of sheets to be printed were written in 
black ink and are in parentheses.  The final numbers printed, 
one-half of the original amounts, were written in red ink 

above the crossed-out original orders.

On the left of the page, in pencil manuscript, is a list of 
the number of sheets ordered to be printed and the date the 

order was made.

Below this print order there are instructions that the paper 

should be gummed, perforated, and cut apart into panes 

(called “sheets” in the order) of 100 stamps each.  Wax tissues 
were used to separate the gummed panes.  The consequence 

of cutting the 200 stamp sheets in two was that the bottom 

row of the top pane and the top row of the bottom pane had a 

straight edge where they were cut.  The selvage adjacent to 

this 200 stamp sheet had arrow guidelines to help make the 

cut, as shown in Figs. 3a and 3b.  On stamps numbered 91 
and 100 of the top pane and 1 and 10 of the bottom pane parts 

of these guidelines can often be seen near the straight edge.

continued on page 19

Fig. 1  American Bank Note Company’s Panama Map 
Issue of 1892 – 1896

Fig. 2  
Photograph of 
ABNCo Print 
Order Book, 

page 211. 
Courtesy of 
The Museum 
of American 

Finance

Fig. 3a  10c stamp showing 
cutting guide arrow, top pane 

stamp No. 100

Fig. 3b  20c stamp showing 
cutting guide arrow, bottom 

pane stamp No. 1

Fig. 4  
Photograph 
of ABNCo 

Main Order 
Book, 

page 241. 
Courtesy of 

The Museum 
of American 

Finance
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53S with Double SPECIMEN Overprint 
An example of  the 2c type IV specimen stamp No. 53S 

with double SPECIMEN overprint was issued certificate 
193920 as genuine recently by the American Philatelic 

Society Expertization Service.  Other double SPECIMEN 
overprints have been identified in CZP 31(3):29 (1995).      

The second SPECIMEN shown in Fig. 1a is fainter and 
is near the top of the stamp. An enlarged version is shown 

in Fig. 1b.  All genuine specimen stamps from the ABNCo  
vaults were marked in pencil on the back to identify the sheet 

from which the stamp came and its position. This stamp is 

marked B 5967-69, which signifies pane B of No. 53, with F 
No. 5967, from position 69.  I do not have a photocopy of this 
entire sheet.  If any member does, I would appreciate being 

contacted so the position can be verified.
R. D. Bates

16 

New Discovery - 1913 Christmas Card
continued from page 13

CzSG Members Dominate Awards at 

NOJEX 2011
by George R. Campbell

Members of the Canal Zone Study Group garnered 

an amazing 19 awards for their exhibits of CZ material at 

NOJEX 2011 in Secaucus, NJ, including 4 Gold Medals, 3 
Vermeils, 1 Silver, and 1 Bronze, in addition to 10 specialty 
honors.

In all, seven CZSG exhibitors displayed nine separate 

entries in 67 frames. These numbers would have been even 

higher, except for the unfortunate last minute withdrawal of 

a member’s two exhibits, due to an illness in the family.

All CZSG exhibitors received at least one award. The top 

recipient was Gary Weiss, with five awards, including a Gold 
Medal, the NOJEX Sectional Award (Canal Zone), the APS 
Medal of Excellence (1900-1940), and the CZSG Exhibitor’s 

Award for Best Canal Zone Exhibit – all for his breathtaking, 
10-frame display of “Canal Zone Postage Dues.” Gary also 
received a Gold Medal for his single-frame exhibit of “Canal 

Zone Gold Rush Centennial of 1949.”
Dick Bates, a first-time entrant in competition, captured 

four awards for his single-frame exhibit of “Typesetting, 

Printing, and Plate Varieties and Errors on Flat Press U.S. 
Stamps Overprinted Canal Zone.” For his inaugural effort, 
Dick earned a Vermeil Medal, a First Place Award from the 
Errors, Freaks, and Oddities (EFO) Collectors Club, a Novice 
Award from the American Association of Philatelic Exhibitors 

(AAPE), and the newly created CZSG “First Time Exhibitor’s 

Award.”
Paul Ammons merited 3 awards for his 10-frame display 

of the “Canal Zone Second Airmail Series” – a Gold Medal, 
the APS Medal of Excellence (1940-1980), and the American 

Philatelic Congress Award.

Jerry Craig submitted two exhibits – a 10-frame display 
of “The One Cent Gorgas Stamp of the Canal Zone” and 
another 10-frame exhibit of “Panama Canal Construction 

Era Picture Post Cards.” The former exhibit garnered a 
Vermeil Medal and the AAPE Gold Award of Honor.  Jerry’s 
Post Card display earned a Silver Medal.

Irwin Gibbs’ 8 frames of “Canal Zone Postal Stationery, 

1907 – 1924” earned a Gold Medal and the United Postal 
Stationery Society Marcus White Medal.

Finally, Bob Karrer’s 10 frames of Special Delivery 

CZ Covers, “Speedy Personal Service One Way,” earned 
a Vermeil Medal, while Mike Demski’s first-time effort, 
a 7-frame exhibit of “Canal Zone Ship Cancels,” gained a 
Bronze Medal.

All in all, it was a tremendous showing of the diversity of 

Canal Zone collecting, which bodes well for our standing in 

the philatelic community.

U. S.  POSSESSIONS
(and the rest of the world, too)

Mention your collecting interests, and we’ll 

send you our price list.

LAWRENCE J. MOZIAN
“a name associated with philately since 1901”

P.O. Box 5774 • Williamsburg, VA 23188

Christmas cards are not official, but were requested 
by the Supply Department of the Canal Commission and 

printed by the Panama Canal Press at Mount Hope.  It 

is believed from contemporary reports that there are two 

printings of the 1913 card.  Perhaps the discovery of this 

card with different text in the printed message means the 

designs are not identical for the two printings.  The cards 

were sold at the commissary stores.

Fig. 2  Address side of UX4 (S10) card

Fig. 1a  Scott No. 53 
with double SPECIMEN 

overprint

Fig. 1b  Expanded view
of second SPECIMEN

in the top margin



Destruction of Missing Bridge Stamps 

A specialized destruction took place in 1966 when copies of 

the missing bridge stamp (No. 157a) from one pane that had 
been broken up were destroyed.  Another pane remained in 

the hands of Henry Harris and is the source of copies of 157a 
available on the market today.  Correspondence regarding 

this destruction can be found in the files of the NPM.
Canal Zone Government

Canal Zone

    Balboa Heights, C. Z.

    January 19, 1966

Destruction by burning of the following Canal Zone 

postal issue was observed at 9:00 a.m., January 19, 1966:
Thatcher Ferry Bridge 4c commemorative stamp 

without printing of bridge in metallic ink: 
           No. of stamps
9 blocks of 4 mounted on paper  36

1 plate number block of 4, No.      4 
 168153 from upper left hand panel
2 Vertical strips of 4     8
2 single stamps     2

Total    50

  The surface of the destroyed stamps bore no evidence 

of erasure.

At the time of destruction, the two lower panes of 50 
stamps each were observed to be intact.

Two intact panes were laminated and eventually found 

their way into the vault of the National Postal Museum 
where they reside today, except when they are on display.

Canal zone Booklets:  Calculation of 

Quantities Destroyed in 1937

by richard F. Larkin 

Canal Zone Booklets (DeVoss, p. 16) says that, per Canal 
Zone records, on August 14, 1937, 93,505 CZ booklets with a 
face value of $26,301.05 were destroyed.  Though the records 
do not indicate whether the total reported value includes the 

1c added charge for each booklet,  it turns out that it must 

have been included, as, without the surcharge, no solution 

is possible for the number of 49c booklets less than 10,000, 

the quantity of 56g 49c booklets printed. This included 
all Panama Arms booklets (other than specimens kept by 

ABNCo); the rest would have been other Type V overprint 
booklets: 55e, 56g, 60b, and 61f.

Some of the quantities can be computed as follows:

The last two lines in the table are obtained after a little 

algebra.  The number of 25c booklets (55e, 56g, 60b, and 61f) 
is 45,910, and the number of 49c booklets (56g and 61f) is 
7,395.  However, since 61f was not printed in 49c booklets, 
all of the 7,395 49c booklets destroyed must have been 56g, 
with a value of $3,623.55.  (Since 10,000 49c booklets of 56g 
were printed, 2,605 were distributed.)  Then the remaining 
25c booklets with a value of $15,101.05 must be 53,505 in 
number.  These 45,910 25c booklets thus include parts of:

While these calculations do not reveal the split among the 

four booklets, given the known relative rarity of panes of 55e 
and 61f today, it can be presumed that more booklets of those 

two issues were destroyed – probably at least 20,000 (of the 
25,000 printed) of each, leaving about 5,000 25c booklets of 
56g and 60b (together) destroyed.
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Number Size Value

Total Destroyed 93,505 $26, 301.05

Less known quantities:  
Panama Arms 1-cent 24 stamps 5,000 .25 1,250.00

2-cent 12 stamps 30,000 .25 7,500.00

2-cent 24 stamps 5,000 .49 2,450.00

Total 40,000 11,200.00

Remaining:  unknown numbers of 25-  
and 49-cent booklets 53,505 $15,101.05

Less known 56g 49-cent booklets (7,395) .49 (3,623.55)

Remaining – unknown 25-cent booklets 45,910 .25 $11,477.50

Catalog # Size Number Printed Value

55e 1-cent, 24 stamps 25,000 $ 6,250.00

56g 2-cents, 12 stamps 100,000 25,000.00

60b 1-cent, 24 stamps 10,000 2,500.00

61f 2-cents, 12 stamps 25,000 6,250.00

Total 160,000 $40,000.00

Auctions

by Jim Crumpacker
The main auction action during the Jan. 1-Mar. 31, 

2011 quarter was from the Dr. Albert Jackson sale on Jan. 

28, about which I reported in the previous CZP.  The other 

offerings within that time were of no great note and only a 

few results from the period are given below.   

 

6 PB6, No. 1887-B, TG, H, F-VF $661 ($1450) M. Bennett 
15 TG, H, barely F, CZSG 15.7 two PANAMA’s close together $1208  
 ($2750) M. Bennett
18a ZONE  antique, VF in bl. 4 w/ 3 #18 normals on VF regist. cover  
 Ancon 7/30/06 to Boston $863 ($n/a) M. Bennett 

39e inverted center and overprint reading down, OG, HR, VF w/ one  
 natural se as is from BP $316 ($650) Kelleher 
47 dist. OG, H, VF $1093 ($3250) M. Bennett 
71d ZONE CANAL, TG, H, F $184 ($500) M. Bennett 
84 PB6,  No.17892-R w/ large 5 point star, OG, H, VF+ $1323  
 ($2000) M. Bennett 

J17a POSTAGE DUE  double, TG, H, F $265 ($800) M. Bennett 
O8  OG, H, F, CTO as always $219 ($650) M. Bennett 
UX6 mint entire, couple age spots o/w VF $403 ($1050) M. Bennett 

     The auction houses offering these lots are given below:
Matthew Bennett International 

8096 Raynor Blvd., Suite B 

Pasadena, MD  21122  

Daniel F. Kelleher Auctions

20 Walnut St., Suite 213

Wellesley, MA  02481          

S/Phillip L. Steers, Jr.  

Comptroller 
 

S/John E. Fisher

General Auditor

S/R. S. Herr

Director of Posts

S/A. M. Jenkins

Chief, Internal Audit Branch

Buy    Se l l     Appra isa ls

Larry Weinstock
Specializing in:

Air Mail, Canal Zone, BNA,       

U.S. & Older World-Wide      

Stamps & Covers

Member of: AAMS APS ASDA
CZSG NSDA

P.O. Box 92033  

Portland, OR 97292-2033

(503) 762-4116 

(503) 762-4118 (Fax)

Iwstampscovers@comcast.net
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The San Jose Island Project
continued from page 13

Postally Used CO14 with L Over A Type I 
Official Overprint Alignment Variety Reported
The fourth official air mail Type I overprint alignment 

variety, L of OFFICIAL over 1st A of CANAL, is not 
mentioned in either CZ Stamps or the Scott Specialized 
Catalogue.  Both mention only three Type I official overprint 
alignment varieties for CO1-7 and CO14.  The discovery 
and plating of the fourth alignment variety were discussed 

in the 1st Qtr 1999 CZP 35(1):1,4 but illustrated only with 
a cropped, enlarged image of the overprint.  The alignment 

variety was further discussed and illustrated in the 2nd Qtr 

2010 CZP 46(2):22 with a block of the 10¢ CO2 cropped from 
an intact pane.  

Figure 1a is a postally used 6c CO14, the first reported 
postally used example of CO1-7 or CO14 with the L/A variety.
An enlarged view of the overprint is shown in Fig. 1b.   

So far, (1) no examples have been reported on cover; (2) 
only cancelled-to-order (CTO) examples have been reported 
for the 20c CO4, 30c CO5, and CO14; and (3) unused copies 
have not been reported for the 5c CO1, CO5 or the 40c CO6.

This study remains very much a work-in-progress and I 

continue to be interested in hearing from anyone who can 

provide scans of stamps or covers that will further this study.

I can be reached via email at pammons@tamu.edu or by 

mail at P.O. Box 1311, College Station, TX 77841.

Military postal history collectors of Canal Zone covers 

can find examples of Chemical units such as the 1st 
Chemical Company, the 67th Chemical Company, and 

the 888th Chemical Company, to name a few.   But these 

were tactical companies assigned to support the Canal 

Zone defense forces and should not be confused with the 

SJIP.  Some of the unit members may have been taken to 

the island to enhance their technical knowledge, but they 

were not part of the Project.

Bibliography
Robert Karrer, “Box 1000 Fort Clayton,” Isthmian Collectors Club Journal, 04-09, Feb. 2004; 
and Robert Karrer, “San Jose Island—APO 897 Revisited,” Isthmian Collectors Club Journal, 
04-75, Nov. 2004.
Test Tube Republic.  http://forusa.org/programs/panama/archives/chem-report/endnotes.htm
* CZSG Member David Allen’s name has been spelled incorrectly in previous CZPs. This is the 

correct spelling.

chemical warfare agents in a tropical environment.  The 

Project was placed under the command of the Army’s 

Chemical Warfare Service (CWS).

In order to maintain as much secrecy as possible, the 

Army established a drop box, which handled mail to and 

from personnel on the Project to avoid reference to the 

CWS.  The address was P.O. Box 1000, (Fort Clayton), APO 
827, as given in the return address on the cover shown in 

Fig. 2.   Mail was carried to and from the island by plane 

or boat and posted through Fort Clayton.  Robert Karrer’s 

article shows a group of P.O. Box 1000 covers.   Some are 
to or from the Dugway Proving Grounds in Toole, Utah, 

which  somewhat defeated the secrecy as Toole was a 

major U.S. WWII chemical testing center.

In 1946, the testing grounds on San Jose Island were 

designated APO 897.  The corner card on the cover shown 
in  Fig. 3 makes the linkage.  I have been unable to 

determine the date when the P.O. Box 1000 drop box was 
discontinued, but the classified testing continued until 
1968.

The use of deadly chemicals as a tool of war was 

considered such a horror that major efforts were expended 

to determine all that could be learned about the chemicals, 

the weapons to disperse them, and capability differences in 

a variety of climate experiences.  The U.S., Canada, and the 

U.K. cooperated extensively at a variety of world test sites.  

David Allen, a CZSG member, obtained the cover shown in 

Fig. 4.  He determined that the addressee, E. Jagger, was 

an engineer with the Royal Engineers and that the U.K. 

conducted tests on San Jose Island.  The cover is dated 

December 3, 1947, and has a clear APO 897 cancel.  

Fig. 2  WWII Cover from San Jose Island - APO 827

Fig. 3  1947 Cover from San Jose Island with 
San Jose Project return address

Fig. 1a  Postally used copy 
of No. CO14 with L over A 

variety
Fig. 1b  Enlarged view of  

overprint showing L/A variety

Fig. 4  Cover 
from U.K. 

Engineer from 
San Jose Island 

APO 897 
courtesy of 
David Allen*
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The ABNCo Panama Map Stamps
continued from page 15

Canal Zone collectors can also see excellent photographs 

of these arrow guidelines in Figs. 2.9 (2c), 4.29 (5c), 4.61, 
4.81 (50c), and 5.7, 5.12 (20c) in CZ Stamps.

ABNCo Main Order Book - Page 241
Page 241, shown in Fig. 4, appears to be the order to 

engrave and then print five denominations listed on page 
211 in the Print Order book.  There is an instruction on the 
left side of the page to reduce the original order by one half.  

At the bottom there are instructions to gum and perforate 

the paper and cut the 200 stamp sheets into two sheets 

(panes) of 100 stamps each.  

At the top middle of p. 241, dated July 5, there is a charge 
of $1,500 and a note to deliver the shipping receipt to the 
Colombia Consul.  On September 27th, it appears that 
an invoice of  $3,190 was given to the Consul, Climaxco 

Calderon, who had just returned from Europe (10).  Freight 

and insurance costs were extra.  Tin and wood boxes with 

a gross weight not to exceed 140 pounds were to be used to 

ship the finished stamps.
First Shipment – May 1892

From the notations on the right we can see that on May 

9, 1892, two boxes marked Agente Postal Panama, (Post 

Master Panama), were ready for shipment.  Table 1 shows 

the amount of stamps in each shipment by denomination.  

Only the 1, 2, 5, and 10-centavo stamps were printed and 
delivered in this order.

On May 11th, the S.S. City of Para was the first ship 
to arrive in New York from Colon in May; 16 days later it 
docked in Colon and was most likely the ship that carried 

this order of stamps.

Second Shipment – November 1894
 On November 29, 1894, a second shipment of two boxes 

was prepared and ordered shipped on the S.S. Advance. In 

this shipment there were 1, 2, 5, 10, and 20-centavo stamps. 
The Advance arrived in New York from Colon on November 
22nd.  We do not have the sailing date but we know that it 

returned to New York from Colon on December 22nd. Schay 
says that the new shipment of these five denominations 
came to Panama at the start of January 1895, suggesting 
that the earlier sailing date is the one that carried this 

shipment.  The second sailing cannot be ruled out.

Third and Final Shipment – July 1896
On July 17, 1896, 16 boxes containing the rest of the 

stamps were made ready for shipment on the S.S. Allianca. 

The Allianca arrived in New York from Colon on July 11th 
and docked in Colon on July 27th, and most likely carried 

the final shipment of these denominations (11,12).

The ABNCo had calculated a total charge of $7,750 
for 190,000 100-stamp impressions (sheets) of these five 
denominations.  This charge is broken down as $1,000 for 

engraving, $6,650 for the stamps at 35 cents/1000 stamps, 
and $100 for boxes.  These figures were probably made at 
the time of the original order as they are for twice as many 

stamps as were in the final orders.
This price of $7,750 was then cut in half to reflect the 

decrease in the print order by 50% per the contract of either 
April 3rd or 13th.  The final cost to Colombia came out to 
about $0.04 per pane (sheet) of 100 stamps exclusive of 

shipping and insurance.

Reference is also made to letters of May 3, 1892, and 

November 19-24, 1894.  These letters were not in the print 
records.

50-Centavo and 1-Peso Stamps
Because no ABNCo print records were found for the 

50-centavo and 1-peso stamps, Schay’s figures of 1,000,000 
for each of these denominations purchased by Panama in 

1896 have been used.  Thanks to Schay we are fairly certain 

about the amount of 50-centavo and one-peso stamps printed 
and when they arrived in Panama.  It is thought that there 

was only one printing of these two higher value stamps. 

Now that these print records have been found, the dates 
shown at the top of the Index Copy cards, May 13, 1888 for 

the 1, 2, 5, 10 and 20-centavo stamps and May 25, 1888 for 
the 50-centavo and one-peso stamps, are the dates that the 
ABNCo booked the order from Colombia.  They used these 
as a reference during and after production of the stamps. It 

Fig. 5   Revalued Map Stamps 1894 

Fig. 6   
Block of 

four showing 
recut lines on 

Stamps # 5 and 
14, upper pane. 

Courtesy of 
Alvaro Castro-

Harrigan

Fig. 7 a,b,c,d  Enlarged views showing recut lines: 
 pos. 75, 94, 95, lower pane, and pos. 12, upper pane.  

Courtesy of Federico Brid



20 The Canal Zone Philatelist, 2011, Volume 47, Number 2, Whole No. 179

was not the date any of these stamps was printed.  

Three print and shipment dates for the first five 
denominations determine the dates and amounts printed, 

the shipping dates, and the total cost to Colombia.

The 1894 Habilitado Overprints 
The only documentary source that we have that 

Panama was running out of ABNCo stamps in 1894, 
which required the second order placed with the ABNCo, 
was found by Federico Brid in the Daily Star and Herald, 

which notified its readers on October 31, 1894, that the 
local National Postal Agent had received a telegram from 
the Post Master General in Bogotá stating that the Bogotá-

printed 50-centavo (Scott 13) stamp would be revalued to 
10-centavos for 60 days starting November 1st   (13).  The 
ABNCo two-centavo stamp (Scott 16)  was also revalued to 
one centavo and the 20-centavo Bogotá stamp (Scott 12) was 

revalued to five centavos as shown in Fig. 5 on p. 19. 
Future research Needed

With definite printing dates and numbers printed, 
philatelists can begin to check for variations in different 

printings and positions of the stamps in the upper and lower 

sheets.

Bartels appears to be the first to give a catalogue number 
to two varieties found in the line engravings on positions 5 
and 14, Check List numbers 19 aa and 19 bb, respectively, 

of the upper panes of the two-centavo stamps (14).  He also 

shows a small sketch of each variation.  Heydon recognized 

these varieties as well and assigned them numbers 16a and 

16b.  They are not listed by Scott. 
Schay noted that the two-centavo stamp had these 

additional horizontal lines on some stamps, but he found more 

than the two that Bartels and Heydon listed. Schay wrote that 

they appeared 

….. as if some double pointed tool had been made of 

stronger stretches.  They always occur in pairs of double 

lines of double dots in the same location of the individual 

stamps, near the left margin between the second and third 

horizontal lines indicating altitude.  The largest are 1 ¾ 

mm long occurring on position No. 14 of the upper pane, 
2/3 mm long on No. 5 of the upper pane and on No. 94 of the 
lower pane.  Pairs of double dots in the same location occur 

on stamps No. 12 and No. 53 of the upper pane and Nos. 15, 
16, 17, 80, and 95 of the lower pane.

These marks exist already on the sheets of the original 

printing used for surcharging in 1894 and they are still in 

place in the sheets used for both the Panama and Canal 

Zone overprints.

Alvaro Castro-Harrigan shows some of these dots and 

marks in his exhibit “Panama: The Maps Second Issue of 1892,” 
including the example, taken from a full pane, in positions 

5 and 14, upper pane, in Fig. 6 on pg. 19.  Federico Brid has 
studied this issue extensively and has provided a magnified 
view of four other positional varieties shown in Fig. 7 on pg. 19.

In May 2011 a full upper pane of this 2c stamp overprinted 

CANAL ZONE, CZ No. 11, was offered for sale in public auction.  
The online scan clearly shows the markings on positions 5 and 
14.  Unfortunately, the quality of the scan was not suitable for 

printing in the CZP.   A copy of the scan is available from the 

author by email.

Both Luff and Heydon noted that they saw color and shade 

variations within the same denominations and thought that 

there might be reason to list some as color varieties.  However, 

Schay could not find differences in shades between the first and 
second printing when comparing dated used stamps and he felt 

that shade differences were due to environmental conditions. 

Schay also noted that all of the stamps used for the 

Canal Zone overprints came from the last shipment of each 

denomination and he thought that it was highly unlikely that 

the ABNCo would have produced different shades for stamps 
in a single printing.

Although the original purpose of this article was to document 

the printing of this Second Panama Map Issue, not to examine 

it for varieties, the 2c stamp offers an interesting chance for the 

philatelist to delve deeper into a long-forgotten subject.

We hope that both CZ and Panama philatelists will examine 

their collections carefully.  If any print variations are found, we 

would be grateful if they would publish their findings in this 
publication and include high quality photographs or scans.
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For Sale

CANAL ZONE SPECIMENS

Irwin Gibbs

1699 El Camino Real, Suite 100, Millbrae, CA 94030

(650) 866-3757

Secretary’s Report
Mike Drabik

P.O. Box 281, Bolton, MA 01740-0281
Email: czsgsecretary@gmail.com

 There are 553 members whose 2011 membership dues 
have been received.  

 Please join me in welcoming our newest members:

 We also welcome back:

 We have been notified of changes of addresses for: 

 The following have resigned from the CZSG:

  
 It is with great sadness and condolences to their families 

that I recognize the passing of our fellow CZSG members: 

 There are 48 CZSG members who are not current in 

payment of their 2011 dues.  These CZSG members need 

to send their 2011 dues to me or contact me if I am in 

error. Updates or information from others who know these 

members are welcome.

Vice President’s Report
By Mike Demski

My report this time is about the recent NOJEX show, 
held May 27-29, 2011 in Secaucus, NJ, at which the CZSG 
was the lead society. First, thanks to George Campbell for 

organizing the social activities and manning the CZSG table.  

The festivities started on Thursday when George hosted his 

famous “hot dog extravaganza and trading session.” Seven 
members attended and all brought their appetites. Of course 
we also had our usual trading session, which saw some very 

interesting material being exchanged. Both the purveyors 

and the recipients were very happy. After that event, those 

with exhibits were off to the show venue to mount them, 

and to set up our hospitality table.  The table  featured 

complimentary past issues of the Canal Zone Philatelist, 
display copies of CZSG handbooks, a list of available 

publications, and membership applications, all beneath the 

new CZSG banner.  This colorful banner is available to any 

CZSG Chapter or Group holding a meeting at a stamp show, 

by request to the Metro Chapter.

The Canal Zone material on exhibit was very diverse, 

meriting a hearty thank you to those who exhibited.  They 

helped make the show a success. On Friday evening, at a 
CZSG dinner (dutch treat) at a local restaurant,  the food 

was excellent as was the fellowship.  Gary Weiss’ mother 

attended, enabling us to celebrate her 100th birthday. 

(Dorothy Weiss has probably attended more auctions bidding 

for Gary than most CZSGers.)

Everybody was on pins and needles on Saturday morning, 

checking their exhibits and the awards list. We were 

delighted to discover that every Canal Zone exhibit received 

an award. A complete report on the awards is in this issue. 

The total number of awards the CZSGers won was amazing. 

The exhibitors, and CZSG members in general, had another 

impact in that we signed up at least 6 new members and 

have several additional prospects. 

The CZSG Metro Chapter held its annual meeting at 

NOJEX on Saturday afternoon, expanded to be a national 
meeting of the CZSG, with 12 members in attendance.  

Details of this meeting are reported in a separate article 

in this issue.  Following the meeting, exhibitors and other 

members participated in the Judges Critique of the exhibits.  

All agreed that the judges were quite fair and very helpful in 

their suggestions for improvement.

Lastly, no show is complete without a search for treasure 

at the dealers’ tables, which had a diverse selection of items 

from the inexpensive to some very high-powered material. 

Many of the attendees found goodies to add to their 

collections.

Study Group News

Timothy Gallagher, CZSG # 2639
Gary Overfield, CZSG # 2640 
Renald (Ron) Dana, CZSG # 2641
Ron Couchot, CZSG # 2642
Desmond Fitzgerald, CZSG # 2643 
The McDermott Library at the 

 Univ. of Texas, CZSG # 2645

Ken Griffin, CZSG # 2646
KC Bell, CZSG # 2647
John Hotchner, CZSG # 2648
Matthew Kewriga, CZSG # 2649
Ronald Ruberg, CZSG # 2650
Douglas Weisz, CZSG #2651
Nancy Godfrey, CZSG # 2647

Elliot W. Coleman, CZSG # 1084 

Jerry Craig, CZSG # 2644
Thomas Griffin, CZSG # 2501
James Trotter, CZSG # 1311

John Chase, CZSG # 416 Dr. Stevan Adler, CZSG # 1059

Dr. Martin A. Ackerman, CZSG # 1005
Santiago Acosta, CZSG # 2604
Betty  J. Annis, CZSG # 2506
Paul G. Bennett, CZSG # 2627
LeRoy L. Bertsch, CZSG # 2444
Dr. Wendell E. Brown, CZSG # 647
Thomas N. Buckley, CZSG # 2595
Robert N Cassibry, CZSG # 2333
Harry E. Chamberlain II, CZSG # 2131
John Cleaver, CZSG # 2611
Ray L. Coughlin, CZSG # 565
Robert K. Dillon, CZSG # 2489
Henry P. Dolim, Jr., CZSG # 2539 
Robert C. Eckstein, CZSG # 960
Robert A. Edmondson, CZSG # 2608
Joel C. Esslinger, CZSG # 2192
William J. Falberg, CZSG # 2395
Norman Fox, CZSG # 139
Anthony F. Guida, CZSG # 2382
Neil A. Helgeson, CZSG # 2246
Thomas J. Herbert, CZSG # 2447
Juan C. Jimenez, CZSG # 2537
Steve Jolly, CZSG # 2326

Frank Kasper, Jr., CZSG # 1160
Donald A. Kenmonth, CZSG # 2563
Walter Lowrie, CZSG # 1755
William B. Mahaffey, CZSG # 2304
Dr. Clifford A. Moss, CZSG # 1888
Francisco Perez, CZSG # 2531
Jim Raper, CZSG #  2609
Phillip L. Salmon, CZSG # 2430
Andrew D. Sapieszko, CZSG # 2242
John R. Searles, CZSG # 2074
Robert R. Sutton, CZSG # 2129
Albert E. Thirkill, CZSG # 2560
Gregg Thomas, CZSG # 2591
Gerald W. Tierney, CZSG # 2368
Maj. Edgar F. Titus, CZSG # 1778
Ralph E. Trimble, CZSG # 2612
Mirosaw Umbras, CZSG # 2624
Fabio Vaccarezza, CZSG # 2598
Julie A. Weiss, CZSG # 655
Frank C. Wheeler, CZSG # 2564
Bruce I. Wingate, CZSG # 2090
Paul W. Worth, CZSG # 2541

Rudolph Crespo, CZSG # 168 Judy Conroy, CZSG # 967
Stephan Monti, CZSG # 2514

Rev. Peter F. Adgie, CZSG # 2119
Paul C. Breslow, CZSG # 414
David Leeds, CZSG # 83

Edward Pirovits, CZSG # 618 

Floyd Snelson, CZSG # 278 
James Theivagt, CZSG # 2610

CANAL ZONE
Comprehensive Stock including singles, plate blocks, FDC’s, FFC’s, 

specimens, B.O.B., stationery, covers and paper memorabilia/books

Send for free Detailed List or view at our Website

C&H Stamps P.O. Box 855 • Syracuse, NY 13214 

CZCD@twcny.rr.com     Website: www.CanalZoneStamps.Com

CZSG APS USPPS  ~ Our 32nd Year ~
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CZSG Meeting at NOJEX  2011
The CZSG held an annual meeting at the NOJEX Stamp 

Show on Saturday, May 28th, 2011, at the Crowne Plaza 

Meadowlands Exhibition Center in Secaucus, NJ.  Eleven 
CZSG members and one guest were present.  

After welcoming remarks and introductions by George 

Campbell, the seven CZSG members who took the time, 

made the effort, and committed the resources necessary to 

assemble nine outstanding exhibits were acknowledged and 

thanked.  The exhibits  presented a variety of CZ-related 

philatelic topics using stamps and covers to illustrate them.   

In recognition of their efforts, these CZSG members received 

paperweights designed by the late George Stilwell, a founding 

member of the CZSG Metro Chapter over 40 years ago.  

These exhibits made up 25% of the NOJEX exhibits.   
Congratulations to our colleagues who received nine medals 

and ten separate awards in competitive judging.  

Next, Mike Drabik was introduced as the newly appointed 
Secretary for the CZSG.  A discussion followed concerning the 

desirability of holding a CZSG mail sale in 2011.  While all 

were in favor of holding the sale, they agreed that the most 

significant obstacle to holding this sale in 2011 is the lack of a 
CZSG volunteer to act as the Mail Sale Manager.  Though no 

member present at the meeting agreed to do this, there is a 

good likelihood a Sale will take place in late 2011-early 2012. 

The group discussed specific criteria to be used to 
recognize CZSG members and their exhibits.  At NOJEX 
2011, the CZSG Exhibitors medal and the CZSG First Time 

Exhibitor Medal were awarded, as described elsewhere in 

this issue.  It was agreed that a committee should be formed 

to develop these criteria.  George Campbell will communicate 

this proposal to CZSG President David Zemer for his 

consideration.

The last formal agenda item was an announcement 

that the CZSG had commissioned a new banner that will 

be available to any CZSG local chapter for display at any 

event including shows, meetings, hospitality tables, etc.  The 

banner is shown in the photo on p. 24.  The Metro Chapter 

will serve as custodian of the banner. Any shipping costs will 

be paid for by the CZSG.

Elliot Coleman raised two topics as new business:
1) The first concerned recognizing the upcoming 

100th Anniversary of the opening of the Panama 

Canal.  The members present felt strongly that this 

anniversary should be commemorated by a new 

postage stamp issued by the USPS.   All present at the 

meeting agreed that CZSG members should contact 

their congressional representatives and the USPS 

Stamp Advisory committee (in writing) immediately 

to make this request, as the 100th anniversary of the 

Panama Canal opening is only three years away.

2) The second suggested assisting Jim Crumpacker 

in his project to revise and update the Check List in CZ 
Stamps, to publish this,  and to make it available to 

CZSG members.  This motion was endorsed favorably 

by all members present.  Tom Brougham volunteered 

to receive and maintain the updated information.

Related to this topic Mike Drabik asked about the 

future revising and updating of CZ Stamps.  It was 

suggested that this would be a major undertaking 

that would be difficult to do in a single update, but   
updates might be done on a section-by section basis. 

Alternatively, updates could be published as Addenda 

to the original work, as was done previously with 

Entwistle’s Postal Markings Handbook (which also 

may need updating.)

Lastly, Dick Bates gave an excellent presentation with 

projected digital images discussing the characteristics of 

genuine vs. counterfeit first issue Canal Zone stamps (CZ 
Nos. 1, 2, & 3) and covers.  His in-depth discussion made 
note of the importance of the overprint color as well as the 

many characteristics of the genuine Canal Zone handstamp 

overprint.  He also presented information about covers that 

have been identified to have counterfeit first issue stamps 
on them.  A handout with the current update to the census 

by Salz was distributed.  It listed the known characteristics 

(date, town, cancel type, back stamp, and addressee) of these 

bogus covers.  This lecture provided valuable insight about 

the study of these first series stamps and covers of the CZ. 
Mike Drabek        

42nd Annual CZSG Meeting at WESTPEX
The 42nd consecutive annual CZSG meeting at WESTPEX 

was held on Saturday, April 30, with 14 members attending.  

Richard Salz presided as in the past.  CZSG President David 

Zemer attended, and as usual won the traveling-furthest 

award by coming from Norway. 
Jim Kloetzel, Editor of the Scott Catalogue, initiated an 

interesting discussion of assumptions about Scott’s listing 

policies, especially those concerning defining characteristics 
of errors.  The general conclusion was that authors of articles 

for the CZP should confirm before publication details of Scott 
Catalogue’s listing policies. 

There were many interesting “show and tell” items 
circulated during the meeting. 

Show Schedule – 2011/2012

Upcoming CZSG Meetings
APS StampShow Columbus, OH Aug 11-14, 2011

(Meeting Saturday, August 13, noon-1:30pm)

APS Ameristamp Expo   Atlanta, GA   Jan 27-29, 2012 

WESTPEX  San Francisco, CA                             April 2012

As a Guest/Sponsoring Society
WESTPEX   San Francisco, CA  April 2014

Sheets and Blocks • Unused & Used Approvals accepted
If you don’t know CZSG No., I am happy to examine any item.

Geoffrey Brewster   480-607-7184
6453 E STALLION RD. • PARADISE VALLEY AZ 85253

#12

#13

Stages I, II, III, & IV
CZSG Nos. 12.Aa, 12.Ab, 12.Ba,
12.Bb, 12.C, 12.D, 12.Ea, & 12.Eb
Stages II & III
CZSG Nos. 13.B, 13.C, & 13.D

WANTED
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Urgent – Re: Stamp for 100th Anniversary 
of Opening of Panama Canal 

At the CZSG meeting at NOJEX in May 2011, those 
attending resolved to encourage the USPS to issue a stamp 

or series of stamps to recognize the 100th Anniversary of 

the opening of the Panama Canal, on August 15, 2014 (see 
www.usps.com/communications/organization/csac.htm). 

Letters from CZSG members should be sent directly to the 

Citizens Stamp Advisory Committee to arrive no later than 

August 15, 2011.
Citizens’ Stamp Advisory Committee

c/o Stamp Development

U.S. Postal Service

475 L’Enfant Plaza SW, Room 3300
Washington, DC 20260-3501

Another prime feature of the cover is the handstamp 

cancellation tying the stamps and indicia: “U.S.S. S -17  / 
A.M. OCT. 3 1928” in circle, with “COCO SOLO C.Z.” 
incorporated into the 3 bars at the right. This is a “Locy 

Type 3” Naval cancel. Karrer (2) reports S-17 as an “S-Class” 
submarine (hull designation S-122), commissioned in 1921 

and assigned to the Canal Zone from 1928-1934.  Hence, this 

cover originated during the first year of its CZ tour of duty. 
Coco Solo was a U. S. Naval installation located NE of 

Cristobal, initially established as a submarine base, and 

later expanded to a U.S. Naval supply base and air station 
(3).  Our cover was initially transferred from submarine S-17 
to the Coco Solo, C.Z. post office, where it received an “HS-
11 – Killer 3” (3) backstamp on Oct. 6, 1928.  The cover then 
proceeded on its way, presumably via Cristobal and New 
Orleans (where air mail service was available) and finally on 
to East Orange, NJ.  No other route markings document its 
travels, but this is not uncommon for the period. 

The cover’s recipient was A. C. Roessler, noted dealer and 

preparer of early flight covers.  While apparently no “first 
flight” is involved with this cover, it displays another intriguing 
feature. The October 3, 1928 submarine cancel makes it a 
First Day Cover for Scott 105a – not an especially rare FDC, 
but how many were prepared on board a submarine?

Yes, I believe this is “a cover with character,” having traits 
to entice the air mail enthusiast, the Naval cover collector, 
and the FDC aficionado, not to mention the postal stationery 
fan and the postal history devotee. Do you not agree?
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A Cover with Character

by George R. Campbell
I love Canal Zone covers. I have been collecting them 

for almost as long as I have seriously collected Canal Zone 

stamps. Covers fascinate me because, generally, each one is 

different (except for mass-produced philatelic pieces). Covers 

provide validation of the fundamental purpose of a stamp’s 

issuance, i.e., payment for the carriage of mail. They display 

the origin, destination, and sometimes the routing and the 

method of transportation of the mail piece.

Covers need not be rare or pricey to exhibit their attraction.  

They can be somewhat ordinary-appearing.  I believe such is 

the case with the item shown in Fig. 1.  I would call it “a cover 

with character.”  Here are its features: first, it is an air mail 
cover, as evident from its printed blue and red bars and boxed 

“VIA AIR MAIL” inscription, which further provides a dire 
warning that “envelopes of this design to be used exclusively 

for air mail”  which, along with the CZ Seal indicia, identify 
the basic item as the first CZ air mail envelope, Scott No. UC1 
(UPSS A1), issued May 21, 1928.  At that time, there was no 

direct air mail service from the CZ to the U.S.   This envelope 

was intended to provide basic surface carriage from the 

Canal Zone to an intermediate destination – in this case “Via 
New Orleans,” which is typed above the blue bar.  Thereafter, 
air mail service was provided, where available, and when 

paid with additional postage – here, the 1-cent Gorgas (No. 
105a) and 2c Goethals (No. 106).  The 5c total postage paid 
for “Steamer-Plane Service” from the CZ to the U.S., a rate in 
effect from August 1, 1928 through July 5, 1932. (1)

Fig. 1   Air Mail cover from S Class submarine to U.S.
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Highlights of CZSG Participation at 
NOJEX 2011

 • New CZSG Banner introduced - displayed above welcome table 
 • Exhibits from seven different CZSG members 
 • Nine total exhibits from Study Group members 
 • Two CZ exhibits from members exhibiting for the first time 
 • Nine medals for the exhibits in the show including four golds  
• Recognition of Dorothy Weiss on her 100th birthday 
 • Six (possibly more) new members joining at NOJEX 2011 
 • Twelve members attending CZSG National Meeting
 • CZSG dinner attended by 8 members and one guest 
 • Members attending from afar including SC, TX, and WA 
 • 18 members attending the show 
 • Diversity of subjects in exhibits exposing viewers to the
 wide range of CZ-related collecting areas


