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Richard D. Bates, Jr.
P.O. Box 40583
Palisades Station
Washington, D.C. 20016
I believe that there are four vital jobs
in the CZSG that must be filled by able,
"fun-loving" volunteers: the CZSG Secretary, the CZSG President, the Editor of The
Canal Zone Philatelist, and the person who
runs the Mail Sale each year. If any of them
lets us down, the organization will crumble.
Other positions are important too, but the
crucial day-to-day functioning falls on the
shoulders of these four. We are always
looking for new people who are willing and
able to fill these important jobs.
This comment is timely because Bob
-Reisinger, our-Editor of The Canal Zone
Philatelist, told me recently that he did not
feel that he could continue in that capacity
beyond the middle of 1992. Bob has done
a very sound job, and I am sorry that he
cannot continue.
As President, I have the responsibility
for finding and appointing a new Editor.
I am looking for your help and suggestions,
perhaps even a volunteer. An ideal candidate for the position of Editor will have
the following five qualities: 1) willingness
to do it, 2) previous experience writing and,
ideally, encouraging and helping others to
write, 3) the philatelic knowledge both to
recognize good articles written by others
and to fill in by writing himself or herself
when needed (as is often the case), 4) the
ability to work well with others, and 5) the
organization and sense of timeliness to get
the job done.
If you know of someone who has (or feel
you yourself have) these qualities (or at
least most of them) and would like to find
out more about the position, please write
to me at the address given at the top of
this column, or call me during the day at
202-687-5970. This is a chance to contribute in a very important way to the health
of our organization and to Canal Zone
philately.
HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO ALL!

Fourth Quarter, 1991

Whole No. 101

WWII Canal Zone Naval Station/Base

Postmarks

by David J. Leeds
Little has been reported on wartime Canal Zone Naval Station/Base postmarks other
than that they are mostly "blind" and can only be identified by the return address. Although
Lawson Entwistle's The Postal Mar~ings of the Canal Zone briefly discusses WWII APO
and FPO markings on incoming mail
(pages 256-257), there are no listings or
reports of actual postal markings that can
be identified with the Canal Zone naval
installations.
Two covers illustrated here definitely
and positively show 1945 Canal Zone WWII
Naval Station/Base postmarks from New
York U.S. Navy 121 Branch (Balboa) and
122 Branch (Cristobal). Both are registered letters - one commercial, the other
official. Tracings are shown of the 28 mm
diameter Navy 121 (Fig. 1) and the 30 mm
Fig. 1. U.S. Navy 121 Branch
diameter partially illegible Navy 122 (Fig.
Po~tmark,
Balboa.
2). Additional Canal Zone Naval Station!
Base numbered postmarks probably also
exist from the dozen or so other post offices,
such as 1955, et cetera, and should be found
on the backs of registered letters from
these offices. However, letters from some
of the bases are quite elusive and the
specific markings have not been reported.
The 121 Balboa cover (Figs. 3a, 3b) was
sent air mail/registered from Colon addressed to Naval Base 128 [Pearl Harbor,
Fig. 2. U.S. Navy 122 Branch
Hawaii]. A subsequent cover from the same
Postmark.
Cristobal.
sender to the same addressee dated November 11, 1945 is to Submarine Base,
Pearl Harbor. The dates support a numbered address March 16, 1945, before the
Japanese surrender, and a clear (uncoded)
Editor for
address later. Routingis a little vague, but
The Canal Zone Philatelist
the dated postmarks support the following
and
sequence:
volunteers for
"Colon Republic of Panama Regother positions in
istered," March 14 [with correct
The
Canal
Zone Study Group.
franking for airmail, registration,
See President's Report on
and postal tax].
this page for details.
"NEW YORK. N.Y. U.S. NAVY
121 BR .•••March 16. [It is presumed
Contact:
that Colon sent it to the major local
Richard
D.
Bates.
Jr. President
Naval post office. Navy 121 then
Canal
Zone
Study
Group
turned it over to Balboa.]

WANTED

"Balboa Registered" (Ent. Rg.-20),
March 16, and "Balboa Airmail
Registered" (Ent. RgAm-2), also
March 16.
(Continued on page 26)
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P.O. Box 40583. Palisades Station
Washington. D.C. 20016
FAX: 202-687-6209

TEL: 202-687-5970(days)

The Canal Zone Philatelist
(lSSN 0746-004 X)

A.P.S. Mfiliate No. 42
Robert A. Reisinger, Editor
3845 Inca Street NE
Albuquerque, NM 87111
The Canal Zone Philatelist (USPS 556-140)
is published quarterly for $8.00 per year which
includes membership in the Canal Zone Study
Group, 10,000 East Broadway, Tucson, AZ
85748. Second-class postage paid at Tucson,
AZ. Send subscriptions, changes of address
and complaints of non-delivery to the Secretary, John C. Smith, 408 Redwood Lane,
Schaumburg, IL 60193.
Display advertising accepted from CZSG
members only at the following rates per
insertion:
One column, two inches
$10.00
One column, five inches
20.00
Two columns, five inches
35.00
No larger advertisements than above are
accepted. Remittance must accompany copy.
Deadline for ads, first day ofMar., June, Sept.,
Dec. Advertising copy should he sent to Paul
J. Kravitz, P.O. Box9157,Bardonia, NY 10954.
Back issues of the journal, handbooks, and
other publications can be ordered from Richard F. Murphy, 501 Rosebud Lane, Greer, SC
29650.

Articles and information for publication
should be sent to Robert A. Reisinger, Editor,
"3845 Inca StreetNE, Albuquerque, NM 87111.
Manuscripts must be double-spaced typed or
printed copy. Glossy photographs must be
supplied for figures of stamps or covers which
must show clearly against black backgrounds.
Photocopies are not satisfactory. If you need
help, write to the Editor. The author must
advise the Editor if the article has been published or is being considered for publication
elsewhere.
Copyright 1991
Canal Zone Study Group

Auctions
by Gilbert N. Plass
Only a moderate amount of rarer Canal
Zone stamps were sold at auction during
the past quarter. However, several very
rare items realized excellent prices. The
only known copy of No. 38b var., 1¢ booklet
pane pair with overprint missing on right
stamp sold for $6380. This establishes a
new benchmark price for overprint errors
of which only one copy is known.
All stamps in the following list are
unused unless mentioned otherwise. Serious defects are noted. Most prices do not
include the 10% premium paid by the
buyer, although a few auctioneers do
include this in their reported prices realized. The catalogue price listed in the
auction catalogue is given in parenthesis
following the selling price.

Canal Zone
1, $400 ($425) Harmers
12, PANAAM, $400 ($650) Bartlett
38b var., 1¢ booklet pane pair, stamp on
right missing ovp., only example known,
$6380 Christie's
39d, $110 ($150) Siegel
47, imprint b1., of 4, vf centering, except
center horiz. perfs are nearly touching,
$7000 ($12,500) Ivy
53, flvf, $90 ($130) Kelleher
53 var. specimen, uncut pane of 4 booklet
panes (24 stamps), the4 panes are in horiz.
strip imperf. btw., minor nat. inclusion,
with uncut bookletcovers,$ll,OOO Christie's
56g, complete booklet of 4 booklet panes
of6 stamps each, $2420 ($3400) Christie's
71e, booklet pane, $100 ($125) Bartlett
J3, hr, f, $440 ($750) Christie's
J 18 and J 19 in left pI. bI. of 6 each with
wrong font CANAL on one stamp; J18 has
perfs touching or cutting; J19 has sm.
faults, $475 Harmers
Addresses of above auctioneers: Please
mention The Canal Zone Philatelist when
writing for a catalogue. Auctioneers wishing to have their sales included, send
catalogues with prices realized to Gilbert
N. Plass, Box 9973, College Station, TX
77842. Aubrey Bartlett, Inc., 49 Geary,
Suite 225, San Francisco, CA 94108;
Christie's-Robson Lowe, 502 Park Ave.,
New York, NY 10022;HarmersofNewYork
Inc., 14-16 E. 33rd St., New York, NY
10016; Ivy, Shreve, and Mader Auction
Galleries, Heritage Plaza, Highland Park
Village, Dallas, TX 75205-2788; Daniel F.
Kelleher Co., Inc., 50 Congress St., Suite
314, Boston, MA 02109; Robert A. Siegel
Auction Galleries, Inc., 160 E. 56th St.,
New York, NY 10022; United Postal
Stationery Society, Box 48, Redlands, CA
92373.

Naval Station Postmarks
(Continued

from page 25)

Additional markings indicated perfect
air connections (better than today) but
with some question ofwhere the blind "U.S.
NAVY REGISTERED," March 21 was
applied. It could have been at either San
Francisco or Pearl Harbor depending on
who flew the mail. USPO could have turned
the letter over to the Navy at San Francisco
FPO, where it could have taken an Army
Air Corp flight from Hamilton Field (25
miles north of San Francisco) as cargo, or
it could have been recognized by USPO and
stayed with a routine FAM-14 flight to
Honolulu. Daily service would have been
required for any carrier. Army Air Corp
participation
appears favored to avoid
delays in Honolulu.
"New York Navy 10947 BR." (Pearl
Harbor Navy Yard), March 22, "New
York Navy 10088 BR." (Pearl Harbor),March23, and "New York Navy
10954 BR." (Pearl Harbor Submarine Base), March 25, the addressee,
show ground time equalling flight
time.
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The 122 Cristohal cover shown in Fig.
4 (courtesy George Cosentini) was official
registered and thus only required a 20¢
registration fee. Air mail service was not
requested or paid for, although this type
of mail was routinely dispatched by air.
The only postal markings on the face are
the registered box and number, and a blind
target killer on the U.S. postage stamp.
Unfortunately,
the return address has
been removed. The cover is addressed to
the United States Fleet Records Office in
New York City. Dated backstamps are two
blind CDS "U.S. Navy" June 2,1944. Their
location indicates that these are the first
mar~ings applied. "New York, N.Y .... 122
BR,"datedJune
3,1944, is from Cristobal.
A portion of this CDS is illegible. Details
of the missing letters would be appreciated
if anyone has a marking with a similar
format. A blind "U.S. Navy" CDS dated
June 7 is probably a New York Navy
marking presuming the letter went by air.
The dearth of registered naval covers
maybe attributed to the small number sent
and the even smaller number "saved."
Inventories at dealers bourse tables indicate that the number of registered covers
available is considerably less than 1% of
ordinary naval wartime mail covers.
Discussion of the interpretation of the
postal markings or alternative routings
would be of interest to the author and/or
Editor. Additional Canal Zone naval postmarks should also be sent for inclusion in
an updated Postal Markings Handbook.
All available Canal Zone post offices,
including military, were photo-inventoried by George W. Brett in late 1945/early
1946. We are indebted to him for the
photographs of Navy Branches 121 Balboa,
122 Cristobal, and 1955 Coco Solo, and to
Larry Jennings for the half-tones used in
this article. NPO 121 was located at West
Bank, Balboa (Fig. 5), which became
Rodman on February 1, 1946. Brett's
(Continued

on page 28)

Meeting

Planned for WCSE '92
The CZSG will be holding a meeting at
the World Columbian Stamp Expo '92,
a world-class ten day event, next May 22
to 31, 1992. WCSE '92 will be an international bourse of about 200 dealers. From
all indications it will be as big asAMERIPEX
'86. The site for the show is the O'Hare
Exposition Center, close to O'Hare airport.
Please make plans to attend our meeting. Anyone with slides of the Panama
Canal Zone and/or its philately is also
encouraged to bring them. A slide projector
will be available. Please contact John C.
Smith, 408 Redwood Ln., Schaumburg, IL
60193 if you will be bringing slides, or if
you have any questions. Details on the
meeting time, day and room will be in the
next CZP.
John C. Smith

Fig. 3a. U.S. Navy 121 Branch Cover, front.

Fig. 3b. U.S. Navy 121 Branch Cover, back.

Fig. 4a. U.S. Navy 122 Branch Cover, front.

Fig. 4b. U.S. Navy 122 Branch Cover, back.

Fig. 5. U.S. Navy 121 Branch, Balboa, West Bank.

Fig. 6. U.S. Navy 121 Branch, Balboa, Pier 1.

Fig. 7.IU.S. Navy 121 Branch, Balboa, Pier 17.

Fig. 8. U~S.Navy 121 Branch, Rodman Hospital.
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Fig. 9. U.S. Navy 122 Branch, Cristobal.

Fig. 10. U.S. Navy 1955 Branch, Coco Solo
Navy Hospital.

Naval Station Postmarks
(Continued from page 26)
photographs show three additional branches
of 121: Pier 1, Balboa (Fig. 6); Pier 17 (Fig.
7); and Rodman Hospital (Fig. 8). Figure
9 is of the Fleet Post Office, Cristobal, NPO
122. NPO 1955 (Fig. 10) was located in the
Coco Solo Naval Hospital Building. The
other dozen or so numberedNPOs were not
arnong Brett's photographs, and may not
have existed at the time he was there. Most
were closed before September 1945.
Discussions with GeorgeCosentini, Lawson
Entwistle, Robert Karrer, Dan Mayo,
William Morrill, and Gary Weiss arc
acknowledge with thanks.

References
Anon., "APO Numbers", CZP 46:3.
Ardiff, V. LeYoung, "Canal Zone - 'U.S. Fleet'," Mckeels Weekly Stamp News, March 25,
1936; reprinted in CZP 45:29.
Brett, George W., "Canal Zone Navy Post Offices," The Bureau Specialist, Vol. 17, March
1946, pp 64-65.
Coletta, Paolo E., United States Navy and Marine Corps Bases, Overseas," Greenwood
Press, Westport, CN.
Entwistle,

Lawson P., "The Postal Markings of the Canal Zone," CZSG Handbook No.
5, with Supplements, 1982, pp 256-257.
Murphy, R.T., "Locations and Assignments - USN / USMC Mobile Land Forces and their
Post Office Faeilities - World War II and Later, "War Cover Club Monograph,
1977. Canal Zone extracts, CZP 47:11.

Split Overprints

No. 91e. The cause of these two types of
shifts is generally the same, a misalignment of the overprint being applied to the
sheet of stamps. (Some ZONE CANAL
errors arise from the order of the slugs for
the words CANAL and ZONE being reversed, rather than misalignments.)
New split overprints are discoveredfrom
time to time, and should be illustrated in
the CZP. One such previously unreported
split overprint on J2 is shown in Fig. 2.
It should be given the CZSG No. J2.3 in
the checklist.
Should members have other shifted
overprints that have not been listed, please
send a photograph or the stamp to the
Editor or to me to have a photo made. A
photocopy is not sufficient.
R.D. Bates, Jr.

There are several Canal Zone overprints
that are shifted horizontally or vertically
causing part of the words of the overprint
to appear on two different stamps. These
are considered to be varieties and are listed
in specialized lists such as the checklist
in the back of Canal Zone Stamps by Plass,
Brewster, and Salz. An example is CZSG
No. 85.4, a copy of which is shown inFig.
1. This copy is noteworthy because it is

CANAL ZONE
Fig. 2. Split overprint on Scott No. J2.

Fig. 1. Split overprint on Scott No. 85

position 100 from a LR sheet, and shows
the initials of the plate finishers. Split
overprints are interesting varieties, but
they are considered less significant than
errors. Examples of these show the overprint is shifted sufficiently to reverse the
order in which the words normally read,
such as the ZONE CANAL error on Scott
28

POST OFFICE
BOX DOORS
For Details, Send SASE

Gerald L. Graver
Rt. 2, Box 510-R

Goliad, Texas 77963

Why Columbus

Wouldn't Stand Still
by Robert J. Karrer, Jr.
Gracing the center of the principal
avenue of Colon in a tropical setting is a
large bronze statue of the discoverer of the
New World. For all intents and purposes
it might as well have been there for
centuries - but then again, in the tropical
climes of the Spanish Main even the newest
of man's creations quickly assumes the
patina of age.
It doesn't take a great stretch of the
imagination to picture Christopher Columbus atop a pedestal overlooking the Caribbean Sea since he was the first European
to view this wondrous area as the 15th
century drew to a close. In fact, the Admiral
of the Ocean Sea touched many of the
shores lapped by the brilliant blue waters
of the Caribbean.
Panama - "abounding in the fishes" in
the native tongue - was sighted by ColumbUBon his fourth and last voyage to the
New World in 1502. Many of the names
he bestowed on the coast are still used Nombre de DioB, Portobelo, Bahia de los

memorial. So, a large statue by Vicente
Vela was cast at Turin. Italy. in 1866. on
a commission by Empress Eugenie and was
presented by her to Colombia with the
stipulation that it be erected in Colon. But
first, the statue was displayed at the 1867
Universal Exposition in Paris, where it
gained a gold medal for excellence.
An eye witness account of the whole
affair is provided by Tracy Robinson in his
book Fifty Years at Panama, published in
1907. While various interpretations can be
made of the symbolism behind the statue,
Robinson's description seems to me reasonable and deftly written. "The figure of
Columbus is of heroic size, in the attitude
of protecting, with his right arm, a naked
Indian girl who crouches by his side. With
his left hand he is apparently making a
gesture of appeal or explanation. The
countenance is noble and benign; while the
face of the Indian maiden expresses
wonder, with a mixture of alarm."
On April 29, 1870, the statue arrived in
Colon (or Aspinwall as it was called by the
Americans at the time), but it was not
immediately erected, although a grand

Navios, and so forth. So, Columbus has a
long standing connection with the Isthmus
of Panama, and it is perfectly appropriate
to erect his memorial at the city which
bears his name. In fact, Colon - that city
- was promised a monument in his honor
as early as 1855 - only a few years after
its founding.
Back to our statue. This particular work
of art dates back more than a century to
the days of the self-proclaimed imperial
grandeur of the Second French Empire of
Napoleon III. This particular Bonaparte
had visions of domains across the seas, and
his ill-fated Mexican venture is but the
most salient of these. To help further his
ambitions and increase the acceptance of
his rule many gestures to the Latin
American republics were offered. The
Colombian government had named the
town at the terminus of the Panama
railroad in honor of Columbus - Colon, in
Spanish. Colon was as unhealthy a place
as could be found along the Caribbean.
Located on a low lying islet on the shores
of Bahia de los Navios which had been
named by Columbus (called Navy Bay by
the English speaking, however), Colon was
deemed to be a suitable place for a

Fig. 1. Illustration used for J5 stamp.

(Continued on page 30)

Fig. 2. Statue outside Hotel Washington.
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Fig. 4. Statue at Colon.

Fig. 3. Statue ouside De Lesseps Residence.
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Columbus
(Continued from page 29)
celebration greeted its arrival. In fact, it
remained, still in its case, on a local wharf
until October 1870. It was at this time that
its travels around the city began. It is
within the realm of reason that it might
still be there but for the arrival of cable
communications. Once again, let us see
what Robinson has to say about ensuing
events:
"...in October, 1870 Sir Charles Bright
came to Colon to land the cable which was
to give us our first telegraphic connection
with the world ... in order to kill two birds
with the same stone, [the superintendent
of the PRR] obtained the permission of the
Panama departmental government to un pack
the statue, and set it up as part of the
celebration in honor of Sir Charles and his
cable.
"A hasty pedestal, not more than two
orthree feet high, was built of brick, among
the tracks of the railroad yards at Colon,
and the group placed thereon.
"October 22,1870, was the day appointed
for the double event· the landing and the
unveiling - and all the dignitaries of the
Isthmus were invited to be present. General Buenaventura
Correoso was then
President of Panama. He came over with
his suite, accompanied by the Catholic
bishop of Panama, and a crowdofnotablcs.
"But alas! There was a rain that day, the
like of which the oldest inhabitant could
not remember. It was a deluge. The people
gathered, at least the few whose enthusiasm was waterproof, under umbrellas,
around the statue, while the bishop offered
prayer, and President Correoso delivered
an oration. The writer of these sketches
was to have read an address, but did not.
There was a sudden adjournment - and
champagne. Landing day was indeed a wet
affair."

remove the monument from the railroad
yard to the entrance of the new canal town."
The statue, at the very entrance of what
became known as the French Canal, was
a noted landmark for many years at that
site. In fact, the French constructed an
elaborate headquarters building/residence
commonly referred to as the "DeLesseps
Palace" on the same site, and the statue
graced the front yard. When the French
failed in their effort to unite the oceans
at Panama, in 1904 the Americans bought
the French assets and negotiated a treaty
with the new local and independent government. Various American offices were
quartered in the old palace and Columbus
was allowed to remain in place for a few
more ye ars. Since the rou te ofthe Americ an
canal did not follow that of the French, the
old entrance was away from the center of
things, and so it was proposed to remove
Columbus and his Indian maiden to yet
another location. It was not a quiet,
peaceful move, for the controversy over
who should have it went all the way to the
Foreign Minister level. The Isthmian
Canal Commission (lCC), which ran the
Canal Zone, was of the opinion that
everything within the boundaries of the
Zone which had been ceded by Panama was
no longer subject to the republic's jurisdiction - and that included the statue. Of
course, Panama denied that this was the
case since they felt it was the territory only
and not everything in it, especially as the

CANAL

ZONE

(Continued on page 31)

EXCEPTIONAL

"MOUNT HOPE"

CANAL ZONE

Overprints

• CUBA· GUAM
• HAWAII· PUERTO RICO

Immaculatemint,freshO.g.,andneverhinged.

• PHILIPPINES

No. 46 (1 ¢ green and black)
'91 Scott Retail $150.00

• DANISH W. INDIES

Fine by V.F.centering

$100

V.F

$125

"I wonder how the bishop and General
Correoso felt at having to essentially
repeat their words of only a few months
earlier when they had welcomed the statue
to Colonamidstsimilarfestivities ... "manana."

ExtremelyFine
Superb

$200

There the statue remained until the
arrival of Count Ferdinand DeLesseps on
the Isthmus of Panama on December 30,
1879. DeLesseps, flush with the excitement of the upcoming effort to dig a canal
across the Isthmus, debarked at Colon with
his wife, three of his numerous children,
and a large party of hangers-on, engineers,
and so forth. The purpose of the trip was
to officially inaugurate the great enterprise by a ceremonial turning of the earth
at the mouth of the soon-to-be dug canal.

Fine by V.F.centering
V.F
ExtremelyFine
Superb

Shortly after his arrival, DeLesseps was
told of the statue. Mr. Robinson, who was
there, relates the story thusly: "As he was
kin to the French Empress and desired to
glorify her and himself as much as possible,
he asked and was granted permission to

statue was never considered to be French
property anyway, and had only been
located at what was at the time a suitable
location. (The French never had a "canal
zone" such as was acquired by the Americans, and local sovereignty over all the
territory was never a subject of argument.
There the situation rested until, as the
Panamanian author Juan Susto said in his
pamphlet on the statue printed in 1930:
"North American diplomacy, in order to not
continue an interminable controversy [and
they were right in this supposition] suggested to Panama that the statue be located
on the Canal Zone boundary line -just like
the Christofthe Andes [between Argentina
and Chile] since it was preferable to accept
an accord on continuing a diplomatic
discussion which would lead to an arbitration." This didn't exactly work out, but the
Panamanians did agree in 1916 that it
could be placed in front of the Hotel
Washington in Colon as a provisional
remedy. The hotel, although operated by
the U.S. government, did not permit free
access to all Panamanians. It was a regular
masonry structure which still stands at the
point of land farthest out in Navy Bay.
(Perhaps the PRR through the U.S. Government was asserting a previous claim on
the statue since it had originally been
emplaced in THEIR yards?)

$150

No. 48 (5¢ blue and black)
'91 Scott Retail $625.00

$350
$450
$500
$ 700
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Columbus
(Continued {rom page 30)
Yet another move had to be accomplished
before the pair could find a permanent
home - if indeed, anything about this saga
can be termed "permanent." For over a
decade the cool breezes of the Bay brushed
their countenances, but the Americans
finally gave in, and on May 31, 1930, a
letter was received at the Panamanian
Foreign Ministry offering the statue to
Panama so it could be removed to wherever
they wanted to locate it. And so, before the
year was out, it was time to take Columbus
on yet another journey. There it rests to
this day, little known and even less
appreciated by the local populace, most of
whom have no knowledge of the significance of the man and the Indian lass on
the pedestal. It is, however, an imposing
pair now, as a notable pedestal has been
fabricated and the area is rife with palms
swaying in the breezes.
So, that's why Columbus wouldn't stay
still ... a microcosm of isthmian history and
the rise, ascendancy and eclipse of nations
on her soil, until today it lies in the
possession of its rightful and originally
intended owners.
In the early years of the century many
of the picture postcard publishers and
vendors of the Isthmus had among their
offerings varying views of the statue. Some
of these are illustrated here. (Figs. 1 to
4)

-

-- -- ---------- ~_.-- --

----

The files of the AmericanBank Note Co.
contained a good bit of data on these issues
including the actual picture postcard used
by the firm to design the stamp. Figure
1 illustrates this important piece and is
provided through the courtesy of Paul
Kravitz.
In addition, both Panama and the Canal
Zone have depicted the statue on postage
stamps. For the Zone it is on J 5, J8 and
J10 - all overprinted on the basic Panama
stamp. These stamps are highly sought
after and scarce on cover, while the stamps
themselves can often be acquired in CZSG
mail sales or through our dealer members.
[Ed. Note: This article is based on one
written for our sister collector group the

CANAL ZONE
Comprehensive Stock Including
singles, plate blocks, FDC's, FFC's,
B.O.B., stationery, covers and
collateral material.
Send for Free Detailed List
Wants Lists Serviced

C&HSTAMPS
P.O. Box 324
Syracuse, NY 13209
Phone (315) 488-0136
CZSG APS USPPS

Isthmian Collectors' Club several years
ago, by the same author. Members wishing
more information on the ICC are invited
to write to Bob Karrer at Box 6094,
Alexandria VA 22306. (A SASE would be
appreciated by Mr. Karrer.)]

Back to
Canal Zone Basics
by Richard D. Bates, Jr.
Let me start by saying that I have
changed the title of this column. This
follows the suggestion of one of our
members that we avoid any possible
conflict with I:. column of the previous name
"Back to Basics" that appears in a different
general purpose philatelic publication.
One of the things most collectors learn
relatively early, and often quite painfully,
concerns collecting coil stamps and imperforate stamps. The maxim is that these
should be collected in pairs as a minimum.
This advice is given because one can be
sure that coil stamps are genuine and
stamps are really imperforate only if they
are in pairs or larger pieces. In this column
I will present the rationale for these
requirements, and examine their applicability to stamps of the Canal Zone, as they
apply to coil stamps. I will treat imperforate stamps next time.

all perforated, not imperforate. Moreover,
the gauge of the perforations is different.
All the Canal Zone coil stamps (Scott Nos.
152-154,,160-162) are printedon the rotary
press and are perf. 10 versus the corresponding rotary press sheet stamps which
are llx10 1/2. Thus even "cutting down"
a sheet stamp still leaves the perforated
side wit.h the wrong number of holes per
two centimeters, the measurement on
which t.he gauge of the perforations is
based. 'l'here is also little financial reward
in "creating" Canal Zone coil stamps.
But the tradition
of collecting coil
stamps :inpairs is well established and my
advice is to try to collect coil stamps in
pairs. If you own an album for which a space
is provided for a coil single, you can fill
that space with a single, but I would not
break a multiple to do it. Further, if you
collect used stamps, singles are much more
readily available, especially for the higher
face value stamps.

An Interesting Letter
Cristobal, Canal Zone
September 22, 1914
My dear Mr. Gifford:
Yours of 4th inst. to hand and very glad
indeed to have the set of the new U.S., am
enclosing equivalent in Canal Zone with
many thanks for your courtesy.

In the early part of this century,
imperforate stamps were regularly issued
Have heard nothing from my defaulting
by the U.s.-Post- Office.-Being regularly - employee-and as he was of German descent
issued means that you could buy them at
I am inclined to believe he has lost himself
the post office as such. They were not
in the war. As hewasonly bondedfor$2,OOO
errors. They were made available in part
and defalcation [embezzlement] amounts
so that private companies like Schermack
to $3,200 I rather expect to get "stung" for
could make their privately perforated coil
the $1,200 above his bond even tho I was
stamps. But the imperforate stamps were
practically helpless as far as preventing
often of considerably less value than the
it goes. Suppose I must consider it as one
scarce coil stamps issued by the Post Office.
of the risks of the occupation.
Thus an imperforate stamp could be
War is affecting the canal appreciably
"u pgraded" by adding perforations to make
and there is not half the shipping there
it appear to be the scarce coil stamp. Coil
was before first of August. Five Hamburgstamps could also be "manufactured" by
American boats are anchored in the harbor
cutting down a fully perforated copy. Of
not daring to risk capture by leaving this
course, the coil stamp had to have the same
neutral port.
watermark as the stamp "doctored" to look
I was honored by an invitation from Col.
like it. Detecting these modifications is
Goethals
to be one of the few passengers
easier when examining a pair. Single coil
to make the fi.I:s1 trip thro canal on the SS
stamps, in general, cannot be authenti·Cristobal" Aug. 3rd and thus realized an
cated, because the tests used in expertizing
ambition of nine years. Only employees
require measurements only available on
who had been in continuous service since
pairs or larger strips. A single, without the
1905 were accorded invitations which were
assurance that it can be expertized, beall written personally by Gov. Goethals,
comes risky to purchase. Thus the advice
and consequently were very highly prized.
is always to collect early U.S. coils in pairs.
Modern U.S. transportation coils require
The Canal has been "officially openedn
at least a strip of 3 to show the line and
since August 15th. and vessels pass thro
number correctly.
every day and it has become an old story
to us now.
How does all this apply to Canal Zone
stamps? Collecting coil stamps in pairs is
Glad to hear from you and trust you can
still advisable, but the reasons given above
find time to write again some time in the
not far distant future.
do not apply. There are no stamps from
which Canal Zone coil stamps can be faked.
Cordially & Sincerely Yours
The sheet stamps of the same design were
/s/ Gerald D. Bliss
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PIPEX'91
A meeting of the CZSG was held on May
26 in SeaTac, Washington, at PIPEX.
Three members and four guest were
present, including Henry Beecher, a wellknown expert on U.S. postal rates and
regulations.
Larry Weinstock had examples of various overprinttypes, and Len
Lukens showed some recently acquired
flight covers that will be added to his award
winning exhibit of Canal Zone airmail
covers.Membership applications and sample
copies of the CZP were given to all of the
guests.
Harry P. Heislein, Jr.

Winners
VERPEX '91, sponsored by the Vermont
Philatelic Society, Rutland, Vermont, June
22, 1991, a Gold 1st U.S. and Possessions
to James P. Mongeon, Celebrating Victory:
The Panama-Pacific Exposition For The
Panama Canal (Canal Zone Stamps and
Covers).
ROYALE*1991*ROYAL, sponsored by
the Lakeshore Stamp Club, Quebec, Canada,
a Silver-Bronze to Robert A. Reisinger, The
Canal Zone Philatelist.
ROYALE *1991*ROYAL, sponsored by
the Lakeshore Stamp Club, Quebec, Canada,
a Bronze to Robert Karrer, Jr., Journal of
the Isthmian Collectors Club.

COUGHLIN'S
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and Philippines
U.S. and Worldwide
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Box 762, Washougal, WA98671
Tel. 206-835-7990
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