The Canal Zone

Philatelist
Newly Discovered
Uncut Booklet Panes

President's Report
Richard D. Bates,
P.O. Box 40583

Whole No. 100

Third Quarter, 1991

Vol. 27, No.3

Jr.

Palisades Station
Washington, D.C. 20016
My report this time is a brief one, in part
to bring to your attention the message it
contains. It is to announce the next
national meeting of the CZSG and to
encourage you to plan to attend. This
meeting will be held in August of 1992 at
the annual American Philatelic Society
show in Oakland, California. Officially
called STaMps SHOW '92, it will be held
at the Oakland Convention Center from the
27th to the 30th of August.
The year 1992 is of special importance
to the CZSG as it is the 40th anniversary
of the founding of our group. Some of the
original members are still active in the
CZSG. I would especially like to encourage
each of them to attend.
The CZSG will hold a meeting at which
future directions of our organization will
be discussed, contributions of its members
will be recognized, and new discoveries will
be highlighted. We will also sponsor an
exhibit and will offer the Canal Zone Study
Group Exhibitors Award to the best Canal
Zone exhibit in the show.
Our previous effort along these lines at
BALPEX '90 was very successful. There
was a lively meeting at which the CZSG
Service Medal was presented for the first
time, and agroup of exceptional Canal Zone
exhibits was displayed. We hope this
meeting will be as exciting. You can help
make it be a special event for our organization by entering your exhibit in the
competition, or by attending and participating in the meeting. We are not at the
stage where we want to have an annual
meeting, but a meeting in alternate years
seems better than one every decade, which
seemed to be the pattern before BALPEX
'90.

Meeting Notice
At SE SCAL '91, a regional meeting
of the CZSG will be held at the LAX
Hyatt Hotel, Century and Sepulveda
Blvds., Los Angeles, California, on
Sunday, October 13, 1991 at 2:00
p.m. There will also be a meeting of
COPAPHIL, whichmaybeofinterest
to our members, at 3:00 p.m. Details
from David Leeds, 213-472-0282.

by Richard D. Bates,

Jr.

Though the Canal Zone is now considered to be a dead country, an exceptional amount
of previously unrecorded, even unknown, Canal Zone material has recently appeared.
First, in Fall 1990, Christie's auctioned a spectacular offering of specimen items from
the vaults of The American Bank Note
realized for these two uncut blocks were
Company. The Canal Zone material from
$9500 and $10,000 (before the 10%buyer's
commission) so the scarcity and appeal of
that sale is so massive in quantity that
the purchasers are still organizing and
this newly discovered and unlisted Canal
characterizing the exciting new items. We
Zone variety were realized by those who
hope that a full article about that material
wound up purchasing them.
and what it tells us about the stamps and
But the story of these varieties goes
their overprints will appear in this journal
beyond these features. Also shown in the
in the near future.
figure is the front cover that accompanied
Then, almost as if to try to top the
these panes. This would have been placed
on top of the panes when they were cut
previous offering, a Christie's catalogue
apart to form the booklets. In fact this
this Spring included several additional
spectacular items. One of these is shown
uncut block offour covers shows the single
in Fig. 1 (see p. 19)and is the subject of
staple hole per booklet that matches the
this article. Finally, on July 25, 1991,
four staple holes that appear on the uncut
William A. Fox Auctions offered the
block of stamps shown in the figure. And
Morton Dean Joyce collection of Canal
the staple holes in the other uncut block
Zone booklets and booklet panes. These
of booklet panes sold in Christie's sale
match up as well. Thus, the block of four
included an exceptional grouping of bookfront and back booklet covers and both
let pane position pieces, especially handmade booklets and panes.
blocks of four uncut booklet panes with
insert sheet had been assembled into
Figure 1 shows an uncut block of four
booklet panes of Scott No. 53c. As this
booklets but had never been cut. They were
figure readily shows, this piece would have
exploded sometime before being photoyielded four booklet panes of six stamps
graphed for the auction catalogue.
each when cut up. The cutting would have
The block offour booklet pane covers also
taken place along the wide gutters that
shows two additional markings. First is the
are imperforate on this particular piece.
readily visible "SPECIMEN" marking that
This block shows clearly that the stamps
can be seen between the top two covers.
used for the machine-made booklet panes
Second is the number "F5966" that appears
are manufactured from special booklet
at the top of the top cover. As has been
pane plates, with the wide gutters accountdescribed by R.H. Salz previously in The
Canal Zone Philatelist,
Vol. 14 (Whole No.
ing for the very comfortable margins
typically found on the straight edge on
49), page 31 (1978), these numbers are job
singles and booklet panes from machinenumbers assigned by The American Bank
made panes of stamps of Panama overNote Company. The F stands for foreign,
printed for use in the Canal Zone.
meaning that the order was not from within
These panes are of special interest
the U.S. A job number was assigned for
because they are uncut. Though they could
each job received, so that more than one
be cut into four booklet panes, they could
stamp can show the same F number. On
also be separated along the vertical persheet stamps the job number often appears
forations to produce nine pairs of No. 53
along the top selvage, looking like a plate
number, similar to those shown in the
imperforate between, albeit with a wider
gutter than found on the normal sheet
uncut block in Fig. 1. On the uncut block
of booklet panes shown in Fig. 1, the foreign
stamps. As two uncut blocks of four panes
were included in the sale, there now is a
job number appears twice. It shows in
vermillion in the upper right corner, and
potential for 18 imperforate between pairs
to be available for collectors. The prices
(Continued
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Partially Printed
Marginal Markings
by George W. Brett
In the second quarter 1991 issue ofCZP
there was a short piece on a partially
printed plate number and an illustration
of a block ofthe Canal Zone 10-cent postage
due, Scott No. J27 (Reisinger 1991). Two
suggested explanations
for such were
given but both fall short of the mark. One
suggested that the reason for the partial
print was a double sheet feed, only
partially overla pping. The other suggested
that it was "... the result of the wiper blade
used to ink the plate stopping abruptly."
The critical thing in analyzing printing
aberrations is to know the press that was

involved. Then of course one needs to
understand the operation of that press.
With that knowledge one is in a position
to make a decision and eliminate the
guesswork.
Evidently the printing presses used have
not been as well publicized as they should
be. Anyway, in this example the press
involved would have been what is known
as a four-plate press, Milligan type. James
Milligan obtained a patent on a lineengraved intaglio printing press in 1876
with a design utilizing a square format
around which four plates made a repeating
circuit. In succession the standard operations being performed of inking each plate
and wiping it, plus stations for polishing,
laying-on paper, doing the printing, and
then removing the printed sheet. This is
a straight-forward
proposition allowing
four to six operations to be performed at
roughly the same time.
The four-plate press was primarily made
in the U.S. by Hoe and Miehle with some
variation between them but they were not
essentially different for our present consideration.
The stamps supplied by the Bureau of
Engraving and Printing to the Canal Zone,
from 1904 to 1979, except for the rotaries,
were all done on these four-platers. To be
specific, these presses can be designated
as four-plate flatbed line-engraved intaglio presses (the BEP calls them four-plank
presses). They could be operated using
either one, two, three, or four plates and
were developed in two general arrangements. Up to the early 1950s they used a
plate printer to personally polish the
plates, a layer-on, and a taker-off - a total
of three people. But in the early 1950s the
press was completely automated to do the
polishing, place the sheets on the plates
to be printed, and to finally remove the
printed sheets. Thus the manning of the
press was reduced to one person, the plate
printer, who no longer had to polish the
plates by hand but was responsible to
continually oversee that the operations
were proceeding satisfactorily, such as
having enough ink in the fountain, etc.
This was the press involved for our 10cent postage due, and basically how it was
operated, so how can you get partially
printed marginal markings? Well, the
critical part in making a print is at the
impression station. Each plate as it arrives
at that location would have been fully
inked, the wiper and the polisher would
have performed their job, and the layeron would have done his job. The paper
would have been large enough to more than
adequately cover the design area and to
have received a full plate number or other
marginal marking impression, such as
arrows and guide lines. So why any
incomplete print? Well, to get a print you
have to have adequate pressure at the
printing station. This is accomplished by
passing the inked, wiped/polished plate,
with the sheet of printing paper, under
what is known as a D-roll. Designated "D"
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because if you looked at the roll in crosssection it would not be a complete circle
but one with a break in the circumference
making it similar in profile to a letter D.
This break is necessary because the roll
is covered with what is known as a blanket
and the break provides a space for both
ends of the blanket to be fastened down.
The action of taking the impression has
to be synchronized with the passage of the
plate below with the covering sheet of
paper on it but this is handled by appropriate gearing. What happens if the
blanket does not extend far enough along
the impression roll at each end so that it
completely covers the design area of the
plate and any marginal markings? You
simply will not get a good print, with maybe
just a smidgeon of ink where the pressure
was lacking or insufficient. You can bank
on the plate having been completely inked
if you'd every watched the operation,
except possibly at the extreme ends, and
even that is not the case here. Remember
the ink has been wiped and polished off
the surface of the plate and this will leave
the incised (engraved) lines with slight
saucer shaped fillings depending on how
much wiping/polishing pressure was applied. (Intaglio ink is buttery in consistency). This is why the print, when taken
up later, requires considerable pressure to
be applied to pickup the ink. But any break
in the printing at the ends of the blanket,
if there is a break, will continue, sheet after
sheet, for all plates on the press until
adjustments are made or the run finished.
Each plate is separately fastened on
individual beds so they may not all be set
up exactly the same, so there can be some
small variation in margin pickups.
The insufficient printing of a plate
number is not overly critical of course, not
like insufficient printing of the designs
which would require immediate attention.
Although a plate number collector might
consider a partly printed number a defect,
that is not what the plate printer would
consider it, particularly if what shows is
still legible. Of course there have been rare
examples where the number didn't print
at all but these cases are unusual and so
scarce that they apparently were corrected
in short order.
Now, let's deal with the previous suggestions for a partially printed number.
First, if this was a double sheet feed,
partially overlapping, the layer-on could
have picked up two sheets of paper instead
of one, and if they didn't overlap exactly
you could get a cutoff plate number but that would be a sharp cutoff right at
the edge ofthe sheet and would not provide
a large blank margin beyond the cutoff as
in the example being considered. Now we
do find the two-sheet case occasionally for
U.S. stamps with one sheet having a cutoff
number at the edge of the sheet and
normally printed designs; and the other
sheet will have a matching but only
partially printed number, or sometimes
(Continued

on page 20)

Newly Discovered
Uncut Booklet Panes
(Continued from page 17)
again in black to the left of the vermillion
number. The inscription across the top is
also in black. For machine-made booklet
panes prepared by The American Bank
Note Company, booklet panes from positions with marginal markings seem to be
unreported, other than the pane ofN o. 60b
illustrated in figure 19.23 in Canal Zone
Stamps by G.N. Plass, G. Brewster, and
R.H. Salz.
The F number and the specimen marking
on these covers indicate that these uncut
booklets were, at least at some time,
specimen samples in The American Bank
Note Company vault. They do not appear
to be regularly issued and there is no
evidence they ever were available for sale
in the Post Offices in the Canal Zone. The
question may arise as to where these items
should be listed in the catalogue. Though
that decision ultimately rests with the
Editors of the catalogues, there are good
arguments for and against each of two
possible placements. Presumably a new
section will be created in the Canal Zone
listings for the new specimen Canal Zone
ma terial. These imperforate between pairs
could logically be placed in the same
section, because they clearly seem to be
specimen material and, at least at some
time, were part of The American Bank Note
Company archives. But unlike the other
recent American Bank Note releases, these
stamps are neither defaced by a hole
pu nched in the stamps nor do they bear
a specimen overprint or handstamp, though
the cover clearly does. Further, a pair
imperforate between looks like any other
Canal Zone error, except for the wide
gutter. There is nothing evident that would
indicate that it is other than an error. Thus
it could logically receive a listing in the
Scott catalogue section for No. 53, as 53
var, pair from uncut booklet pane, imperforate between. But, as these were not
regularly issued and there is no evidence
they were ever in a Canal Zone Post Office,
a case exists for not giving a regular listing.
Finally, this same Christie's sale included several other booklet pane items of
note. There were also complete booklets of
55e and 56g offered. Each of them showed
the foreignjob number F6569 on the cover.
Also, there was a previously unknown pair
from the machine made booklet 38b, one
without overprint. This item is reported
to have received a Philatelic Foundation
certificate. Hopefully, thi5 u5ed pair will
be illustrated and described in The Canal
Zone Philatelist in the future.
The author expresses his appreciation
for the illustration used in this article
which was kindly provided courtesy of
Christie's.

Fig. 1. Uncut

booklet

panes

and covers.

Collection Stolen
On July 6, 1991, CZSG member Bob
Karrer was the victim of a burglary at his
home in Virginia. The items stolen were
almost exclusively philatelic materials
and a number of tokens and medals
pertaining to the Canal Zone. Bob has
prepared a list ofthe items that were taken,
which is too long to reproduce here, but
will be made available to anyone who
suspects that a large holding being offered
may be from this collection. His telephone
number is 703-360-5105.

COMPEX'91
The CZSG held a local meeting in the
Chicago area on Saturday, May 25, 1991,
at the COMPEX'91 stamp showinRosemont,
Illinois, with fourteen persons attending,
including one non-member. John C. Smith
and Dick Salz answered questions regarding special projects that are in the works.
Slides were shown by John Smith which
were taken in 1965, when he was stationed
at Fort Kobbe in the Canal Zone. Following
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the slides, everyone stayed to discuss
recent finds for their collections. After one
hour and forty five minutes, the meeting
broke up, but not before everyone agreed
to plan another meeting for 1992, possibly
at the Columbian Exhibition show.
John C. Smith

CZSG Meeting
On April 27, 1991 at WESTPEX, the
Canal Zone Study Group held its annual
meeting - this one was consecutive
number twenty-two.
Attendance was sixteen members, which
is about average, and was made up of the
usual members most of whom did not see
one another during the preceding twelve
months. So there was lots of catching up
to do along with reports on publications
in progress. As is always the case, our
expectations are always on the optimistic
side, but better to be optimistic than
pessimistic - eventually projects do get
completed.
R.H. Salz

Partially Printed
Marginal Markings
(Continued from page 18)
you could have a complete number and no
stamp designs, and this sheet if salvaged,
would be sent through the press again and
one would have two, probably different,
numbers printed in the margin with
normal stamp designs. But that is not the
case here.
The other suggestion is that the wiper
blade used to ink the plate stopped
abruptly. I'm afraid that person has in
mind a kind of press that I'm not familiar
with as I've never known a press using a
wiper blade to ink a printing base. Wiper
blades are used to wipe plates, not ink
them. The party may be thinking of certain
flexographic presses where what is termed
an anilox roll turns in the ink fountain and
a doctor blade operates on the roll,
smoothing the ink transfer to the next
roller in the chain of several on the way
to the plate cylinder. But you only have
wiper blades on gravure presses normally,
though flexographic presses may also use
them as stated but our stamps are not
printed by flexography and I don't recall
any Canal Zone stamps printed by gravure
either.
My scenario on the partially printed
plate number can be checked by carefully
examining the piece in question. One
should note that there is not tinting of the
paper above the break in the inking - the
illustration does not show this but the
actual piece should and if it doesn't then
I could be wrong. But the reason for no
tinting of the paper above the break in
inking is because of the lack of pressure,
whereas you have tinting of the paper
where the stamp designs are and up to the
breaking point of the plate numerals. Also,
of course, the tinting, or lack of tint, is
aligned in the direction the sheet was going
through the press - in this example
horizontally. This lead me to conclude that
this example was due to a lack of pressure.

Fake Air Officials
Within the last six months I have
received on two separate occasions examples of Canal Zone air mail stamps to
which fake overprints had been applied to
make them appear to be Air Official
stamps. They were sent to me by Paul
Kravitz and Tom Saathoff. One such group
is shown in Fig. 1.
I normally believe that illustrating one
such fake is enough, but in both groupings
I was struck by the nice discernible town
markings. As most non-mint Air Officials
are canceled for sale to collectors with the
Balboa Heights roller, post ally used copies
with nice town markings are interesting.
If the towns are not Balboa Heights or
Diablo Heights, from which postally used
copies tend to be obtainable, the wary
collector should be able to recognize that
there may be a problem with the stamps.

Fig. 1. Stamps

with fake OFFICIAL/PANAMA

In the present case close examination of
the overprint tells you they are no good.
The letters in the overprint are blotchy and
irregular when examined with a magnifying glass, and the letters appear too tall
to the naked eye. The letters are 1.8 mm
high, and the OFFICIAL is 12.0 mm long.
The genuine overprints on C01-7 have
letters 1.6 mm in height and the OFFICIAL
is slightly under 11 mm. Further the total
distance from the top of the OFFICIAL to
the bottom of the PANAMA CANAL is just
under 6 mm on genuine copies of C01-7,
but is 6.8 mm on the fakes. If the objective
were to fake the scarcer C08-12, the
OFFICIAL on them is even shorter, running about 10 1/4 mm.
R.D. Bates, Jr.

Dry Printings
of Postage Dues
by Paul J. Kravitz
The Canal Zone has a number of stamps
with both wet and dry printings, but none
demonstrate such dramatic differences as
Scott Nos. J25a and J27a. In 1954, the
Bureau ofEngra ving and Printing used the
Huck press to produce what we now call
dry printings. The paper used in this
process contained about 5 to 10 percent
moisture, as compared to the traditional
wet process moisture content of 15 to 35
percent. As a result of the lower moisture
content, there was less shrinkage, and the
dry printing stamps J25a and J27a are
approximately
.2mm taller and Amm
wider than the wet printing. When combined with whiter and thicker paper, as
well as smooth gum, the result is a stamp
with richer color and a very sharp impression.
During fiscal year 1957, 130,000 copies
of J27a were shipped to the Canal Zone.
20

CANAL overprints.

On July 2, 1959, 120,000 copies of J25a
were delivered. However, records indicate
that 51,700 copies of J27a were destroyed
in 1968. With only two shipments of this
value, in 1932 and 1957, it is reasonable
to assume that the older supplies were
virtually used up when the second shipment was ordered. Thus, it appears that
only about 80,000 copies ofthis stamp were
issued, accounting for its relative scarcity.
My research has not yielded first day of
use dates for either of the dry printing
values, as they would have been issued to
each post office based upon need. We do
have earliest possible dates, and now must
rely on collector reports ofused stamps and
covers. The earliest recorded usage forboth
values is April 4, 1961. If you have an
earlier date, please report it to the Editor.
I would like to thank Joe Napp for his
assistance in researching some of this
information in the Smithsonian philatelic
section.

Volunteers
In my vice-president's report in the 1st
I
quarter 1991 Canal Zone Philatelist,
asked for volunteers without much expectation of hearing from anyone. But times
must be changing because two members
volunteered their services: Brad Baker and
Doug Mueller. Brad Baker's letter arrived
first so he was "handed" the job of keeping
track and reporting on the exhibi t winners
at the various stamp shows around the
world. Doug Mueller is still on hold, but
he will be receiving an appointment in the
not too distant future.
Many thanks for your volunteering, it
is most appreciated.
R.H. Salz

Scott No. 12
Variety Found
by Charles S. Marlott
Recently, while browsing through a
dealer's stock of Canal Zone material, I
spotted a used copy of Scott No. 12 with
only the right leg or down-stroke of the
third A of PANAMA, exactly as illustrated
in Fig. 4.27 of Canal Zone Stamps. The only
difference between the one I found (Fig.
1) and the illustration is that my copy has
the missing portion of the A of the
PANAMA on the left side of the stamp. The
illustrated variety is listed in the check
list as CZSG 12.12, but there is no listing
for a variety at left. All measurements
indicate it is from the third printing, stage
1. The C of CANAL is broken at the top
where the serif attaches. It could be
positions 25, 31, or 56.
[Ed. note: Although an excellent photograph has been provided by Mr. Marlott,
PANAMA is a bit light, and the variety may
not show clearly in Fig. 1.]

Fig. 1. Scott No. 12 missing
third A of PANAMA.

part

of

Second Time Around
From Mekeel's Weekly Stamp
News, Feb. 26, 1940, pg. 175:
Canal Zone Precancels
1906-8 Postage Due
by V. LeYoung Ardiff, A.P.S.
It is generally conceded that the West
IndianNegro contributed about 60 percent
of the strength required to construct the
Panama Canal, and, as one writer aptly
puts it, "the American Republic always
must stand indebted to these easy-going,
care-free black men who supplied the
brawn to break the giant back of Culebra."
They were, it is said, the best workmen
that could have been found for the job at
Panama. The number of West Indian
Negroes so employed at times totalled
30,000. The color line was 'kindly but
firmly' drawn throughout the entire construction period, although the negroes on
the work enjoyed the best of care and
protection and experienced the same fa-

vorable treatment as was given to white
employees.
The negroes were designated as silver
employees, after the fashion originated by
E. J. Williams, Jr., the disbursing officer
of the Canal Commission, and according
to the manner and medium (Panamanian
silver) in which they were paid for their
labor. Mr. Williams first put the designation on entrances to the pay car, and the
idea of speaking of "silver and gold
employees," ra ther than of whi te and black
workers, was immediately adopted as a
solution for the problems which arose from
the intermingling of the races. Consequently, the commissaries, the post offices,
etc., provided similar arrangements.
The post offices in the Canal strip bore
signs indicating which entrances were for
silver employees and which were for gold
employees; under these conditions, a negro
visiting the post office would go to the
"silver" window for his mail, while a white
worker would under similar circumstances
call at the "gold" window.
Many of the patrons of the postal service
were members of this West Indian negro
group and the amount of mail which they
sent and received was of a considerable
quantity. A large amount, fully 50 percent,
of the mail which reached the Isthmus for
delivery to these negro laborers was
entirely unpaid, and as a consequence each
such unpaid letter in this category was
subject to a postage due charge of IDe upon
delivery.
In these early days, there were no
regular postage due stamps in use in the
Canal Zone. In fact, the Zone's first
adhesives issued solely for due purposes
did not come into use before 1914, when
the contemporary postage due stamps of
the United States, Ie, 2c and IDe rose
carmine, watermarked un-seriffed USPS,
perf 12, were given a diagonal overlay,
'Canal Zone' in black san-serif caps, and
distributed for use by Canal Zone postmasters.
Lacking regular due stamps, the postmasters resorted to use of the regular
adhesives, which they affixed to these
unpaid letters and canceled at time of
delivery of letter and collection of postage
due. With a view to reducing the amount
of time required in handling these unpaid
letters at the delivery windows, some
postmasters conceived the idea of canceling in advance the quantities of IDe which
they estimated would be necessary and
sufficient to care for requirements following the receipt of a heavy West Indian mail.
Consequently, when letters of this sort
were called for, it was only necessary to
affix a stamp that had already been
precanceled, and effect delivery, thus
obviating the necessity of canceling each
stamp separately as delivery ofunpaid and
due letters was made.
Precancellation
of such stamps was
effected in some cases with the distinctive
office postmarking stamp, while in other
instances a rubber line stamp inscribed
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"Postage Due" was employed. Stamps so
treated are definitely "precancels" and
entitled to recognition as such, in addition
to their status as precursors to the lateron regularly issued overprints, etc., of
special postage due nature. Covers showing use of the Canal Zone stamps under
these circumstances
hold considerable
interest for the specialist in this field.
Acknowledgments:
Thanks to Gerald
D. Bliss, one-time Postmaster at Cristobal,
Canal Zone, for facts relating to postage
due practices in the early days of the Zone
postal administration. Also to Frederick
J. Haskin, author of The Panama Canal
(1913), for comment relative to the color
line in Canal construction days.
R.H. Salz

Scott No. 13Variety
In the 1st Quarter, 1989 issue of the CZP
(Whole No. 90), I reported a previously
unknown variety of Scott No. 13 with the
second A of PANAMA short at the top. Our
check list shows only the third A short at
the top, CZSG 13.13. I am pleased to
announce that I have found a second copy
of this stamp, which should confirm that
this is a constant variety. Figure 1 is the
more recent find, and Fig. 2 is the first
stamp found. You will note that the left
PANAMA of both stamps show the same
breaks in the following letters: first A, left
serif; third A, center cross bar and left serif.
Charles S. Marlatt

Fig. 1. Scott No. 13 variety.

Fig. 2. Discovery
13 variety.

copy of Scott No.
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egon, April 13-14, 1991, a Silver to Leonard
Lukens, Canal Zone First Flights.
TEXPEX, San Antonio, Texas, June 1416, 1991, a Silver and the American First
Day Cover Society Award forbestFirst Day
Cover exhibit to Gary B. Weiss, Classic
Canal Zone First Day Covers.
Bradley A.Baker

Second Time Around
From Stamps Magazine of
November 19, 1955 pg 310,
an article of interest.
"Canal Zone

'Postage Due' Cancellations"
Photostat of a letter he recently acquired
is submitted by Charles Lilley Horn of
Minneapolis, Minn., who felt it would be
of interest to many of our readers.
The letter is from Gerald D. Bliss of the
Division ofPosts, Canal Zone Government,
dated February 28, 1908, and is addressed
to Burger & Co., New York, NY. It reads:
"Your registered letter of the 19th inst.
inclosing $26.00 U.S. Cy. just received and
while I should be pleased to sell you the
stamps, I hardly feel justified in sending
them as I do not think you understand their
exact status and may not want to invest
that amount when you do.
"There is no official surcharge 'Postage
Due' that is issued by the postal dept. here
and the stamps to which you refer are
simply stamped 'Postage Due' by the use
of a rubber stamp applied by the Postmaster after the stamps are issued by the Dept.
and simply to save time in the delivery of
the Tax letters of whish we have a large
number. The 'Postage Due' is therefore
simply a cancellation and any other form
of cancellation would be equally efficient.
I have noted these stamps chronicled in
the Stamp Weekly of Denver and wrote the
editor an explanation of their status and
will write Mekeels at first opportunity. I
don't know whether or not any of the other
Post Offices make use of this form of
cancellation for their Postage Due but I
have used it for some time and presume
it was from this that the stamps were
chronicled. I show the rubber stamps used
and if, after the above explanation you
desire me to send you some stamps with
the Due imprint I shall be glad to do so
but will await your reply before taking any
action."

Winners
Filatelic Fiesta, San Jose Stamp Club,
San Jose, California, February 16-17,
1991, a Gold and Everett Earle 3rd Award
to David Leeds, Canal Zone Aerophilately
Covers 1918-45.
SOPEX, sponsored by the Southern
Oregon Philatelic Society, Medford, Or23

Two styles of rubber stamp were imprinted by Mr. Bliss, one in upper and lower
case letters, the other in all caps; both
styles were in one line.
Comment: Mr. Bliss would be most
pleasantly shocked and surprised if he
were around today and could see what
prices these rubber-stamped stamps are
bringing at auction, and what knowledgeable collectors are willing to pay.
R.H. Salz

The FAM 8 to FAM 5

Sou thbound Connection
by Allan M. Harris
At the November 1990 ASDA show in San
Francisco, I ran across the FAM 8-15 first
flight cover (Fig. 1) from Brownsville,
Texas to Balboa, Canal Zone via San
Lorenzo, Republic of Honduras. Although
the information on first flights in the
American Air Mail Catalogue Volume 4,
pages 1761 and 1812-1813, mentions the
Cristobal- San Lorenzo, January 21,1930,
FAM 5-32 flight, there was no record of
the return mail dispatched from San
Lorenzo to Cristobal. However upon looking at the back (Fig. 2) of this first flight
cover originating in Brownsville on J anuary15, 1930,Inotedthatit wasbackstamped
San Lorenzo January 22, Cristobal J anuary 25, and Balboa January 26.
In 1930, it was not possible for this cover
to travel by boat and/or overland between
the Pacific Ocean (San Lorenzo) and the
Atlantic Ocean (Cristobal) in 3 days. The
only possible methods of transportation
able to carry mail in 3 days or less was
the return flight from San Lorenzo to
Cristobal of the plane which made the
January 21 FAM 5-32 flight.
During December 1929, Pan American
Airways was making passenger flights
over FAM 8 route from Brownsville to San
Lorenzo, but a contract for handling of

Salvador mail did not become effective
until January 1, 1930. United States
dispatches of mail to San Salvador and San
Lorenzo did not start until January 15,
1930, when FAM 8 service was extended
from Brownsville, Texas to San Lorenzo,
Republic ofHonduras to connect with FAM
5. Due to misdispatching and mishandling
of mail at San Lorenzo, no examples ofF AM
5 dispatches of San Lorenzo - Cristobal
were officially recorded.
On the first weekend of December, a
business trip to the east coast gave me the
opportunity to attend the New York/New
Jersey Stamp Expo where I found another
FAM8-15 first flight cover from Brownsville,
Texas to Montevideo, Uruguay via San
Lorenzo and Cristobal. (Fig. 3) Upon
looking at the back of the cover (Fig. 4)
I found the same San Lorenzo January 22
and Cristobal January 25 cancels.
In March 1991, David J. Leeds of Los
Angeles, who is working on a major
production of "Canal Zone Aerophilately
1918-1979," confirmed these findings with
the discovery in his collection of another
FAM 8-15 cover addressed to Gatun, Canal
Zone and another cover addressed to
Montevideo, Uruguay, both with the same
cancels in San Lorenzo and Cristobal.
[Ed. note: Although it is possible, it is
probably unlikely that these covers were
transported overland and/or by boat to
make the connection in CristobaL]

CANAL ZONE COVERS
Selling portions of my collection
Panama RR, U.S. Sea Post,
Paquebot & Ships
Price list available
Please send business-size
envelope with 29¢ postage.
Lawson P. Entwistle
10,000 East Broadway
Tucson, AZ 85748

CANAL ZONE
Comprehensive Stock Including
singles, plate blocks, FDC's, FFC's,
B.O.B., stationery, covers and
collateral material.
Send for Free Detailed List
Wants Lists Serviced

C&HSTAMPS
P.O. Box 324
Syracuse, NY 13209
Phone (315) 488-0136
CZSG APS USPPS

Fig. 2. Backstamps

Fig. 1. FAM 8-15 first flight cover.

Fig. 4. Backstamps

Fig. 3. Second cover from same flight.
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on FAM 8-15 cover.

on second FAM 8-15 cover.

