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President’s Report
David Zemer

P.O. Box 654 Skoeyen
NO-0214 Oslo, Norway
Sosahill@Hotmail.com

Mail Sale Catalogues 
Scanning Finished

Thanks to a reminder from Mike 
Paulson who was scanning copies of 
his own CZSG Mail Sale Catalogues, 
I fi nished sorting and scanning all of 
our past Mail Sale Catalogues from 
Number 1, 1972, through Number 
31, 2003.  These should appear on 
our website shortly and will contain 
lot descriptions, photographs and the 
prices realized.  All together 1254 pages 
were scanned, taking up 860 Mbytes of 
space, and they are, for the most part, 
in pdf searchable format.  I originally 
put every page in searchable format 
but the photographs sometimes proved 
too much for my software, crashing 
my PC or requiring much more space 
than non-searchable scans.  Users will 
sometimes fi nd that the photographs 
are not searchable – but they can be 
viewed and printed.

I did a test search for C14, the one 
dollar airmail stamp, and it was found 
99 times in an elapsed time of only 7 
minutes. I made a similar search of all 
of our scanned Canal Zone Philatelists 
and it only took two minutes to fi nd 
C14 mentioned 54 times.

Having these Mail Sales on-line 
along with most of our Philatelists 
should prove a valuable resource tool 
for anyone interested in Canal Zone 
philately. Besides being useful for 
collectors and dealers, they will draw 
attention of internet search engines 
like Google to our website.
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New Christmas Postal Card Variety
by Gary B. Weiss, William Conroy and Irwin J. Gibbs

 
Ten years ago, one of us (IJG) 

reported the discovery of a new 
Christmas postal card (CZP 129:29-
31), providing a full set of illustrations 
of the cards then known to exist.  It is 
a coincidence that we are now able to 
report a “new” card that is a variety 
of the card, Canal Zone Study Group 
No. CS6, illustrated in the fi gure at 
right.  The front side is a UX4 UPSS 
#S11.  The new reverse side of the card 
appears identical to CS6 as previously 
shown except that the poem is omitted.  
An additional difference is that the 
printing is raised rather than flat 
as on other Christmas postal cards.  
Whether this represents a second card 
issued in 1918 (which would receive 
the number CS6A) or a sub-variety of 
CS6 with part of the printing omitted 
in error (CS6a), this is a spectacular 
Christmas present that was found by 
William Conroy.

Fig. 1  Message side of card CS6 
without poemMeeting Announcement

At Sandical 2009
San Diego, CA 
Jan 16-18, 2009

Please see program for 
meeting date and time
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Free digital copy of October 2008 
Canal Zone Philatelist available

The October issue of the Philatelist 
was the fi rst issue in our new standard 
color format.  As part of a membership 
promotional campaign we will make 
this beautiful 168th issue available 
in digital format to anyone interested 
in having a copy.  If you would like 
a copy for yourself, or to email to 
anyone you think might be interested 
in Canal Zone philately, just request 
it in an email to me and I will email 
it to you. It also has our membership 
form attached to it. 

Mail Sale Manager needed in 2009
Tom Brougham has done a superb 

job the past several years in running 
our annual mail sales.  He has a very 
user-friendly and efficient computer 
program that he has been using to set 
up the catalogue and help with the 
bookkeeping and mailing.  In addition we 
are able to view the complete catalogue 
with color scans on our website.  It is 
time for another member or members 
to volunteer to take over this important 
function in 2009. Please contact Tom 
directly at tom@CanalZoneStudyGroup.
com for more details.  He will be happy 
to help a new Mail Sale manager in 
any way possible to make for a smooth 
transition and allow us to continue 
this very important service to our  
members. 

Mekeel’s Weekly Stamp News
With this issue of the Philatelist 

we will begin re-printing articles of 
interest from the early days of the 
Canal Zone.(See page 43.)  Some 
articles will contain “new” facts, some 
might have information that was later 
found to be incorrect, and some will 
be contemporary guesses and gossip 
about Canal Zone stamps and the local 
postal system.

The following references occur often in this journal  
and may be abbreviated as shown particularly 
when  referred to several times.
CZ Stamps=Canal Zone Stamps, 
by Gilbert N. Plass, Geoffrey Brewster, and Richard 
H. Salz, The Canal Zone Study Group, 1986
CZP=The Canal Zone Philatelist
Entwistle=The Postal Markings of the 
Canal Zone, 2nd Edition, by Lawson P. 
Enwistle, The Canal Zone Study Group, 1992
French’s book=Encyclopedia of Plate 
Varieties on U.S. Bureau-Printed Postage 
Stamps, by Loran C. French, Bureau Issues 
Association, 1979.
Scott’s=Scott’s Specialized Catalogue of 
U.S. Stamps, current edition or as indicated.

Secretary’s Report
John C. Smith
408 Redwood Ln.

Schaumburg, IL 60193

TIME TO RENEW 
YOUR MEMBERSHIP

As of November 10, 2008, our 
membership stands at 617 members.

The 2009 dues notices have been 
mailed, and members should have 
received their notice before they read 
this.  So please help your secretary 
by mailing in your dues as early as 
possible, along with any address 
changes.  You may have noticed a place 
to put your CZSG membership number 
on the dues envelope for this year.  
Entering your CZSG membership 
number will help the secretary update 
our fi les.  The membership number is 
shown on the address label to the right 
of the member name.  Please consider 
paying membership dues for two or 
more years in advance.

Your CZSG offi cers wish you all a 
joyous holiday season and a fantastic 
New Year!
 New Members
2584 Kunihiko  Tamura, Matsue,  
 Shimane, JAPAN
2585 open
2586 Robert D. Loeffl er, 
 Pequannock, NJ
2587 Eugene  Setwyn, 
 Reedsburg, WI

 Address Changes
1039 James S. Gerson, 
 Delray Beach, FL
2261 William F. Penney, 
 Westlake, OH
2580 George W. Whetstone, NC

Delivery of Personal Mail.
To all employees. Administration

Building. Balboa Heights.

Effective today, the delivery to the 
several offi ces of personal mail ad-
dressed to employees will be discon-
tinued, and all mail for employees who 
have not provided themselves with
lock boxes will be placed in the gen-
eral delivery case for distribution as
is customary in other post-offi ces.
Reprinted from CANAL RECORD 
 December 9, 1914.

Recruit a New 
CZSG Member
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The suspension bridge over Culebra Cut at Empire was 
opened to the public at 5 o’clock on Saturday afternoon, 
July 31.  The fl ags of Panama and the United States had 
been hung over the bridge at the point where the opening 
ceremony was held, and some red, white, and blue bunting 
had been draped on the towers at either end.  In the 
presence of a number of residents of Empire and Culebra, 
the Division Engineer of the Central Division, and the men 
who built the bridge, Mrs. A. S. Zinn, wife of the Resident 
Engineer, broke a bottle of champagne and declared the 
bridge open to traffi c.

This is the fi rst bridge to be constructed across Culebra 
Cut.  Its primary purpose is to carry the compressed air 
and water mains over the Cut, and thus avoid moving them 
every time a steam shovel crosses their line.  As a highway 
bridge it will give access to the Las Cascades plantation 
and the native farms on the east side of the Canal; it is 
a temporary structure and will be taken down as soon as 
the Canal is opened to navigation, as it is only 108.5 feet 
above the water line and would not clear the masts of larger 
vessels.  The span is 600 feet, the length of cable from west 
to east anchorage 932 feet and the roadway is broad enough 
for one wagon.  The towers are made of creosoted timber 
and are 60 feet high.  There are four 2-3/4 inch steel cables 
anchored at the east end to the old French rail, embedded 
in 189 cubic yards of concrete, and at the west end to the 
French rail in 270 cubic yards of concrete.  Work was begun 
on March 11, 1909, and the manual labor was performed 
entirely by negroes.   
Reprinted from Canal Record, August 4, 1909.

39

Specimen Liquor Revenue Stamps: 
CZSG R9S

by Gary B. Weiss

The engraved Canal Zone liquor revenue stamps are 
popular with collectors.  Most examples were used on 
bottles and subsequently soaked off.  Used examples lack 
gum and have wrinkles from being on a bottle.  A small 
stock of unused revenues was obtained by Eric Jackson, a 
dealer specializing in revenues.  Multiples are scarce.

At the recent stamp show in Hartford, Jackson sold two 
strips of three of R9, the 1961 blue 1/4 de litro stamp, with 
specimen perfi n (Fig.1).

 

Fig. 1  Canal Zone liquor revenue with specimen perfi n

Empire Suspension Bridge

They have full gum and a watermark.  They were found 
in a large revenue lot and were the only Canal Zone items in 
the lot.  These stamps were printed by Thomas de La Rue & 
Co. Ltd. The perfi n reads “TDLR / SPECIMEN” (Fig. 2).  

Fig. 2  Reverse side showing specimen perfi n

The second example is identical except that some of the 
holes in the perfi n are absent, possibly due to broken pins 
or incomplete penetration of a stack of stamps.  It reads 
“TDL / PECIMEN” (Fig. 3).

Fig. 3  Reverse side showing specimen perfi n 
with missing holes

This find raises the likely possibility that other 
denominations were prepared and may exist in collections.  
Please check your holdings for examples with perfi ns and 
report these to the editor.

Fig. 2  Empire Suspension Bridge on Maduro postcard
(courtesy of Robert J. Karrer)

Fig. 1  Empire Bridge appears on Scott No. 45
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Plate Varieties on Canal 
Zone Stamps 

Part II.  Additional Varieties on 
Scott Nos. 76 and 88

by Richard D. Bates, Jr.
 

The first article in this series 
(CZP 168:30-2) focused on a copy of 
Canal Zone Scott No. 76 that showed 
a distinct partial double transfer on 
the top third of the stamp, displaying 
doubling of the circles in both the top 
left and right corners, the letters in 
UNITED STATES POSTAGE, and the 
curved frame lines above the vignette 
of Grover Cleveland in the center of 
the stamp.  This double transfer was 
not listed as existing on a known 
position on a particular plate in French’s 
Encyclopedia of Plate Varieties on U.S. 
Bureau-Printed Postage Stamps.  This 
text is  the major reference for plate 
varieties on U.S. stamps, and thus 
for overprinted Bureau Issue Canal 
Zone stamps.  This plate variety was 
identifi ed as existing on position LL81 
of plate number 15350, which is in the 
block with siderographer’s initials.  
The location on a lower left pane was 
unexpected, as Canal Zone Stamps 
indicates only the UL panes on the 
plates used for the second printing of No. 
76 were overprinted CANAL ZONE.

Having found that example, the 
natural question is whether this 
valuable reference work identifies 
other plate varieties that might occur 
on Canal Zone stamps. For each U.S. 
stamp issued by the BEP,  French 
identifies two groupings of plate 
varieties, 1) those from identifi ed plate 
numbers and positions, and 2) those 
for which the location is unknown.  
The stamp overprinted to create Canal 
Zone Nos. 76 and 88 has plate varieties 
which at the time French’s book was 
published, were labeled “position 
unknown.”  Twelve such examples are 
listed in French’s book.  (The example 
now known to occur on position LL 
81 of plate 15350 matches well a 
“position unknown” variety.)    There 
are also nine examples from known 
positions, though not all these plates 
were overprinted to create Canal Zone 
stamps.  This article will illustrate 
the plate proof images of several of 
the known position examples that 
should occur on Canal Zone stamps.  
The article will also include a table of 

known and probable plate varieties 
on U.S. No. 564 that can show up on 
Canal Zone Nos. 76 and 88, using as a 
criterion for inclusion that the variety 
should be able to be spotted without 
the aid of a magnifying glass, though 
confi rmation using a glass is almost 
always required.

The fi rst of these is a listed variety 
on pos. UR 2 of plate 14404 that should 
exist overprinted CANAL ZONE in 
the fi rst printing of No. 76.  A copy 
of that stamp from the plate proof is 
illustrated in Fig. 1, with an expanded 

2009 Scott Specialized 
Catalogue of United 

States Stamps
by Jim Crumpacker 

This newest edition of the Scott 
Specialized Catalogue was available 
for purchase in late October.  There 
were about 90 total changes or 
additions for the Canal Zone.  Among 
the latter were entries for Scott 7 and 
Scott 8 on cover at $500 each; these 
were unpriced in 2008.

The larger moves in monetary 
terms were, as always, led by auction 
results.  In this category there were no 
price decreases.  However, in a very 
few of the cheaper things one would 
fi nd in a dealer’s stockbook or on eBay 
some minor slippage was noted. 

Given below is a modest sample of 
the revisions.  These are all for OG 
with NH/H division per the pricing 
policy of Scott, unless noted.  

The contributors and editorial 
staff should be proud of their efforts 
regarding the 2009 Catalogue.
 
Scott No.    2008 2009
2, used $175.00 $200.00
23d,double overprint 650.00                 700.00
55f,CANAL double 1750.00    2000.00
70,NH       2.50 3.75
71, FDC not listed                75.00
122       1.00 .75
C12       3.50 4.50

 

UPSS Postal Stationery 
Book to be Updated

In 1971 the UPSS released a book The 
Postal Stationery of the United States, 
Possessions and Administrative Areas.

The UPSS has authorized an 
update under the editorship of George 
T. Krieger.  The goal is to have the 
updated version to the printer in late 
2009.

Irwin Gibbs has agreed to be editor 
of the Canal Zone section.

The basis of the Canal Zone 
section is the 2003 Postal Stationery 
Catalogue.  Members are urged to send  
corrections or additions to Irwin at the 
address given below:

Irwin Gibbs
1699 El Camino Real, Suite 100
Millbrae,  CA   94030

view of the bottom portion of that 
image shown in Fig. 2.  Doubling of 
the letters in CLEVELAND is distinct 
and clearly visible, as are the extra 
line(s) present 1) in the top of CENTS, 
2) inside the circle around the right 
“12”, 3) at the UR of the right “2”, and 
4) at the lower right of both “1”s.  This 
partial double transfer is not currently 
known on a Canal Zone stamp, but 
should exist, giving CZ collectors 
something to hunt for.  I look forward 
to reports of discoveries, either of this 
double transfer, of the double transfer 
on LL81 on plate 15350 on either CZ 
Nos. 76 or 88, or of any other potential 
plate varieties members discover.  The 
address and email address are given 
on page 38 at the top left.   

Plate 14404 is a rich place to look 
for plate varieties. French’s book does 
list three known positions that have 
plate varieties that can appear in a 
block of four.  They are positions UL 
63, 73, and 74 of plate 14404.   Figure 
3 is a scan of those positions from the 
plate proof for that sheet.  Though the 
characteristics that identify the plate 
varieties on these three positions as 
being plate varieties are clearly visible 

Fig. 1  Plate proof for plate 14404, pos. 
UR 1 and 2
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Fig. 6  UR Plate Number 14405 expanded 

Fig. 7  UL side Plate Number 14404 expanded 

41

in the illustrations in French’s book, these differences 
are much less apparent than those of the plate varieties 
described earlier in this article and in earlier reports of plate 
varieties on Canal Zone stamps.  Had they not been listed 
in French’s book, they probably would not merit inclusion 
in this article, certainly for two of the three positions.  
In the expanded image for position 74 shown in Fig. 4,  
several features that mark this variety are discernable,

Fig. 2  Expanded view of position UR2, plate 14404

Fig. 3  Positions 63, 64, 73, 74 from UL 14404

Fig. 4  Position 74 from UL 14404 expanded 

showing slight doubling towards the left in several places, 
including 1) of the lower right circle (actually a less 
pronounced double can also be seen in the LL circle as well), 
2) by the presence of extra lines on the inside right vertical 
edge of the “1” at LR (also to a lesser extent in left one), 
3) at the very bottom of the right “2”, 4) in the inner circle 
surrounding the LR “12” and 5) in the edge of the  “2” that 
parallels that circle.  Upon very close examination, one can 
see that the letters in CLEVELAND are double, the fainter 
ones shifted slightly to the left, though this second image of 
the letters is much less sharp and pronounced than the two 
examples on the 12c Cleveland described earlier.  However, 
there is a feature visible on the plate proof that is not shown 
or described in French’s illustration for this position.  That 
is a faint image of the frame parallel to and  to the right of 
the right edge of the stamp.  It cannot be a shifted double 

transfer that gave rise to the features described earlier in 
this paragraph, as it is in the wrong direction and is of a 
much greater magnitude than the other shifted doubling 
of features on pos. 74.  It may be a layout line that was not 
removed, but that it forms a box does not fi t that possibility.

At the time that I fi rst planned to write this article, I 
had no examples of Canal Zone stamps on which the plate 
varieties described in French’s book occur, except for the 
15350 LL81 described in the previous article.  But since 
the prior article appeared in proof stage, two possible 
examples have been reported to me.  The fi rst report came 
from Dick Salz, who, as does my wife Ruthann, assists me 
by proofreading each issue of the CZP.   He was sent scans 
of the stamps and plate proofs for the position described 
in the last issue.  He said the only item from a defi ned 
position he did have was a top plate number single, to 
which I responded that if it is a top single from plate 14405 
and includes the F found on upper right panes, then the 
short transfer to the “1” is considered a plate variety listed 
in French’s book.  And that is what he had.  The position 
is illustrated in Fig. 5.   Also shown are the expanded 
views of the plate numbers for 14405 UR in Fig. 6  and 
for 14404 in Fig. 7.  They show the missing lower serifs 
on the “1” and “4”s in the plate number in Fig. 6, with 
the version normally encountered in Fig. 7.  This UL side 
plate number also shows a layout line through several of 

Fig. 5  UR 14405 Plate Number Single from plate proof

continued page 44



6 The Canal Zone Philatelist, 2008, Volume 44, Number 4, Whole No. 16942

Canal Zone Booklets
On this and the following page are shown two tables that summarize the characteristics of Canal Zone booklets.  

These have been provided by Dick Larkin to assist readers in identifying Canal Zone booklets, including those that 
are handmade.  Note that Type A covers are exceedingly rare - much rarer than the panes. It is doubtful that there are 
more than 5 sets of Type A covers in existence today (unless someone is sitting on a hoard of them).

Canal Zone Booklets - by catalog number
Cover size, color, & # of panes

1 c. 2 c. - 12 2c-24 3c.

Scott # Design c.

Over- 
print
type

Perf./
Cut

edges
Other

Description
Cover 
Type Fastened

CZSG
Booklet

Types   B-
Hor./
Vert.

le
m

on

pi
nk

gr
ee

n

sa
lm

on

ta
n

bl
ue

gr
ay

bu
ff

sa
lm

on

pi
nk

bu
ff

 4 4 4 4 2 2 2 2 4 4 2 
31c 1 I perf.  B 1 staple 3 H,  V x           
31c

Balboa - 1c. / 
Cordoba - 2c. 1 I “  B 2 staples 3 H,  V x           

31c “ 1 I “  B stitched 3 H,  V x x          
32c “ 2 I “  A 1 staple 1,2 H,  V     x    x   
32c “ 2 I “  A 2 staples 1,2 H,  V     x    x   
32c “ 2 I “  B 2 staples 4,5 H,  V     x    x   
32c “ 2 I “  B stitched 4,5 H,  V     x    x   
32c var. “ 2 I “ 1c. error cover B   “ 5a H,  V    x        
38c “ 1 II “  B “ 6 H,  V  x          
38c “ 1 II “  C “ 9 H,  V  x          
39g “ 2 II “  B “ 7,8 H,  V     x x   x   
39g “ 2 II “  C “ 10; 11 (?) H,  V      x   ?   
39f “ 2 II “ invert C “ 10a H,  V      x      
38b “ 1 II cut  D 1 staple 12 V  x          
39c “ 2 II “  D “ 13,14 V       x  x   
52b “ 1 IV “  D “ 15 V  x          
53c “ 2 IV “  D “ 16 V       x     
55e “ 1 V “  D “ 17 V  x          
56g “ 2 V “  D “ 18; 19 (?) V       x  ?   
60b Vallarino 1 V “  D “ 20 V  x          
61f Land Gate 2 V “  D “ 21 V       x     
68 var. Panama Arms 1 V “ specimen D “ - V  x          
69 var. “ 2 V “ specimen D “ - V       x  x   
71e 4th Bureau 1 V “ perf. 11 -early V   x         
71e “ 1 V “ “   - late 

E 2 staples 22 
V   x         

73a “ 2 V “   “    - early V        x  x  
73a “ 2 V “ “   - late 

E “ 23,24 
V        x  x  

84d “ 2 VI “ perf. 11 E “ 25,26 V        x  x  
97b “ 2 VI “ perf. 10 E “ 27,28 V        x  x  
101a “ 2 VI “ p. 11 x 10.5 F “ 29,30 V        x  x  
102a “ 3 VI perf.  G “ 33 H           x 
106a Goethals 2 none cut  F “ 31,32 V        x  x  
115c Washington 3 VI perf.  G “ 34 H,  V           x 
117b Goethals 3 none perf.  G “ 35 H,  V           x 
117a “ 3 none cut  G “ 36 V           x 

Fig. 1  Type A Booklet Covers Fig. 2  Handmade Pane 32c Stapled and Stitched

CZSG Booklet types B-11 and B-19 may not exist
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Type Scott #
CZSG 1 Rogers 3 old new

Over 
print

Sp.
(mm.

)

# of 
Panes

Cover 
Type

Number
issued

Date
issued

Cover 
color Fastened Other

B-1 2 c. 42i 32c I 8.5 * 2 x 2c A Tan 1 staple  
1 2 c. 42i 32c I 8.5 * 2 x 2c A 

5,908
booklets 

Nov.
1911 Tan 2 staples  

2 3 a. 42i 32c I 8.5 * 4 x 2c A salmon 1 staple  
2 3 a. 42i 32c I 8.5 * 4 x 2c A 

3,696 Nov. ‘11 
salmon 2 staples  

3 1 c. 41f,g 31c I 10 * 4 x 1c B 9,100 Jan. 12 Lemon 2 staples  
3 1 c. 41f,g 31c I 10 * 4 x 1c B •Aug. 12 Lemon stitched LRTB 
3 - 41f,g 31c I 10 * 4 x 1c B 

22,400
1913 ? Pink stitched  

4 2 c. 42i 32c I 8.5 * 2 x 2c B 6,300 Feb. 12 Tan 2 staples  
4 2 c. 42i 32c I 8.5 * 2 x 2c B 10,836 •Aug. 12 Tan stitched  
5 3 a. 42i 32c I 8.5 * 4 x 2c B 6,650 Apr. 12 salmon 2 staples  
5 3 a. 42i 32c I 8.5 * 4 x 2c B 5,432 •Aug. 12 salmon stitched  
5a 3 d. 42i 32c I 8.5 4 x 2c B 28 late 1912 salmon stitched 1 c. error cover 
6 - 41f,g 38c II 8.5 4 x 1c B 5,250 Aug. 13 Pink “  
7 2 c. 42i 39g II 8.5 2 x 2c B Jan. 13 Tan “  
7 2 a. 42i 39g II 8.5 2 x 2c B •Aug. 13 Blue “  
7 2 a. 42i 39g II 9.25* 2 x 2c B 

24,500
•Aug. 13 Blue “  

8 3 a. 42i 39g II 8.5 4 x 2c B 14,000 Jan. 13 salmon “  
8/11 - 42i 39g II 8.5 4 x 2c C / B •1 1914 ? salmon “ provisional cover 
9 1 a. 41f,g 38c II 9.25 4 x 1c C 24,500 Apr. 14 Pink “  
10 2 a. 42i 39g II 9.25 2 x 2c C 27,300 July 14 Blue “  
10a 2d. (3b.) 42j 39f II 9.25 2 x 2c C 28 July 15 Blue “ invert 
11 3 a. 42i 39g II 9.25 4 x 2c C 10,500 ? June 14 salmon “ (may not exist) 
12 1 a. 41f,g 38b II 7.75* 4 x 1c D 30,000 Aug. 16 Pink stapled  
12a 2 - 41f,g 38b v II 7.75 4 x 1c D •1 ? Pink “ left - no ovpt. 
13 2 b. 42i 39c II 7.75 2 x 2c D 60,000 Aug. 16 Gray “  
14 3 a. 42i 39c II 7.75 4 x 2c D 20,000 Aug. 16 salmon “  
15 1 a. 41f,g 52b IV 9  * 4 x 1c D 15,000 Mar. 18 Pink “  
15a - 41a 52c IV 9 4 x 1c D •1 ? Pink “ left col. no ovpt. 
15b 1 d. 41c 52d IV 9 4 x 1c D •1 ? Pink “ rt. col. dbl. ovpt. 
16 2 b. 42i 53c IV 9  * 2 x 2c D 17,000 Mar. 18 Gray “  
16a 2 e., 3 c. 42i 53d IV 9 2 x 2c D •1 <Mar. 19 Gray “ left col. no ovpt. 
17 1 a. 41f,g 55e V 9.25* 4 x 1c D ~2,500 Mar. 21 Pink “ 
18 2 b. 42i 56g V 9.25* 2 x 2c D ~90,000 Aug. 20 Gray “ 

many destroyed 

19 3 a. 42i 56g V 9.25* 4 x 2c D 2,606 Aug. 20 salmon “ (may not exist) 
20 4 57f,d 60b V 8.25 4 x 1c D ~7,500 Nov. 21 Pink “ 
21 5 58f 61f V 9.25 2 x 2c D ~15,000 Nov. 21 Gray “ 

many destroyed 

- - 64 v. 68 v. V 8.25 4 x 1c D 0 [never] Pink “ 
- - 65 v. 69 v. V 8.25 2 x 2c D 0 “ Gray “ 
- - 65 v. 69 v. V 8.25 4 x 2c D 0 “ salmon “ 

all destroyed, 
except specimens 

22 6 67e 71e V 9.25* 4 x 1c E 5,000 Oct. 24 Green stapled early;   perf. 11 
22 6 67e 71e V 9.25* 4 x 1c E 5,788 May 25 Green “ late;     perf. 11 
23 7 69a 73a V 9.25* 2 x 2c E 30,000 Oct. 24 Buff “ early;   perf. 11 
23 7 69a 73a V 9.25* 2 x 2c E 20,000 May 25 Buff “ late;     perf. 11 
24 8 69a 73a V 9.25* 4 x 2c E 5,000 Oct. 24 Pink “ early;   perf. 11 
24 8 69a 73a V 9.25* 4 x 2c E 5,000 May 25 Pink “ late;     perf. 11 
25 9 84c 84d VI 11 2 x 2c E 31,000 May 26 Buff “ perf. 11 
26 10 84c 84d VI 11 4 x 2c E 5,000 May 26 Pink “ perf. 11 
27 11 97b 97b VI 9  * 2 x 2c E 19,000 May 27 Buff “ perf. 10 
28 12 97b 97b VI 9  * 4 x 2c E 5,000 May 27 Pink “ perf. 10 
29 13 101a 101a VI 9 2 x 2c F 33,240 Feb. 28 Buff “ perf. 11 x 10.5 
29a - 101a 101a VI 9 2 x 2c F •1 ? Buff “ pos.5,6 - dbl Canal 
30 14 101a 101a VI 9 4 x 2c F 6,013 Feb. 28 Pink “ perf. 11 x  10.5 
31 15 106a 106a - - 2 x 2c F 94,920 ? Nov. 28 Buff “  
32 16 106a 106a - - 4 x 2c F 23,700 ? Nov. 28 Pink “  
33 17 102b 102a VI 9 2 x 3c G << 5,000 Dec. 32 Buff “ - LR perf. edges 
34 18a.,b.,c 114a 115c VI 9 2 x 3c G ~12,000 Jan. 33 Buff “ - LRTB perf. edges 
35 19 A. 116a 117b - - 2 x 3c G > 5,000 Aug. 34 Buff “ - LRTB perf. edges 
36 19 B. 116a 117a - - 2 x 3c G 952,958 Dec. 35 Buff “ - Top cut edges 

1 – Per the pamphlet, Canal Zone Booklets, by DeVoss
2 – Canal Zone Booklets describes this booklet as having a double overprint; that is 
apparently incorrect – see listing above.
3 - Rogers 1b. and 3b. are not believed to exist.               
* - other spacings exist

Canal Zone Booklets - by booklet number 21 November 1911: First 
Day of Issue for 2c Booklet 

Stamps?
By David Zemer

The fi rst day of issue of some of the 
earlier Canal Zone stamps is unknown 
or only estimated.  The fi rst handmade 
two-cent booklet stamp, Scott No. 
32c, is one of those stamps with an 
uncertain fi rst day of issue. 

In Chapter 19 of Canal Zone Stamps 
there is an excellent description 
of how and when the first Canal 
Zone handmade booklet stamps were 
created.  These stamps are diffi cult to 
recognize because once the individual 
stamps are removed from the booklets 
it is very diffi cult to identify them as 
booklet stamps thus decreasing the 
likelihood that an early used copy 
with a legible date will be correctly 
identifi ed as a booklet stamp.  

To establish a probable date 
that the fi rst booklets, the two-cent 
Cordoba stamp from the American 
Banknote Company, Scott No. 32c, 
were put on sale, we have relied on the 
history of booklet stamps as given in 
Canal Zone Stamps.   Up to now the 
memorandum of Monday, November 
20, 1911 quoted on page 263 therein, 
from Tom Cooke, the Director of 
Posts, to the Canal Zone Treasurer 
was our source of information.   Mr. 
Cooke wrote that he was sending, 

Fig. 3  32c pane, horizontal format, stapled Fig. 4  Used single 32c pane on cover

continued on page 45
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have been restricted because only those plates actually 
overprinted for use in the Canal Zone need to be considered.  
Plate varieties of unknown position will not be included 
unless the possibility that they could exist on Canal Zone 
stamps is determined, as they may come from plates never 
overprinted CANAL ZONE.  Some discretion has been 
exercised in deciding what to include or not to include in 
the table, listing only those that can probably be spotted 
with the naked eye, though confi rmation requires the use 
of a magnifying glass. An example of one that is not listed 
is shown in Fig. 8, which is the top and bottom of the stamp 
from pos. 73 in Fig. 3.  It shows a slightly doubled top and 
bottom frame line, though the other features French’s book 
attributes to this position are not readily discernable.

The search of the plate proofs has been made possible 
by access to the vault materials at NPM and the author 
is indebted to Cheryl Ganz, Jim O’Donnell, and the other 
staff of the NPM for making this possible and appreciation 
is expressed to the Smithsonian National Postal Museum 
for the scans of the plate proofs included in this article.

44

Plate Varieties
continued from page 41

the digits, slightly above the bottom serifs.  The particular 
variety is in the plate number on each UR plate number 
14405 block.  Thus it does not serve to distinguish one 
position from all other seemingly identical stamps that do 
not exhibit the plate variety.  

The best way to summarize the plate varieties that 
are known to exist or could exist on Canal Zone stamps 
of known positions is with a table, which is given below.  
Table 1 summarizes the possibilities on the 12c Cleveland 
stamps overprinted for use in the Canal Zone.  The listings 

Fig. 8  Position 73 from UL 14404 expanded

Table 1.   Plate varieties that do or could exist on 
U.S. No. 564 overprinted CANAL ZONE

*Item is known to exist on a Canal Zone stamp; those not marked can 
exist on a Canal Zone stamp, but there are no known examples and are 
tenatively assigned the CZSG number inside square brackets.

Canal Zone No. 76 First Printing Plates used: 14404-7
            [76.3c] Pos. UR 2 14404 Shifted DT bottom quarter 
  includes distinct doubling of   
  Cleveland
            [76.3d] Pos. UL 74 14404 Shifted DT - faint doubling of   
  Cleveland; extra frame line at right
            76.3a* Pos. UR 6 14405 Missing serifs on 1s and 4s in plate  
  number

Canal Zone No. 76 Second Printing Plates used: 15350-1, 15353, 15692
            76.3b* Pos. LL81 15350 Shifted DT top third includes 
  doubling circles, vignette frame
 
Canal Zone No. 88 Only printing Plates used: 15350-1, 15353, 15693
             [88.4] Pos. LL81 15350 Shifted DT top third includes 
  doubling  circles, vignette frame
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WANTED
#12

Stages I, II, III, & IV
CZSG Nos. 12.Aa, 12.Ab, 12.Ba,
12.Bb, 12.C, 12.D, 12.Ea, & 12.Eb

#13
Stages II & III

CZSG Nos. 13.B, 13.C, & 13.D

Sheets and Blocks
Unused & Used

Approvals accepted
If you don’t know CZSG No.,

I am happy to examine any item.

Geoffrey Brewster
6453 E STALLION RD.

PARADISE VALLEY AZ 85253
480-607-7184

CANAL ZONE
Comprehensive Stock including

singles, plate blocks, FDC’s, FFC’s
B.O.B., stationery, covers and 

paper memorabilia/books

Send for free Detailed List
or view at our Website,

C&H Stamps
P.O. Box 855

Syracuse, NY 13214
CZCD@twcny.rr.com

Website:
www.CanalZoneStamps.Com

CZSG APS USPPS

Canal Zone Only
Conroy Philatelic Company

P.O. Box 81
West Redding, Ct.  06896-0081

E-Mail czphilatelic@sbcglobal.net

Specializing in Canal Zone Postage

Unused & Used in Singles & Blocks
Defi nitive - Air Post - Postage Due - Plate #

Blocks - Offi cials - Seals - Precancels
Covers - First Days - First Flights

Stationery:
Envelopes & Postal Cards - Regular & Air

Picture Post Cards
By Manufacturer’s Numbers & Description

& Memorabilia
Send for our latest
Free Net Price List
of over 1600 items

We’re willing to go the extra Lock,
when fi lling our Clients Want Lists

45

Auctions
by Jim Crumpacker 

The third calendar quarter, July 
1-Sept. 30 was no cornucopia of either 
quantity or value at public auctions 
of Canal Zone stamps.  There wasn’t 
much on offer and some of what was, 
such as a couple of #157a, went unsold; 
whether due to unrealistic reserves or 
a weak market is unknown to me.

Shown below are just enough lot 
results to justify printing this column.  
The fi rst price you see is hammer to 
include commission, the last price is 
the catalog value per the 2008 Scott 
Specialized Catalogue.
 
2, F, on VF cover Ancon 6/27/04 to 
Cristobal, early use, $230 ($240) 
Kelleher

Buy Sell Appraisals

Larry Weinstock
Specializing in:
Air Mail, Canal Zone, BNA, U.S. 
& Older World-Wide Stamps & 
Covers

Member of:

AAMS APS ASDA CZSG NSDA

P.O. Box 92033
Portland, OR 97292-2033
(503) 762-4116
(503) 762-4118 (Fax)
Iwstampscovers@aol.com

under separate cover, 10,000 two-cent 
stamps; 546 booklets contained 8,400 
stamps with 1,600 left-over as waste.  
This gives us an earliest possible 
offi cial date of issue: November 20th, 
the date that the booklets were 
being sent to the Treasurer.  In The 
Canal Zone Philatelist, Whole No. 
166, Richard Larkin, the leading 
collector of booklet stamps, wrote 
that his Earliest Documented Usage 
is January 9, 1912. 

The December 9, 1911 issue of 
Mekeel’s Stamp Weekly included an 

article on page 414 which, although 
not an “offi cial” notifi cation that these 
booklets had been put on sale on 
November 21, 1911, certainly provides 
us with a more authoritative First 
Date of Issue: 

CANAL ZONE – Gerald L. Bliss sends 
us the new 2c stamp booklet which was 
placed on sale in the Zone, Nov. 21.  

The books are bound at the 
Commission’s printing plant at Mt. 
Hope, C.Z., the stamps being taken 
from the regular sheets, three rows 
from top, bottom and sides and as 
part of the stamps are bound vertically 
and part horizontally, it makes four 
different measurements for the covers, 
two for the 25c and two for the  49c 

books.  Thus far only the twos have 
been bound. 

Although on sale but a short time 
at this writing, it is evident that 
the books will prove exceedingly 
popular with the public as it has been 
very diffi cult to keep stamps on the 
Isthmus, not because of the climatic 
conditions which causes sheet stamps 
to stick badly but also because of the 
prevalence of cockroaches and other 
insects which have acquired a taste for 
the mucilage and destroy many stamps 
when left exposed.

We are also indebted to H. Leonard 
for information regarding these new 
Canal Zone stamp booklets. They are 
issued in book[lets] of 12, costing 25 
cents and 24 costing 49 cents.

9, 10, 12, 13 all F+ on VF cover La Boca  
to Ancon $121 ($n/a) Kelleher
46, OG, NH, F $138 ($160) Kelleher
46a, overprint reading down, OG, 
interleaf adheres, F $211 ($375) 
Regency-Superior
67, OG, H, almost VF $219 ($500) 
Kelleher
J17b, E of POSTAGE omitted, TG, H, 
VG-F in pair w/ normal $184 ($800) 
Kelleher

The full names and addresses of the 
auction houses selling these items:
     Daniel F. Kelleher Co., Inc.
     20 Walnut St., Suite 213
     Wellesley, MA  02481
     Regency-Superior Galleries
     PO Box 8277
     St. Louis, MO  63156-8277

21 November 1911: First Day 
of Issue
continued from page 43
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C50a Booklet Cover Color
by Marvin R. Murray

In the 1970s, the Canal Zone Postal Service issued 
airmail stamp booklets in which the 10c (Scott number 
C48a) had a red cover and both the 11c (Scott number C49a) 
and the 13c (Scott No. C50a) had blue covers.  On page 294 
of Canal Zone Stamps by Plass, Brewster, and Salz, the 
authors describe the C50a booklet this way: “…has cover 
style H … printed in blue on white stock, the same color as 
that of the 11c Seal and Jet booklet” cover.  The covers of 
the 11c and 13c booklets are shown in Figs. 1 and 2.

The use of the same color for the two different 
denominations made it diffi cult for postal personnel to 
distinguish between the 11c and 13c booklets.  So why 
were both covers blue?  Was the use of the same color a
mistake and, if so, what was the cause?  The story of these 
booklets began in September 1973, when the United States 
Postal Service announced a postal rate increase from 11c 

1c and 2c Canal Zone Envelopes with War 
Tax Surcharges Resurface 

Discovered among the material from the late George 
Brett’s estate was a pair of long lost postal stationery 
items that were referred to and illustrated in Tatelman’s 
1961 book Canal Zone Postage Stamps and in The Canal 
Zone Philatelist in 1980. (CZP 56: 20) These are 1c Vasco 
Nunez de Balboa and 2c Fernandez de Cordoba envelopes 
of 1916 overprinted CANAL ZONE (UPSS #1 & 2) with 
an additional 2-line surcharge of “T/1-¢” (See the corners 
of these envelopes illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2).  These 
envelopes were described as proofs of a surcharge meant to 
pay the war tax imposed by an Act of Congress, approved 
Oct. 3, 1917. The tax was subsequently deemed an excise 
tax that could not be imposed in the Canal Zone and the 
plan was dropped. The proofs disappeared from view, as 
the 1980 article indicates, and remained buried until now. 
Member Elliot Coleman, who identifi ed and researched 
the pair, reported that they will be auctioned soon, 
along with many other interesting items from the Brett 
accumulation. 

Interrupted Flight Cover
by Gary B. Weiss

A number of interrupted flight covers have been 
reported in The Canal Zone Philatelist, for example, CZP 
91: 9-10.  The cover shown below was obtained at the 
recent APS show in Hartford and represents a crash that 
did not originate from or to the Canal Zone.  It was aboard 
a plane heading from Memphis to Washington, DC and 
was mailed from Newport News, Virginia.  After leaving 
Norfolk, VA, the pilot ran into dense fog.  After circling 
National Airport for an hour, the plane plunged into the 
Potomac killing the pilot and co-pilot.  The salvaged mail 
consisted of 146 pounds of badly water-soaked mail.  The 
mail was taken to the Washington post offi ce, dried out, 
and forwarded after applying the cachet, “DAMAGED IN 
PLANE CRASH/WASHINGTON DC / DEC. 12, 1949.”  It 
is listed in the AAMC as 49.4.  This example is addressed 
to Ancon, Canal Zone.  Additional examples could exist.

Fig. 1  
UPSS #1 
with war tax 
surcharge

Fig. 2  
UPSS #2 
with war tax 
surcharge

Fig. 2  Booklet cover for 13c airmail (Scott No. C50a)  

per ounce to 13c per ounce for airmail letters, effective in 
January 1974.  Regulations required that the Canal Zone 
Postal Service do likewise.  

In planning for this increase, the Director of Posts, D. C. 
Rose, wrote a memorandum on October 1, 1973, to the Civil 
Affairs Director, B. I. Everson, requesting the Governor’s 
approval to surcharge current postal stationery, print new 
postal stationery, and issue a 13c airmail stamp and 13c 
stamp booklet. This memo proposed that 

The design of the stamp to be the same as the current 
Airmail regular series, with an appropriate color change.  
Color suggestions will be requested from the Bureau of 
Engraving and Printing, and submitted to the Canal Zone 
Stamp Advisory Committee for review and approval.

The proposal for the stamp booklet included the phrase:   

Fig. 1  Booklet cover for 11c airmail (Scott No. C49a) 
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Design of the booklet covers to remain the same as current 
booklet with a color change selected by the Canal Zone 
Stamp Advisory Committee. 

Surcharging of the postal stationery was to be performed 
by the Panama Canal Printing Plant and production of 
the new stationery, stamps and booklets was to be at the 
Bureau of Engraving and Printing.

On October 3, 1973, the Director of Posts wrote to Frank 
S. Tucci, Head, Production Scheduling Branch, Bureau of 
Engraving and Printing, providing the following details of 
the requirement for new stamps:

Please prepare a model of the new stamp in various colors 
for review and selection by our Stamp Advisory Committee.  
It is requested that the suggested colors to not confl ict 
with stamps already issued.  I am enclosing copies of these 
stamps for review.

We will also need an airmail booklet containing 20 stamps.  
The design of the covers will remain the same except for 
color and legend. (emphasis added)

On December 4, 1973,  Rose wrote to Robert K. Wilcox, 
Acting Head, Production and Scheduling Branch, Bureau 
of Engraving and Printing (apparently  Tucci was no longer 
there), enclosing the approved model for the 13c airmail 
stamp.  In this letter, Rose noted the following specifi cations: 
“Die No. 17581, Ink No. G-474-G, Green, Giori and approved 
model for the stamp booklet cover.  The booklet cover is 
approved with the following exception: ‘Up to 7 oz.’ should 
read ‘Up to 9 oz.’ on inside cover, panel #2.  The color of the 
booklet is to be the same as the 13c stamp.”

Interestingly, on December 6, 1973, the Canal 
Zone Stamp Advisory Committee met to consider the 
recommendations of the Director of Posts.   Rose submitted 
four models of the new 13c stamp and four different colors 
that had been prepared by the Bureau of Engraving and 
Printing, as well as a model of the new stamp booklet as 
it would look with the new price change.  The committee 
chose kelly green as the stamp color and de facto as the 
color of the stamp booklet.  The committee then asked the 
Director of Posts to initiate the necessary action to procure 
the stamps and postal stationery they had approved.  

The Director must have been very effi cient as he had 
initiated the requested action two days prior with his letter of 
December 4, 1973, in which he also stated he was enclosing 
the approved model.  It is also possible that this letter 
was misdated or dated correctly but held for mailing until 
after the Stamp Advisory Committee met.  The Committee 
minutes state that all four models had been submitted to 
the Committee which would mean that the approved model 
was still in the Canal Zone on December 6, 1973.

Both the Canal Zone Postal Service and the Bureau of 
Engraving and Printing were under a great deal of pressure as 
time was of the essence.  However, the new material did arrive 
in time for the February 11, 1974, fi rst-day-of-issue date.

There was one slight glitch however.  Rose wrote to 
Wilcox on March 6, 1974, 

“I notice that the color of the booklet covers was not changed 
to kelly green as requested.  The same blue used on our 11c 
booklet covers was used on the 13c booklet which will surely 

keep our window clerks alert since the 11c booklet has not 
been removed from sale.”
Did this booklet cover color “error” occur because the 

Canal Zone correspondence was not clear?  For example 
on May 28, 1971, when the 11c airmail stamp booklet was 
produced, the requirement statement was emphatic:  “The 
color of the booklet cover is to be changed from red to blue 
(similar to the blue color on attached Canal Zone airmail 
embossed envelope).” Or was it due to the press of time, or 
the change of personnel (Wilcox replacing Tucci), or simply 
because of inattention during printing?

Whatever the reason we have a trite but true (blue) story 
of a minor Canal Zone stamp production error.

Source material may be found in the Smithsonian 
Institution, National Postal Museum Library, Canal Zone 
Post Offi ce Collection, fi le folder 14-04-007.

Special Auction Report
by Jim Crumpacker

The Dallas fi rm of Spink Shreves Galleries offered in 
September a limited number of lots some of which had 
quite interesting results, as shown below.  See the regular 
auctions column for cataloging details.

1a, inverted overprint, unused, no gum, tiny thin $810 
($1000)
11b, PANAMA overprint inverted, bar at bottom, OG, 
HR, F $420 ($675)
15, OG, faint hint TG, H, almost VF $2745 ($2600)
24c, double overprint, TG, H, XF $390 ($500)
56a, double overprint, OG, H, VF, $480 ($600)
84, pl. bl. of 6 #17842-R w/ 5 pointed star, OG, HR, barely 
F $1380 ($2000)
86a, ZONE ZONE, OG, HR, F-VF in bl. 9 w/ 8 normals 
$1080 ($1282)
104, pl. bl. of 4 #19256-UL, OG, NH, VF $264 ($190)
J18a, ZONE ZONE, OG, HR, VF in bl. 12 w/ 11 normals 
$1440 ($1838)
O8, OG, NH, F-VF, CTO as always $300 ($650)
UX4 var. (UPSS S11) mint entire with only head and 
overprinted, no frame.  Tiny crease o/w VF $3838 ($n/a).    
Believed unique.  Listed in the catalog as UX2 var.

Winners
Congratulations to four CZSG members whose exhibits 

have won major awards at recent major shows.  At APS 
STAMPSHOW, August 14-17, 2008 in Hartford, Connecticut, 
Paul F. Ammons was awarded a Gold for his exhibit Canal 
Zone Second (First Defi nitive) Airmail Series.

At Southeastern Stamp Show on Sept. 26-28, 2008 
in Marietta, Georgia, Bob Karrer received a vermeil for 
his Canal Zone special delivery exhibit, Speedy Personal 
Service - One Way.

The SESCAL show in Los Angeles in October 2008 
had an added dimension, as it was an international show, 
called  SESCAL/AMERICAS 08,  the fi rst in the U.S. since 
2006.   There were two award winners for Canal Zone-based 
exhibits: Irwin Gibbs, FIP Gold, for Canal Zone Overprints 
on Panama Postal Stationery, and Gary Weiss, FIP Large 
Vermeil, for Canal Zone Postage Dues.
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For Sale
CANAL ZONE

SPECIMENS
Irwin Gibbs

1699 El Camino Real, Suite 100
Millbrae, CA 94030

(650) 866-3757

U. S.  POSSESSIONS
(and the rest of the world, too)

Mention your collecting 
interests, and we’ll 

send you our price list.

LAWRENCE J. MOZIAN
“a name associated with philately since 1901”

P.O. Box 5774
Williamsburg, VA 23188

Additional Gutter Snipes 
on Canal Zone Stamps

Gutter snipes have been reported 
on in several Canal Zone Philatelists 
(See CZP 128:26, CZP 134:7).  Gutter 
snipes are stamps that include the 
adjacent selvage or gutter between 
left and right panes or top and bottom 
panes of suffi cient width to include 
perforations on both sides of the 
gutter.

There are now two additional 
examples to add to the list, which has 
been updated and is included in the 

Table 1.   Known Gutter Snipes on Canal Zone Stamps

Press Scott# Illustration Position of Gutter

Rotary   99 Fig. 1 this issue bottom below stamp

Rotary 100 Fig. 1 CZP 134:7 top above stamps in pair

Rotary 103 Fig. 2 this issue top above stamp

Rotary 104 Fig. 3 CZP 134:7 bottom below stamp on Carter fi rst fl ight cover

Rotary 115 Fig. 2 CZP 128:26 top above stamps in pair

Rotary 115 Fig. 4 CZP 134:7 bottom below stamp

Rotary 116 Fig. 1 CZP 128:26 to left of stamp

Rotary 116 Fig. 2 CZP 134:7 to above stamps in pair

Giori 157 Fig. 3 CZP 128:26 top above stamp

Giori 165 Fig. 4 CZP 128:26 to right on stamps in vertical pair

Flat C29 Fig. 5 CZP 128:26 bottom below stamp

Giori C43 Fig. 5 CZP 134:7 to right of stamp – used

CANAL ZONE ~ FOR THE SPECIALIST

 

CS14                                               CS12
1) CS14 – 1923 Christmas Greeting printed on Mar. 27, 1913, 1c Balboa, Die type II, postal card (UX4/S11) by the 
Supply Dept. of the Canal Zone Commission at Mt. Hope and sold through the commissary stores. Unused, Fresh & 
VF-XF. Choice example of this scarce Christmas card……$195.00
2) CS12 – 1922 Christmas Greeting printed on October 1921, 1c Vallarino, postal card (#UX5/S12) by the Supply 
Dept. of the Canal Zone Commission at Mt. Hope and sold through the commissary stores. Unused, Fresh & VF-XF. 
Very slight discoloration on address side from set off of printed greeting which hardly detracts from this otherwise Rare 
& Outstanding card……………….$1500.00

COMPREHENSIVE POSTAL STATIONERY LIST NOW AVAILABLE
FREE ON REQUEST TO CZSG MEMBERS

Elliot W. Coleman
Fine Philatelics

P.O. Box 119 • Pound Ridge, NY 10576
collectibles@pecollectibles.com • Visit our Website at pecollectibles.com

Fig. 1  Gutter snipe at top of 
Canal Zone No. 99

Fig. 2  Gutter snipe at bottom of 
Canal Zone No. 103

table below.  Figure 1 shows a gutter 
snipe at the top of the perf. 10 rotary 
press 10c  Monroe stamp No. 99, and 
Fig. 2 shows a gutter snipe at the 
bottom of a copy of Scott No. 103, the 
rotary press perf. 11 x 10 ½ example 
of the 5c Roosevelt.  The latter was 
found recently on eBay.  Reports of 
additional examples are encouraged.

R.D. Bates


